RIDE OUT THE OLD YEAR 
With their nannies and security guards, cousins and friends, the granddaughters of President 
Arroyo do what the kinder set loves to do when in Baguio City for the holidays, go horseback 
riding. Astride native horses on the grounds of The Mansion, the president's official residence. 
in the summer capital, are Eva Victoria Manotok Arroyo (Ist horse up front, in pink), 
Monique Montenegro Arroyo (2nd horse, in blue) and Mikaela Gloria Montenegro Arroyo. Ms 
Arroyo and her family are greeting the New Year in the City of Pines. отцом 


Erap eyes new Palace 


"If there's 
no common 
opposition | "=" 


2 SAN RAFAEL, BULACAN—FOR 
candidate” many of this town's residents, 

Jose Rizal's unforgettable fic- 

tional characters Sisa, Crispin 
By Norman Bordadora and Basilio not only existed in 
his 19th century novel "Noli Me 
| THE POLITICAL ОРРО- | Tangere,” they actually roamed 


Sisa, Crispin, Basilio lived here, say Bulacan townsfolk 


Battle-tested 
Marines guard 
Rizal Shrine 
14 hours a day 


ЖӘ dno e 


| e ОТЫ | the streets here. * BG By Tarra Quismundo 
+ sition is swelling with | “According to local lore, he ЯКА 3 tg" Ami 

“presidentiables bloodstains on a wall in the 3 < Р BATTLE-TESTED IN BASILAN 

convent of the San Juan de Dios E d and Jolo, certain brotherhood 

Now, even deposed | church were actually Crispin's X (AS within the Armed Forces of the 

President Joseph Estra- | Sisa's youngest son whose dis- Ж 4 Ak f Philippines carries out a special 

da may yet run again | sppearance and probable death SZ kind of mission at te countrys 

caused her to ose her minc 1 lometer Zero, where the "en- 

for president should the The story, told and retold by 1 ету" includes the scorching 

ition faf the older townsfolk, goes like 4 1 zT midday sun, heavy downpours, 

Е. vU cU 

- | Crispin whipped over some a NS of distractions from hecklers 
dard-bearer against | missing cash. The boys UT J and curious promenaders. 

_ | ied body was thrown intoa well | ч Honor guards from the 
whoever the Arroyo ad- | 1 boiy was thrown ipa well $ А E Ет 
ministration will field | byhismother. Я hour days watching over the 
in 2010. This supposedly true-to-life ё Ё 94-year-old monument and 


account would be immortalized burial site of national hero Dr. 


THEY'RE REAL Crispin and Вазйо of Rizal's (mannequin) Noli Me Tangere fame, even Crispin's bloodstains 


“qt depends. IF t 
зр жинэ и е opporttion SISA/AB onthewallare “red and dear,” according to the heritage-conscious folk of San Rafael, Bulacan. BATTLETESTED/ A8 


fails to come to an agreement 

(on a common candidate)," 
5 Е E с 

с Pakistan gov't says Bhutto killed by bump in head 

(UNO), said the first Чоп for AMAB; I—FOL- to du relat in H 

UNO isto unite he "ive огох. lowing te baral of oppostson TheWorls rap assy.” Oxford friends remember 

presidential aspirants. leader Benazir Bhutto on Fri- Bhutto was killed Thursday 


« > ; 
They include Senate Presi- day the Pakistan government eveningwhenasuicideanacker ‘fiery, fun’ glamorous personality 
dent Manuel Villar, Senators announced a new versionofher shot at her and then blew him- Ex: ABS. CBN 
Panfilo Lacson, Loren Legarda assassination, accusing an Is- self up as she left a rally іп (һе By Katherine Haddon Bhutto wasa well-known fig- EX-ABS-LBN news 
and Francis Escudero, and lamic extremist linked tothe al- garrison city of Rawalpindi near ure around the historic univer- team holds reunion, 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay. Qaida international terror Islamabad. Authorities initially LONDON—BENAZIRBHUT sity after she became the first ly 
Sen. Manuel Roxas of the Lib- group of killing Вино. said she died from bullet ЗВ шпнен бетаге. Asanwomantobeced talle ahout the 
eral Party has also declared his It also made a surprising an- wounds, and a surgeon who membered her Friday asa “fiery president of the Oxford Union 
intention to run for president. nouncement that Bhutto was treated hersaidtheimpactfrom  andfun"figurewhocutaglam- debating society, attracting ood ola” days 
The LB while not in the UNO killed not by gunshots orshrap- shrapnel on her skuli killed her... Orous swath through the worldwide media attention. 4 
coalition, is an ally of the oppo- nel but from smashingherhead Bur Cheema said Bhutto was dreaming spires of Oxforddur- She eportediyheldsomeof ру Arlyn dela Cruz 
ERAP/A4 on her car's sunroof while trying PAKISTAN AS ing the 19705. OXFORD/A6 


THOSE WERE THE DAYS. 


Missing activist couple released by military in Leyte „тезе 


tors, crew and production staff. 


By Joey A. Gabieta members of the New Peoples belie reports that government Party of the Philippines (CPP). Оп the day they were pre- ofthe old newsroom ofthe 
Inquirer Visayas Army (NPA), were released by troops had killed them after Ponce noted that the couple sented to the media іп а safe Lopez-owned ABS-CBN gath- 
and Jerome Aning the military on Wednesday. | their arrest on May 11 at a had decided to start life anew. house outside the Tacloban ered Thursday for a night of fun 
in Manila Lt. Col. Jonathan Ponce, com- checkpoint іп Pinabacdao, “They deserve a second chance City center, the two admitted and reminiscing at the Forest 

manding officer of the 62nd In- Samar and live normally as theycan.I that they were active NPA EXABS-CEN/ AM 
АЕТЕҢ. SEVEN, MONTHS. IN fantry Battalion, presented Pa- Пес. 26 was the 38th found- can also assure their personal members. 2 
captivity, Couple Manuel Pajal-. jarito and Fernandez to mem- ing anniversary of the NPA, the security,” Ponce said. (Seerelat- “The report that we were bru- 

toandJulietFernahdez;allegéd bers of the media on Dec. 26:0 armed wing of the Communist ed story on Page А6.) MISSING) AG 
e ROUES me NBP 

JUNIOR INQUIRER ` SUNDAY MAGAZINE = iT ” ENTERTAINMENT /G1 3 LIFESTYLE 
Рів tickets to must-see show of the Delicious Dozen 12 restos тебес 27. PDI Мап іп Hollywood | 12 people show their» 

m year. Just answer this question: Where will the consistent creativity, passion and reveals ‘Foster Child’ lists of blessings; readers 5 
F-the Disney on Ice Mickey 8. Minnie's Amazing | dedication of their chefs who can almost won international invited to e-mail theirsto $ 
(Journey be held from Jan.18 to 27, 2008? compete with the top of the world film festival top prize lifestyle@inquirer.com.ph 1 
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Bomb experts deployed to Bocaue 


NBI personnel to inspect firecracker factories and advise manufacturers 


WHAT’S INSIDE 


ш СНА-СНА EYED 

to revive peace 

talks with MILF 
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in 2006 attempted 
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i MAKATI GETS 

ready for New 

Year countdown 
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By Tina б. Santos and Nancy Carvajal 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTI- 
gation has deployed bomb experts to 
Bocaue, Bulacan—the country’s fire- 
cracker capital—to conduct inspections 
and give pointers to manufacturers and 
retailers on the proper handling and 
storage of legal firecrackers and other 
pyrotechnics. 

"We have to orient manufacturers and 
retailers to avoid frecracker-related 
fires and accidents that usually claim 
the lives of people and cause damage to 
property,” said lawyer Romulo Asis, 
chief of the NBI Anti-Terrorism Division. 

Asis said NBI agents were also sent to 
other places in Bulacan where firecrack- 
ersare made and sold. 


Openly sold in streets 

As this developed, Valenzuela police 
оп Friday seized thousands of pesos 
worth of illegal firecrackers and py- 
rotechnics being openly sold in the city’s 
streets. T 

Supt. Reynaldo Orante, Northern Po- 
lice District intelligence chief, arrested 
Rogaciano Santos 52, of Arkong Bato in 


5,000.assorted illegal firecrack 
Orante said the firecracke 
ing openly sold in front of 
house. 
"Although firecrackers are part of the 
New Year's celebration, they had to Бе 


Santos 


confiscated because aside from their 
volume, they posed a danger to the peo- 
ple in the area," Orante said. 

Santos, he said, yielded boxes of im- 
ported firecrackers, super lolo and giant. 
triangulo. 

Santos will be charged with violating 
Republic Act No. 7183 in the city's pros- 
ecutors office, Orante said. 

RA 7183 regulates the sale, manu- 
facture, distribution and use of fire- 
crackers and other pyrotechnic de- 
vices. These are usually the giant ex- 
plosives as opposed to the smaller 
and less powerful ones that are al- 
lowed 

‘The penalty includes a fine of be- 
tween P20,000 and P30,000 or impris- 
onment of between six months and one 
year, or both at the discretion of the 
judge. 

For additional punishment, the judge 
could order the cancellation of the 1- 
cense and business permit of the offend- 


Testing a bomb shell 

On Dec. 31, 2004, seven peor 
killed when a fire hit a strip of fi 
er stalls in Bocaue. The blaze started 
when a customer asked that a "bomb 
shell” he wanted to buy be tested. 
Sparks flew from the item which turned 
out to be defective, starting a fire that 
ate up 14 stalls. 

On Dec. 18, 1997, two workers 


were killed and four others suffered 
burns in a fire that hit an illegal fire- 
cracker factory in San Ildefonso, Bu- 
lacan. 

These were among the long list of 
tragedies involving firecrackers in Bula- 
can during the Christmas and New Year 
holiday season. 


Optimism 
is of the NBI expressed optimism. 
the bureau's initiative would help pre- 
vent fires and accidents. 

‘At the same time, he gave some point- 
ers on the proper handling and storage 
of firecrackers and pyrotechnics. 

"Those who plan to store such 
items should place them in plastic 
Tather than metal containers. As 
much as possible, the firecrackers 
should be stored at room tempera- 
ture,” he said. 

Metal, according to an Explosives 
Ordnance Disposal expert, is prone to 
friction that could cause the firecrackers 
or pyrotechnics to explode. 

cracker-related incidents аге 
sed by the mishandling of py- 
aterials, he said 


rotechnic 


Fora total ban 
But rather than issue the usual warn- 
ings and appeals each year, the govern- 
ment should just totally ban firecrack- 
ers, a senator has proposed. 
Senate Minority Aquilino Pimentel 


you can give your family 


Jr. said he preferred that firecrackers 
be “absolutely banned” since the au- 
thorities cannot stop their prolifera- 
Чоп, 

"The manufacture, sale and use of 
firecrackers should be absolutely 
banned for endangering the lives and 
limbs of users and bystanders. Its most 
foolish to simply prepare hospitals for 
victims of firecracker accidents,” Pi- 
mentel said. 

The Department of Health has 
launched its annual campaign to warn 
the public against the use of firecrackers 
during the New Year revelry 


Horns, harmless noise makers 

Each year, the DOH appeals to the 
public to use horns and other harmless 
noise makers instead of firecrackers to 
welcome the new year. 

Pimentel said firecrackers were 
“very dangerous” because they were 
made of the same materials as explo- 
sives. 

Aside from the inherent danger posed 
by the explosive materials, Pimentel 
said the proliferation of substandard 
and defective firecrackers added to the 
number of New Years injuries and 
deaths. 

Pimentel also suggested the govern- 
ment restrict fireworks displays to spe- 
cific areas under severely controlled 
conditions as is done in some countries. 

With Dona Pazsibugan 
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Bishops seek review of pardon system for convicts 


By Beverly T. Natividad 


THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFER- 
ence of the Philippines wants a thor- 
ough review of the system for granting. 
pardons to prisoners. 

Taking issue with the Arroyo adminis- 
tration's recent grant of clemency to a se- 
ries of prominent convicts and the recent 
confusing release of former Rep. Romeo 


GMA: Gov't 
doing its best 
to keep prices 
in check 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO YESTER- 
day said the government was working doubly 
hard to mitigate the impact of a possible rise in. 
the prices of basic commodities as a result of 
the high international price of crude ой. 

‘The President made the assurance in re- 
sponse to reports that world oil was being 
traded up to $97 per barrel in Asia—the 
highest level in а month—following the as- 
sassination of Pakistan's popular opposition. 
leader Benazir Bhutto. 

“We will work hard to protect the people 
from the high prices of basic commodities," 
the President said in a speech during the f 
esta of Santiago town in Ilocos Sur where 
she distributed Christmas packages to indi- 
gent children, 

"The President told the town's residents the 
economy was stable as а result of the fiscal re- 
form measures being implemented, the резо 
remained strong, the stock market was bullish 
and investments continued to pour in. 

World oil dealers fear Bhutto's assassina- 
tion on Thursday night, which plunged 
Pakistan into crisis and sparked concerns 
about global security, would have a psycho- 
logical impact on the market even though 
Pakistan is not an oil producer. 

President Arroyo said she was not both- 
ered by this development as her adminis- 
tration remained focused on the delivery of 
the fruits of the economic and fiscal reform 
measures that have brought in huge rev- 
enues to the national treasury. 

She said the tasks of her administration 
for 2008 are to improve vital infrastructure 
projects in the urban and rural areas, attract 
more foreign investment, improve and re- 
engineer the educational system, and deliv- 
er more health services to indigent families. 

When she learned that most of the indi- 
gent families in Santiago were not receiv- 
ing health care benefits, Ms Arroyo in- 
structed presidential adviser Alex Mendoza 
to help them acquire Philippine Health In- 
surance (PhilHealth) cards. 

She said her administration would work 
harder in 2008 to further improve the coun- 
туз fiscal position and economic perfor- 
mance and make sure that the benefits of 
economic progress would be delivered to 
people's doorsteps їп the next three years. 


DFA rues closure 
of Swedish outpost 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
last week said it was "deeply concerned" 
over the decision of the Swedish govern- 
ment to close its embassy in Manila at a 
time when relations between the two coun- 
tries were "flourishing." 

In a statement, Foreign Secretary Alberto 
Romulo made the assurance “that the Philip 
pine Embassy in Stockholm will continue го 
strengthen the bridges of friendship and 
partnership" between the two countries. 

Romulo noted that Sweden's decision to 
close its embassy came at a time when “our 
bilateral trade is growing, our investments 
are increasing and our tourism exchanges 
are rising." 

Last week, Sweden announced it was 
closing its embassy in Manila effective June 
30 next year, “at the latest.” 

It said that after the closure, applications 
for visas to Sweden would be handied by 
another country's embassy in Manila. It did 
not say which embassy this would be. 

A statement posted on the Swedish Em- 
bassy website said the closure was part of 
the Swedish foreign ministry’ “continuous 
review of its organization abroad" and that 
the process “sometimes leads to Sweden 
opening new or closing existing embassies 
and consulates.” 


Jalosjos, the Episcopal Commission on 
Prison Pastoral Care of the CBCP is call- 
ing for a way to "level the playing field” 
when it comes to granting pardons. 
ЕСРРС executive director Rudy Dia- 
mante said in an interview the system 
should include consultations with the 
community and the prisoner, and not 
Just rely on the decision of the President. 
Diamante said it should also take in- 


KIA 
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to consideration not just the age of the 
prisoner but the effect of “restorative 
justice" on him or her. 

Restorative justice, in the social doc- 
trine of the Church, refers to justice ca- 
pable of restoring harmony in social re- 
lations, which was disrupted by the 
criminal act committed by the prisoner. 

“We hope they won't just rely on the 
age of the person, if he's 70 or not. His 


character should also be considered on 
whether he can go back to the commu- 
nity or not,” Diamante said. 

He said the system for granting par- 
dons should also be reviewed to keep it 
free of political considerations. 

“I believe it (the grant of a pardon) 
will always be political. There has to Бе 
a thorough review of our pardon sys- 
tem," Diamante said. 


“tt is political now because, for ex- 
ample, why of all prisoners, Jalosjos 
received a commutation [of sen- 
tence]? It is the common prisoners 
who are suffering despite being equal- 
ly eligible for a pardon,” he said. 

Diamante said the President had not 
properly explained why she commuted 
Jalosjos’ sentence to 16 years from a 
double Ше term. 


ang buong family dahil sa bagong baby! 
Mas madali nang mag-share 
ng isang phone ang buong pamilya 


Nokia 1200 

with multiple folder address book 

Pwedeng isang folder kay daddy, isa kay mommy, 
isa kay ate, isa kay kuya at isa kay bunso. 


Ito ang masayang Pamasko - may 
sulit na Nokia 1200 prepaid phonehit 
na, mayFREE P50 Sodexho GC 
ра na pwedeng gamitin sa Jollibee, 
McDonalds, Red Ribbon at iba pa. 


Go to your nearest Globe Business 
Center for more info. 
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Erap eyes new Palace run if opposition not united 


From pago Al RUNNING ON 
SANTA'S TICKET? 
sition group. Pardoned convict Erap can 
"The first option is to find a Joseph Estrada 
way to unite the five or six pres- distributes fi 
idential aspirants. TPs too ear- ат Tun jor 


ly anyway,” Maceda said. 

"He [Estrada] did say that in 
а situation wherein all five will 
тип, (Estrada himself running) 
is an option ... (10%) a definite 


каеныт» | other posts 
o ee eo | but not for 


deduction that if he does run, " 

ail the буе presidential aspi president 
rants will rally behind him,' 

said Maceda, one of UNO's By Beverly T. Natividad 


prime movers in the last senato- 
rial elections. 

Maceda said he had talked to 
retired Chief Justice Artemio 
Panganiban and was told that 
the pardon given Estrada was 
absolute and unconditional. 

Does this mean Estrada can- 
runagain? 

"Thats the implication,” 
Maceda said. 

Romulo Macalintal, Ms Ar- : 
тоуоз legal counsel on election Constitution бот being 
concerns, begged to differ. Ў 4 lected to another term,” said 

“Не cannot run again, not Бе- Election Commissioner Rene 


DEPOSED PRESIDENT 
Joseph Estrada is barred 
by the Constitution from 
running for the presidency 
in 2010, a poll commis- 
sioner said yesterday. 

“Му legal position is he 
has served his one tem as 
president, although he was 
пог able to complete it. 
Therefore, he is barred by the 


cause of the plunder case, but be- dent after being pardoned of his mind in the near future, hesaidit both (sides)," he said. Maceda said Estrada's candi. | Sarmiento 
cause under the Constitution, no plunder conviction, Estrada would depend on the opposition Estrada said the whereas dacy may only be questioned Since the adoption of the 
person who had been elected pres- said he didn't want а repeat of failing to field a standard-bearer clauses in his executive clemen- when he files his certificate of | 1987 Constitution, former 
ident can run for reelection forthe the 2004 elections. The Sandiganbayan pro- cy particularly the partin which candidacy at the Commission | Presidents are not allowed 
same position," Macalintal said. “Femando Poe won but his nounced Estrada guilty of plun- the Arroyo administration гес on Elections (Comelec) to run for another term, 
He said Estrada could run for lead was far from overwhelming. der and sentenced him up to40 ognized that he would no Не said the Comelec would | said Sarmiento, a member 
any other elective posi- Thats why һе was cheated of his yearsin prison on Sept. 12. longer run for public office, first hear the protest against his | of the 1986 Constitutional 
tion—barangay captain, sena- Victory” Estrada said, referring to Не was convicted for his sys- were “not binding.” candidacy and its decision isex- | Commission that drafted 
tor or vice president. his best friend and fellow actor tematic collection of P545 mil- “Du'n sa dispositive portion pected to be contested in the | the Constitution. 
А whoranforpresidentin2004. lion in illegal gambling payoffs nagkakatalo (It's the dispositive Supreme Court. Sarmiento said that 
Only through succession. x qn and his receipt of а P189-mil- porti Maceda said he expects such | While the government had 
He said Estrada could still be. Oppositionsplitin’04 оп commission fom stock а case to take its normal course | restored Estrada's political 
come president but only Estrada noted that the anti- market purchases using state Estrada said Ms Arroyo her- at the Comelec and the | and civil rights, which in. 
through succession. Arroyo votes were split because pension funds. self failed to keep her word Supreme Court, and it would | clude the right to vote and 


“If he runs for vice president opposition Senator Lacson also ^ On Oct. 25, Ms Arroyo par- when she announced on Dec. probably only be a few days | to be elected, the constitu- 
and wins, and the president ran for president and got three doned Estrada, saving him from 30, 2003, that she was not run- from the elections before the | Чопа! ban still applied to 


elected dies, h canbe president milion votes. "Ifhe did notrun, ife imprisonment. ningin 2004. Supreme Court could decide. him ss a president who 
through succession, not through the opposition would have Hewasimpeached in Novem- = B ай completed a full term. 
election,” Macalintalsaid. ^. won; he said ber 2000 and driven out of Tremblingat the thought? SCtowaitfor pollresults | Not barred 
He agreed with the observa. President Macapagal-Arroyo Malacafiang by a people power “She even made the state- “І posed a question square. | Not barr 
tion that Ms Arroyo's pardon of was declared the winner of фе uprising two months later. ment on Rizal Day. Still, she ly to Chief Justice Pangani- He may vote but he 
Estrada after he was convicted 2004 presidential election, racking ^ ran," Estrada said. ban. I asked him, “Will the | may not be elected for the 
ofplunderwas unconditional. upa lead of about a million votes Supreme Court to decide He said the dispositive por. Supreme Court decide the | Position of president in 
“Some people are saying that over her strongest rival, Poe. Told of the constitutional ban tion of his pardon said that his “case (on Estrada's running | 2010,"said Sarmiento. 
Erap may be brought back to Other presidential candi- on elected presidents running political [and civil] rights were again for president) a few Estrada, however, is not. 
prison because he would be vio- dates, Raul Roco and evangelist again for the office, Maceda restored days before the elections?” | barred by law from run- 
lating the condition of his par- Bro. Eddie Villanueva, also ate said: “The Supreme Court will “I have the right to vote and Maceda said. ning for other positions, he 
don by runningsheresorh- into the anti-Arroyo votes. be. the one that will decide tobevoted on," Estrada said. “Не said the Supreme Court | said. 
ingtoviolate because there's no Estrada initially said that he that? “Ivotedin the barangay elec. would not decide. Theywilljust | | No election law can stop 
condition,” Macalintal said. had yet to make plans for run- “And may ladd that (retired) tions. Why didnt they com- wait for the elections to finish,” | Estrada from seeking other 
Бы E ning again for the top elective Chief Justice Panganiban told plain?” he said. “What's all the фе former senator said. public positions because 
Opposition split in '04 post. "Right now, I have no methat(theissueontheconsti- fuss on my running again for With theelectorate voting for | the constitutional ban only 
Reported to have declared plans,” Estrada told theInoumer. tutional ban) can go either way. president? Are they trembling Estrada? “That's correct,” Mace. | applies to the presidency. 
that he could still run for presi- Asked if he would change his There are good arguments for atthe thought?” da sai 


Ex-ABS-CBN news team holds reunion, talks about the good ole’ days 


From page Al 


Grill on Timog Avenue, Quezon 
ity, just a stone's throw away 
from the offices of rival network 
GMAT. 

During the reunion, the un- 
avoidable was discussed—the 
ratings and network war be- 
tween ABS-CBN and GMA 7. 

It all started when former se- 
nior reporter Carmelita Valdez 
raffled offa black Tshirt with the 
ABS-CBN News logo in front and 
printed on the back were these 
Words: "Old ABS-CBN news- 
тоот, iba tayo (We're different)? 

Many of those in attendance 
shouted: “Iba tayo kasi No. 1 
tayo noon at walang ibang kala- 
ban (We were different because 
we were No. 1 then and we had 
no competition)!" 


Aist 

Attending the informal din- 
ner and get-together were Vice 
President Noli “Kabayan” de 
Castro who was the original an= 
chor of TV Patrol, former Press 
Secretary and former vice presi- 
dent for ABS-CBN News and 
Current Affairs Rod T. Reyes, 
former Press Undersecretary 
and original director of TV Pa- “Its because we saw how challenges and hardships.” and invest time and effort in malaki ang problema nila sa save the day another old-timer 
trol and The World Tonight Rol- ABS-CBN started from scratch Remulla said in jest: “ABS. building resources and contacts. loob, talagang hirap sila and might make a comeback some- 
ly Reyes, former DZMM and and earned the trust of the CBN News then was No. 1 be- "Sorry to say, pero kapag sorry to say, itis about the peo- time soon. 
Radyo Patrol top executive Lito viewers and it's not the same cause the competition washap- nanoodkang newsngayon, nag- ple, the work force that they i 
Balquiedra Jr, former Rep. anymore,” Valdez said. py being No.2.” papabonggahan lang at alamng have now. Noon, kahit nasa Therumoris 
Gilbert Remulla, Angelique La- | She added that the old news- Jay Sonza, who was one of manonood iyon. Hindi tulad taas, bumababa pa rin: ngayon, А network employee said, 
20, Kata Inocencio, Rowena and room wasa real family that gen- the brains behind the original noon na nauuna kasi тау linya, nasa taas, kayo ang pumuntasa “Babalik na si Dong (Dong is 
Gene Orejana, Pal Marquez and uinely cared for each other. TV Patrol, said: “The exclusive may kuneksiyon, hindi dahil sa amin (The old-timers know coming back),” referring to for- 
Becky Cabral, There was no backbiting, no tribe of the old newsroom that тау paunang usapan na (When there is a major internal prob- тег Press Secretary and ABS- 

Someone had to ask the in- crab mentality, no pretensions, made ABS-CBN asuccessisnow you watch the news today, ће lem. In the past, the people іп CBN vice president for News and 
viable: Why was there по she said. “Our priority then was in extinction.” networks are just trying to out- high positions would reach out Current Affairs Ricardo Puno Jr. 
question about ABS-CBN's not to get to the top but то be Sonza, however, failed toat- do each other and the audience to those in the lower positions. — WillPuno'scomeback make a 
dominance in audience share the first to give the news.” tend the get-together. knows this. In the past, when Butnow, the people inthelower difference? What will happen to 
chen, whereas now it has to е- — Valdez was among the batch 5 you were first with the news it positions should be the ones to. the new batch of news execu- 
fend its dominance in the rat- of senior reporters who меге It's not about ratings ‘was because you worked hard, reach out to those up there), tives headed by Ressa? 
ngs game? forced to retire upon the entry The old-timers said they you had good contacts, not be- Yambao said. Abangan (Stay tuned). For 
5 MET of a new News and Current Af dream of once again seeing the cause there was a prior agree- The dinner was also attended пом, its just "small talk and ru- 
Tom scratci fairs group led by Maria Ressa. glory days of ABS-CBN, when ment).” by employees, on-cam talents mors." 
_ Valdez also shared that every delivering the news was not В and production staff who are Incidentally, GMA 7's Butch 
ime GMA 7 got first crackatan Fromzero about ratings. Hurt pride still with ABS-CBN. Raquel was also there, being а 
:xclusive story or interview, Reyes, fondly called “Teta Во. — Yambie Yambao, former pro- — Yambao said she was hurt by former ABS-CBN executive. 
old-timers in the ABS-CBN ly"recalledthatthesuccessofthe ducer for the Rapid Deployment the fact that the pride of ће And the rumor is- The night of the get-together 
yews team felt hurt or agitated, old ABS-CBN News and Public Unit (RDU) of the network, said ABS-CBN News of yesteryear And at this gathering of cur- was capped by a photo op, with 
змеп years after many of them Affairs team was sweet” because it could happen if the curent was no more. rent and former colleagues, an- almost everyone in attendance 
зай severed ties with the giant “we all started from zero, earning News and Current Affairs group “They can dispute this pero other unconfirmed piece of smiling for the camera and 


network ош stripes as wehurdled yeatsof would work as а ream, culuwate alam ng mga old-timers па news surfaced: To supposedly shouting: “Weare No.1! 


Timog Avenue, Quezon City. At center of souvenir photo is Vice President Мой de Castro, himself a distinguished alumnus of the giant network's newsroom. | сочтелеотното 
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5 Scout Rangers in '06 | 


attempted coup axed 


By Nikko Dizon 


FIVE ARMY SCOUT RANGERS WERE 
dishonorably discharged on Christmas 
Day for their alleged participation in the 
February 2006 attempted coup, a mili- 
tary spokesperson said Friday. 

Lt, Col. Ernesto Torres said the dis- 
charge order, signed by Army chief Lt. 
Gen. Alexander Yano, was dated Dec. 28 
but was retroactive to Dec. 25, 

The five had been detained in the 
Army stockade at Camp Capinpin in 
Tanay, Rizal, for over a year. 


No details yet 

Torres said he had yet to read the in- 
vestigation report and thus could not 
give details of the discharge. 

The five were detained since July last 
year but the investigation of their par- 
ticipation in the attempt to grab power 
from President Macapagal-Arroyo by, 
among others, their commander, Brig. 
Gen, Danilo Lim, began only on Nov. 9 
this year. 

‘Sgt. Orlando Valencia, Corporals Wal- 
ter Francisco, Ramon Perania Jr. and 
Reynaldo Pacete, and Pfc. Leon Ones Jr. 
left Tanay yesterday and are on their 
way to their respective hometowns. 


Gold Cross awardee 

Pacete is a Gold Cross recipient for his 
part in the conquest of Camp Abdurajak, 
the Abu Sayyaf camp in Basilan, in 2000 
that resulted in the release of a number 
ofthe bandit group's hostages. 


WASTONG PAGKAIM, 


All five served in a unit led by Scout 
Ranger Capt. Ruben Guinolbay, who is 
himself detained at Camp Capinpin 
along with 27 other decorated Marine 
and Ranger officers including former 
Marine commandant Maj. Gen. Renato 
Miranda, Marine Col. Ariel Querubin 
and Lim. 

Lim was transferred to Camp Crame 
yesterday from Camp Aguinaldo, both 
in Quezon City, for his participation їп 
the Peninsula Manila hotel takeover on 
Nov. 29 where he again called for the 
ouster of President Arroyo along with 
Navy officer turned senator Antonio 
Trillanes № 


40 detained 

Without conducting a formal investi- 
gation, the Army detained 40 Scout 
Rangers suspected of being in on the 
2006 coup plot. 

Of the number, 26 were dismissed 
from the service in October and another 
nine were investigated last month. 

Torres said that following the invest 
gation, the nine soldiers were repri- 
manded and have been assigned to 
Army Headquarters Support Command 
in Taguig City. 

Two of the nine have applied for dis- 
charge, Torres said. 

With the reprimand, the soldiers will 
not be promoted or allowed to undergo 
schooling for a year, Torres said. 

In January, the soldiers will undergo 
training in civil military operations, he 
said 
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From page Al 


killed when she tried to duck 
back into the armored vehicle 
during the attack, and the shock 
‘waves from the blast smashed 
her head into a lever attached to 
thesunroof, fracturing her skull. 
He showed reporters a video- 
tape.of the attack, which 
showed Bhutto waving, smiling 
and” chatting with supporters 
fromthe sunroof as her vehicle 
sat unmoving on the street out- 
side the rally Three gunshots 
rang out, the camera appeared 
to fall and the video, which 
Cheema said was filmed by au- 
thorities, then stopped. 


"Transcript 

Denying charges the govern- 
ment failed to give her ade- 
quate security protection, 
Cheema said it was Bhutto who 
made herself vulnerable and 
pointed out that the other pas- 
sengers — inside Bhutto's 
bombproof vehicle were fine. 

“I wish she had not come out 
ofthe rooftop of her vehicle,” he 
said. 


city. 


Armyin the streets for her death. da fighters are also active, other than al-Qaida that she ment had no immediate plans 
Bhutto, who was twice prime “They will definitely be Іш the transcript, Mehsud thought could be a threat to her, to postpone the Jan. 8 parlia- 
minister of Pakistan, was laid to brought to justice,” said Interior gives his location as Makin, a butoffcialsneverinvestigated. mentary elections, despite the 
rest at her ancestral village in Ministry spokesperson Javed town in South Waziristan, violence and the decision by 
the southern Pakistani province Iqbal Cheema. This fall, he was quoted ina 2probes Nawaz Sharif, another opposi- 
of Sindh on Friday in aceremo- , 1 Pakistani newspaper as saying Cheema announced the for- tion leader, to boycott the рой. 
ny attended by thousands of "Spectacular job’ that he would welcome Bhutto's mation of two inquiries into — "Right now the elections 
mourners as riots by her furious Тһе government released a return from exile with suicide Bhutto's death, one to be саг. stand where they were,” he told 
supporters continued across the transcript Friday ofa purported bombers. Mehsud later denied ried out by a high court judge а news conference. 
country, leaving more than 30 conversation between militant that in statements to local televi- and another by security forces. The United States, which sees 


people dead. 


Army, police and рагатай 
tary troops patrolled the nearly 
deserted streets of Bhutto's 
home city of Larkana on Satur- 
day, passing the shells of burned 
cars on the side of the road. 
Overnight rioting there left 
shops ata jewelry market smol- 
dering. 

Bhutto's party flags, portraits 
of her and signs welcoming her 
hung from electricity pylons. 
Dozens of her grieving support- 
ers gathered to offer prayers at 
various places throughout the 


Serious danger 

Bhutto's death and the ensu- 
ing violence raised concerns 
that this nuclear-armed nation, 
plagued by chaos and the grow. 
ing threat from Islamic mili 
tants even before the killing, 
маз in danger of spinning out of 
control. 

The goverment 
Bhutto's killing on al-Qaida mil- 
‘tants operating with increasing 
impunity in the lawless tribal 
areas along the border with 
Afghanistan and said it would 
hunt down those responsible 


leader Baitullah Mehsud and 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Pakistan gov't says Bhutto killed by bump i in head 


nat 2” 


Grd left) 


зо behind 
blamed 


forces in t 


The government sent the another militant. 
army into the streets on Satur- — "It was a spectacular job. that Mehsu 
day to quell the frenzy of vio- They were very brave boys who tack, 
Тепсе, with orders to shoot on killed her" Mehsud said, ac- 


sight. 


cording to the transcript. 


previously. 


Cheema described Mehsud as 
an al-Qaida leader who was al- 


blast in October against Bhutto 
that killed more than 140 peo- 
ple and most other recent ter- 
rorist attacks in Pakistan. 
Mehsud is thought to be the 
commander. 


South Waziristan, where al-Qai- 


sion and newspaper reporters, 
Bhutto's party rejected claims 


saying 
tant—through emissaries—had 


PRAYING BY THE GRAVESIDE IN THE BHUTTO MAUSOLEUM are 
Benazir Bhutto's children Bilawal (center) daughters Balchtawar 
ight), C) Asifa 2nd right and Bhutto’ younger star Sanam Bhutto 


bombing. 
the Karachi bomb 


of  pro-Taliban 
ће tribal region of 


id was behind the at- 
the mili- 


told Bhutto he was 


пог involved in the Karachi 


“The story that al-Qaida or 
Baitullah Mehsud di 
to usto bea planted story, an in- 
correct story, because they want 
to divert the attention,” said 
Farhatullah Babar, a spokesper- 
son for Bhutto's party. 

Babar said Bhutto had earlier 
told the government of “elements” 


‘About half a dozen police in- 
vestigators sifted through evi- 
dence and took measurements 
Saturday morning at the scene. 
of the shooting and bombing at- 
tack on Bhutto in the garrison 


vestigators. 


nesses said. 


Paramilitary rangers were al- 
зо given the authority to use 
live fire to stop rioters from 
damaging property in the re- 
gion, said Maj. Asad Ali, the 


itappears 


rangers spokesman. 
Election on 


city of Rawalpindi that also 
killed 20 people. More than a 
dozen officers diverted traffic 
and provided security for the in 


Bhutto's death plunged the 
nation deep into turmoil less 
than two weeks before parlia- 
‘mentary elections and sparked 
deadly rioting that Killed at 
least 27 people, according to an 
interior ministry official who 
spoke on condition of anonymi- 
ty because he was not autho- 
rized to speak to the media. 
Desperate to quell the vio- 
lence, the government sent 
troops into the streets of Hyder- 
abad, Karachi and other areas 
in Sindh province, In Hyder- 
sw abad, the soldiers refused to let 
people out of their homes, wit- 


Prime Minister Mohammed- 
mian Soomro said the govern- 


Paldstan as a crucial ау іп the 
war on terror, was counting оп 
President Pervez Musharraf to 
proceed with the vote in the 
hope it will cement steps to- 
ward restoring democracy after 
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the six-week state of emergency 
he declared last month, 

Bhutto's death left her pop- 
ulist party without a clear suc- 
cessor. Her husband, Asif Ali 
Zardari, who was freed in De- 
cember 2004 after eight years 
in detention on graft charges, is 
опе contender to head the party 
although he lacks the cachet of 
being a blood relative from the 
Bhutto clan's political dynasty. 


Burial rites 

While many grieving Pakista- 
mis tumed to violence, hun- 
dreds of thousands of others 
paid their last respects Friday to 
the popular opposition leader. 

‘Throughout the day, hundreds 
of thousands of moumers arrived 
in Bhutto's ancestral home of 
Garhi Khuda Bakhsh in tractors, 
buses, cars and jeeps for her fu- 
neral cortege and burial 

Bhutto's plain wood coffin, 
draped in the red, green and 
black flag of her Pakistan Peo- 
ple's Party, was carried in а white 
ambulance toward the marble 
mausoleum, about five kilome 
ters away, passing a burning р 
senger train on the way. 

Many of the mourners threw 
petals toward the ambulance. 
Women beat their heads and 
chests in grief 

‘An imam led the mourners in 
prayers and Bhutto's son, Bi- 
Іама), and her widowed hus- 
band helped lift the coffin into 
the grave beside that of her fa- 
ther, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, anoth- 
ег popular former prime minis- 
terwho met a violent death. 

“As long as the moon and sun. 
are alive, 5015 the name of Bhut- 
to,” supporters chanted. AP 
with AFP 


Oxford friends remember ‘fiery, fun’ glamorous personality 


From page Al 


the best parties at Oxford, drove a yel- 
low MG sports car and described her 
"university years, featuring typical stu- 
dent pastimes like punting on the Riv- 
er Cherwell, as the best of her life. 
Bhutto studied politics, philosophy 
and economics at Lady Margaret Hall 
from 1973 to 1976 and later became an 
honorary fellow of the college, which 
was founded in 1878 and pioneered in 
‘women's education at Oxford. 


Sports car, nice dresses 

“She was very charismatic,” Victoria 
Schofield, an author and long-time 
friend of Bhutto who met her at Ox- 
ford, recounted. 

“We were a drab lot of 1970s stu- 
dents, messy and not very well-off .. 
and there was this exotic woman who 
drove а sports саг when we mostly 


Missing activist couple released ... 


launched a protest action in 
front of Camp Aguinaldo to de- 


From page Al 


tally killed and, in my case, 
raped, was far from the truth,” 
said 32-year-old Fernandez, 
‘who gave birth to a baby boy on 
Nov. 21 

The couple said that during 
their stay inside the camp of the 
62nd Infantry Battalion, which 
is based in Calbiga, Samar, 
Ponce and his men treated them 
kindly although, for the first 
two months, they were held 
separately. г. 


rode bicycles and had lots of friends.” 

Schofield, who later wrote a book 
about Bhutto's father, added, "She en- 
joyed the union but she liked socializ- 
ing as well, she liked parties and wear- 
ing hice dresses." 

‘Alan Duncan, business spokesperson: 
for the main opposition Conservative. 
Party knew Bhutto for 31 years and was 
her campaign manager when she be- 
‘came Oxford Union president in 1976. 

Their friendship continued after 
they left university and the pair ex- 
changed e-mails a few days before her 
death in which he pledged to visit Pak- 
istan to see her being sworn in as prime 
minister 


From Harvard 

"She was fiery and fun, a very domi- 
nant personality" he said. 

“She had been to Harvard already so. 
she was a little bit older than the rest of 


movement, 


family in 


student at 
ty ofthe Phi 


students before they joined the 


was a journalism and sociology 


Campus paper editor 
She wrote for and edited the 
PUP campus paper, The Cata- 


us—she was enormously determined.” 

‘The principal of Lady Margaret Hall, 
Doctor Frances Lannon, said she was 
“appalled” by Bhutto's assassination, 
adding, "She was highly regarded аз. 
an intelligent student who made many 

~ friends here,” 

Duncan said that Bhutto's father, 
Zulfiqar АН Bhutto, alongside whom 
the assassinated opposition leader and 
former prime minister was buried Fri- 
day, was ousted from office weeks after 
she was voted into the prestigious role. 

‘This prompted а wave of protests in 
the university involving students and 
academics alike, he said. 


‘Transformed by father's death 
“Throughout all of that year in 
which she had been president, there 
were campaigns, meetings around Ox- 
ford," he said. 
But he said it was her father's hang- 


said they would try 


Mandaluyong City 


lytechnic Universi- 
ippines in Manila. 


zl JULIET FERNANDEZ Iyst, and was an active member 
Substantial information — ! Canmauteorioro of the College Editors Guild of afraid to esti. 
It was during this time that the region claimed through а the Philippines. 


the military extracted "substan- 
tial information” from the cou- 
ple, Ponce said. 

He said that, among other 
things, they were able to learn 
the strength, both in manpower 
and firearms, of the South 
Samar Front Commands Land Il 
that operate in the province un- 
der a certain "Ka Huling.” 

Fernandez, who is a native 
of Dulag, Leyte, but lived in 
Metro Manila, was the educa- 
tion chair of the Samar Front 
Command I, According to the 
military. She was involved in 
mass organization and recruit- 
ment activities, 

Her common-law husband, 
Pajarito, 29, was а full-time NPA 
member under the South 
Samar Front Command П, the 
military said. 

Days after their arrest, the 
National Democratic Front, the 
political arm of the СРВ and 
some human rights groups In 


they 


statement that the two had 
been tortured, raped (in the 
case of Fernandez) and brutally 
led by ое of the 62nd 


ins mikey makiki же 
nandez and Pajarito at around 
4a.m. on May 11 when the van 


stopped at a checkpoint in 
Barangay 
town in Samar. 

The military alleged that the 
two and their companions were 
on their way to the city of Cat- 
balogan to collect permit-to- 
campaign fees from certain 
politicians. They were brought 
to the 62nd IB. 

“Aside from being trained in 
the art of warfare, members of 
the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines are also trained as sons 
and daughters of God, We re- 
spect and value the rights of an 
individual,” Ponce sai 

The two, who were college On 


of Gabriel 


worked as an organizer for 


were riding in was 
distraught 
assistance 


Polangi, Calbiga 


the couple. 


the camps 


town, 
Officials 


She joined the women’s 
group Gabriela in 1997 and 
was elected secretary general 


groups to help them find their 
daughter. In June, a fact-finding 
mission was conducted by Kara- 
patan and Gabriela to search for 


‘The team visited police sta- 
tions in the province as well as 


Galbiga and of the 8018: In- 
fantry Brigade in Hinabinga 


nied having custody of the cou- 
ple but refused to issue a certifi- 
ation saying so. 

Ос, 16, 


la-Youth. She later 


parents sought the 
of varous militant 


and water. 
of the 62nd IB in 


handcuffed and 
watch. 
they talked to de- 


Gabriela reported. 


suing legal remedies to secure 
the couple's release—or at least 
force the Army to acknowledge 
having the couple in its cus- 
tody—because residents who 
had witnessed the abduction 
and saw the couple being trans- 
ferred to various locations al- 
legedly by soldiers were too 


A third activist abducted with 
the couple, identified only as 
Jepoy, managed to escape and 
revealed to Karapatan-Eastern 
Visayas that they were arrested 
for being suspected NPA mem- 


Fernandez and Pajarito were 
detained їп separate but adja- 
cent quarters at the camp of the. 
62nd IB, and were interrogated 
and tortured by turns for eight 
days. He said his hands were 
tied and he was hung for two 
days, while being denied food 


Jepoy also said Juliet was 
raped while her husband was 


However, before he could ex- 
есше an affidavit, Jepoy again 
disappeared and efforts to lo- 
cate him failed, Gabriela later 


ing in 1979 under the regime of mili- 
тагу dictator General Zia-ul Haq which 
propelled her to “serious political ap- 
plication.” He added, “You're on a mis- 
sion then, aren't you?" 

Another Oxford contemporabj, du- 
thor Tariq Ali, echoed this view, writing 


nota natural politician and had always 
wanted to be a diplomat, but history 
and personal tragedy pushed her in the 
other direction, 

“Her father’s death transformed 
her” 
Memorial 

The Oxford Union announced that it 
would hold a debate in Bhutto's mem- 
огу оп Jan. 17 entitled, "This house be- 
lieves that the ideal state is a secular 
state.” 

It sent its condolences to her family 
“at this awful time,” АЕР 


WORST CRISIS IN PAKISTAN'S 
MODERN HISTORY. The assassination of 
former PM Benazir Bhutto has triggered 
nationwide violence that had reportedly 
killed more than 30 people as of press 
time. The government has called in the 
armed forces to assist in controlling the 
lawand order situation. » 


Militants welcome release 


of activist couple but 


By Jerome Aning 


their best to start a new Ше in mand that the military release 

gn oftheirba- Fernandez. пашут озот vesten- 
Е ? i day welcomed the release of ac- 
Fernandez, eldest of three Too afraid to testify o 

siblings from a working class Karapatan had difficulty pur- ‘ists Juliet Fernandez and her 


icto the military. 


Samar. 


said. 


the Amihan National Federa- Бег. onie 
Чоп of Peasant Women in Pajarito that they were treated. 
Cavite. Tortured kindly Their public presenta- 

"When she disappeared, her Jepoy had recounted how he, tion by the military has all the 


riquez. 


nize fisherfolk in the 


*Publicity stunt" 
forced to 


common-law husband Manuel 
Pajarito, but were skeptical of 
the couple's initial statements 
that appeared to be sympathet- 


"The couple had been missing 
forseven months after allegedly 
being abducted by soldiers in 


Fernandez and Pajarito were 
“surfaced” by the 62nd Infantry 
Battalion of the Philippine 
‘Army in Tacloban City, the hu- 
man rights group Karapatan 


"re surprised by the testi- 
monies made by Fernandez and. 


hallmarks of a staged or script- 
ей play" said Karapatan secre- 
tary general Marie Hilao-En- 


Fernandez and Pajarito had 
gone to Eastern Samar to orga- 


bansang Lakas ng Kilusang Ma- 
mamalakaya ng Pilipinas. 


Pamalakaya information of- 
ficer Gerry Albert Corpuz said 
the couple's release was а 
"publicity stunt." He called on 
the military to stop treating 
the two as “trophies” and to re- 
move them from Army custody 


so that they may freely speak 
to the media. 

Corpuz said Pamalakaya was. 
supposed to launch the “Nasaan 
si Juliet (Where is Juliet)?” 
campaign drive in January to 
speed up efforts to find her and 
encourage witnesses to come 
ош. 

“She last attended our па- 
tional congress as a delegate of 
our Samar chapter. She was in- 
strumental in exposing the hu- 
man rights violations commit- 
ted by the military against poor 
fisherfolk in Eastern Visayas," 
he told the INQUIRER. 

Enriquez said the Fernan- 
dez-Pajarito “case clearly 
shows that the military, specif- 
ically the 62nd IB, is commit 
ting the dastardly act of disap- 
pearance, illegal arrests and 
detention contrary to what 
government functionaries, un- 
der a president who condones 
and tolerates them, have par- 
roted that they are not in- 
volved in any of these crimes 
on hapless civilians.” 

Corpuz said Pamalakaya was 
determined to file cases of ille- 
gal arrest and detention or kid- 
napping against the soldiers re- 
sponsible, 

In November, the INquinen 
interviewed Fernandez's par- 
ents, Roberto and Cristeta, 
who were worried for their 
daughters safery and health, 
since Fernandez had sald in a 
text message that she was preg- 
mant. 
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GMA leads Rizal 111th anniversary rites in La Union 


By Michael Lim Ubac raising and wreath-laying cer- and Armed Forces of the Philip- Rep. Diosdado Arroyo, flew to Не has since recovered from servance of this significant 
emonies at the Rizal Shrineat pines Chief of Staff Hermo- Baguio City from Manila at the surgery, traveling to Hong event,” Ms Arroyo said when 
PRESIDENT MACAPAGALAR- 8a.m. genes Esperon Jr, among other noon Saturday Rep. Juan Kong, and lately, accompanying she signed AO 214 on Dec. 17. 


Toyo will lead today's nation- The rites will be replicated in officials. Miguel Arroyo and his family Ms Arroyo on her visits to She authorized the Depart- 
wide commemoration of the various places nationwide, willcatch up with the First Fam- France, Spain and the United ment of Budget and Manage- 
111th anniversary of the mar- cluding Rizal Park in Manila, Wreathfora hero ily in the Pines City today. Kingdom. ment to release P2 million, 
tyrdom of Dr. Jose Rizal froma and the Rizal Shrines іп Calam- After the arrival honors, the A Asinthe past, theFirstFamily charged against the regular 
litde-known monument to the ba, Laguna; Dapitan City, Cebu President will proceed to the бал Back to Baguio . willspend New'Yearat Mansion budget of the NHI under the 
national hero in San Femando City and Davao City: Fernando plaza to lead the flag. The occasion is doubly signif- House, the presidential summer General Appropriations Act of 
Gity in La Union. Ms Arroyo will be given full raising ceremony, assisted by the icant for the First Family since palace, and reum to Mala- 2007, and from other savings to 
Tor inspiring an oppressed military honors complete with La Union governor, the two con- it's the first time the President's cafang on Jan. 2. defray the expenses for the 
nation to eventually break free 21-gun salute by Philippine Mil- gressmen, the citymayor andthe husband has returned to the Earlier, the President issued 2007 activities. 
oftthe shackles of Spanish domi- itary Academy cadets upon her NHI executive director. city after delicate heart surgery Administrative Order No. 214 ^ Meanwhile, the NHI an- 
nation, Rizal was executed by a arrival at Camp Oscar Florendo Тһе President will then laya in April. designating the Has the head nounced the holding ofits annu- 
firing squad on orders of Span- іп San Fernando. wreath at the Rizal memorial By nightfall last Easter Sunday, agency of the National Organiz- al Rizal lecture today at 8 a.m. at 
ish authorities on Dec. 30, Тһе President will be wel- shrine. the Presidents husband was ing Committee. Plaza de Armas, Fort Santiago, 
1896, in Bagumbayan, now ге: comed by La Union Gov. Thethemeforthisyearscele. rushed to а hospital in Baguio d Invanmuros, Manila, NHI doi 
named Rizal Parkin hishonor. Manuel Ortega, Congressmen brationis “Isaisip at sapusoang where he was diagnosed to be Lecture on Rizal Аара Ocampo wil deliver he 
From Baguio City the Presi- Victor Ortega and Butch Paggunita ng Kabayanihan ni suffering from gastritis. Nine “Тһе entire country will be lecture. 
dent will board the presidential Dumpit, San Fernando City Rizal.” hours later, he underwent high- commemorating this momen- ^ Vice President Noli de Castro 
chopper. for the 20-minute Mayor Pablo Ortega, National The President, along with her risk surgery in Manila for a life- tous occasion andthe NHlisthe and other government digni 
flight to San Fernando. Historical Institute (NHI) exec- husband Jose Miguel Arroyo threatening heart disease—a dis- agency best fit to organize pro- (але are expected to attend the 
Ms Arroyo will lead ће flag- utive director Ludivico Badoy and children Evangeline and secting aortic aneurysm. grams and activities in the ob- two events. 


Battle-tested Marines guard monument 14 hours a day 


From page Al earned in the battlefield. 
“We (choose) the most quali- 
Jose Rizal, whose martyrdom in fied to be on duty at the monu- 
1896 is being marked today. ment. They have to be at least 
“When I was in elementary 5'6" in height, of medium build, 
school in Oriental Mindoro, І and must have a military bear- 
thought ГА only see the Rizal ing. They have to be snappy,” 
monument on the label of a MSEG deputy group comman- 
matchbox. I never thought Га be der Lt. Col. Renato Acosta said. 
Standing right by it one day as an. For this, the MSEG has been 
honor guard,” said M/Sgt. Juani- considered the Marines’ “show 
to Mayo, 48, who was on guard window” for elegance and 
duty at the Rizal monument in poise, Acosta said. 
Luneta Park for six years. "It makes me proud that Тат 
“When all the trees have fallen given the chance and honor to 
after a storm, only three will re. be a guard of our national 
main standing at Luneta—the hero,” said S/Sgt. Leonilo Erna, 
statue of Rizal and his two Ma- 38, who has been a Rizal sentry 
Tine honor guards,” Mayo said, forayearnow. 
recallingaquote attributedtothe | Mayo, the most senior of 
Тасе journalist Teodoro Valencia. — MSEG's 22-member Escort 
Company said honor guards 
Natural landmark ave bean posted at ie ont. 
‘Attracting hundreds of mentas far back as the '60s. 
uds every day бе monne The Marines have a sanding 
села сыч a авони AE көле 


guard would not have acted that 
way if he hadn't been provoked, 
if he had a choice other than hit- 
ting back," Mayo said. 


No talking 

Marine honor guards are strict- 
Jy prohibited from talking to each 
other or to park visitors, or to 
make unnecessary gestures. They 
cannot just casually leave their 
posts without proper turnover 
ceremonies between shifts. 

But what's the protocol when 
mature calls? Simple: They just 
have to hold itin for a while; 

"With the kind of training we 
have, within those two and a 
half hours in the shift we don't 
easily get lousy. Otherwise, ме 
will not get through the duty at 
Luneta,” said Camodoc. 

Of course, Rizal's guards also 
have their share of "fun" mo- 
ments while keeping a stoic de- 
meanor. 


along Roxas Boulevard in Mani. Parks Development Committee "AFTERASTORM, ONLY 3 REMAIN STANDING IN LUNETA. Only the most qulifed Marines ara chosen...” “Sometimes, there would be 
Ja—was erected 17 years after and the Philippine Tourism Au- asthe national hero's honor guards at his 94-year-old monument at Kilometer Zero at the Luneta. комин children taking a good look at 
Rizal's execution by the coun- thority to providesecurityatthe | 3 us and arguing: "Thats a stat- 
try's Spanish colonial rulers. shrine. The park is also consid- іп "parade rest” formation. spect and bow in front of the the scene and intervenes. ue!" “Мо, that's a real person!” 


А masterpiece in bronze and егей within the area of respon- То break the monotony, the monument. That's why its frus- — “Galaw-galaw, baka ma-stroke. Camodoc smiled. 

granite designed by Swiss Dr. sibility of the Marines mother highly trained drill sergeants trating at times when there are (Move а little or you may have a 

Richard Kissling, it stands near unit, the Philippine Navy Would at times march around some Filipino visitors, mostly шоке), said Ema, quoting a Endurance test 

the spot where Rizal died by fir. whose headquarters ison Roxas the monument. When “in the students, who yell at us, “Не park visitors unsolicited, but асс Extreme weather poses another 
ing squad. Across the monu- Boulevard, facing Manila Bay. mood,” they perform dazzling (Rizal) is already dead! Why tually healthy, piece of advice. endurance test. During summer 


mentisthemarkerfor"Km.0, .. 7 maneuvers with their rifles. аге you still guarding him? ” 5 the guards usually get sunburned. 
the starting point for ће coun- Thrills, challenges B n Camodoc told the Inquirer іп Security cordon Their uniforms—navy blue tops 
try's road mapping system. ButS/Sgt Armando Camod- Rifle exhibition Filipino. Mayo said a security cordon and white pants on special occa- 


The Rizal monument is the ос, а bemedalled UN peace- “Afteraboutan houror90min- ^ “Others do silly things just to providing а “safe” distance be- sions and khakis on ordinary 
only statue in the Philippines keeper who is now on his ninth- utes (into the shift), we would go distract you. They wave their tween guards and spectators was — days—also tend to fade faster. 
provided with an honor guard. year as а Rizal honor guard, be. around or doa rifle exhibition, ез- hands or shout out orders: Aren- finally installed sometime after an Соте the rainy season, they 
For decades, guarding it has lieves there's a simpler reason pecially when there are many tion! Forward march! Others lay incident in 1999, when an honor сап “retreat” to the guard hous- 
been a role exclusively given to the Marines got the Luneta as- park visitors,” said Camodoc. down on the ground in front of guard was slapped by а park visi- es on either side of the monu- 


corporals and sergeants of the signment: "The higher com- Тһе sight of spinning you,” hesaid. Torandwasfortedtofightbeck. — ment only when it gets too 
Marine Security and Escort mand trusts the Marines.” Garands often attracts tourists Тһе more raucous ones give “It was around 11 a.m. and stormy and windy that they 
Group (MSEG), mostly soldiers Тһе job may be miles away Outforsouvenirphotos. ет “the dirty finger” or hurl his partner was not at his post. can't keep their hats on. 
"ith at least a year or two of from the frontlines, but guarding “Visitors would sometimes expletives. Some even throw This Marine was by himself and ^ "We always tell them before 
combat experience against Moro Dr Rizal, even only оп two-and- request us to be photographed stones at the defenseless there was this visitor—a stu- leaving the barracks (for the 
separatists or communist insur- а Бай ош shifts, poses its own With them, so we oblige. But guards. dent—physically attacking him. Luneta) that they should be good- 
gents. set of thrills and challenges. that’s only for the outgoing Тһе Marines, as part of their He responded by hitting him looking, keep their shoes shiny. 
‘Several pairs of Marines, bear. guards. The incoming guards discipline, should never retali- with his rifle,” Mayo said. For once they take their positions 


Marines’ ‘show windcw" ing МІ Garand rifles, take tums are not allowed to do that be- are. But when the heckling goes "Тһе student went to the po- at the monument, they cannot af- 

This unique security detail from 8am. to 10 p.m. Formuch cause they have to proceed to too far and begins to actually lice to complain, but the police ford to relax because people ob- 
gives the troopers a sense of of the shift, the guards stand a their post,” Ema said. harm the guards, a backup Ма- did not press charges because serve them. That's part of our in- 
pride apart from the valor fewpacesapartfacingeach other “Most foreigners show re- rine in civilian clothes enters they knew that a Marine honor docmination," Mayo said. 


Sisa, Crispin, Basilio lived here, say Bulacan townsfolk 


From page Al 


Msgr. Filemon Capiral said 
the town has a rich heritage. 
“The residents, although most 
have gone abroad, are helping 
preserve the heritage,” he said. 

Four years ago, Fr. Dennis Es- 
pejo, who was then the parish 
priest, organized the Commit- 
tee on the Cultural Heritage of 
San Rafael. 


Little-known history 

Espejo raised funds from resi- 
dents who made good here and 
abroad and established a muse- 


in Rizals “Noli Me Tangere” 
published in Berlin in 1887. 

“Noli Me Tangere” (Touch Me 
Not) and its sequel, “El Filibus- 
terismo” (The Reign of Greed), 
exposed the abuses of the Span- 
ish friars and earned for Rizal 
the ire of the Spanish authori- 
ties. 

Rizal was executed on Dec. 
30, 1896, and his two books аге 
now required reading for Fil- 
ipino high school and college 
students. um. 


Bloodstained walls THISIS SAN JUAN DE DIOS CHURCH n San Rafae!, Bulacan, where RET The museum, located on the 
Cory Valero-Vergel de Dios, lecalloresays Crispin маза sacristan and was treated cruelly by the GATEWAY TO A FOLK TALE The convent of the San Juan de Dios элен m 
71, sald she first heard the story Spanish parish priest. One night, Crispin disappeared never to be seen... Church now houses a museum as the repository ofthe rich heritage Showcases a collection of reli 


magilas ^ jous icons and vestments, an- 
from her parents and older rela. ^im which caused his mother Sisatolosehermind. | коюньскеш of San Rafael, Bulacan. ыыт 


tives. Born in 1936, Vergel de Tina, a Manila-based profes- inthe church as“bellringers"to “theyre going to kill me.” The this scene actually happened The room with the bloodstained 
Dios spent many summers of- sional in her 20s, heard the tale help their mother Sisa. Their fa- head sacristan dragged Crispin here during the Spanish colo- wall is part of the museum. 


fering flowers at the church, of- from her grandparents and de- ther was a man who liked going down the stairs from the Бей nial era. ‘There is a not so well-known 
ten playing at the convent after seribed the account as “vague to cockfights and beat their tower and into the shadows. historical fact about the San 
the traditional Flores de Mayo and sketchy.” mother ‘That was the last time Basilio Catholic town Juan de Dios Church. It was the 
eS The boys’ unhappy life sawhiskidbrother Founded as a Spanish settle- site of one of the bloodiest bat- 

She said she and her play- Tableau turned worse when the head Leaving the convent pastcur- ment in 1750, San Rafael із а tles between the Katipuneros 


matesusedtogazeattheblood- ^ Nonetheless the room in the sacristan accused Crispin of few, Basilio was met by the deeply Catholictown. Residents and the Spanish troops. 
stained wall and wander near convent where Crispin wassup- stealing “two ounces” which guardia civil (the police then) make sure they get married in According to the church's his- 
the well, “The stains were red posedly tortured to death now was then equivalent to P32.On who fired shots. А bullet grazed the same church where they torical marker, Katipuneros led 
and clear” Vergel de Dios said. has a tableau which hasa man- rhe day the loss was discovered, Basilio's head. Though bleeding were christened. When church by Gen. Anacleto Enriquez and 
Valderrama, who works nequin resembling Rizal. Crispin was not allowed to from а head wound, he man- bells peal at 6 p.m., residents Spanish troops under Lt. Col. 
at the municipal hall, said she Тһе Rizal mannequin sits Бе- leave the convent, while Basilio aged to go home to his mother pause to say the Angelus. Lopez Arteaga fought fiercely at 
heard the story from her moth- hind a desk, writing. He faces was allowed to leave only after that night. Located some 150 kilometers the site. When the smoke 
ex, who is now in her 80s. She the well where Crispin's body 10 p.m., which was past the 9 This is the background to the north of Manila, the town is ac- cleared, an estimated 800 men 
also heard the story from her was supposedly dumped. p.m. curfew. heartbreaking scene of the cessiblevianarrow, badlypaved were dead, among them the 20- 
grandmother, now deceased. In the Noli, Rizal described д madwoman Sisa, who wan- roads. According to the 2000 year-old Enriquez, who was a 
“It's just a story,” said Valder- Crispin as “a timid boy with Lasttime dered the streets, looking for annual census, San Rafaelhasa good friend of another Bu- 
rama, whois activein parishac- large black eyes.” He and older Crispin begged Basilio not to her sons Crispin and Basilio. population of 169,776 with lakefio, the boy general, Grego- 
tivities. brother Basilio were employed leave him because, he said, ^ Some San Rafaclefios believe 14,659 households. rio del Pilar. 
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Makati readies New Year bash, but motorists warned 


By Julie M. Aurelio. 


MOTORISTS HAD BETTER AVOID 
Makati tomorrow as Mayor Jejomar 
Binay pulls out all the stops to stage 
the citys countdown to the New Year 
оп Ayala Avenue in which thousands 
of revelers are expected to participate. 

Thecity governmentis deploying 
700 police, medical and public safe- 
ty personnel to provide security 
during the fireworks display on 
New Year's Eve. Much of the activity 
will be centered in the intersection 
of Makati and Ayala avenues in 
frontof the Peninsula Manila hotel. 

“With close to a thousand medi- 
cal and security personnel attend- 
ing to the city's guests, we expect 
our countdown to be one of the 
safestand most fun ways to usher in. 
2008. We have taken the necessary 
precautions," Binay said. 

"The New Year's Eve countdown 


is our little way of celebrating and 
sharing love with all of Makati City 
and the Filipino people,” he said. 

Binay said the event is also a 
fundraising drive of the city govern- 
ment and the Sagip Kapamilya pro- 
gram of the ABS-CBN Foundation. 
Cash donations will be accepted 
during the affair, for which donors 
will get raffle tickets which will give 
them the chance to win gadgets and 
P1 million in cash. 

"The stretch of Ayala Avenue from 
Makati Avenue to Paseo de Roxas will 
be closed to traffic, as well as portions 
‘of Makati Avenue from Paseo de Rox- 
as to Ayala Avenue, according to 
Hermenegildo San Miguel, chief of 
Makatis Department of Public Safety: 

The traffic rerouting scheme took 
effect on Friday night to enable 
crews to begin ground preparations. 

Motorists have been advised to 
take these alternate routes: 


Passenger buses coming from the 
Light Rail Transit should take Buen- 
dia Avenue while buses coming 
from Edsa/Ayala Avenue can turn 
right to Buendia Avenue. 

Buses coming from Edsa could al- 
зо tum right on Amaiz Avenue, 
right to Paseo de Roxas and left at 
Ayala Avenue. 
ton/Buendia can make a right at Ay- 
ala Avenue and another right tum to 
Salcedo Street. Others coming from 
Edsa/Ayala can use Buendia Avenue. 

Private vehicles coming from 
LRT/South Superhighway/Buendia 
going to the Central Business Dis- 
trict can turn right on Ayala Avenue, 
then tur right to Paseo de Roxas. 

Those coming from Edsa/Ayala 
going to Ayala Center can turn right 
On Ayala Avenue and then left 10 
Hotel Drive or North Drive before. 


Motorists coming from Edsa can 
likewise tum right to Ayala Avenue areas 
and then make another right tum at 
Apartment Ridge. 


ORACAY7799 


INCLUSIONS: 


San Miguel said public parking E 


have been designated along 


the length of De la Rosa Street and к 
Paseo de Roxas. 


making a left on Makati Avenue. 


GE : 
Appliances 


THE DAILY 
GosPEL 


Sunday, December 30, 2007 
Feast of the Holy Family 
Ist Reading: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 

‘Those who fear the Lord honor their par- 
ents, 

For the Lord established that children should 
respect their father; he confirmed the right of the. 
mother over her children. 

Whoever honors his father atones for his sins, 
he who gives glory to his mother prepares a wea- 
sure for himself 

Whoever honors his father will receive joy 
коп his own children and wil be heard when he 


pray. 

‘Whoever glorifies his father wil have а long 
Ше. Whoever obeys the Lord gives comfort to his 
mother 

My son, take care of your father in his old age, 
do not cause him sorrow as long as he ives 

Even if he has Iost his mind, have patience; do 
not be disrespectful to him while you are in fill 
health. 

Tor kindness done to one's father wil never be 
forgoten, it wil serve as reparation for your sins. 
2nd Reading: Colossians 31221 

Family fein the Lor. 

Gothe yourselves, then, as в fiting for God's 
Chosen people, holy and beloved of him. Put on 
compassion, kindness, humility; meskness and 
patience to bear with one another and forgive 
Whenever there is any occasion to do so. Ав бе 
Lord has forgiven you, forgive one another Above 
ай, clothe yourselves with love which binds every. 
thing together in perfect harmony: May the peace 
of Gris overflow in your ћеш, for this end you 
were called о be one body And be thank. 

let the word of God dwell in you in all is rich- 
nes. Teach and admonish one another with 
words of wisdom. With thankful beans sing to 
ой psalms, hymns and spontaneous praise. And 
whatever you door say, do it in the Name of Jesus, 
the Lord, giving thanks to God the Father trough 
him, 


Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as 
you should do in the Lord. Husbands, lore your 
Wives and do not get angry with them. Children, 


obey your parents in everything, because that 
pleases the Lord. Parents, do not be too demand- 


ing of your children, Jest they become discour- 
aged. 


Gospel Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
Take the child and his mother, and flee into 


After the wise men had lef, an angel of the 
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph and sud, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother and lee to 
Egypt, and say there undi I tell you for Herod will 
soon be looking for the child in order to КШ him.” 

Joseph got ир, took the child and his mother, 
and left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until 
the death of Herod. In this way what the Lord had 
sald through the prophet was АШКЕ 1 called my 
son out of Egypt. 

er Herod's death, an angel of the Lord ap- 
peared in a dream to Joseph and said, “Get up, 
Take the chid and his mother and go back to the 
Jand of Israel, because those who tried to kill the 
child are dead." So Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 

‘But when Joseph heard that Archilaus had suc- 
ceeded his father Herod as king of Judea, he was 
afraid to go there. He was given farther instruc 
tions in a dream, and went to the region of 
Galilee. 

"There he settled in a town called Nazareth. In 
this way what was said by the prophets was ful- 
filed: He shall be called a Nezorean. 
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Our latest 
combo. 


The GE Buy and Cell promo 


Get a free GE cellular phone when you buy selected GE appliances nationwide from Dec. 12, 2007 to Jan. 31, 2008. 


Al buyers of selected GE Applionces distributed by CYA Industries, nc (as isted below! 
from December 12, 2007 to January 31, 2008 are entitled to get o free GE cellular phone. 
а.2-Ооог No Frost Ref applicable to all model 
b. Clean Steel 2-Door Ref oppicoble to ой models) 


1 Commentary 
We hear the old wisdom of a family: mother/fa- C Stainless Steel 2-Door Ref Series ісрріссізе to 16, 19, 20 cuft ONLY) 
усы чүч coccinea сік d 55де Washer lopplicabie о ой models 
who treats his parents with respect and dignity as е. Digital Side by Side Ref lopplicable to ой models} 
they age, caring for them. But this is а human fami- This promo s effective nationwide. 


1b: We belong as Gods chosen ones to the family of 
God that isthe Trinity in which we are initiated into 


at our baptisms. We belong to the Body of 
(Ghrist—those who hear the Word of God and prac- 


The promo periods from December 12, 2007 to January 31. 2008. 

Oniy purchases until the deadline of the buying period wil be void to avail of the free GE cellular phones. 
‘The free GE сөйг phone cannot be exchanged for cash. 

This promo shali supersede existing GE promos such as GE Electric Fontostic ond O% interest promo rates 


te it becoming erer more holy and beloved of ОҚЫДЫ өз 
od. We must actas the brothers and sisters of God irm piri ctu 
i eus forging, bearing wih one another (o onmaga tomoraa 


erone, induding enemies), and loving all іл the 
practical ways that are demanded: humility, meek- 
ness (non-violence), mery parience. We must dwell 
in peace and tet the Word of God dwell with us (not 
Just as individuals but as a community, the disciples 
and the company of Jesus-church). We are to live 
with joy and worship and do all to serve Gods will 
and kingdom. Our duty whether we are married, 
single, children, parents, grandparents, kin, or the 
friends of Gods to be submissive to the Gospel and 
‘obey the Word ofthe Lord. 

Being the family of God can be hard. It is fraught 
with violence, fleeing from evil and destruction as we 
ry to save оле another’ lives, ing with the igno- 
rance of others (йе magi who go to Herod), surviv- 
ing in poverty and history (occupied territory of he 
Romans). But itis the Word of God in the Scriptures 
that tells us what to do and how to live with grace in 
allstvations. We must listen and obey 


GE imagination at work 
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“ANG BAWAT PARANGAL NA AMING MAKAMIT 
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IT'S ABIRD.. 


Mary Poppins she's not but one of ће high divers of the world- 
renowned Oliver's Water Shows which has been attracting 
crowds to Enchanted Kingdom in Santa Rosa, Laguna. Tricky 
synchronized high dives are part of the performers’ repertoire. 


You're lost in the middle of last-minute 
Christmas shopping while waiting for an 
important call or text message. Suddenly, 
your phone indicates that it's low batt. You 
try looking for your charger in your bag but 
then you remember leaving it at home. At 
that moment, you also realize that if even 
you did have your charger, you still would 
епа up begging for a place to charge up 
since most establishments are not eager 
to share their electrical sockets. 

Nokia knows that this nightmare is in- 


Quiz bee in final rounds 


AFTER CONDUCTING DIFI 
rent levels of elimination na- 
tionwide, the 28th National 
Quiz Bee draws to its finals in 
two parts on Dec. 30 and Jan. 6 
at 6 p.m. at the Development 
Academy of the Philippines au- 
ditorium in Tagaytay City 

‘The contest will air on televi- 
sion’s Studio 23. 

Finalists are the regional win- 
ners in the categories of Ele- 
mentary Makabayan (Philip- 
pine History, Culture and 
Sports), Elementary Mathemat- 
ics, High School Science and 
Technology and Collegiate 
General Information and Inter- 
national Affairs 

Initially, six milliogcstydents 
joinedthebee. — 7- 

The regional champion’ and 
their teachers were treated to a 
four-day camp at the DAP con- 
ference center in Tagaytay 
dubbed the "Summit of the Su- 
per Quiz Bees,” with tours, sem- 


inars and fellowships in prepa- 
ration for the competition. 

“These activities gave all con- 
tenders an opportunity to bond 
with their co-competitors and 
understand the values of learn- 
ing and healthy competition,” 
said Pettizou Tayag, vice presi 
dent ofthe Quiz Bee Foundation. 

At stake for the four national 
champion students are: The 
President Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo Trophy, Quiz Bee Gold 
Medallion of Excellence, Quiz 
Bee National Champion Сепій- 
cate, P70,000 education plan, 
P100,000 life insurance policy, 
encyclopedia set, multimedia 
computer system, mobile 
phone, MP3 player, gift pack- 
ages and certificates from 
World of Fun and other prizes. 
Winning teachers, schools, divi- 
sions and regions will also re- 
ceive prizes. 

Details may be obtained from. 
Tayag at tel. 741-0856. 


reality. To address 
this glaring and ev- 
er-present need, it 
introduced a spe- 
dial service only 
here in the Philip- 
pines. As a holiday. 
treat, Nokia came 
up vvith the Nokia 
Charging Station 
project to give 
back to its loyal 
users by keeping 
them charged up 
andconnected. 
The — mobile 
phone giant has installed over 200 Nokia 
Charging Stations in places where people 
are always on-the-go. Now everyone with 
а Nokia phone can charge up for free at 
selected Ayala Cinemas, KFC outlets, 
Nokia Stores, Nokia Care Centers, Smart 
Wireless Centers, and Wendy's branches. 
Initial reception of the Nokia charging 
stations has been extremely encouraging. 
Those who have experienced its conve- 
nience consider it a lifesaver and seek it 
out whenever their battery meters run low, 
"It's very helpful, especially for people 
like me who are always on the road. Like. 
yesterday, | went to Wendy's to charge up. 
my phone and eat something while wait- 
ing! вау Alex Betonlo. 
й кф 


“| was in Greenbelt 3 cinema and my 


phones battery was almost totally 
drained. Good thing there was a charging 
station so | was able to charge up and re- 
семе an important call from my mom,” 
adds Abby Espiritu. 

The innovative mobile phone company 
plans to instali more charging stations na- 
tionwide and team up with more partners. 
Soon, more people may charge up their 
mobile phones while enjoying their fa- 
vorite cafés and restaurants. The idea of 
being cut off from the rest of the world be- 
cause of a dead battery may even be rele- 
gated to the ghost of Christmas past. 
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Rizal in us 


IZAL DAY FINDS A NATION REMEMBERING RIZAL 
and engaging in a debate reminiscent of the inner 
struggle the national hero underwent in his life- 
time: the struggle between a pious hope for reform and the 
faith in peaceful change, on the one hand; and the tempta- 
tion to throw caution to the wind and to plot and demand 
revolution, on the other. 
The struggle was resolved in Rizal's 
"EDITORIAL mind by his decision to reject the revolu- 
tion option as premature, and to con- 
demn it in a manifesto—an act, however, he carried out 
consciously as a last homage to his own principles even as 
he understood that he would be proclaimed a martyr by 
the revolutionaries and used by them as a symbol. The 
point and counterpoint of Rizal's life were his manifesto 
condemning the revolution and his last poem in which he 
proclaimed himself just another fallen patriot, no differ- 
ent from those shot to death by Spanish rifles in the field 
of battle. But to Rizal, being used as the symbol of a revo- 
lution that was doomed to fail was a small price com- 
pared to his being set on a pedestal so future generations 
‘would have a chance to study and absorb his dearest prin- 
ciples: the virtues of education, of self-discipline and of 
self-improvement as a means toward improving society 
asa whole. 

The Philippine Revolution did not lead to indepen- 
dence; it led to the death of Andres Bonifacio and the st 
born Republic of Malolos. It would take the overblown 
rhetoric and scheming of an independence movement, 
every bit as elitist and suspicious of the masses as the Рго- 
paganda movement and Rizal himself, to obtain indepen- 
dence for the Filipinos in 1946. Just as it would take а 
movement directed from the top, and suspicious of the 
masses, to reclaim freedom from the dictatorship in 
1986. This is not to discount the romantic attractions of a 
revolution and of the raised fist; but as we have seen time 
and again, it is peaceful assembly and the dedicated ef- 
fort to rethink and relearn the values and virtues of de- 
cent, democratic government that effectively strip tyran- 
пу of its appearance of immovability and make men free. 

‘This means that, now more then ever—though indeed, 
as always—Rizal's genius has been demonstrated again 
by what the country is experiencing. The populism (in its 
crudest form) that elevated Joseph Estrada to the presi- 
dency has been exposed as neither а victory for the mass- 
es nor a demonstration of democracy at work. Instead, іс 
has been shown as a demonstration of all that Rizal re- 
jected: popularity instead of merit, passion instead of rea- 
son, impulsiveness instead of moderation and good judg- 
ment. And what people have increasingly come to realize 
is that democracy and good government, national devel- 
opment and the stability of the body politic must be an- 
chored on both a citizenship and a leadership firmly 
grounded on moral values and the responsible exercise of 
rights, For this reason, President Macapagal-Arroyo is tol- 
erated, but not supported by the people. 

‘And yet, itis not enough to just recoil from the excesses of 
the present administration. It would be wrong to think that 
the current political crisis calls only for sobriety and belief in 
reform; but not for the necessary leap of faith and a change 
in the governors and governance of our country. To think 
so—that it is enough to just shock the present administra- 
tion into changing—is to learn only half of what Rizal want- 
ed us to understand. There are times when reason, educa- 
tion and morality call upon citizens to make a stand and 
sacrifice their lives and treasure for their principles. 

Tt was Rizal, despite opportunities given him to escape, 
or surrender completely, who stood up for his principles 
before what everyone considered a kangaroo court. But 
the bankrupt nature of the system could not have been 
exposed if it were not demonstrated that the system could 
so easily condemn an innocent man. 


Sane gun bill 


NEMIGHT THINK THAT A GUN BILL WHICH HAD THE SUP- 
port of such traditionally opposing groups as the National Ri- 
fle Association and the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Vio- 

lence would have an easy time winning passage in Congress. But that 

hasn't been the case for legislation that would make it easier to detect 
people with documented mental-health prob- 

FOREIGN ems when they attempt to buy guns 
c President Bush shoud sign te bill without 
OMMENT hesitation. It is a logical means to make it more 
difficult for mentally unstable people to acquire 
guns, without trampling on the Second Amendment rights of law-abid- 
ing Americans. ‘The Daily Sentinel (Grand Junction, Colorado) 


Publisher sacan Yansor 
Editor in Chief Ler Jwevez-Macsanoc 
Managing Editor Jost Ma. D. Notasco 
Associate Editor ABELARDO S. ULANDAY 
Associate Editor for Readership Rosamo A. GancattANo. 

Opinion Editor Jonae V. ARITA 
News Editor Актьмю T. Енсллси Ja. * Chief Page One Operations Nio B. PAUROM 
Chief News Day Desk RUBEN G. Аилвлетво 
National Editor Pencexeriwo B. Banoayan Ja. 

Senior Desk Editor Juan V.Sanmewro Jn. 

Editorial Consultant AMANDO DORONIA 
Chief Photographer Еве U. Sarmiento 
Ап & Design Director bvuerr A. Vasamaa 


Board Chairman Manon R. PRIETO 
President ALEXANDRA PRIETO-ROMUALDEZ 
Senior Vice President or Sales and Marketing Renato R. Ramoso 
VP for Advertising Faure R. Otarre 
AVP for Circulation Sanov SIMON R. Yar 


Readers Advocate Lonna Kataw То. 
пианист No. 87880 Los 342 


Фора xp peed ropare te Potpore Diy P apa meteor 
Buried eintritt 


y serve our coüntry 


TEND THIS COLUMN FOR 2007 BY ASSERTING 
а basic constitutional right—the right against 
censorship. This is an indispensable element of 
freedom of expression that is recognized and 
wei ж Modi bots a cet 


"Sy have done this several times in this paper 
and elsewhere, but this is a right that can never 
be overemphasized or needlessly reiterated. It 
is a right of which the government should be 
perpetually reminded lest the people's confor- 

to йз disregard or their neglect in not 
protesting its abuse encourage the censor in 
eroding it. 

Tam doing this again because of the action 
taken by the Movie and Television Review and 
Classification Board (MTRCB) in giving three 
movies an “X" rating and banning them from 
public exhibition. It says they are “libelous and 
defematory to the good name and reputation 
of the President of the Philippines,” have “a 
tendency to incite rebellion and sedition,” "un- 
dermine faith and confidence in the govern- 
ment and duly constituted authorities" and 
are "one-sided" and "black propaganda." 

If the members of the Board had been my 
students in Constitutional Law, they would 
surely have flunked. If they are lawyers, they 
have discredited their Alma Mater that should 
disown them. These presumptuous non-judges 
‘would condemn as criminal hostile comments 
against Ms Macapagal-Arroyo and her govern- 
‘ment what we columnists make every day. She 
herself would tolerate or ignore them but her 
appointees in the MTRCB are more popish 
than the Pope. 

Either they are unctuously eager to please 
their benefactor or hey are grossly ignorant of 
their functions. Perhaps both. John Milton de- 
dared the impossibility of finding a person 
base enough to accept the office of censor and 
at the same time good enough to perform its 
duties. The members of the MTRCB are guilty 
on both counts. 


THE STORY IS TOLD ABOUT A MAN DRIVING 
up a steep and narrow mountain road when a 
woman, driving down from the direc- 


mediately leaned out his window and angrily 
shouted back, “You too!” As the man rounded the 
пех comer, he crashed into a pig in the middle of 
the road. Lesson? If only men would listen! 

Intoday's Gospel (Mt. 2, 13-15, 19-23) we 
hear of Joseph, the man who knew how to 
listen, and who knew how to obey. Upon the 
instruction of the angel of the Lord, Joseph 
took Jesus and Mary to Egypt, and later on 
took them back to the land of Israel. There 
would be more peace in our lives if only we 
knew how to really listen to the Lord, and 
obeyed His instructions. 

Today is the Feast of the Holy Family. What 
makes a family holy? It is the presence of God. 
What makes а family unholy? It is the absence 
of God. When God is absent, the vacuum is of- 
ten filled up with materialism, greed, vices, un- 
faithfulness, neither of which gives true peace. 
1з God present in your family? Are the Gospel 
values a value in your family? 

‘Take a look at your family today. There 
are three marks of a good family: close to 
God; close to one another; close to the peo- 
ple. Some families are close to God, but they 
are not close to one another. Some families 
are close to God and to one another, but 
they are not close to the people. And it could 
happen that some families are close to the 
people and to one another but they are not 
close to God. So, how's your family? 

Want to hear a beautiful love story? Some- 
time in March 2004, Thad Mass in a mall, and 1 
noticed a good-looking gir! who looked such a 
good girl listening so intently all throughout 
the Mass. After the Mass, she came over the 
table where I was signing my books. I looked at 
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They are unlike the justices of the Supreme 
Court appointed by President Arroyo who have 
dared to displease her by declaring some of her 
жаз unconstitutional. Unlike them too, the 
MTRCB members do not know what they аге 
talking about in spouting their incredible im- 
pertinence. The first thing they sorely need is a 
briefing on freedom of expression. 

They should always remember that we live 
in a democratic stare under the Bill of Rights. 
That immortal charter of liberty guarantees to 
every person the courage and the dignity to 
speak up, even against the mighty monarch, let 
alone a puny president. 

Censors аге presumptuous persons who be- 
lieve they are the supreme moral, political, so- 
cial, and artistic arbiter of the people applying 
Only their own subjective standards in contro- 
ling the flow of thought and action. They are 
nervous pedagogues with their fussy and au- 
thoritarian intrusion, like a spinster aunt who 
warns—but secretly hopes—that there is а 
man hiding under her bed. 

‘The members ofthe MTRCB have absolutely 
mo right whatsoever to prohibit criticisms 
against the "good name and reputation of the 
President of the Philippines” even assuming 
the propriety of their questionable adjective. 
No one has. As for the supposed incitement of 
the movies to sedition or rebellion, and 
whether they are libelous or not, are matters 
for the courts, not the Board, to decide. The 
opinion that the films are “one-sided” and 
“black propaganda” does not excuse their uni 
lateral suppression, absent a healthy contest 


Listen and obey 


"her and asked her, “Do you have a boyfriend?" 
She blushed, and right away Isaid: "You know, 
you look such a good girl; and 1 have this 
nephew who is such a good boy, and I wish you 
two could meet each other!” That's how it all 
started. Well, to cut the story short, last Dec. 
28, 2007, ош whole family was in Iloilo where 
officiated the wedding of our nephew Jeremy 
del Rosario and Ivy Espinosa. In my heart, I 
knew from the very жап that God was present 
in their hearts, and that God will continue to 
be the center of their relationship and love. 
One with you Jeremy and Ivy! 

On the plane to Iloilo, a young lady seated 
beside me said: "Excuse me sir. Why are you 
holding the rosary? Are you nervous?” 

explained to her that I was not nervous, 
and that it was a habit of mine to clutch the 
rosary when I travel. That started my conver- 
sation with Katrina, a 24-year-old balik- 
bayan who was back for a vacation in Пойо 
after 14 years in the United States. She was 
зо happy to come home. I found out in our. 
conversation that she has not forgotten the 
Christian values her parents taught her. Iwas 
happy to know that she continues to value 
prayer, clean living and charity It all boils 
down to what parents teach the children. No 
amount of pressure from the outside can de- 
stroy the heart and the home that have God 
as their guide. 

Katrina mentioned that she would never ex- 
change the “Philippine Christmas” for any- 
thing. She seid that there's something in the 
way we celebrate Christmas here that we 


between opposite ideas. 

In 1994, their predecessors in the MTRCB 
refused to permit the public exhibition of the 
celebrated “Schindler's List" unless certain 
portions of it were excised. The producer ге 
Jected the requirement and considered with 
drawing the film altogether. Fortunately, Presi 
dent Fidel Ramos reversed the censors and the 
people were able to view the movie complete 
iy. Contrary to the fears of the Board, nothing 
untoward happened as a result of their expo 
sure to the scenes it wanted to delete. 

The MTRCB was paranoid about the reac 
tion of the Filipino audience to the picture 
Like an over-acting disciplinarian, it shielded 
their eyes from its ugly realities as if they were 
innocent little children who should see noth 
ing but sweetness and light. The Board did not 
consider the fact that the people had their own 
grown-up sense of discernment that, rightly or 
wrongly, would inform their impressions and 
decisions. 

Freedom of expression forbids previous sup 
pression of ideas except where the government 
сап show a clear and present danger of their cir 
culation. It is the censor who must justify such 
prohibition; otherwise, the ideas must enjoy ful! 
and free dissemination. In the well-ordered so 
ciety, however, freedom of expression, like most 
freedoms, is subject to the paramount police 
power. This means that the thought freely ex 
pressed may subsequently be validly punished it 
made without authority or proof. 

‘When Iwas on the Court, hoped for an op 
portunity to write about--and against--cen: 
sorship as an obstacle to the free publication 
and discussion of information affecting the 
public interest. "Schindler's List" would have 
been such a subject—and "The Piano 
too--but they never reached judicial scrutiny. 1 
would have appreciated the chance to exalt 
freedom of expression once more—even prob 
ably as a dissenter again—as the most precious 
jewel in the crown of liberty. 


should not lose even in the face of materialism 
which is beginning to set in. She said one value 
we must uphold, especially at Christmas, is the 
family, Another s joy, in spite of deprivations. 
She also mentioned the spirit of giving. Finally, 
she mentioned hope, saying that indeed we 
will survive as a people and as a nation. Yes, we 
need to listen to people coming from outside 
ош country to tell us that we are not doing too 
bedaferal ен 

A timely message for all of us, as the old 
year comes to an end, and a new year is 
about to begin: "Do not look back in anger; 
do not look forward in fear; look around in 


anticipation and love.” 


Another beautiful message we all should 
say: "To those Ihave wronged, 1 ask for forgive- 
ness. To those I may have helped, I wish 1 did 
тоге; to those who have helped me, I want to 
say thanks!” 

А Christmas moment happened when we 
were eating breakfast on Christmas Day at 
‘our community dining room. An old woman 
had just walked in and said: “I'm so hungry. 
May come in andeat?" We at the table were. 
stunned for a moment because the dining 
room was off-limits to “outsiders” and there 
were rules in the house that had to be kept. 
After recovering from our initial shock and, 
dilemma, the silence was broken when one 
Бу one we stood up, gave her a plate, gave. 
hera glass of water, а cup of coffee and just 
welcomed her. Yes, the Lord visited us that. 
Christmas morning and reminded us that. 
our loving must be concrete, and that our 
service must not be stifled by rules and reg- 
ulations. Wishing you all a life of love free 
from fear and distinctions. 


Happy New Year!!! 


Amoment with the Lord: 
Lord, help me not to stop listening and not to' 
stop obeying. Amen. 
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GLOBALIZATION, DEREGULATION AND PRIVA- 
tization have altered not just the economy of na- 
tions, but also much of everything else in the 
world. Tariffs, quotas and trade preferences are 
being eroded. So are employment, travel, com- 
munications and investment barriers. Call cen- 
ters, overseas employment, Internet access and 
cell phones have been globalized. 

Mega shift to philanthropy. Political and eco- 
nomic power is gradually shifting from the govem- 
ment to the private sector. No longer are govem- 
ments solely responsible for granting relief from. 
poverty, disease, homelessness, and yes, global 
warming. With mind-boggling corporate profits 
comes the corresponding duty to alleviate these 
scourges of mankind 

‘The passion for civic duty of the world's richest 
couple best demonstrates this “mega-shift” in so- 
cial responsibility. Bill and Melinda Gates, assisted 
Бу rock star Bono, built the worlds largest charity 
with their endowment of $29 billion (repeat, 
lion dollars) to save lives, especially in Айка, 
through vaccinations and public health care. 

‘Ayear and a half ago, billionaire Warren Buffet 
gave a staggering $30 billion in blue chip Berk- 
shire Hathaway shares to augment the couples. 
charities. This sum is roughly equivalent to about 
P1.3 trillion, larger than the entire budget of the. 
Philippines. Bill Gates will soon retire as chair of 
Microsoft "to focus more on philanthropic work.” 

Philippine response. In our country, the pri 
vate sector's effort to help the less fortunate was 
pioneered by the Philippine Business for Social 
Progress (PBSP), now chaired by Manuel М 
Pangilinan who also heads the most profitable en- 
terprise here, the Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Company. PBSP members contribute a 
fixed percentage of their net income to a common 
fund to pursue humanitarian causes. 

The hands-down favorite of Filipino philan- 
thropists is education; and rightly so, because—as 1 
wrote last week in this space it is фе most impor- 
tant source ofthe “intangible wealth of nations.” Ear- 
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lyon, the Eugenio Lopez Foundation and Ayala Cor- 
poration endowed and gave birth to the Asian Insti 
tute of "The Lopez-controlled Meralco 
donated the land for the Ateneo Law School in Rock- 
‘well and the Ateneo College of Medicine at the pow- 
er company’s compound in Pasig. 

The taipans acquired schools to help them dis- 
pense quality education atthe least cos. Thus, Lu- 
cio Tan took over the University of the East; Alfon- 
зо Yuchengco, the Mapua Institute of Technology; 
and Emilio Yap, the Centro Escolar University 
Henry Sy's SM Foundation set up the Asia Pacific 
College, maintains 500 scholars at any given time, 
and donates classrooms to public schools. While 
focused on community development, Sen Miguel 
Foundation nonetheless sponsors ‘scholarship, 
school building and teacher-training programs. 

George S. K. Туз Metrobank Foundation estab- 
lished the Manila Doctors College and the MDC 
College of Nursing. It elevates educational stan- 
dards through its annual “Search for Outstanding 
Teachers." As chair of the board of judges of the most 
1998 search, I marveled at the enormous attention 
given this contest. For instance, the top officials of 
Metrobank listened patiently for three days when 
the judges were interviewing the finalists. To culti- 
vate a culture of excellence, Metrobank also 
searches for outstanding policemen, soldiers, 
young painters, sculptors, and other artists. 

‘On his 80th birthday last year, John Gokong- 
wei donated half of his personal holdings 
(amounting at that time to P10.25 billion) to the 
Gokongwei Brothers Foundation that, in tum, 
gave hundreds of millions of pesos to the Univer- 


sity of San Carlos and the Ateneo de Manila. 

Medical and other services. Another favorite 
charity of local bigwigs is medical service. Long 
ago, Metrobank endowed the Manila Doctors 
Hospital to help elevate the latter's medical stan- 
dards. Robert Kuan sold his "Chow King" empire 
to Jollibee to concentrate on his chairmanship of 


St. Luke's Hospital. 
Recently Metro Pacific Investment Corp. infused. 
money and ise into Makati 


management 
Medical Center and turned it around financially in 
one year. SM Foundation owns mobile clinics, well- 
ness centers, and hospice units. It also refurbishes 
entire wards of government hospitals and converts 
them to “Felicidad Sy Wards.” The Tan Yan Kee 
Foundation has donated hundreds of millions of pe- 
sos to build hospitals, school buildings, churches 
and houses for the homeless; and to finance schol- 
arships and train teachers and doctors. 

Ayala Corp. has infused social responsibility 
into its соге enterprises and management philos- 
ору. It has expanded its serving 
mostly the affluent communities to tending the 
needs of the low-income groups. For example, by 
venturing into water distribution, it extended 
service even to informal settlers who, prior to Ay- 
ala's take-over of Manila Water Company, were 
not entitled to water connection. 

Beyond that, Ayala has a passion for youth 
leadership. Annual itseloas 75 ofthe countrys 

campus leaders, and gathers 
them in the three-day all-expenses paid Ayala 
‘Young Leaders’ Congress "to hone their leader- 
ship potential and to inspire them to lead lives of 
integrity and work for the good of the country” 

50 too, the big media players have allocated 
part of their resources to social amelioration. No- 
table among them are the Kapuso Foundation of 
GMA7, Bantay Bata of ABS-CBN and Newsboy 
Foundation of the Імла. 


Comments are welcome at chiefjusticepangani- 
banGhotmaiLcom. 


Families in transition 


FAMILY LIFE, IN ALL ITS COMPLICATIONS AND 
absurdities, is what “SSS,” or “Sakal, Sakali, Sak- 
lolo,” is all about. The movie takes up where its 
predecessor “Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo” leaves ой, 
though a few years have passed since the birth of 
the problematic couple's child. 

‘Where before the birth of their son signaled their 
reconciliation and re-commitment to their mar- 
riage, the boy is now proving to be a new source of 
conflict for the couple portrayed by Judy Ann San- 
tos and Ryan Agoncillo. The child becomes the fo- 
сиз for all the differences berween not just husband 
and wife, but their respective sets of parents, their 
upbringing, values, and styles of parenting. 

Tr is а film set firmly in the Filipino middle-class 
milieu, though writer director Jose Javier Reyes at- 
temps to mine the full comic potentials of the clash 
between rural and urban sensibilities, as well as be- 
tween generational views on child rearing. But its 
main draw is the character of Judy Ann, who is a 
young woman breaking free from traditional shack- 
les, unafraid to speak her mind (and does so in 
Reyes trademark witty repartee), and unwilling to 
be anybody's patsy even her husbands. 

If there is one objection to raise against the 
movie, it is that everyone in it is so clever and 
quick with a barbed response. It has its touching 
moments, though, as when Judy Ann and her 
mother, played with endearing feistiness by Gina 
Parefio, realize that despite their conflicts they 
are essentially made of the same stuff; or when 
Ryan tells off his mother (Gloria Diaz) that the 
best way he knows how to be a good son is to bea 
good husband and father. 

‘Though still replete with stereotypes of med- 
dling in-laws and yayas from the Visayas, the 
movie dares to challenge gender stereotypes, 
mainly in the person of the young wife and moth- 
er standing her ground in the shifting sands of so- 
cial roles and expectations. 


ALSO about family and family values is the 
movie “Bahay Kubo,” described in its promo- 
tional materials as “А Pinoy Mano Po.” But the 
family in this film is not so much dysfunctional 
as it is unusual. Maricel Soriano, the central fig- 


Ar LARGE 


Rina Jimenez-David \™. \ 


ure in the movie, is the adopted daughter of Glo- 
па Romero, and so adoption comes naturally 
(and sequentially) to her. Though she and her 
husband (played by Eric Quizon) do have a natu- 
al child of their own, they end up with a family 
of seven. Throw into this mix Maricels best 
friend, in the person of Eugene Domingo, and 
you have a situation rife with comic confusion. 

From their idyllic home by the river, the “ba- 
hay kubo" of the title, the family is suddenly 
‘transported to Manila when Eric makes a pile 
‘of money. But the film ignores the potential 
clash between provincial and city values and 
focuses instead on the inner conflicts and tur- 
moil within the family, conflicts that come to a 
head when they meet with a sudden, shocking. 
financial setback. 

And then from comedy, the movie makes an 
abrupt shift to drama—to melodrama, in fact. 
So often do tragedies and setbacks afflict Mari- 
cel that even as one sheds tears, one is also 
tempted to burst out laughing, so absurd has. 
herrun of bad luck become. 

The movie has many things to say about the 

nature of family and parenting, of relation- 
ships between siblings, of love and devotion. 
But it does so in such a heavy-handed manner, 
the moviegoer ends up feeling manipulated. A 
lighter touch would have been welcome. 
TT is easy enough to dismiss "Desperadas" as so 
much froth and frippery. But even as director Joel 
Lamangan chose to take the over-serious route in 
“Bahay Kubo,” he chose to mask serious gender 
issues in а comedy with sexual overtones in "Des- 
peradas.” 

‘The questions and challenges arise from the 


‘women themselves and the circumstances of 
their births: born to four different fathers and toa. 
mother who dared challenge social conventions. 
The mother (Nova Villa in a cameo role) is absent 
for much of the movie, but it is she who narrates 
her daughters stories and who explains why they 
are the way they are. 

Originally conceived as a local take-off on "Des- 
реге Housewives,” “Desperadas” owes more to 
"Sex and the City” than the black satire about Amer- 
ican suburban housewives. The four half-sisters, on 
the surface, lead perfect, lives, Ruffa 
Mae Quinto plays a sex therapist and popular au- 
thor whose husband hides a dirty lile secret. Iza 
Calzado is а lawyer chafing within an empry mar- 
riage to an unresponsive and busy doctor Ruffa 
Gutierrez is а single parent who thinks happiness 


whose sexuality must be tempered because her fi- 
ancé has tumed "bom again." 

The four women's stories intersect and entwine, 

creating endless complications and giving them 
plenty of opportunities to work out their relation- 
ships. Sure, the stars outfits, jewelry autos, and 
even boyfriends, dazzle. But beneath the gloss isa 
portrait of a society where women are undergoing 
transitions and questioning traditions. 
THE OTHER MMFF (Metro Manila Film Festival) 
“entries either hew to expectations previously set 
by their franchises, as in “Enteng Kabisote” and 
“Shake, Rattle and Roll" or live up (or down) to. 
‘expectations, asin “Anak ng Kumander” 

Thad high hopes for “Banal,” considering 
that it was (partly) written and directed by Ce- 
sar Apolinario, a TV news reporter. It 
promised, atleast, a more realistic take on the 
crime-and-action genre. But despite some ob- 
vious attempts at realism, “Banal” is caught 
firmly in the formula of the boot-camp bud- 
dy/action flick. Apolinario's inexperience also 
shows in his handling of his actors, who are all 
competent actors, especially Christopher de 
Leon, but who can get carried away without a 
dose of directorial discipline. 


Pakistan after Bhutto 


THE ASSASSINATION OF FORMER PRIME MIN- 
ister Benazir Bhutto has brought Pakistan's state 
of turmoil to new heights. As head of the nation's 
most popular political party, Bhutto largely tran- 
scended Pakistan's ethnic and sectarian divides. 
Her return from exile last October was seen as a 
step toward curbing the country’s dangerous 
fragmentation; her murder shatters those hopes. 
President Pervez Musharraf must take immediate 
steps—most importantly, the formation of a na- 
tional unity government—to prevent Pakistan 
from tearing apart at the seams. 

In deciding that her Pakistan People's Party 
would participate in the January parliamentary 
election, Bhutto threw а lifeline to Musharraf, 
who has been beset by multiple insurgencies, а 
nationwide terrorist threat, and rock-bottom le- 
gitimacy. Both Musharraf and his supporters in 
Washington had hoped that the mainstream par- 
ties’ participation in the election would end Pak- 
istan's governance crisis and provide popular 
support for a decisive confrontation with the Tal- 
iban and al-Qaida. 

Now, however, the election will likely be post- 
poned, Indeed, Musharraf might be compelled го 
impose emergency rule again, as he did in 
November, should Pakistan's stability further de- 
teriorate, There are reports of violence in cities 
across Pakistan. Karachi, a multi-ethnic metropo- 

is, could erupt into full-scale chaos. During the 
1990s, violence there between Bhutto's party and 
a local ethnic party—now allied with Mushar- 
raf—took thousands of lives. 

In these circumstances, a state of emergency 
could be warranted. But, given MusharraPs lack 
of legitimacy, such a move would further infuri- 
ate Bhutto's supporters, whose street power 
Bhutto had contained since October. This could 
set the stage for a violent confrontation between 


WORLD View 


Arif Rafiq 


the Pakistani masses and Musharraf's regime. 

‘The nightmare scenario envisioned by many in 
Pakistan--a nuclear-armed country actively tar- 
geted by al-Qaida and the Taliban—could be- 
come a reality. But this need not be а foregone 
conclusion. 

Musharraf, who regularly claims to act on the ba- 
sis of a "Pakistan first” policy, must now let go of 
partisan objectives and form a national unity gov- 
emment led by a prime minister from the opposi- 
tion. Any subsequent measures, including tempo- 
rary imposition of emergency rule and full-scale 
‘war against the terrorists, require the complete sup- 
port of the opposition parties. Musharraf and his 
political allies cannot be seen as benefiting from 
Bhurto's assassination; nor can they afford the per- 
ception of a cover-up. His opponents must be incor- 
porated into the decision-making process. 

‘A national unity government must assume 
three major responsibilities. First, it must estab- 
lish an independent commission to determine 
who was responsible for Bhutto's murder. While 
political assassination is not unfamiliar--Pak- 
isan's first prime minister was killed іп the same 
park where Bhutto was murdered—it is impera- 
tive thar the culprits be apprehended and tried. 
Anything short of this would permanently taint 
Pakistan's leadership and impede all attempts at 
political reconciliation. 

Second, it must take necessary measures to en- 
sure public safery and political stability, while 
paving the way for free and fair elections. t must 


offer Pakistan a consensual path toward winning 
‘back its tribal areas from the insurgents, end the 
‘wave of terror in its cities, and ensure the election. 
of a new, legitimate government. 

Finally it must begin a dialogue with Mushar- 
raf and the military on a permanent, constitution- 
al separation of powers. If Bhutto had not been 
assassinated and, instead, became 
prime minister, she would likely have clashed 
‘with Musharraf over his arbitrary empowerment 
of the presidency at the expense of the premier- 
ship. The issue will not go away with Bhutto's 
death. 

Pakistan's civil and military elite must create а 
broad consensus—perhaps with foreign assis- 
tance, but never with foreign meddling—on the 
constitutional roles of the prime minister, presi 
dent and the military. Ravaged by endemic elite 
discord since its founding, Pakistan desperately 
needs an elite reconciliation that includes all of 
the country's major stakeholders. Otherwise, Pak- 
istan' terrorists, who feed on political instability, 
will continue to gain, while the country's poor 
and illiterate majority will continue to lose 


ground. 3 

The murder of Benazir Bhutto need not result 
in the country's demise. Pakistan's elite have an 
opportunity to overcome their differences, unite 
in opposition to militants, and transform their 
failing state into a stable and prosperous democ- 


теу 
Ifihey succeed in bringing about a national re- 
newal, Bhutto, a monumental political Неше in 
Pakistani history, will not have died in vain. 
Project Syndicate 
Arif Rafiq, a policy and communications consul- 
tant, edis the Pakistan Policy Blog (wnvw.pakistan- 
policy.com). 


Supersonic 


ТАМ TOLD THIS IS A DAY FOR WHIMSY, FOR WORDS 
laced with vodka and dewdrops, for sentences that meander 
over silences and echo with the rushing sound of exploding 
firecrackers. I am told—although I am not certain who did 
the telling--that today, tomorrow, the day after, are days 
‘when there is no need for any grand pronouncements or 


hhortations of action, none of the rigorous academic analysis 
people seem to ex- 


WirHouT 
At midnight in 
two days, ка A CLUE 
be another besin ра, 


ning, while the old 
year curis up in the 
battered file cabinets я 
of newspaper offices. On that night, the sky will rip with furi- 
‘ous color, copper oxide and calcium carbonate and magnali- 
um streaking through the dark in blue and red and sparkling 
orange. There will be shouting and howling, a booming bar- 
rageof sound to welcome a new year. In Rio de Janeiro, тоге 
than a million will gather on the Copacabana beach to wi 
ness the world's largest fireworks display. In Manila, the un- 
fortunate reporters on duty will camp out in emergency 
rooms, readying the post-New Year countdown of the dead 
and the injured. This year, a 5-year-old boy with an amputat- 
ed arm is the government poster boy against the use of dan- 
gerous fireworks. In spite of his story, and those of many oth 
ers, the Department of Health reports 103 cases of fireworks- 
related injuries over the Christmas season. There will be 
more on the 31st. 

Tve stopped wondering why this is tradition, this explo- 
sive challenge to silence at the beginning of each year. It is 
ence, after all, that we spend the entire year challenging, 
‘what we fil with soap operas and rock music and long, gos- 
siping conversations. Reynold Price once defined storytelling 
аз the opposite of silence. “Millions survive without love or 
home,” he wrote, “almost none in silence; the opposite of si- 
lence leads quickly to narrative, and the sound of story is the 
dominant sound of our lives." 

Тат afraid of silence. Not just the deafening sort that à 
‘whirring fan or a voice on the radio can eject. There is anoth- 
er kind of silence that comes at the most commonplace of 
times: when washing dishes, taking a shower, scrubbing the 
floor—mechanical tasks that leave the mind alone to cringe 
over old sins and what-might-have-been's, as well as the 
missing commas in old published columns. So I take a ro- 
mance novel to the shower, read the paper while sloshing 
soap water on my floor, and let Aladdin sing of a whole new 
world while I scrub the rice cooker. I do not like to be alone; 1 
do not like the quiet. 

Itis, think the reason 1 am a writer—both to impose my 
voice, and to find out what the thousand other voices are 
saying. It is that fascination with the story—and the rejection 
of silence—that has so many shoving on earphones in МАТЬ, 
and what has made a Karaoke mike a possession more valu- 
able than heirloom jewelry. So I will meander my way to my 
point: on how we need the sound of stories, how stories are 
ur challenge to silence, how our ability to tell them, control 
them, remember them and deconstruct them is a power and 
“a vital need that set us apart as humans: Silence in itself if 
eerie, so often described as pregnant, uncomfortable, forbid- 
ding, even deafening. It is lonely. 

John Steinbeck once said that the human is a lonesome 
animal. "We spend all of our life trying to be less lonesome,” 
he says. To tell the story is to beg the listener to say we are 
not alone, that there is someone else who thinks the same 
way, has felt the same way, has laughed the same way, and 
more importantly, has survived the same мау. No matter how 
poor, how desperately impoverished the Filipino is, we're a 
happy people. Polls show that Pinoys see more hope in 2008. 
We аге, after all, a nation of storytellers. Marimar and Sergio 
and Lastikman are as much of the Pinoys daily life as is the 
constant struggle to survive. I like to think the storyteller's 
ability is a weapon, to change minds, to soften hearts, to 
awaken those who sleep. 

You can tell more about people by what stories they read 
and what songs they sing than what their resumés say. The 
Celts, long, long ago, allowed only the poets to perform the 
role of teachers. Australia's bushmen believed that the story 
was a people's most prized possession—that it was what 
made a people into a nation. 

The story isn't one with a beginning and a middle and an 
end, itis a beginning that keeps beginning, one that doesn't 
always rhyme or make sense, but is as real as the laborers 
lump of cold rice on a in plate. 

‘So here's to a new year—the beginning ofa new story, the 
beginning of other beginnings, to sound, to fury, and to the 
struggle against the quietly dying light. 


Evangelista У X 
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THEY SAID 
Incidental 


“Му support for [President Macapagal-Arroyo] is 
only so incidental and secondary to my protection and 
enhancement of the national interest 
Former President Fidel V Ramos, saying the Philipines has 
“no better options” for president 


Authorized 

“We want to assure you that the chain of command 
of the Armed Forces is intact and all the [troop] move- 
ments that are happening are authorized ... but we en- 
‘courage everyone that whenever you see troops, 
please report to us.” 
P Armed Forces Chiefof Staff Gen, Hermogenes Esperon, afier 
"filed power grab at the Peninsula Manila in Makati City 


Exception 

“You only house death convicts and sentenced in- 
mates at the [New Bilibid Prisons]. Whatever law Tril- 
lanes and his co-accused may have violated, they are 
still awaiting rial. Why create an exception out of this 
case, which the government has been trumpeting as 
Victoriousy quelled?" 
T sen. Francis Escudero on the plan of government prosecutors 
Ta move Sen. Antonio Trillanes [and other participants in the 
Peninsula Manila siege to the state pentetiry. 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 
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MANILA PEN SIEGE 
Media's role in conflict situations 


OME SO MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA, INCLUDING TWO INQUIRER REPORTERS, 
S were humiliated by the police for doing their job—informing the public about the 

revolt led by Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV and Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim in Makati City on 
Nov. 29. 

After the police subdued the revolt at the Manila Peninsula hotel, broadcast and 
print journalists were rounded up at gunpoint, handcuffed and herded like cattle to 
Camp Bagong Diwa in Taguig City. 

The authorities were incensed that the journalists did not heed the order to vacate 
the hotel. Had the journalists heeded the order, the public would not have known what 


By Maria А. Ressa 
NNOV 29, MORE THAN 
30 journalists were ar- 


O Tested, handcuffed and 


transported to Camp Bagong Di- 
wain Bicutan. 

“Twelve of the journalists were. 
from ABS-CBN, detained as 
"witnesses and suspects" ac- 
cording to the police. Others 
were told they would be re- 
leased as soon as their identities. 
wereverified. 

Our head of news gathering, 
Charie Villa, went immediately 
to the Peninsula hotel to identify 
our people; yet, she was told 
they would still have to be ar- 
rested and brought to Bicutan. 
We believe this move sets a dan- 
gerous precedent and erodes 
our nation's democracy. 

‘There are two points ' like to 
make about the role of media їп 
conflict situations like the Penin- 
sula siege. First, our democracy 
rests on the principle that the 
people have a right to know. Sec- 
tion 7, Article Ш of the 1987 
Philippine Constitution recog- 
през "the right of the people to 
information on matters of public. 
concern.” 

Law enforcement and govem- 
ment officials must be accountable 
to the public, and our history has 
shown there is no better means to 
do that during crisis situations 
than live television coverage. 


Times of uncertainty 

in a 2004 national survey by 
ABS-CBN, over 90 percent of 
adult Filipinos said that during 
any major event, they looked for 
news, with 87 percent turning to 
ТУ to make sure they were іп- 
formed. After the 2007 elec- 
tions, that increased, hitting 92 
percent in Metro Manila, ac- 
cording to Pulse Asia. 

Тһе clamor for information 
increases during times of uncer- 


cause all of us feel 
bad about the way 
the incident material 
ized. We are unhappy 
that our friends in 
media had to suffer 
inconvenience.” 


Trivialized 
In one move, the 
government trivi- 


erage of the post-siege situation 
at the Peninsula hotel. 


Censorship 

They tried to confiscate video- 
tapes and equipment from re- 
porters, photographers ал 
cameramen. The police violated 
their own definition of the 
“crime scene” by approaching 
our transmission facilities out- 


tainty, highlighted during nearly side the Peninsula to try to con- alized and dis- 
dozen coup attempisand with- fscate our videotapes and stop missed a viola. (, 
drawals of support in the last our coverage. This is effectively tion of the Con- \% 
two decades: in 1986 and 2001, censorship—at a time when the stitution as an NX 
military moves turned into suc- conflict had all but been re- “inconvenience.” 
cessful people power revolts; solved. To date, they still have at While we under 


while failed attempts were tele- 
vised during Edsa Tres, the Oak- 
wood mutiny and the Peninsula 
siege. 

Since these three failed, it ob- 
viously doesn't follow that tele- 
vision coverage automatically 
means success. During all these, 
1986 excluded, ABS-CBN re- 
ported in a similar and consis- 
tent fashion, spurred оп by the 
publics right to know. In per- 
forming our duty, we accepted 
the risks, including overtumed 
and burned vehicles and the 
mauling of reporters (not by the 
police but by a sector of the pub- 


least one videotape and two ra- 
dios owned by ABS-CBN. 

The second point, which has 
clear ramifications for the fu- 
ture, is the role journalists play 
in conflict situations like Edsa, 
Oakwood and the Peninsula. 

On Dec. 5, Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno called the Penin- 
sula a “crime scene" and said 
that journalists violated two 
laws during the siege. He cited 
Article 151 of the Revised Penal 
Code, which has to do with "re- 
sistance and disobedience of 
persons in authority” and Presi- 
dential Decree No, 1821 for “ob- 


stand the position of 
the Philippine Na- 
tional Police (PNP), 
by its own admission, 
iris using “БОРУ cre- 
ated іп 2006. PNP 
Memorandum Circu- 
lar No. 2006-09-01 
tells the police what 
to do with perpetra- 
tors, hostages and 

Jt has no provi- 


who are part of the 
landscape in conflict situations. 
This may be the first time these 


Tic we serve). struction of justice." rules were used. It is also the first 

: time that the PNP has been the 

Need to be informed Chilling effect lead agency in а political conflict. 
ы gency in a pol 

While the State has therightto | These statements have far- situation, which is how many 

Protect itself, the public has the reaching consequences be- journalists would characterize the 


right to know—and as we have 
seen, the Filipino has always 
made a choice. Focus group dis- 
cussions conducted by ABS-CBN 
between Dec. 3 and Dec. 5 reflect 
that, The participants expressed 
an overwhelming sentiment that 
they wanted to be kept informed, 
saying live television coverage 
should continue 

We believe this is critical be- 
cause an uninformed public 
makes any democracy unst 
ble. Iris in this light that media 
should be considered partners 
in promoting democracy 
rather than the other way 
around. 

Its important that the public. 
has the information it needs to 
make an informed decision be- 
cause that is the foundation of 
дш democracy, Yet, by arresting 
our journalists, authorities effec- 
tively shut down ANC's live cov 


cause now every journalist re- 
porting on а conflict situation 
Ваз to worry that he or she 
may be arrested and charged. 
Beyond that, if the journalist 
can be charged so can news or- 
ganizations. This is no longer 
а threat but a reality and сте- 
ates a “chilling effect” for 
working journalists, who can 
now be charged like common 
criminals. 

Yet, we believe that the law 
covering the presence of journal- 
ists in conflict situations is very 
ear and supercedes any legisla- 
tion cited by the interior secretary. 
Section 4, Article II of the 1987 
Philippine Constitution states that 
“no law shall be passed abridging 
the freedom of speech, of expres- 
sion, or of the press." 

“Was there an arrest? Yes,” said 
Puno. “Were they charged? No. 
Why was there an apology? Be: 


event, not just a "crime scene" 
complete with overtones of bank 
robberies and murder 

Every other coup attempt or 
passive withdrawals of support in 
the past 21 years were handled by 
the Department of National De- 
fense. Perhaps this is part of the 
reason why the rules were 
‘changed in the Peninsula siege. 


Hold the line 

We journalists are by no 
means perfect. Some of us can 
be arrogant at times and that is 
how we have been portrayed by 
the police in this instance. But 
the reason we need to hold the 
line is simply because if we give 
їп, we would have contributed 
to weakening our democracy by 
depriving the public of the infor- 
mation it wants and needs. 

Having reported from numer- 
ош combat zones in Southeast 
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MEMBERS of the media are led onto a bus at the Manila Peninsula hotel in Makati with their hands cuffed. 


sions for journalists, DZMM radio reporter Noel Атал метилен 
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Editor Juan V. Sarmiento Jr. 


was happening inside the hotel. Foul deeds are often committed far from the prying 
eyes of the media. 

Surely, police and military officials knew who the bona fide members of the media 
were. Many of them covered at one time or another the Philippine National Police, the 
Department of Interior and Local Government, the Department of National Defense, 
and Ма!асайа! 

The authorities also knew the police and military intelligence agents who passed 
themselves off as journalists during the siege. Understandably, the police did not touch 
these agents. 


mem 


tion No. 1017 severely curtailed 
press freedom after authorities 
threatened to shut down news 
organizations and stationed 
tanks outside TV networks. 

Last year, Freedom House, an 
international group, which con 
ducts an annual survey of political 
rights and civil liberties, down- 
graded its rating of the Philip- 
pines from free to partly free. 


АП these codes provide guid- 
ance—the philosophy of the or- 
ganization—but in the end, the 
Judgement call and the decision 
to stay orto go rest with the jour- 
nalist. We balance the fear for 
personal safety with the duty to 
report the truth. 


Masquerading as journalist 
The police claim we were be- 
ing used because they said some 
Magdalo soldiers changed 
clothes and put on press passes. 
Everyone tries to use us, includ- 
ing the police and military intel- 
ligence agents who were pre- 
tending to be journalists. During 
the crisis, we did not report that 
because we did not want to com- 
promise their work, but their 
Presence increased the danger 
for us. Those agents could have 
easily told their superiors who 
were the real journalists and 
who were only masquerading as 
members of the media. 

We categorically state that at no 
instance did any joumalit “ob- 
struct justice” at the Peninsula 
Mere presence and reporting the 
news are nt obstruction of uste. 
Recordings made by the police of 
our live coverage are now being 
used by authorities as evidence 


Insult 

Given this context, the arrests 
of journalists is extremely alarm- 
ing, especially since it has now 
been elevated as policy by Puno, 
who warns journalists that the po- 
lice would do it again. To add in- 
sult to injury, after authorities 
apologized for the arrests, they 
began to publicly question the 
motives of our journalists. 

Officials maligned us by imply- 
ing we were working with Tril- 
lanes group despite the absolute. 
Jack of evidence for these state- 
ments. Now, they say they will 
look at the franchises of television. 
networks. All this only points out 
that the attempts to intimidate 
and harass journalists continue. 

While it is inconvenient for 
law enforcement officials to 
have to contend with media in, 


Asia and around the world, I am 
'very aware of the risks we face as 
Journalists. In Indonesia, 1 barely 


survived a crossfire between gov- against those it charged in court. | conflict zones, it is a necessity 

ernment troops and protesters. y, _ guaranteed by the Constitution 
In Aceh, my team and were PNP got news from media and a check and balance of a vi- 

detained but that's to be expect- Тһе police even acknowledged brant democracy. 

ed given the authoritarian that there was a failure of com- Оп Nov. 29, the journalists 


regime then. In East Timor, Pak- 
istan, India and China, despite 
the dangers and restrictions, you 
calculate the risks and always 
make sure the odds are high that 
you will survive to tell the story. 


who chose to stay and report оп 
the Peninsula siege displayed 
tremendous courage and risked, 
their safety for the public they’ 
serve. A colleague from the For- 
eign Correspondents Association 


‘munication within their organiza- 
tion. They mobilized only after 
they were “informed” of the event 
through TV and radio coverage. It 
is clear the police benefited from 
us doing our job. We cannot be 


5 both obstructing and helping jus- of the Philippines captured the 
Ludicrous tice simultaneously. spirit of our thoughts: “if some- 
Whatlhavelearnedfomexpe- Our fear is that the arrests of one else can deliver the truth bet- 
riences that every situationisdif- journalists may herald more dan- ter, we would give way. If we, 
ferent, and what you do depends gerous times ahead. In recent chose to leave at the request of 
onthe system of government, іе, years, many developments have the PNB then we would have to 
you would not make the same de- eroded press freedom in our coun- swallow the PNP version of the 
Соп under a democracy that try: In 2003, there were more jour- truth because we chose to give up 
you would under a dictatorship.  nalists killed in the Philippines than. the access we already had.’ 
Every journalists and news or- іп Iraq, and today--despite pres — That would be a disservice to 


ganization’s assessment of risk 
‘Varies. That is why I find it slightly 
ludicrous for the PNP to quote the 
ethics manuals of the CBC, ВВС 
and ABS-CBN to bolster its point. 
that all journalists should have 
left when requested—that there is 
a one-size-firs-al response. 


sure from the international com- 
munity--the extrajudicial killings 
of journalists and leftist leaders 
continue with virtual impunity 
Intimidation tactics, indirect 
pressure and libel suits have 
been used to attempt to control 
journalists. In 2006, Proclama- 


the public we all serve. 


(Maria A. Ressa is the head of 
“ABS-CBN News & Current Affairs 
Division. This article is the posi- 
tion paper she read at the hearing 
of the Senate committee on justice 
and human rights on Dec. 13.) 


bunnar, DECEMBER o, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


us change eyed to revive peace talks 


Dureza: Amending Constitution one way of giving Moros what they want 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


THE GOVERNMENT MAY HAVE TO 
resort to Charter change next year to 
get the stalled peace talks with the Mo- 
то Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
restarted. 

Presidential peace adviser Jesus 
Dureza said yesterday one of the pro- 
posals the government was looking at 
to get the peace talks moving again 
was the setting up of a Bangsamoro 
federal state in Mindanao. 

‘This would require amending the 
Constitution, Dureza said. 

“Му recommendation is to amend 
the Constitution only for the purpose 
of installing a Bangsamoro state or а 
Bangsamoro region ог whatever name 


it will be called," he said in a phone in- 
terview. 7 

Dureza made it clear, however, that 
the idea was not to place the entire 
country under a federal system of gov- 
ernment, 


Additional territories 

“We already have the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao as a starting 
point for this proposal,” he said, noting 
that aside from the ARMM, the “addi 
tional territories” that were agreed upon 
in the consensus points between the gov- 
emment and the MILF would probably 
make up the Bangsamoro federal state. 

He said that “hopefully” the govern- 
ment could make the amendment to 
the Constitution next year. 


Dureza said this was one of the pro- 
posals the government peace panel 
was "working on" and which may be. 
taken up at the next Cabinet security 
cluster meeting in January. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo was set 
to meet with the Cabinet security clus- 
ter the other day but this was canceled. 
due to time constraints, Dureza said. 

He said the setting up of a federal 
state in the South was being looked ас 
because the peace negotiations be- 
tween the government and the MILF 
continued to be hampered by issues in- 
volving the Constitution. 

The current impasse occurred after 
the MILF pulled out of the exploratory 
talks in Malaysia in mid-December, 
"where both sides were supposed to fi- 


NO WAY TO ENTERA BUS 


holiday with loved one 


nally firm up ап agreement on the 
boundaries ofa Moro homeland. 

‘The MILF left the talks after it object- 
ed to the inclusion of the phrase “con- 
stitutional process” as the mode for im- 
plementing the draft memorandum of 
agreement on territorial boundaries. 


New formula 


tire Bangsamoro juridical entity would 
be subjected to a plebiscite, 

Explaining the government side, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita had 
said the government “cannot compro- 
mise our reference to the Constitu- 
tion,” in firming up an agreement with 
the MILE 

Ermita, however, expressed opti- 


mism 2008 would be a “good year” for 
the peace process as he disclosed that 
the government peace panel was 
working on a new formula to bring the 
MILF back to the peace table. 

On Friday, Dureza acknowledged 
the two sides had been “locked in” by 
Constitutional issues on the ancestral 
domain aspect. 

“We have to grapple with it realistical- 
ly because we cannot commit to conces- 

ions without considering constitutional 
issues," he said in a phone interview. 

“We took special note of the sugges- 
tion of Sen. Aquilino Pimentel on the 
setting up of a federal state," he said, 

А federal state is something many 
people in Mindanao have long aspired 
for, Dureza said. 


Makati Med doc belies 


Passengers scramble through the windows ofa bus in a Pasay City terminal, the better to grab a seat never mind 
ifthere was a line at the bus door. City dwellers are ina rush to get to the provinces to spend the long New Year 


матин 


HEAD START ON DEPED 


US agency 


К 


brings cyber 


education to RP schools 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 


AUS GOVERNMENT AID AGENCY 
has achieved what the Department. 
of Education has yet to accom- 
plish—set up a cyber education pro- 
gram networkin the country. 

For over a year now, the United 
States Assistance for International 


American firm, is overseeing the in- 
stallation of the Gem-2 network. It 
has local offices in the cities of 
Davao, Cotabato and Zamboanga. 

It had earlier contracted We are 
LT. (WIT), a local firm, to install the 
Gem-2 equipment in project-cov- 
ered schools. 


Development (USAID) has been Satellite broadband 
putting up itsGem-2project,acom- Armed with a 1965 congressional 
puter literacy and satellite Internet franchise to provide wireless 


‘connection program aimed at im- 
proving the quality of education in 
public high schools in the Au- 
tonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao (АКАМ) and other war-torn 
areas in the Southern Philippines. 

Gem-2, short for Growth with Eq- 
шу in Mindanao (Phase 2), pro- 
Vides Internet access, computers 
and information and communica- 
tions technology equipment sup- 
plies, among other services. 

“Basically, it is cyber education. 
During school hours, it provides satel- 
lite-linked Internet services to stu- 
dents and teachers. In some areas, 
the school automatically becomes ап 
Internet café for local folk when class- 
es are over" said Horacio Yalung, 
hair of TNR Telecoms пс, the pro- 
Ject's telecommunications arm. 

‘To date, USAID has put up Inter- 
net services in more than 200 
schools in Mindanao, according to 
Yalung. 

Other Gem-2 education develop- 
ment activities include English lan- 
guage instruction and vocational 
education intervention programs, 
as well as enhancing the planning 
and budget skills of the DepEd-AR- 
MM office. 


$1-million project 

With an allocation of more than 
$1 million (Р41,500,000), the 
Gem-2 project expects to cover at 
least 300 schools, mainly in the AR- 
RM, according to the USAID office 
in Manila. 

The Gem-2 program began in 
2002. It continues the work carried 
ош under the original Gem project 
Which operated from 1996 to 2002. 

The Louie Berger Group, a: 


telecommunication services to the 
public through satellite and terres- 
trial networks, TNR Telecoms is pro- 
viding WIT with satellite services 
and project-related equipment. 

Last year, TNR Telecoms joined 
forces with the Thai firm Shin Satel- 
lite Public Company Limited (Sat- 
tel), operator of the Ipstar satellite. 
broadband system. 

Ipstar's local hub is located near 
Clark Air Base in Angeles City. 

Aside from Thailand and the 
Philippines, Ipstar is also providing 
full broadband satellite services in 
Australia, Zealand, Cambodia, Laos, 
Myanmar, Vietnam and China. 

Although not formally part of the 
USAID's Education Quality and Ac- 
cess for Learning and Livelihood 
Skills or EQuALLS project, "the edu- 
cation activities of the Gem-2 pro- 
gram are closely coordinated with 
EQUALLS,” said USAID project 
management specialist Aivan Leo 
Amit 


Cheaper Internet access 

TNR Telecoms and WIT "have 
been installing the USAID cyber ed- 
Wcaton systems іп Mindanao 
schools since December 2006,” dis- 
closed Yalung. 

State-run high schools in the 
towns of Palimbang, Lebak, Kula- 
man and Bagumbayan, all in Sultan 
Kudarat, were among the first re- 
ciplents of the high-tech project. 

“There's more good news. The 
(USAID-funded) system is cheaper 
than the China-funded and -mod- 
eled cyber education project (CEP) 
of the government. Our equipment 
cost only P150,000 per school, The 
DepEd's CEP would cost at least 


P400,000 per 
pointed out. 

Gem-2's Internet service charge 
also costs less—only P5,000 а 
month compared to the DepEd рго- 
grams service fee of around 
P45,000. 


school,” Yalung 


Interactive 

Yalung noted “the Gem-2 model 
is also interactive, The DepEd's Chi- 
na-funded CEP is a one-way learn- 
ing system like Knowledge TV" 

The DepEds CEP supposedly 
aims to bridge the learning gap be- 
tween rural and urban schools by 
using satellite technology to beam 
televised lectures by the depart- 
ments master teachers to schools in 
far-flung areas nationwide. 

Nearly 38,000 schools or 90 per- 
cent of all public schools nation- 
wide are expected to be connected. 
bythe government in the next three. 
years. 

"The first phase of the project will 
cover some 3,000 elementary schools 
in 4th- to 6th- class municipalities, in- 
cluding those hard-hit by recent ty- 
phoons like the Bicol region, accord- 
ing to DepEd Secretary Jesli Lapus, 


Improving education 

On the other hand, some 10,000 
public schools will benefit from the 
USAID program. 

‘Aside from Sultan Kudarat, TNR 
‘Telecoms and WIT have installed CEP 
equipment n the following provinces: 
Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Basilan, Lanao del 
Norte, Lanao del Sur, Zamboanga del 
Norte, Zamboanga del Sus Zamboan- 
за Sibugay, North Cotabato, Agusan 
del Norte and Agusan del Sur. 

TNR Telecoms aims to “provide 
Ipstar services for rural Intemet 
connectivity and distance e-learn- 
ing, e-governance, e-commerce, as 
well as provide cost-effective con- 
nectivity to other telecommunica- 
tion service providers,” Yalung said. 

Ipstar “will not only help improve 
the countryside economy but uplift 
the lives of less-fortunate Filipinos 
living in the country's remotest areas 
by providing them with high-speed 
Internet connectivity” he said, 


pyramid scam charge 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


A DOCTOR CONNECTED WITH THE 
Makati Medical Center has contested a De- 
partment of Justice resolution recommend- 
ing her prosecution for large-scale estafa, 
saying her corporation could not have been 
a pyramiding scheme given that it flour- 
ished for 10 years. 

In seeking to dismiss the criminal com- 
plaint against her, cardiologist Emelyn 
Abundo-Rivera also said that if First Do- 
main Lending Corp. (FDLC), of which she 
was president, had been a pyramiding op- 
eration, it was strange there was only one 
complaint against her. 

‘The DOJ earlier ordered the filing of large- 
scale estafa charges against Rivera, pediatri- 
cian Shirley Pascual-Ong, Aurora Almojuela, 
Gilbert Ocampo and three persons identified. 
only as John, Julie and Jenny Doe. 

The complainant in the case before the 
DOJ was Jesus Rivera, the respondents 
own father-in-law. 


Large returns 

Jesus said he was promised large returns 
for his investment in FDLC. He said that as 
of January 2007, his investment amounted 
to P28.69 million, but his requests for the 
return of his money went unheeded. 

Tn her motion for reconsideration, Eme- 
yn Rivera said pyramiding schemes only 
lasted several months, whereas FDLC oper- 
ated for 10 years, or since 1997. 

She said the charge of large-scale estafa. 
was questionable because there was only 
one complainant against hes, and this was 
her father-in-law. She said it was unlikely 
she would deceive a family member, 

Strangely, the lone complainant Jesus 
Rivera is the father-in-law of respondent Dr. 


Emelyn Rivera. Because of complainant's 
lose relation by affinity to herein respon- 
dent, it is highly unbelievable and contrary 
to human experience that he would be a vic- 
tim of the corporation or deceived by herein 
respondent,” her motion read. 

Rivera maintained she did not defraud 
her father-in-law and pointed out that he 
himself had admitted to regularly receiving 
checks from the corporation representing 
the interest his investment had earned, end 
which he deposited in his bank account. 


Unreasonable delay 
“In the case at bar, the absence of fraud or 
deceit was all the more strengthened when 
complainant Jesus Rivera admitted ... that 
his transaction[s] with FDLC were covered 
Бу promissory notes and checks issued to 
him by herein respondent in payment of in- 
terest. As such, the issuance of the promisso- 
ту notes and checks were in payment of a 
pre-existing obligation,” she said. 

She also noted that Jesus had been an in- 
vestor in FDLC since 1997 but only filed the 
complaint against her this year. 

"Such unreasonable delay in the filing of. 
the complaint cast serious doubt on the vé- 
racity and truthfulness of the complaint,” 
she said, 

She said FDLC was registered with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission to en- 
gage in lending investments and had Р1 
million in capital 

In recommending the charges against Rivera 
and the other respondents, state prosecutor 
Diosdado Solidum said they failed to show evi- 
dence to overtum Jesus’ allegation, which he 
‘backed with checks and promissory notes. 

He also dismissed their claim that FDLC 
was just a failed business venture, and 
likened it to a scam ora pyramiding scheme. 


De La Salle University 


Manila 


Center for Language Learning 
Rm. 1503, Br. Andrew Gonzalez Hall 
2269 Taft Avenue, Malate, Manila 


Course Offerings 


Reading Comprehension & Voc. еуі. 
Conversational English 

English Proficiency 

English Pronunciation 


Registration: January 2-4, 2008 
January 25-31, 2008 
February 22-28, 2008 


Saturday Class Offerings 
Seminar on Teaching English as a Foreign/Second Language 
(Methods and Principles of Teaching EFL/ESL) 
Seminar-Workshop on English Conversational Fluency for Office Personnel 


Advanced Conversational English 
Oral Communication. 
English Proficiency for Fil 

|| Effective Writing for Fili 
Business English 


Basic Languages 


#Mandarin * Japanese “French 


Arrangements can be made for: 


#Tutorials | * Special Group Class. 
Review classes for: “TOEFL 


#Spanish 


*TOEIC 
For details, please contact: 
De La Salle University-Manila, Center for Language Learning 
‘Telephone No.: 524-4611 loc. 403 


Writing Skills 
Oral Communication for Foreigners 
Business English 
Technical Writing 


Regular class schedule: Monday to Friday 


2hoursaday 15days 


Classes: January 8-28, 2008 
February 4-22, 2008 
March 3-26, 2008 


* Filipino for Foreigners 


* Evening Class 
IELTS 


* Saturday Class 
*TWE “TSE 
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BOCAUE, BULACAN—FIRECRACKER AND PY- rotechnic arta ad and каны тан aen. va xin 895800 accommodate buyers “Sawa,” with 1,000 pieces of 

2 T ч Dealers Association Inc. She said the plan woul Michael Dinglasan, oneofthe firecrackers strung together, 
rotechnic manufacturers said 2007 is one of the “Bonita said government the firecracker and pyrotechnic stall owners in Pyro Ville an асаба ип P400, up from. 
worst years for the industry as the government's sponsored plugs against the in- industry in the country. area designated for these prod- P250 last week. The bigger 


à э В ir dusty and various campaigns She asked the Department of ucts in Barangay Turo here, said. type, with 10,000 pieces, cents 
efforts to discourage Filipinos; from using their aa aaa maa a рей (үран 


products led to low sales this year. Health, the police and local about the proper and safe ways in the past three days due to | Some dealers also attributed 

While prices of firecrackers ТУ and newspapers on the sup- governments have hurt the in- of using firecrackers and ру. highdemand. the price increase to low supply 
and pyrotechnic products have posed dangers of using these dustry the most. rotechnics, and not ban theiruse. | "Kuwitis" one of the most as many manufacturers pro- 
increased by 30 to 40 percentin products have discouraged peo- Vimie Erese, PPMDAI presi- Manufacturers and dealers sought after product, sells for duced fewer stocks this year due 


the run-up to the New Year cele- ple from buying them, accord. dent, earlier called as “absurd” said since Dec. 26, stalls selling P3.50 to P4 each. Abox of Five ta the high cost of raw materials 
bration because of high de. ing to Rolando Bonilla, vice the plan of Health Secretary firecrackers and ‘pyrotechnics Star" which used tosellforP19, and chemicals. Carmela Reyes, 
mand, advertisements on radio, ` president of the Philippine Py- Francisco Duque to phase out have started 24-hour opera- issold for P35 to P40. Inquirer Central Luzon 


SUPPORTERS OF jailed former Muslim rebel leader Nur Misuari salute 
during their National Summit Conference, Dec. 28, at the South 
Cotabato Complex in Koronadal City. morcsergoemerssmeiqustnaonuo 


MNLF positive on review 
of 1996 pact with gov't 


KORONADALCITY—THE MORO representatives each from the 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) government and the MNLE was 
saiditwas optimisticthatitstwipar- formed during the first tripar 
tite meeting with the government tite meeting held in Jeddah in 
and the Organization ofthe Islam- November 

іс Conference, which will be held Sema said the MNLF hopes to 
in Manila next month, will pro- resolve some of these issues—a 
duce good results. unified security force for 0 

The meeting was aimed at Autonomous Region in Muslim 
finding solutions to the MNLF Mindanao, a unique political 
complaint that the government system for the ARMM, MNLF 
has not implemented the 1996 representation in the national 
peace agreement in full. government. 

MNLF combatants, who are ^ "We are hopeful that the gov- 
growing impatient over the al- ernment will implement the re- 
leged non-implementation of maining provisions of the peace 
some provisions in the agree- treaty religiously” Sema said by 
ment, have occasionally phone from Manila 
clashed with soldiers, especially Some 5,000 supporters of 


inthe province of Sulu. jailed MNLF chair Nur Misuari 

Muslimin Sema, MNLF secre- converged here on Friday and 

E: tary general, yesterday told the called on the government to re- 
дү IuQuisem that the government- lease him from prison. 


Huwag magpaputok! Gumamit ng ib 


MNLF Joint Working Group During the summit, Mis 
«=з 


GWG) held preliminary talks in waris supporters said their 

Manila in connection with the leaders release would boost 

tripartite meeting scheduled on peace and security efforts in 

Jan. 3. Mindanao. Jeoffrey Maitem, 
‘The JWG, composed of three Inquirer Mindanao 


ASUPPORTER 
OF Misuari holds a 
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™ only have dreamt of," 


BAGUMBAYAN 


Volunteers for a New Philippines 


A Covenant for a New Philippines 


We live in a time of crisis and confusion. We seem to have lost First, that we must be RESPONSIBLE for ourselves, for our 

our way as a people and as a nation in this prolonged season of fellow Filipinos, and for-our;country. We must change our 

economic challenges and political rancor. attitudes, . and! "transform-." ourselves to become 
horizon-chasers with duty, dignity, anc determination; 


Fear and helplessness have led many citizens to become г L 
inured to corruption and injustice. Despair has driven many to Second, tha сап REINVENT GOVERNMENT to faithfully 
hard and lonely work abroad. Many Filipinos no longer feel that perform its prime duty to serve and protect the people; 

they have a voice and a stake in the nation and its future. a к 


Third, that we “сап fortify LAW:AND ORDER through 
We cannot long survive—much less prosper—on this path to self-discipline, vigilance, and respect for the rule of law; 
self-destruction. We cannot lurch from one scandal and one 

rebellion to another, and expect to achieve our destiny as a Fourth, that we can build a STRONG AND GROWING 
modern, just, and progressive nation. ECONOMY if we all work, save, and invest in order to 
prosper; + D] 


We need change on all levels of society — not just of men, but 
іп men. We need a far-reaching and all-embracing vision; we Fifth, that we ‘must prioritize EDUCATION as the key to 
need a genuine cause for hope; we need proven and inspiring national development to compete г and lead in the new global 
leadership. economy; 


as one nation. with one. destiny, building on both our brightest CARE for all our People, especially the needy; 
prospects for the future and on the noblest traditions of our 
history. = Seventh, that we must "beate JOBS for. our people, so that 
Ei жз they will not need to seek their fortunes abroad, but rather 
More than four centuries ago, the great chief Rajah Sulayman devote their talents directly to their country and their families, 
led his people out of their old embattled Maynilad to ainew 
settlement they called "Bagumbayan'—a new town, à fresh Eighth, that we must assist our people in .securing decent 
beginning. For Jose Rizal, Bagumbayan was not only the ‘place HOMES to live in and LAND to work and build ой, so they can 
of his мп heroic martyrdom, but the very home and spiritofhis be dignified and Басра citizens, .. 
dream of a free and prosperous Philippines. And before him, 
Fathers Gomez, Burgos, and Zamora shed their blood on that Ninth, that we must жола апа кы the FAMILY as 
same hallowed ground in the name of freedom and eror the foundation of our nation to develop proper values and 
өз virtues in individuals and build solid character; and 


We now invoke that spirit in our 
+., Bagumbayan: "century. Phil 
Which биг people have long deserved ENVIRONMENT for our posterity. 
and which we can yet build. 


S 4 We must have the Vision grounded on Values and 
Bagumbayan із no longer just a place. It is we, the Filipi о empowered by Volunteerism to achieve Victory. These аге 
people, and all that we dream of being and becoming аза theideals upon which we lay the foundation of our movement 
nation. And if it is to be, then we must make it happen. yf for change. We are the instruments of a movement dedicated 
ў * to transform the Philippines into a Bagumbayan, a new 
Today, fortified by an abiding faith in God and in the Filipino, we Philippines. 
pledge ourselves and join together in this Covenant for a New 
Philippines—one founded оп moral courage, not political We invite every patriotic Filipino to join us іп this shared 
expediency; on the rule of law, not of brute power and feudal struggle. Let us embark together on this grand mission to 
privilege; on inclusiveness and social justice, not protection for reclaim, rebuild, and reconsecrate what Rizal—111 years 
a few, on enterprise and industry, not handouts and quick profit; ago today--bid farewell to ав "our Eden lost,” but which 
on education and skills development, not ili) апа remains our birthright and our redemption: Bagumbayan. 
fortune-seeking. M ы 


* Where our heroes һауе fallen, there shall we rise, reborn. 
We commit ourselves to finding and supporting new: Filipino | . 
leaders—men and women with the vision, integrity, and To these noble ends and principles, we hereby affix our 
competence to lead us to another Bagumbayan, our new Rajah names and signatures this 30th day of December, 2007. 
Sulaymans, Gomburzas, and Rizals. And like these heroes, we | 
shall not fear to do what is right and to break new ground—to 


value ideas over money, principles over popularity. 4 4 ( m 


All of us who share this dream must courageously face the 
challenges of our times. Thus, in this act of union and 
cooperation, we declare: 


AGUSAN DEL NORTE Titus Thaddeus Vesagas, Businessman * AGUSAN DEL SUR Julius Gonzales, Businessman * AKLAN Eril Ibardolasa, Assistant Station Manager, Bombo Radyo * ALBAY 
Cesaria dela Cruz, Chairperson, Albay Seed Growers Multipurpose Coop." ANTIPOLO CITY Dr. Alfredo Paspe, Jr., Chief, Antipolo Community Hospital * ANTIQUE Atty. Bonifacio Alentejan, Lawyer 
"AURORA Samuel Ellerma, President, Aurora Kabalikat Civicom Inc. * BASILAN Tatuh Alih Macrohon, President, Association of Lamitan * BATAAN Alex Dayrit, Businessman 
* BATANGAS Dr. Rafael Васи, President, Alpha Phi Omega Batangas Alumni Association * BENGUET/BAGUIO CITY Atty. Rico Agcaoili, Director, Baguio Country Club * BOHOL Aries Aumentado, 
Businessman * BUKIDNON Atty. Marlowe Selecios, Lawyer * BULACAN Francisco Aniag, Jr., President, Upsilon Sigma Phi Alumni Association Inc. * CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY Adrian Pabayo, 
Governor, Philippine National Red Cross * CAMARINES NORTE Omar Ong, Businessman * CAMARINES SUR Fidel Cu, President, Camarines Sur 
Industry * CAMIGUIN Lauro Reyes Francisco, Businessman * CAPIZ Joemari Tan, School Director, St. Michael Montessori Inc. * CATANDUANES Нету Hemandez, Station Manager, DZAA FM 
* CAVITE Айу. Maximiano Tagle, Lawyer * CEBUICEBU CITY Andrew Co, Businessman * COMPOSTELA VALLEY Renato Caballero, Busi 
Businessman * DAVAO DEL SURIDAVAO CITY Jerry Sy, Businessman * DAVAO ORIENTAL Atty. Israel Torentera, Lawyer * DINAGAT ISLANDS Atty. Ver Madrona, Lawyer * EASTERN SAMAR 
Jesse Solidon, Councilor, City of Borongan * ILOCOS NORTE Mary Ang, President, Ilocos Norte Federated NGO * ILOCOS SUR Santiago Cabatu, Businessman * ILOILO Dominador Co, 
Businessman * ILOILO CITY Honorato "Tatoy's" Espinosa, Businessman * ISABELA Rolando Ragsac, President, Transport Federation of Santiago City * LAGUNA Мей Donato, President, Laguna 
Tourism Council * LANAO DEL NORTE Wilfredo Bacareza, Sr., Businessman * LANAO DEL SUR Abul Khayr Alonto, Businessman * LEYTE Tanny Go, Businessman * MAGUINDANAO Aladin 
Sumail, Businessman * MARINDUQUE Joel Pedro, President, Sta. Cruz Institute Marinduque, Inc. * METRO MANILA Felicito Valmocina, Former Brgy. Captain, Bray. Holy Spirit, Quezon City * 
MISAMIS ORIENTAL Nei Cubilo, Councilor, Municipal of Balingasag " NEGROS OCCIDENTAL BACOLOD CITY Francis Jalandoni, Businessman NEGROS ORIENTALDUMAGUETE CITY 
Capt. Edith Vera, PCGA, President, Negros Oriental Maritime School * NORTH COTABATO Jesus Sacdalan, Governor, Province of North Cotabato * NUEVA ECIJA Ruben de Guzman, 
Businessman * OLONGAPO CITY Mayor James Gordon, Mayor, City of Olongapo" ORIENTAL MINDORO Rizalino Mendoza, Director. Oriental Mindoro Electric Cooperative PANGASINAN 
Alejandra Clemente, President, Federation of Tourism Industries of the Philippines * PALAWAN Roger Almira, Businessman PAMPANGA Renato Tayag, Jr., President, Advocacy for e 
Development of Сепга Luzon " QUEZON Cesar Varta, Jc, Exec Director, Kabat ng Katutubong Kabuhayan, Ic" QUIRINO Mente Domingo. sr- CRAL berson,- Advocates Heal LVAN 
Ina RIZAL Engr. Teodulo Del Rosario, Rizal Agr Business Cooperative, Inc. * SARANGANI Ed Cejar, President Sarangani Chamber of Commerce and Industry * SHARIFF KABUNSUAN 
Alexander Tomawis, Mayor Municipality of Barira; President, League Of Municipalities Of the Philippines, Shariff Kabunsuan " SORSOGON Roland Areola, President, Sorsogon Press Club 
* SOUTHERN LEYTE Joy Roble, Businessman * SULTAN KUDARAT Vispocious Ramos, Sr. President, Sultan Kudarat Chamber Of Commerce and Industry Foundation.Inc.," SURIGAO DEL 
NORTE Ету Corpin, Businessman < SURIGAO DEL SUR Rolando Capitan, Dusineseman " TARLAC Pico Pineda, Present PYP Agro Indus, Ino < TAMAAN! Edd Al, Степени 
Mindanao State University, Tawi-Tawi College of Technology and Oceanography * ZAMBALES Amor Deloso, Governor, Province of Zambales * ZAMBOANGA CITY Abdurahman Nuño, Former 
о Pesce Lie ng mga Barangay ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE Lip Aseria, Nana Commander, Philippin Cost Guard шину ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR Loree Ramos, Dent 
“ZAMBOANGA SIBUGAY Jun Mahalac, Businessman 


To join, please contact: join@bagumbayan-vnp.com, 09228673425, 02-8131257, or visit www.bagumbayan-vnp.com. 
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Resto offers fresh fish to eat, watch 


By Julie S. Alipala 
Kumalarang, 
Zamboanga del Norte 


HOEVER SAID 
that great ambi- 
ence and fine 


dining are only experi- 
enced in famous and ex- 
pensive hotels in the 
metropolis, where skilled 
chefs make delectable 
dishes? 

in the remote town of Ku- 
malarang in Zamboanga del 
Norte, about 50 kilometers 


from Pagadian City, a stopover | 


eatery known as "Kan-anan за 
Balsa" offers superb dishes at a 
fraction of the amount charged 
in restaurants elsewhere. 
Clients take their meals in 
bamboo cottages mounted on 
rafts that float over fishponds. 
As they feast, entertainment is 
provided by African catfish and 
golden tilapia going frenzy over 
food bits thrown into the water. 


Crab raiser 

The restaurant was opened 
only on Nov. 6, according to its 
Owner, Rey Quisumbing, who 
owns the 60 hectares of fish- 
pond where it is afloat. Before 
going into this venture, 
Quisumbing was known as a 
crab raiser. 


THEY can't get any fresher than this. Hito and tilapia are exhibited at a 60-hectare fishpond in Kumalarang, Zamboanga del Sur. The fish, says the 
fishpond owner, are not for food but “just for show” to display how fresh food can be at the Kan-anan sa Balsa, a restaurant in the town. puras 


“I wanted to explore further 
because business is not just 
about raising, producing and 
marketing crabs, prawns, fish 
and fruits,” hie said. “Thad been 
running and operating а crab 
business since 1972, but it be- 
came not profitable in the long 
run because of disease affecting 
the crustaceans.” 

When the business turned 


bad, his employees, who have 
been with him for a long time, 
were on the brink of losing their 
jobs, too, he said. So he thought 
of getting into the restaurant 
business. 


Family business 

The families of his 35 em- 
ployees help out at the Kan- 
anan sa Balsa 


"The head of the family is the. 
опе concentrating and attend- 
ing to my farms while their 
wives and children take turns in 
Tunning the eatery either as 
cashiers, cooks, and even wait- 
тезгез.” Quisumbing said. 

“Some also take care of the 
maintenance and other services 
required in the eatery.” 

Although the business was 


still new, clients have started 
coming. Many have learned of 
the place by word of mouth. 

The dishes—such as "pina- 
putok na tilapia,” “alimango sa 
balsa,” "pinisik na manok” and 
"bilao"—are cooked and served 
“home-style.” 

‘And what would be more 
comforting than not having to 
think of paying much for every 


meal. For example, “pinaputok 
na tilapia,” which is actually 
broiled tilapia with lemon 
grass, tomatoes and other 
spices, only costs PSS per serv- 
ing. Rice is free with that 
amount, 

"Alimango sa balsa,” which is 
cooked with coconut milk and 
chili, costs only P105 per serv. 
ingoftwo to three crabs. 


Vegetarian dishes 

Quisumbing said a group of 
six could also try their "bilao," 
"which consists of labtingaw and 
tilapia, spicy pinangat eggplant, 
spicy shrimps and halabos, and 
two pieces of native chicken. 
‘The dish costs P175 or around 


P29 per person. 
What about diners who don't. 
want fish ог crustaceans 


served? The menu always has 
ready alternatives, Quisumbing 
said. 

For vegetarians, there are 
homegrown organic vegetables 
Such as Chinese pechay or 
kangkong, string beans and egg- 
plants. 

“And oh, there are fruits, such 
as bananas, mangoes and pa- 
payas from Quisumbing's Royal 
Quality Agro Resources. 

"Muslims can also eat here 
because we don't serve pork 
dishes. Only erustaceans, fish, 
chickens, vegetables and 
fruits,” Quisumbing said. 
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Resto offers fresh fish to eat, watch 


By Julie S. Alipala 
Kumalarang. 
Zamboanga del Norte 


meal. ror example. pinaputok 
na tilapi — which ~ actually 
broiled tilapia with lemon 
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mboo cottage: mounted on 
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їз ай on record. Our sales increased from 3.9 billion pesos in 1995 to 18.69 billion pesos in 2007 


“Since the beginning of the lotto games in 1995, we were able to give 57.5 billion pesos worth of prizes, <. 
‘produce 300 new millionaires, and provide 31.4 billion pesos worth of charity to more than one million с, 


kababayans in need of medical assistance nationwide. 


With only 1,500 outlets all over the country and our small army of sweepstakes ticket sellers, we surely know 
"how to make things work: playing lotio, sweepstakes and STL (Small Town Lottery) is giving to charity. 


RETAKE OF PRECEDING FRAME 


| Alaminos seen 
| as ideal site 
of new airport 
. in Pangasinan 


| By Gabriel Cardinoza. 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


ALAMINOS CITY—THIS CITY— 
| gateway to the famous Hundred 
| islands Майота] Райс вая 
made its own sales pitch for an 
! international airport as “the cen- 
| ter of economic growth and po- 
tential in central Pangasinan,” 
| though it may not be geographi- 
| cally centered in the province. 
Mayor Hernani Braganza 
| said on Thursday that the con- 
| struction of an airport here 
would not only boost tourism to 
| the Hundred Islands but also 
| trigger economic growth and 
development іп the entire 
province. 
He issued the statement fol- 
| owing reports that the local 
chapter of the League of Munic- 
| ipaliies of the Philippines 
(LMP) had presented a mani- 
festo to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo expressing preference 
for the airport project їп Sta. 
| Barbara town in central Pan- 
sasinan. 
| “The LMP cited Sta. Barbara's 
proximity to Manaoag town, al- 
зо а popular tourist destination 
being a pilgrimage site for 
Catholics, and to the business 
y centers of Urdaneta and Dagu- 
pan cities. 


' More attractions 

| | Braganza said 74 percent of 
the natural destinations of the 

province are in the first and sec- 

ond district. These include Ag- 

no, Anda, Bani, Bolinao, Bur- 


Palawan goes 
easy on mining 
as gas royalty 
seen coming in 


By Redempto Anda 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


' PUERTO PRINCESA CITY— 
With at least P6 billion in natu- 
ral gas royalty expected over 
the next three years, which сап 
double if it wins ownership of 
the Camago Malampaya oil and 
gas reserves in the Supreme 
Court, Palawan is going easy on 
mining investments. 

“We won't really need them 
anymore if we can get the 
| Malampaya money" Gov. Joel T. 
Reyes told the Inquirer follow- 
ing last week's mining summit 
here. 

“We will come up with the of- 
ficial policy statement on this 
January after we have consoli 
_ dated the issues raised in the 

mining summit," Reyes said. 

Last week, the governor an- 
nounced that the provincial 
government was expecting the 
allocation of at least P3 billion 
for local development projects 
from the escrowed Malampaya 
| share after it agreed with the 

national government to jointly 
| utilize the funds while awaiting 

the SC ruling. 

The agreement also allows 
the provincial government to 
| securitize the future income of 

Palawan from Malampaya, a 
plan that is expected to bring in 
| another РЗ billion in cash rev- 
| enues. 
| 
| 


Service Contract 38 led by 
Shell Spex, which operates the 
gas project off EI Nido, 

| Palawan, has paid some P12 bil- 
lion in royalty to the national 

| government. The province filed 
| a suit after President Macapa- 

| gakArroyo declared in 2005 

| фасе gas reserves were out of 
its jurisdiction. 

During the mining summit, 
Reyes announced that Palawan 
would impose a moratorium on 
exploration activities in the 
nickel and manganese-rich area 
of Mt. Mantalingahan, which is 
set to be declared a protected 
landscape. 

He said small-scale mining 
operations in the southern ar- 
eas would be scrutinized after 
these had come under fire from 
environmental groups for viola- 
tions of the law. 

“What would the province re- 
ally get from them?" Reyes said 
in Filipino, referring to che tax 
exemptions allowed by mining 
laws to small-scale oper 
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Communist rebs 


LUCENA CITY—COMMUNIST 
New People's Army (NPA) 
rebels torched two units of 
#1533 heavy equipment and a bunk 
TES эф house last Dec. 26, the mili- 
хауз Southern Luzon Com- 
mand (Solcom) based in Camp 
Nakar here said Saturday. 

Army Maj. Randolph Cabang- 
bang, Solcom spokesperson, cit- 
ей a report saying that at about. 
5:30 p.m., atleast 20 communist. 
rebels burned one grader, one 
‘compactor and the bunk house 
being used by workers in Sitio 
(subvillage) Mangahan in 
Barangay Pagsangahan in San 
Francisco town located at the tip 
воз, Dasol, Infanta, Mabini, Su- second districts comprised 51 an airport in Sta. Barbara, clari- ofthe Bondoc Peninsula. 
al, Aguilar, Basista, Binmaley, percent of the land area ofthe бей that he was not against the 


| 
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А БУНИН | 


E 
% 


Бай; 


€ 
THE WATERS around the Hundred Islands attract snorkelers and divers. зли танлаш октан шон 


Bugallon, Labrador Lingayen, province. choice of Alaminos as site of an Farm-to-market roads 
Mangatarem and Urbiztondo “So, the agricultural poten- international airport. Cabangbang said that based 
towns, and this city. tial of Pangasinan, when it 8 “Whereveritwillbelocated,I on the report, the destroyed 
“But the problemiis that these comes to exportable produce, є like it because I am the gover- pieces of property, which were 
аге not accessible in the sense here. We have livestock, fish. nor of Pangasinan,” he said. | being used in the construction 
that mabagal yong punta ng tur- eries and mangoes,” he said. Using provincial govern- of farm-to-market roads, were 
ista dito (tourist arrival is E ment funds, Espino has started owned by San Francisco town 
slowed down) because of (һе For Pangasinan therehabilitation of the airport Mayor Hernani Tan, also the 
travel time,” the mayor said. Special economic zones have іп the capital town of Lingayen, president of the Quezon may- 
With an airport, Braganza ex. been designated in this city and where student pilots have been ors league. 
pected an increase in the num- їп neighboring Mabini, Sual training. Cabangbang said the attack 
ber of investors for the tourism and Bani towns. “We have done our share in маз allegedly the result of Tan's 


industry, “so there will be more “Then, we have the major in- convincing the President to put refusal to give in to the de- 
business and job opportunities frastructures. Wehaveaseaport up an airport in the province. mands of communist rebels. 
forthe people of Pangasinan.” and a power plant in Sual. And Maybe, we (political leaders) Не did not elaborate on the 
x the airportand seaport cometo- should just talk about this kaysa supposed demands. 
Agriculture benefits gether; they complement,” he yong magpaparamihan tayo ng When contacted through his 
‘The agricultural and industri- said. pipirma kung saan [itatayo]. mobile phone, Tan denied own- 
al potential of the province will Gov. Amado Espino Ж, who This should be an economic is- ing the destroyed heavy equip- 
also be benefited, he said. Не was reported to have expressed sue rather than a political is- ment. 
pointed out that the first and support for the construction of sue,” Braganza said. He identified the true owner 


burn equipment 
for road repair 


of the bumed equipment as 
Domingo Tan, a Lucena-based , 
public works contractor. 

“Once again the NPA demon- 
strated its desperation to extort 
money at the expense of the 
people who would have benefit- 9 
ed from the road project," Ca- 
bangbang said over the phone. 

The Solcom official branded 
the communist rebels as "an- 
tidevelopment.” 

“They should be blamed for 
the regression of communities 
they continuously terrorize,” he 
said. 

In the spirit of the Christmas 
season, the military declared a 
22-day ceasefire from Dec. 16 
toJan. 6. 

‘The NPA reciprocated and an- 
nounced a similar truce on Dec. 
24,25, and 31, and on Jan. 1 

The communist guerrillas 
have stepped up attacks on gov- 
ernment and select nongovern- 
ment targets, especially com- 
munication towers of a private 
telecoms company that refused 
to pay the so-called revolution- 
ary taxes. 

‘According to the military, the 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines and the NPA have lost their 
traditional sources of funding 
and resources from abroad after 
they were listed as foreign ter- 
rorist organizations by the Unit- 
ed States and the European 
Union in 2004. Delfin Т. Mallari 
Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


draws near. 


“Afirecracker vendor takes a coffee break at her stall in lloilo City. The sale of firecrackers picking up in the city, that has a large ethnic Chinese population, as the New Year 


ARNOLD ASACENNQUIER VAYAS 


Magsaysay boy's SBMA post raises eyebrows 


Gordon, Zambales gov cry foul on appointment of 23-year-old to his 2nd gov't job 


By Tonette Orejas the first chair of the SBMA and mother's congressional office. 
Inquirer Central Luzon former mayor of Olongapo City, “I ran the office and I took 
‘where much of the former base that job seriously,” he said. 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—EX- workers live. 

cept for а stint as political af- Не said former employees of 
fairs officer in his mother’s con- the US military in the base's ship 
gressional office, 23-year-old repair, public works and naval 
Vicente Jobo” Magsaysay П has centers should have representa- 
made it big in his second job. боп in the SBMA board to ensure 

‘The eldest son of Jesus Vicente the “continuity of the vision." 

‘Magsaysay and Zambales Rep. Mi- Тһе law gave bases conver- 
lagros Magsaysay has been named sion agencies, mainly the Bases 
by President Macapagal-Arroyo to Conversion Development Au- 
the 14-member board of the state- thority, power to convert Subic, 
Owned Subic Bay Metropolitan Clark, Camp John Hay and sev- 


Magsaysay said he finished 
АВ Political Science at the Ate- 
neo de Manila University, 
where he is also taking up а 
master's degree in public man- 
agement. 

“Tm young but Im capable 
for the job. As a director, I think 
1сап до moral decision-making. 
Wala akong bahid na anything 
na marumi (| have not been 
‘smeared by any wrongdoing),” 


Authority as the province's private eral former American base he told the INQUIRER. 
sector representative. lands into productive lands and 
# make the progress in these ben- Magsaysay replaced his fa. Fastlearner 
Critics eficial to those formerly depen- ther, Jesus Vicente, whoranand ^ "Lam really a hard worker 
His appointment, табе denton the US bases. lost for Zambales governor in Ang learning curve ko mabilis 


known only last week, was criti- “I was really disturbed by it,” the May 14 elections. His na matuto (I leam fast). | have 
cized by sectors in the freeport, he said of Magsaysay's appoint grandfather, former Gov. Vi- been observing how (other di- 
notably Sen. Richard Gordon ment, adding that he learned cente Magsaysay, also lost in his rectors) are answering. Inaaral 


and Zambales Gov. Amor Deloso. about this from Deloso. senatorial bid. ko talaga (Тт really trying to 
In separate interviews, Gor- Тһе governor said he was “[Magsaysay] was appointed learn), he said. 

don and Deloso said the young "upset" byour President. She wroteusa Magsaysay said he should not 

Magsaysay had never held a job А letter for Jobo to join the be perceived as someone riding 

prior to his appointment as SB- Contribution board,” Salonga said in a phone ол the name of his family. 


MA director. “I don't know what the boy interview. “I want to excel. I will ask my 
Gordon said Republic Act No. would contribute to the SBMA He said the young Magsaysay elders for advice but the decision- 
7227, or the bases conversion whenhehasnotdoneanyjobin had attended two board meet- making will be mine,” he said. 


law that also created the SBMA, his life,” Deloso said. ings this month. Age, according to him, 
has not been followed again іп SBMA Chair Feliciano Salon- Reached by phone, should “never be an issue" be. 
this case. ga on Wednesday confirmed Magsaysay said his SBMA stint cause "there are many young 


"The workers of the (former that Magsaysay had joined the wassofert! Jecondjobhe has people in government agencies 
Subic Naval Base) have heen to. hoard. the рос пы held in his life. The first was as and in Congress.” 
tally excluded,” said Gordon, o1theSBMA. polit ilice im his. "My grandfather becam 


ernor when he was 26,” he said. 

His mother, Representative 
Magsaysay, said the opinions of 
her son's detractors should “not 
be the yardstick of my son's ca- 
pability" 

"Who are they to judge him?" 
she asked. 

“Hes sobrang level-headed. 
Marunong siyang sumabay ke nasa 
mataas ka o mababa. Nenerbiyosin 
sila sa kanya because he's qualified 
(Му sonis extremely level-headed. 
He knows how to deal with people 
from ай walks of life. Theyll be 
scared of him because he's quali- 
fied),” she said of her son, the el- 
destin a brood of six. 

Her son, she added, was “not 
bobo (dumb).” 

Salonga has called 
Magsaysay “our young David.” 
"He's in a leaming mode, ab- 
sorbing much of the issues. Tm. 
guiding him in the issues be- 
Cause his parents are friends to 
me,” the SBMA chair said. 

As director, Magsaysay gets 
P10,000 in honorarium per 
meeting (two or three are held 
monthly), free housing within 
the freeport and gas allowance. 

The position of the late Jose 
Calimlim as senior deputy ad- 

trator remains vacant. 
lim. 62. died on Nov. 30 
after а lingering illness 
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Banker grows 
edible weeds 


By Prosy B. Montesines 
Contributor 


WEEDS, THE NEMESIS OF 
gardeners, could be the key to 
eradicating malnutrition and 
hunger in Metro Manila and 


other urban areas. 

“And a banker, who says she grows fresh. 
air in her Antipolo garden on weekends, 
shows us how. 

"Edible wild plant species should be an 
important part of the urban diet," said Flor 
Gozon Tarriela who grows weeds in her five- 
hectare hideaway right beside the Carolina 
Bamboo Garden in Antipolo City. "By grow- 
ing them, we also grow fresh air,” she 
added. 

The property, a gift from her mother, Car- 
olina L. Gozon, is a patch of paradise where 
wild plants and trees are growing. 

“Among the edible weeds in her garden are 
talinum (Talinum fruticosum or Talinum tri- 
angulare), katuray or vegetable humming- 
bird (Sesbania grandiflora), ulasiman, 
pancitpancitan (Peperomia pellucida), fern 
ог pako, oregano, and the rare wild pipino 
(crunchy miniscule cucumber that promises 
to be a big hit once it is properly propagat- 
ed) 

There are also folk medicinal plants such 
as kataka-taka, butones-butonisan, sabila, la- 
gundi, sambong, makahiya, damong maria, 


tanglad or lemon grass, ikmo and takip- | 


kuhol 


needs, especially that of groups at risk like 
children, pregnant or lactating women and 
the elderly. 


Diet improvement 

Lesser-known edible plants deserve seri- 
ous attention because they can help improve 
dietsin many Third World countries, accord- 
ing to Louis E. Grivett of the Department of 
Nutrition at the University of California and 
Britta М. Ogle of the Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences who wrote an article 
titled “The Wild Plant Connection” in the 
‘Nutrition Research Review. 

“Humans have sometimes starved in the 
midst of ‘wild food plenty” Grivetti and 
Ogle said, pointing out. that many families 
and societies have survived during times of 
crisis such as political conflicts, epidemics or 
famine by feeding on edible wild plants. 

Organizations such as the World Wide 
Fund, International Institute for Envi- 
ronment and Development and the 
Swedish International Development Au- 
thority have reportedly been batting for 


BANKER A22. 


AHANGING bridge leads to the banker's 
"patch of paradise" in Antipolo City. 


“EDIBLE weeds theiveimehe garden of 
Fior бутоп Tarriela апл ота) ofthe 
go. Philippine Natio 


| 
Studies show that many edible wild plant | 
species can be used to meet people's nutrient | 


ang pamilya dahil naka-peso rate na ang IDD ng Globe. 


Baskon 
anale 
Regaluhan si “Тау ng tawag para 


merry ang Christmas niya 


P7.50 per min IDD to US and Canada 


Mas madali, dahil ‘di mo na iisipin ang dollar exchange rate. 
Longer time pa ang family bonding dahil sa napakamurang rates! 


Dial 12808 + (country code) + (area code) + (phone number) 
Available from торт to 5:59am Philippine time only. 


Text TIPID IDD to 2929 for more info on other Резо IDD offers 
such as Ролу kada segundo (to selected countries). 


Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 4935. Series of 2007. Promo is from December 16, 2007 to January 15, 2008. 
See flyers for detail 


2007 Globe Telecom, Inc. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


“EDIBLE wild plant species should be an important part of the urban diet,” says Tarriela who grows turmeric (luyang dilaw), tsaang gubat, wansoy and other weeds in her garden. 


Banker grows edible weeds ... ..... 
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the inclusion of wild plant 
foods in urban agroforestry 
Projects and regional food 
procurement systems. 

However there are two major № 
problems that need to be ad- 
dressed frst: Inadequate quan- 
fable data documenting the 
macro and micro-nutrient con- 
tribution of edible weeds to the 
diet, and the lack of standard- 
шей feld and laboratory ге 
search methods, including prop- 
er identification of wild plant 
species. 


Small laboratories 
Some herbal and weed gar- Р 
dens have risen to the occasion 
by serving as small laboratories 
where the culinary uses and 
medicinal properties of diverse 
wild plants are under study. 
Tarriela, Philippine National 
Bank chair, coauthored the book 
“Ooops ... Don't Throw Those 
Weeds Away" with three other 
plant lovers—Maur Aquino- 
Lichauco, Carmen Osmefia-Flo- 
rento end Nonie A. Dolera. 
Published by The Fem and 
Nature Society of the Philip- 
pines, it contains a list of weeds, Talinum or Philippine spinach, Journal of Nutrition. 
shrubs, trees, vines, palms and in roadsides, Edible ferns are a 
roots that are found in the coun- plantations, is common | delicacy 
try including their uses, propa- a rich source of calcium, accord- but perhaps пот 
gation and care. ing to the article “Availability of many are aware of their high vi- ARE WEEDS the solution to 
"Walang Pilipinong dapat Calcium in Some Philippine Veg- tamin and mineral content. Ac- malnutrition and hunger? 
magutom (No Filipino should go etables" written by Adelaida В. cording to the website of the 
hungry),” the authors say. Brown and Clara Y Lim in The Food and Agriculture Organiza- 


DIBLE weeds have helped people survive. 
during lean times, according to experts. 


а thousand species 
of ems in the Philip. 
pines that deserve 
further studies for 
their food value 
Most people ішік 
of prc peritum as 
2 “pes” bur it makes 
а refreshing salad 
and healty tea for 
the rebef of urinary 
ailments, Tariela 
sd 

Visitors to her 
farm and garden are 
usualy served 
Blushing Blooms—a 
Lchauco recipe 
Ж Which has. salad 
2 greens topped with 
^ TIN edible flowers from 
PERS == te: wid сшкш 


plant, blue ternate 
and cadena de amor. 
Grivetti and Ogle 
use the term “hidden 
harvest” to refer to 
the concept of study- 
ing and understand- 
ing the nutritional 
and ecological roles 
of wild plants in lo- 
cal and regional 
food security 
Research efforts— 
from identification, 
propagation, nutri- 
tion analysis and 
recipe testing—cal 
for collaborative 
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Е “SHED no mare tears for overseas Flipino 
| койиз. Instead of waling over the so- 
re Ж] called ‘brain drain, be glad that the Philip- 

ines has found niche in globalization 


VA „Газа сію source of migrant labor" Text us your feedback: 
3, ІШІМЕ AUGUSTO ZOBEL DE AYALA И, aret ree Mr rue 


January 2003 
"This section is dedicated to Filipinos overseas toiling on land and at sea, in factories, In construction sites and in the homes ol the world, and wherever wark can bo contracted to secure а hetter life for their families. These are their stories. * 


RP's top liver doctor now in HK 


By Blanche $, Rivera. 
Hong Kong correspondent 


о Я 


| er transplantation at the QMH dream for Filipinos with liver 
since the Filipino doctor arrived conditions. 


4 im February 2006. The opera- “Eventually I want to go back 
ATIENTS DIE; ^ Чоп cost each of them around tothe Philippines, My dream re- 
dreams don't. So P5 million to P6 million. ally is to set up a sustainable 
aben: Dr, Vanessa: “(25 still too expensive for the program for liver transplanta- 


average Filipino family The real tion there,” she said. 

and lasting solution is to starta (NOTE: Those who wish to 

program there (Philippines) help Filipino liver patients com- 

and find a hospital to support it ing co Hong Kong may deposit 

all the way,” De Villa said. their donations to HSBC (Hong 
On these occasions, the doc- Kong) current account no. 503- 

tor unpacks her yet unfulfilled 199085-001.) 


de Villa, one of the Philip: 
pines’ leading experts in 
liver transplantation, 
moved to Hong Kong last 
year, her dream of estab- 
lishing a liver transplant 
program in her own 
country was stuffed in her 
suitcase with the rest of 
her hopes for Filipino liv- 
er patients. 

From the understaffed, un- 
der-funded Philippine General 
Hospital (РОН) in Manila, De 
Villa is now part of a world-class 
team of surgeons at the Queen. 
Mary Hospital (QMH) in Pok Fu 
lam. She is the only Filipino 
doctor working fulltime at the 
ОМН, а teaching center of the 
Hong Kong University, where 
De Villa is a clinical assistant 


DR. VANESSA DE VILLA: Liver transplant is still too expensive for an average Filipino family. ancienne 
professor. 


и Manila їп 1995 with the goal of Villa said. has biliary atresia, a potentially | 
Liver surgery at P3 M establishing a similar program “It's a very demanding spe- lethal condition in which the 

‘When she flew to Hong Kong (ог Filipino liver patients cialty that requires high techni- person fails to develop an ade- 
last year, De Villa left 15 liver "n i cal expertise. There were at. quate pathway for bile to drain 
patients needing transplanta- Helping liver patients tempts to put up liver trans- from the liver to the intestine. 
Чоп in the Philippines. Some | Тһе concept, however was plant programs, but they failed End-stage liver disease due to 
have gone to Taiwan, where not popular then, and De Villa because of the lack of means. biliary atresia accounts for the 
transplant cost is “cheaper” at was forced to set aside her plan and manpower,” she said. majority of pediatric liver trans- 
around P3 million, and others to focus instead on kidney plants globally. 


to Singapore. transplantation, which was aj. First liver transplant in RP s у 
Butothers simply died. These ready being done at the Nation- Тһе first live donor liver Taiwan operation 
are the patients whose deterio- al Kidney and Transplant Insti- transplant (LDLT) in Manila Because Philippine hospitals 


rating condition overtook tute in Quezon City. was performed in 1996 at the could not support a liver trans- 
fundraising efforts to afford а In 1998, she left Manila ога NKTI bya team from Taiwan as- plant operation, De Villa has 
new liver. fellowship at the Chang Gung sisted by Filipino surgeons, but had to bring her Filipino pa- 


sAsyin many other diseases, Memorial Hospital іп Каоһ the chi died 40 days after һе tients—mostly children. from 
БОЕ fate rests as much Е Taiwan where she became operation. А more recent LDLT poor families who painstakingly 
‘on their money as their labora. “part of the liver surgery and liv- was done at the PGH this year, raised the funds for years—to 


tory tests. ег transplantation program in but the patient also died three Taiwan for the actual surgery. 
Some end-stage liver disease the hospitals Department of days after the operation, In January 2005, De Villa 
patients, upon learning that a Surgery. ‘The World Health Organiza- came closest to doing a liver 


transplant would require from Four years later, her enthusi tion (WHO) in the Western Pa- transplant in the Philippines 
P3 million to P8 million, on top asm renewed, De Villa returned cific region, which counts the courtesy of the joint program of 
of the cost of lifetime medica to the Philippines and again at- Philippines as its member, ac. the Makati Medical Center and 
tion and periodic blood tests, no tempted to start a liver trans- counts for half the global deaths PGH, but the patient, 2-year-old 


longer come back to the doctor, plant program, sil in vain. due to hepatitis В. Everyday, Krishna Luciano, became too 
resigned to death that comes | Hospitals in the Philippines 890 people in the region die weak to be operated on, and De 
soon enough. ‘were not willing to invest in the from hepatitis-B-related causes, Villa's team did not proceed 
“Ies heartbreaking, but that's program because they felt that according to the WHO. with the transplant. 
the reality” she said in an inter- liver transplantation was а Ішіне Philippines, one-tenth Last year, De Villa received an 
view at the QMH. high-end treatment that Fil- ofthe population or about eight invite to join the ОМН, whose 
De Villa, however, had been ipinos could not afford; hence, million people are active hep- liver transplant program rivals 
more hopeful. an uncertain profit for private atitis B carriers. Hepatitis В із (һе best in the world, 
Fresh from a six-year stint in. hospitals the most common cause ofliver “Му thinking was: Hong 


Spain, where she completed her А hospital “starting from cancer, the second most com- Kong is near; I can help my pa- 
doctorate and participated in scratch” and wants tobe at par mon cancer among Filipino tients from here," she said. 

the development of the clinical with world standards in liver men andtheseventhamong Fil- Three Filipino chil- 
liver transplant program of the transplantation would need at ipino women. dren—Louie Perez, Mark Men- 
University Clinicof Navarre, the least P50 million to get а liver One in every 10,000 to doza and MJ Sultan—have al- 
Filipino doctor returned’ to transplant program going, De 15,000 live births in the world ready undergone successful liv- 


Baguio entrepreneur’s road to success 
began in Saudi Arabia 


By Камо Jose В. Pineda 
conn Engineer Mario Jun’ Alzona 
says he returned home from 
Dhahran with boxes full of 
"a photocopied books, and a 

& new perspective on 


construction management 


LOOKING BACK, CONSTRUC- 
tion entrepreneur Mario Yun” 
Alzona Jr. says his road to suc- 
cess began in the deserts of Sau- 
di Arabla, where he had gone іп 
1980 as ап overseas contract 
worker 
Jun, recently named "inspir- 
ing Baguio Entrepreneur" by the 
Philippine Center for En- 
trepreneurship and a recipient of 
the city’s “Most Oustanding Busi- 
mess Enterprises” award, was 
four years out of college and 
restless over what he felt was a е 
deadend corporate job when he 
P ud to head for the Middle. * " EL APR 
Benguet Corporation, one of у — MARIO R, ALZONA в 
the biggest mining companies 
operating in the country, had і 
hired him asa staff member of its 
Engineering Design Department 
barely a week after he graduated ALZONA in Saudi Arabia in 1980. 
from St. Louis University in 1976 


— 2: 


їйї depres in Mechanical Ёз: pot quite fitin, other Philippine companies, іп. world at that time. 

eering, ludin ing- Не stayed in 

Bi despie wharseemedtobe Fatherdidm'townhouse pouse wii were iced im Arabia A e ban а 
а rightful break for someone Added Jun: “My fatherwasal- the construction of the Bataan working on million-dollar pro- 
‘who ranked in the Top 20 іп the soan employee inthesame com- Nuclear Plant. јез. 

M.E. board exam, Jun fel things pany. He took care of the finan- | Eventuallyunlandedajobzs ^ Jun now attributes most of his 
‘werenotreally going his way. cial matters in Baguio. And Isaw project planner and cost engi- engineering knowledge to this 


“Almost four years had it unsatisfactory that his term neer in ARAMCO (Arabian Saudi experience. It provided 
passed when [told myself, wala was about to expire yet still he American Oil Co), under con- him exposure to other branches 
dito [бту success) is not did not even owna house.” tract with Flour Arabia Ltd., one 


n Қыз 
here] he said. He felt he did He briefly tried working in of the largest contractors іп the BaGuIo aca Sukat isa registo 
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By Evelyn Florendo 
Contributor 


T WAS IN NOVEM- 
ber 1984 when I read 
the story about some 

young offenders at the 
Willingdon Youth Deten- 
tion Centre commiting 
suicide by hurting and 
slashing themselves. 1 
'was moved by the report 
written by Anne Rees and 

; — Barbara McLintok of the 

Province Newspaper I 
did not waste any time 

:. Visiting the Office of the 

2: Ombudsman who was in- 

vestigating the report at 

that time. The Ombuds- 
man gave me more infor- 
mation about the situa- 
tion at the center and re- 
ferred me to the director 
of the center Gordon 

Hogg. I called the center 

and told Hogg about why 

>’ Twas calling and said that 

I would like to do some- 

thing for the children at 

the center. Hogg told me 
he would get back to me. 

I waited for almost two 

weeks. 


Oath of secrecy 

Finally, Iwas called to come 
| to Hogg's office, which I did 
^ right away, to hear what he 
had to say. I was questioned 
about my real intentions and 
what I was planning to do for 
the children. I said that 1 was a 
widow with four teenagers, 
felt lucky that despite being а 
single mom and a full-time 
employee, none of my four 
children landed in prison. See- 
ing that I was sincere in my in- 
tentions, the director read 
some notes about what is re- 
quired of someone to be in- 
volved with children at the 
center. He asked me if 1 under- 
stood those expectations, and 
1 readily replied "Yes." I took 
the oath of secrecy adminis- 
tered by the director. Driving. 
back home I started planning 
the first Christmas at Willing- 
don Youth Detention Centre. 1 
filed for three weeks vacation, 
as I need the time to buy the 


MANY REGISTERED NURSES 
and other workers are still in the 
“Philippines despite the approval 
of their employment petitions 
and all are asking why no visas 
are being issued to them, Profes- 
sionals and skilled workers are 
also at а loss on why no HIB 
visas are available despite valid 
job offers from US employers. 
‘A significant number of US 
hospitals face a lack of nurses. 
This shortage compels many of 
these facilities to close down ог 
to reduce the number of patients 
that they serve to limit their ex- 
posure to liabilities that may 
arise due to their inability to 
handle patients competently. 
On the other hand, the Bush 
administration increased its en- 
{ forcement of immigration laws 
IO against illegal aliens and em- 
ployers hiring illegal workers. It 
has also implemented increases 
Jn filing fees of immigration pe- 
titions. And, there is now an in- 
crease in visa fees (including 
B1/B2 tourist visas) from S100 
005131 per application. 


ofengineering. 
American мау 

"Pm a mechanical engineer 
but I was given a chance to walk 
another path, which was more 
оп civil engineering. I also 
learned construction manage- 
ment, the American way, which 
upto now, has been a key advan- 
tage in running my business,” 
said Jun, who has since attended. 
an intemational management 
seminar in Europe. 

And because there was noth- 
ing much to do in Saudi after 
work hours, Jun found himself 
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gifts and food and plan the 
program. It was in December 
1984 when my first Christmas 
in prison begun. 

There were 67 children, the 
majority of whom were boys. 
They were supervised by their 


security guards as we had the 
"help yourself dinner" by the 
hallway. You could tell every- 
one felt at home, they were so 
happy saying that the food and 
drinks were different from the 
daily meals in prison. Almost 
all the food was eaten. We had 


а short program, after which 
the children were sent back то 
their cells. I announced that I 
would be back the next morn- 
ing with their gifts. When Гаг- 
rived home,-I started putting 
the toiletries, playing cards, 
sports magazines, comics, 


chocolates and greeting cards 
in the bags for 70 children. 
There were barely enough 
goodies for the gift bags. 


First ever Christmas gift 
On Christmas morning, 1 

asked my son Ernest to come 

and help me bring the gifts to 


Another year, another ray of hope 


What are we really looking at 
in terms of immigration policy 
in the United States for the com- 
ing year? Will it really be a se- 
cure border policy or a legaliza- 
tion of 12 million undocument- 
ed immigrants already in the 
us? 


The year that was 

When the 110th US Congress 
opened in January 2007, our 
hopes were high that the Demo- 
crat dominated Congress would 
support the passage of the Com- 
prehensive Immigration Reform 
Act. Bills were introduced in 
both houses of Congress propos- 
ing а comprehensive immigra- 
tion reform. 

‘When the proposed bill was 
heard on the Senate committee, 
there was a very strong opposi- 
tion to the bill by Conservative 
legislators. The proposed Com- 
prehensive Immigration Reform 
bill was heard twice. In both ses- 
sions the bill was defeated. The 
US Senate killed the bill that 
жаз supposed to provide the 


photocopying construction 
books shelved in his office, hop- 
ing to learn every theory behind 
the tasks he did. 

"Xeroxing materials was free 
in the office so I grabbed the op- 
portunity to widen my knowl- 
edge,” he recalled. “When went 
back home, I didn't bring a TV 
set, instead I brought boxes full 
of photocopied books.” 

Back in Baguio, Jun was dead 
set on setting up his own busi- 
ness. In 1985,he teamed up with 
another fellow engineer who 
had also worked in Saudi, 
Ernesto Panis. The parmership 


IMFO 


Lourdes 
Santos 
Тапсіпсо, 


much-needed amendments fora 
broken US immigration system. 

Since the beginning of this 
year, rerrogression set in and 
there were no more visas for 
registered nurses. There was ac- 
tually a very strong advocacy in 
the Comprehensive Immigra- 
tion Reform bill to exempt all 
registered nurses from the US 
visa limitations. However, when 
the proposed Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform bill was 
killed in Congress, the proposal 
to give more visas for US-bound 
nurses also died with it. There 
are thousands of registered 
nurses who are currently wait- 
ing for their visas. Unless there 
isa fix in the quota set for skilled 
Workers, the registered nurses 
continue to face the adverse ef- 


venture was called E. C. Panis 
Construction. 

This eventually became the 
engineering, contracting and re- 
al estate developing company 
ALPA-PCM, Inc. 


Mormon church, parks 
He remembers their first job 
was to complete a two-barrack 
building for the Philippine Mili- 
tary Academy that a previous 
contractor had left unfinished. 
They worked hard on every 
job: From Mormon churches to 
memorial parks and subdivi- 
sions. In time, the company's 


fects of retrogression. 

Although it has always been 
the policy of the US to attract the 
skilled workers, there is for now 
no venue for the skilled workers 
to come to the US without facing 
a long delay. The HIB profes- 
sional working visas are limited 
to only 65,000 visas per year. On 
April 1, 2007, the first day of fl- 
ing for HIB professional work- 
ers, the visa quota was met 
when more than 150,000 appli- 
cations were received by the US 
Immigration Service. Thus, 
more than 85,000 applications 
had to be returned to the peti- 
tioning employers and these 
large numbers of professionals 
мете not processed for visas to 
work in the US this fiscal year. 
Many of these rejected profes- 
sionals hopefully found work in 
other countries. 

Family petitions by Filipino 
World War П veterans were also 
affected lack of action on the 
Comprehensive. Immigration 
Reform bill A special legislation. 
was introduced by veterans’ 


own La Trinidad office was con- 
structed without need of a bank 
loan, he said. 

Jun has since established sev- 
eral other companies: Calgryp 
Philippines Inc., Topland Market- 
ing & Management Comp, 
Realeza Development Corp, 
2BIG Cordillera Resources and 
Development Corp, and his most 
recent, IConnect E-Services Inc., 
а call center company which is 
now emerging as a strong player 
in the local industry. 

НВ 17-page resume now men- 
tions that he was a past president 
and director of the Baguio 


supporters in Congress ргороз- 
ing that family petitions by the 
aging Filipino veterans be ex- 
empted from the visa quota limit 
making visas immediately avail- 
able to their families. Again, this 
proposed immigration legisla- 
tion has not yet passed in the US 
Congress. 


Hope or despair? 

Next year, there will be more 
Jaw enforcers working under the 
Immigration and Customs En- 
forcement (ICE). There was an 
increase in the filing fee applica- 
tions and there will be more in- 
creases in the visa applications 
as well. With the money they 
raise, a big percentage of this is 
going to be used for more en- 
forcement activities and more 
raids by ICE. Unfortunately, we 
do not see much improvement 
in the way the visas are being is- 
sued. In fact, it is stil taking sev- 
eral months for FBI background. 
checks causing delays in adjudi- 
cation of applications, 

There will always be chal- 


Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry, as well as the Rotary Club 
of Baguio South. 


Model for today’s youth 

His recognition as “Inspiring 
Baguio Entrepreneur” by the 
Philippine Center for En- 
trepreneurship, was part of the 
Go Negosyo Teen Edition, which 
holds him up as a model for to- 
daysyouth. 

Зап % also associated with var- 
fous organizations like the Inter- 
national Real Estate Federation, 
North Luzon Area of the Philip- 
pines-Bahrain Business Council, 
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begets love 


the center. When we arrived, 
the security guards were wait. 
ing to take us to each cell 
where the children were asked 
to line up to receive their gift. 
‘As I handed them their bags, 1 
gave them a hug and whis. 
pered those magic words ^I 
ove you.” 

Tremember one 12-year-old 
boy who received his bag first 
He waited for a chance to talk 
to me. When everyone had 
gotten their presents, this 
young boy approached, gave 
mea hug and said “Thank you 
very much, Evelyn, this is the 
first time 1 ever received a 
Christmas present in my life.” 1 
did not know that he got a 
cheap watch in his bag. We 
went to the next cell, where 
the boys were waiting for their 
turn, gave them their gift bags 
and finally, the cell where the 
children with slash marks on 
their arms, legs and faces were 
staying. What a sight! I looked 
at the security guards and they 
looked back with approval in- 
dicating that itwas OK. 


Electrified 

One by one the boys came 
forward as their names were 
called. This time Ernest hand- 
ed the gift bags while I hugged 
and whispered, “I love you" to 
the boys. I felt а different sen- 
sation in their body as each 
one hugged me back, I felt 
electrified. What а feel- 
ing!—Maybe they had not had 
a chance to be hugged by their 
Own parents. I was numbed 
when they each thanked me. 
There was silence in the car 
when we were going home. 

Finally Ernest said, "Mom- 
my, you gave those children a 
beautiful Christmas.” I was in 
tears all the way home. 

For 24 years since then, 
there has been Christmas in 
prison for the least fortunate 
children who are victims of 
circumstances beyond their 
control. Christmas is а season 
of sharing and caring; the 
many beautiful donors, volun- 
teers, staff and special guests 
have shared with me the real 
meaning of Christmas with 
their generous moral support. 
We have really touched and 
made a difference in the lives 
of those young children as 
shown by the gratitude on 
their faces. 


lenges and opportunities to 
those who search for it. Despite 
the poor outlook, there will al- 
ways be a ray of hope for what is 
yet to come. There is nothing 
Worse than the racial oppression 
suffered by earlier migrants to 
the US and it puts a proper per- 
spective to the improvements 
that have already been made 
since then. With the health care 
crisis just getting worse because 
of a lack of skilled workers, it is 
hoped that the US Congress can- 
not continue to ignore a fix for 
the lack of visas. 

As an immigrant advocate, 1 
try to keep my passion for prac- 
ticing immigration law alive and 
continue to hope for better im: 
migration legislation next year. 
Hope that coming immigration 
legislation reflects the wisdom 
behind US immigration law 
which is to recognize economic 
reality and foster family unity in 
US immigration. 

С Tancinco may be reached at 
law@tancinco.com or at 02-887- 
707) 


Baguio entrepreneur's road to success began in Saudi = 


“Asean Association for Planning 
and Housing, and Baguio Non. 
government | organizations 
(BANGO) Multi-sectoral Coun- 
a. 

In addition, Jun has formed a 
foundation of his own, the 
Philippine Entrepreneurs Service 
Organization (Peso), which aims 
to support small and medium en- 
terprises (SMEs). 

“I see the future of the coun- 
пу economy in SME's,” says the 
sofispoken OFW-tumed-million- 
aire, sitting comfortably behind 
his office desk in a casual yellow 
shirt and blue jeans. 
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Bhutto slay may sienal 
trouble for Musharraf 


By David Rohde. according to Pakistani analysts. declared emergency powers in 
Butitis Musharraf who faces the November, analysts said. | 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER BENAZIR BHUTTO'S largesi potential threat. 1f Musharraf proceeds with na- 


* ry Analysts said the assassina- tionwide elections scheduled for 
death raises the specter of prolonged political con- tion would hurt Musharraf polit- Jan. 8, he is likely to encounter 
flict between Pakistan’s president, Pervez Mushar- = -pr bad ш» ы iha Е. 
raf, and the country's opposition, according to turbulent eight years in power. seen as an efort by him to take ad- d 2 
Pakistani and American analysts. How he handles А: the core of Musharraf's vantage of Bhutto's death. JOHN Cosgrove (left) helps a woman shred papers on Dec. 28 in 
the next several days could determine whether na- Problem is a widespread рег. Without her Bhutto's ралу the... New York From cellular telephones to photos of exfanctes or 

mi ys ception that he did too little to Pakistan Peoples Party will struggle husbands, people disappointed by the passed year threw away 


tionwide antigovernment protests erupt. protect Bhutto or that his gov. to compete effectively in the elec- the bad memories of 2007 into a shredding machine installed in 
"I see а lot more trouble for state of emergency in Novem- ernment carried out the killing tons. Bhutto was the partys chair- Times Square. 

Musharraf in the near future,” ber and suppressing Bhutto and itself, analysts said. person for life and tightly con- % А 

said Hasan Азка Rizvi, a lead- his other political opponents. Demonstrations are expected to. trolled its functions, analysts said. New Yorkers invite 4 

‚ ing Pakistani political analyst. Meanwhile Nawaz Sharif, paka Bhutto's сы оп ке After] Bhurto was. killed, Sharif 

Bhutto's party, the largest in another prominent opposition outside Karachi. Her husband, Asif announced that his party wo Ў 

the country is now leaderless, leader is scrambling to reorga- Ali Zardari, could call for restraint withdraw from the elections. to shred '07 regrets 

and many of its members al- nize his party. or for further protests. Visiting the hospital where Bhut- 

ready blame Musharraf's gov- How events unfold in the IFMusharrafdeciaresastateof to was pronounced dead, Sharif ^ NEWYORK—THINKOFYOUR For those who brought 

ernment for her death. coming days and weeks lies emergency to rein in protests, һе vowed to assume her mantle as ^ womtmemoriesof2007:anex- items that could not be 
‘Musharraf remains deeply largely in the hands of Mushar- is likely to meet stronger popular the main leader of the opposi- boyfriend, a bad medicalreport, shredded, a sledgehammer 

unpopular after declaring a raf Bhutto'shusband and Sharif, opposition than he did when he tion to Musharraf. NYT — sacksofunpeid bills, wes provided. 


Оп Friday, the embarrassed Јое Costarella of Staten Is- 
Japan dailies welcome thawing of ties with China оа emas ean Rom to kichen 


such regrets into a giant shred- with an opening too narrow 


TOKYO—JAPANESE NEWSPA- der in Times Square, where а to scrape his plate. 
pers Saturday applauded a city garbage truck waited to "Му wife and I always ar- 
thawing of ties between Japan cart them off forever. gue about it,” he said. "So she 


“I feel liberated!” exclaimed said, if I get her a new trash 
Khadija Jackson after shoving сап, 1 can wreck this one. 
a picture of her ex-fiance with Alan Manevitz, a psychia- 
his new girlfriend into the in- trist at New York-Presbyterian 
dustrial-size machine. Hospital/Weill Cornell Medi- 
The 23-year-old home health cal Center, said such banish- 
aide said she found the picture ing rituals can be helpful. 
оп his MySpace page after get- “Іп every culture, people 
ting a call from the girlfriendin- are able to confess and admit 
forming her that "Tm his new their regrets," he said. "And 
‘woman.Leavehim alone” | there's point in time when 
For those who arrived you can forgive yourself and 
empty-handed, the people at tuma new page.” 
the Times Square Business Тіт Tompkins, president 
Alliance provided stationery of the business group that 
to write down their gripes. | sponsored the event, said һе 
Maggie Weber, 74, visiting got the idea from a room- 
from Ecuador, seized the op- mate who told him about a 
portunity to banish three un- New Year's tradition of scrib- 
pleasant thoughts: her high bling bad memories on a 
Cholesterol, high blood pres- piece of paper, then stuffing 
sure and bilis. itintoadolland bumingit | 
Her daughter, Geraldine — "New Year is always about 
Weber, 36, wrote down the looking back, about reflec- 
name of her husband, from tion, but it's also about renew- 
whom she hopes to be di- al, looking forward and let- 
vorced by next year ting go of things,” he said. AP. 


and China following Prime Min- 
ister Yasuo Fukuda's visit to Bei- 
jing and despite а simmering 
dispute over maritime gas fields. 

The influential daily Asahi 
Shimbun hailed the four-day 
trip as successful and pointed to 
a "leap forward” in bilateral ties 
between the Asian powers. 

“The time has come when we 
can talk about the ‘leap for- 
ward,” the newspaper said in 
an editorial referring to а 
phrase that Fukuda has used. 

China cut high-level ties with 
Japan during the 2001-2006 
premiership of Junichiro Koizu- 
mi due to his visits to Tokyo's 
Yasukuni Shrine, which vener- 
ates war criminals who invaded 
China, alongside another 2.5 
million war dead. 

But Fukuda and his predeces- 
sor, Shinzo Abe, have stayed 
away from the shrine, paving 
the way for the dramatic thaw 
in bilateral relations that will be. 


capped when Chinese President Е à Е 
Fie Bao Vis Japan next WHEN PREMIERS PLAY CATCH. Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda (right) and Chinese Premier Wen 


PAO a aa сос = 3 
ОЕ Australian 
China since taking office in “There was no settlement to diplomacy" appeared back on “Although nearly five million ç; 2 ^ 
September separately met with theissueofgas heldsintheEas track, it lamented that “the people from Japan and china “Taliban 

Wen and Hu on Friday as the China Sea. But there is по rea- pending issue over gas fields visit each other's country every 


two nations pledged to build on son to be pessimistic. It is quite has been virtually put off.” year nowadays, mutual confi 1 d 
their rapidly warming ties. natural that pendingissuescan- Eleven rounds of negotia- dence in а true sense has not ICICASE 
‘The leaders laid the ground- пос be solved just by rallying tions since 2004 have made lit- been enhanced," Nikkei contin- ЖҮЗ 
work for closer cooperation in cries," Asahi said. Че progress, with China reject- цей. "We wish to see a first step fro m ail 
trade, climate change and other The leading business daily ing the maritime border which. in a leap forward in Japan-Chi- ] 
fields but the dispute over the Nikkei was more skeptical. Japan considers a starting point na relations through steady ex- 
gas fields was unresolved. Although it agreed “top-level for discussions. changes at various levels.” AFP ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA—FOR- 


e д те - кыртышы тусы 
Beijing says free elections possible in НК іп 2017 еа 


sentence for supporting terror- 


HONG KONG—CHINA RULED fered an opportunity and that body to lay down all disagree- тасу might finally germinate. ism Saturday, vowing not to let HICKS being escorted out of the 
out full democracy for Hong Hong Kongers should shelve their ments and start moving toward Democratic legislators have downthose who gothimhome. — Yatala high security prison in 
Kong in 2012 on Saturday, ig- differences and work together to conciliation and consensus.” | | been calling for a timetable for Моге than six years after he Adelaide on Dec. 29. Е 
noring the majority opinion in hammer out the details. The decision to rule out 2012 democracy but Civic Party law. was captured in Afghanistan, 


the former British colony but ^ Buttheciysvocalprodemocra- was effectively the NPC's sec. maker Audrey Eu said the pledge the so-called "Aussie Taliban” Wearing jeans and a green 
it may pick its leader by су camp, a key voting block in фе ond veto of a possible date for to consider full democracy in 2017 was escorted from Adelaide's polo top and appearing chub- 


universal suffrage at the follow- legislativecouncil, was disappoint- universal suffrage after а 2004 wasnotapromisetoalowit maximum security Yalata jail bier than photos taken before 
ing opportunity, in 2017. edatwhatitsaw asyet anotherde- ruling that quashed hopes for “Из an expectedly disap- pasta media throng broadcast- his capture in late 2001, a smil- 
Full democracy for forming lay Itorganized a protest that drew full elections in 2007. pointing decision,” she said. | ingliveimagesofhisrelease. ing Hicks met supporters and 


Hong Kong's legislature would а few hundred people to grounds However the МРС statement А lot of people concentrate on It was the publics first was immediately driven to an 
follow in 2020, the standing outside the historic legislate that Hong Kong “may” have uni- the reference to 2017 and think chance to see the 32-year-old undisclosed location. 
committee of China's parlia- building and they then marched in versal suffrage in 2017—the 20th there's hope, but to say you may former Muslim convert, whore- — Hicks lawyer David McLeod 
ment, the National Peoples downtown Hong Kong. anniversary of Hong Kong's return have universal заре inthat year mains the only detainee held at read a statement on his behalf 
Congress (NPC), said. "We must treasure this hard- from British to Chinese doesnt mean its going to happen the controversial Guantanamo which said he was looking for- 
Chief Executive Donald Tsang eamed opportunity” Tsang told nule—marked Beijings dearestin- .. there's no guarantee that it Bay military base іп Cuba to be ward to “quiet time” with his 
‘welcomed the ruling, saying itof- reporters. “I sincerely urge every- dication yeras to when fulldemoc- won'tbe vetoed again.” Reuters convicted on terrorism charges. family and friends. AFP 


One year after, Saddam hanging seen as false start for new Iraq 


By Sylvie Briand that provided the bedrock of № a country whose political was not viewed as the just pun- than a week ago. Saddam was hanging resembled a sectarian 

Saddam's support, the hang- history has been punctuated by ishment of a dictator butasan hanged just minutes before the "revenge killing” and had made 
BAGHDAD—BRINGING SADDAM men's chants of the name ofa coups, assassinations and wars act of revenge by the Shiite gov- start of Eid al-Adha which Sun- it harder to end the deadly vio- 
Hussein to book for the crimes of Shiite leader whose militia has ever since independence in ernment against the Sunnis ni Muslims this year celebrated lence plaguing Iraq 


his regime was supposed to sym- become a symbol of fear since 1932, "things take time to who dominated the former оп ес. 19. Bush said the execution had 
bolize the restoration of the rule of the 2003 invasion made the ex- change,” said Yunis. Baath party,” he said. To mark the day, dozens of “reinforced doubts” about Iraqi 
Jaw after decades of tyranny, but ecution seem like an act of sec- However “Iraq's new leaders Тһе hanging at the start of Sunni supporters gathered at Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki 
instead his hanging a year ago on tarian retribution. were desperate to be rid of Sad- the Muslim festival of Eid al-Ad- Saddam'sgravesideinhishome and made it clear that his 
‘Sunday drew accusationsof victors’ “It was certainly naive to be- dam who remained a threat to ha had further deepened therift village of Awja, near the central fledgling government "has still 
justice. lieve that a court setup under their newfound power as long between Sunnis and Shiites city of Tikrit, to lay flowers and got some maturation to do.” 
Footage captured on a mobile American occupation could lay as he remained alive.” opened up by the bombing of a рау their respects. The US president said he had 


telephone of his executioners the foundation stone of the sort Ап Iraqi teacher who would revered Shiite shrine by sus- ^ Even US President George W. been “pleased” with the trials of 
taunting him before putting him of new justice system and give only his first name Omar pected al-Qaida militants in Bush, who hailed Saddam's cap. Saddam and two top aides, who 
to death sparked criticism even democratic regime that Iraq said that the hanging of Sad- Februarylastyear,headded. tureinlate2003, sharply criticized were also executed, but that the 
from the US sponsors of Iraq's had never previously known,” dam had been widely regarded Under the Muslim calendar, the manner of his execution. Iraqi government “fumbled” in 
new Shiite.ed government. | said Baghdad university profes- bylragisassectarianrevenge. е anniversary of the execu- пап interview with PBStele- carrying out the death sentence 

For the Sunni Arab minority sor Nabil Mohammed Yunis. “This humiliating execution tion has already passed more vision on Jan. 16 he said the against Saddam. АЕР 
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"WORLD-CLASS PINOYS, 
PINARANGALAN NG BAGONG BAYANI FOUNDATION, INC. AT NG GLOBE 


“Di kasiguraduhan ng kinabukasan. 
kilalang bansa. 


BLAS F. OPLE AWARD PARA SA NATATANGING BAGONG BAYANI 


Пап lang yan sa mga hamong hinaharap araw-araw ng 
mga kababayan nating OFWs. Ngunit sa gitna ng 
kahirapang ito, tunay pa ring pinapatunayan ng ating 
mga kababay: kabayanihan ng dugong Pilipino. 


At ang kabayanihang'yan ang ipinagpüpunyagi ng 
Bagong Bayani Awards na ginanap noong ika-12 ng 
Disyembre sa Palasyo ng Malacafiang kung saan 
isa-isang kinamusta ni Pangulong Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo ang mga nanalo kasama sina Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE) Secretary Arturo Brion 
at Bagong Bayani Foundation, Inc. President Capt. 
Gregorio Oca, 


Pagkatapos nito, nagpunta na sa Association of Marine a an пасы by Mna Paa Ta AMOS reme n 
Officers & Seamen Union of the Philippines (AMOSUP) 
sa Intramuros, Manila ang mga nanalo, kung saan BAGONG BAYANI AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING EMPLOYEE 


iginawad sa kanila ang kani-kanilang mga parangal. 


Layunin ng Bagong Bayani Awards na kilalanin ang mga 
katangi-tanging kontribusyon, serbisyo at tulong ng 
mga Pinoy OFWs sa kanilang mga katrabaho, kapamilya 
at sa bansa. 


Mayroong apat na kategorya ang Bagong Bayani Awards; CHITAEL CARMONA, Viro Е RAYA, EDUARDO GULMATICO, JOSEFINA VILLAREY, 


i : i 54, KUWAIT 58, Bauner 55, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 4G Kuwarr 
ang Bagang Bayani Award for ОША АИ ОП Employes. SUPERINTENDENT EDUCATION OFFICER SENIOR HOUSE PLANT MANAGER PERSONAL SECRETARY 
Community Service, Culture and the Arts at ang Blas F. 


Ople Award para sa Natatanging Bagong Bayani. 


Blas F. Ople Award para sa 

Natatanging Bagong Bayani 

Mary Jane Pajarillo-Tupas, 41, Saudi Arabia 
Director of Nursing 


с a 


Patunay ang unanimous na nominasyon mula sa ROLANDO Ocampo, CAPT. CUADRATO GIDOC GASPI, fad 
Philippine Labor Office sa Al-Khobar, mula sa kanyang 53, SAUDI ARABIA 48, SEAFARER 35, SEArARER 

amo at mga katrabaho sa Mohammad Dossary Hospital RESTAURANT MANAGER 

а Saudi Arabia ang dedikasyon ng Director of Nursing and Hazet Reposo, 30, USA, Service WORKER 

na si Pajarillo-Tupas. Aktibo sa mga medical mission at 

socio-civic activities, nakumbinsi rin niya ang ospital na BAGONG BAYANI AWARD FOR BAGONG BAYANI AWARD FOR 
magbigay ng libreng gamot at tulong sa mga OFWs na COMMUNITY SERVICE CULTURE AND THE ARTS 


inabuso ng kanilang mga amo. 


Lahat ng mga kwento nila, iisa lang ang nais patunayan. 
Na sa harap ng anumang hamon, ang dugong Pilipino 
ay dugong Bayani. Kaya tuluy-tuloy ang suporta ng 
Bagong Bayani Foundation, Inc., DOLE, POEA, OWWA, 
Globe at iba pang miyembro ng pribadong sektor sa 


lahat ng OFWs, saan man sila maparoon, Sa pamamagitan ROBERTO ABELLA, Francisco Roque, RICHARD GABRIEL, 
ng iba't ibang serbisyo at produkto, napakadali na para 65, Liava 59, Kuwalr 42, Inu 
sa Pinoy na maabot ang mundo. Bisitahin ang Замок ENGINEER LANDSCAPE ENGINEER Scucrron 


золаг igo Lunas. para sa karagdagang 


impormasyon. 2 s cus pu E 3 
e» foy ME... ве 


{© 2007 Globe Telecom, [nc 
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Perfection foiled 


Harbour Centre ends Hapee dream run, 
forges decider | 


GAME TODAY (Rizal Memoria! Coliseum) 
3pm—Hapes vs Harbour Centre 
(Game3-Finals) 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


HAPEE’S BID FOR A PER- 
fect ending wasn’t even 
within arms’ reach. 

Harbour Centre ended Нареез 
spectacular 12-game winning streak 
with a commanding second-half per- 
formance for a 73-59 rout yesterday 
to forge a winner-take-all PBL V.Go 
Extreme Energy Drink Cup champi- 
опір showdown. 

Edwin Asoro took charge in a key 
third-quarter run to break open а 
lose first-half encounter in Game 2 of 
the best-of-three Finals series at the 
Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

“Those who played so-so in the first 
game all stepped up, said Batang 
Pier coach Jorge Gallent. 

‘The rest of Batang Pier rode on the 
momentum that Asoro, who shot a 
game-high 21 points, created via a 7- 
0 surge that gave Harbour Centre а 
61-52 spread heading into the final 
five minutes, E 

Today its Harbour Centre that 
hopes to claim a piece of history b Е =: 
shooting for an unprecedented ш. ТҮ TANG (right) and the Batang Pier bring Earn Saguindel апа the Complete. 
straight crown іп the final game of Protectors to their knees. 
their series at 3 pm. at the Rizal We planned to minimize Reed, to “Ме also practiced their bor-and- 
Memorial Coliseum. bring his point output down.” опе, that was their adjustment in the 

Gallen said а well-prepared BB Junta, who had 21 points in first game,” said Gallent. “We had 
Batang Pier showed up to spoil the Hapee's 72-69 Game 1 victory, went plays for their box-and-one.” 
Complete Protectors’ campaign for a--scoreless in the final period after scor- ^ Solomon Mercado, the Fil-Am 
flawless season. ing 13 in the first three quarters. guard who bungled Сп] free 

“Our adjustment was on their pick "те Complete Protectors had trou- throws in Game 1, made up for the 
and roll,” he said. "We couldn't stop ble getting off decent shots, with Nor- boo-boo with 10 markers, six boards, 
their pick and гой in Game 1 hats wood carrying most of the scoring four assists and four steals. 
why Reed (Juntila) had 21 points. Joad in the final canto. E AE 


Informing and inspiring Filipino readers for more than two decades through balanced news and feariess Views, 
| the Philippine Daily Inquirer has undoubtedly become the country’s number 1 newspaper. Wo shore this honor 
with you, our readers, and our heartfelt thank you for making the Inquirer a part of your daily reading habit. 


As we celebrate our 22nd anniversary, Inquirer grants Number 1 wishes о! 22 loyal readers - Кот a simple 
‘wish of meeting your local idol to an adventurous one like spending a weekend with your family іп Palawan. 
Let us know what you really want. In 300 words or less, tell us: 


1) How long have you been reading the Philippine Daily Inquirer? 
2) What do you like most about the Inquirer. and we dare ask, what do you like least? 
3) What is your number 1 wish that Inquirer can grant you, and why? 


Promo Mechanics: © 6) As Philippine Daily Inquirer а on iis 22nd увах twenty-two 
(22) bes! entries will be chosen by а panel o Inquirer 

1) Answer Ihe three (3) questions in а talal of ditor ond executives. 
300 words or lem, 

7) Winners wil be announced in inquirer on January 22, ond. 
nolifed through postal mal. 

8) Winners musi present at leas! one (1) valid ID with photo 
(school company, goverment) and the nelifeation from. 
the Phtippine Dally Inquirer 


9) Prises con be claimed at the Philippine Daily Inquirer head 
ое 


2) Choose one (1) way of ending your entry: 
a) moi 

number! inquire com ph 
b) Postai Mal 


Number 1 Promo 
Marketing Department 

Philippine Daily Inquirer 

1098 Chino Roces Aven 

Corner Yague and Mascardo Streets 
Макан city 1204 


10) Taxes will be paid by the Philippine Daily Inquirer 


11) Prizes nol claimed within siaty (60) days trom receipt ot 
nolification wil be fofeited in favor of he Philippine Daily 
Inquirer 


з) You may only send one (1) e 
send more than one entry Ing 
AY othe 


үп the event that you 
'will honar your eat entry. 
nities will be dlequaliied 


12) Winners shall agree lo have their names and photos 


4) include the following information in your entry: 
та) Full name 


13) In case of dispute, the Philippine Daily Inquirers decision 
Бу Residential address 


‘hall be final. 


14) All employees of he Philippine Daily Inquires their 
relatives up lo second degree of consanguinity or afinity. 
‘and of т advertising agency, ore not allowed lo 
participate inthis promo. 


5) Date of birh 


ine Daily inquirer will accep! entries trom 12:01 AM of 
ber 9,2007 lo 11:89 PM of January 9,2008 only. 
Tera DAILY 
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& Patriots 
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Nat'l divers off to China 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


FIVE NATIONAL DIVERS LED BY SOUTH- 
east Asian Games golden girl Shiela Mae 
Perez will By to China on Jan. 3 to start 
their six-month training-and preparation 
for the last Olympic qualifying event. 
Perez, 22, will spearhead the crack team al- 
so composed of 2007 SEA Games gold medal- 
ists Jaime Asok and Niño Carog, and silver 
winners Jaime Fabriga and Zardo Domenios, 
according to head coach Rommel Kong. 
Joining them to Sian Ску in Shami 


From: Miggs 


Bro, ryt ka 1 
sa edsa, tas ikot | 
sa rotonda, | 


Sige na, just call him para 
niya. Anong óras mo man 


Sa Sun lang meron nyan! 


Маз nagkakaintindihan 
talaga “pag unlimited 
ang tawagan. 


Hotline: 3958000 • wwwsuncellutarcom.ph 


mahanap mo agad ang bahay 


kailangan, unlimited ang Sun. 


province are assistant coach Lourence Iporong 
and Chinese mentor Zhang Desu, who has 
been credited for the growth of Philippine div- 
ing starting with the 2005 SEA Games where 
the country won five gold medals 

Sian City, famous for its centuries-old terra 
cotas, is also the training ground for world- 
dass divers, including reigning Olympic 
champion Xian Liang. 

Kong said they will train for six weeks there 
before gunning for Olympic berths in the 
World Cup of diving in February: 

NATUR 


Sun-fawag lang yan! 
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Billiards fails to take its cue 


PHILIPPINE BILLIARDS SHOULD HAVE 


New Year’s 
wishes this 
time around 


tow’ ttle sponsor this year. MOST PEO- 
taken its cue from a fruitful 2006. Instead, Lee Varn Corteza bowed to Chang Jung- ple—especially IN HUDDLE 
the year 2007 became the calendar equiva- ling 5-11, in the opening leg at the Sultan if he or she is a 
lent of scratches and dry breaks. Hotel in Jakarta, Indonesia. celebrity—will ч 
Ironically the year got off on the right foot They mét again in the tours probably be too 
for the country’s pool sharks with Efren “Bata” grand final at the Grand Hyatt Ho- shy to reveal 
Reyes leading а 1-2-3 finish for the Philippines tel in Bali, Indonesia with Jung re- the one thing < 
in the Derby City Classic Master of the Table asserting’ his supremacy over that will make ““ 
Bonus last January in Louisville, Kentucky Corteza, 11-8. him/her truly 
Compatriots Rodolfo “Boy Samson” Luat In between the Indonesia . happy. 5 
and Francisco “Django” Bustamante complet- stops, the Filipinos failed to even So for this ау Celis 
ей the Filipino trinity. reach the finals of the tour they New Year col. БЄЙ? Celis | 


But everything seemed to spiral downward 
from thereon, 

From the nation-hopping Asian Tour series 
to the prestigious World Pool Championship, 
Philippine bets struggled mightily against a 
foreign field that used to be cowed by their 
presence alone. 

Ronnie Alcano gave the Philippines its 
brightest spot, winning the World 8-ball ttle 
in March, allowing him to hold at the same 
time world titles їп both 8- and 9-ball events. 

1t was actually the second 8-ball crown for 
the 34-year-old lanky cue artist from Laguna. 

Reyes, considered by many as the greatest 
pool player of all time, was the first Filipino to 
hold the world 8-ball title and the world 9-ball 
crown at the same time. 

‘Alcano, who batted charges of child abuse 
in the middle of the year, also won the 8-ball 
event in the 24th Southeast Asian Games, 

Rubilen Amit also made her mark in the in- 
ternational scene, finishing second in the 
Women's World 9-Ball Championship in Tao 
Yuan, Taipei, Taiwan. She lost to Xiao-Ting 
Pan of China in the finals to settle for the 
$10,000 runner-up prize. 

Still, Amit created the biggest stir in the 
toumament when she claimed the scalp of 
five-time champion Allison Fisher and two- 
time winner Ga-Young Kim of South Korea in. 
the early rounds. 


dominated in фе first four years. 

"Т don't know what hit us in the 
tour" said BSCP president Emesto 
“Еле” Fajardo. "I guess the law of av 
erages caught up with us.” 

їп the WPC, the talented Filipino 
pool players had no problem reaching 
the hill in major tournaments all season. 

But they somehow found it hard to go 
overit. 


Superman 
А пем name rose in the WPC with Roberto 
Gomez, nicknamed Superman, eliminated 
one favored foreign foe after another to reach 
the finals of the tournament and hoist the Fil 
ipino hopes of a victory on home soil. 
In his path stood Englishman Daryl Peach 
If ever there was any omen pointing to a 
disastrous finish, it was one seemingly trivial 
fact: Peach is а deadringer for Superman 
archnemesis Lex Luthor 
Gomez lost a nervy final, 17-15, one 
‘where it became apparent that the win: 
ner would be the competitor with (һе 


because I know that I let my 
countrymen down. But ПІ 
make sure to make up for it 


umn, to make 
‘my respondents more comfortable, Idis- 
pensed with the word "happiness" and 
stuck to the trite “What do you hope to 
achieve in the coming year" query: 

Surprisingly some of the answers 
were very interesting, if not downright 
revealing. 

Athletics president Go Teng Kok 
was the first to respond. For 2008, 
Teng Kok wants to be less controver- 
sial, a resolution he committed him- 


| selfto after his mother died early this 


year. 

So far, ОТК has been successful in 
keeping a low profile. He has been 
hardly read of or heard from this year. 

Since the POC elections are sched- 
шей in 2008 after the Beijing 
Olympics, I asked GTK if he thinks he 
can maintain his resolve of staying 
‘out of controversies. 

He admitted that he had been di- 
rectly involved in the past two elec- 
tions, and was, іп a major way, re- 
sponsible for the short tenure of 
Gristy Ramos as POC president and 
the installation of Cito Dayrit in her 
place. 

He was also responsible for Dayrit 


Despite the success of Alcano and Amit, bil... in future events.” backing out of the next elections 
liards fans had their eyes on the Asian Tour Perhaps the person where Peping Cojuangco emerged as 
and the World Pool Championship that the who mirrored RP bil- the president. Obviously, Dayrit failed 
country was going to host. liards failures the to live up to bis backer's expectations, 

most was the leg- reason why he no longer got his sup- 
Wiped out BUR portin the next polls 

Asittumedout,therewaslitdetolookfor- | The long-time СТК disclosed he has a “small” 
ward to. icon of the sport everywhere in the world sional shaking of hands proved too much to HE COULD have clout in the РОС which could deter- 

After sweeping the tour last year the Fil- failed to make a dent after a strong run last handle for the game's living legend. endedupasaviorfor | mine the outcome of an election. 
ipinos failed to win a single leg this time. year. He crashed out in the first round of the the Philippine ote 

‘The country sent its best players in the nay He was on fire last year, winning two legs knockout phase in фе WPC. He and Busta- campaign in the While a lot of people predict a three- 
tion-hopping tour although Reyes; a'multiple and the overall championship in the Asian mante also bowed to eventual winners Li He World Pool cornered fight for the presidency among 
Jeg and three-time overall tour champion, Tour, and claiming the title and the $500,000 wen and Fu Jian-bo of China in the quarterf- Championships.But | the fencing head Dayrit, taekwondos 
didnt join along with Bustamante because of (ор prize in the International Pool Tour. nals of the World Cup of Pool. RobertoGomezlost | Robert Aventajado and either incum- 
sponsorship clashes. He also combined with Bustamante to top Billiards officials can only hope that next in the finals to bent president Cojuangco or weightlift- 

The two are endorsers of the San Miguel the inaugural World Cup of Pool. year will be a rosier one for the sport Englishman Daryl ings Monico Puentebella, СТК believes 
Corp, а rival company of Guinness—the But nagging pains on his fingers and occa- Marion Bernardino, Contributor Peach. the grand finale will be a battle between 


Long wait in caddy house ends for new RP team stars 


By Musong R. Castillo 


JUST THREE YEARS AGO, A NOR- 
mal day for these young men started 
With a long wait in the caddy 
house—a wait for either their regular 
players or an even longer wait in a 
Queue with over 100 other bag-toters. 

These days, a typical day for Jonel 
‘Ababa and Mark Femando would 
start at the caddy house of the Calata- 
gan in Batangas—notto wait for play- 
ег, but to get their bags and their own 
caddies to prepare for their daily 
practice. 

Former caddies Ababa and Fernan- 
do have gone from men with the beg 
to the stars ofthe show. They are just 
two of the newest faces who, in a way 
of speaking, now carry Philippine 
team hopes on their shoulders. 

“A lot has changed. Before, I saw 
golf as a livelihood, now I see it as a 
Career,” Ababa, the reed-thin first win- 
ner ofthe National Caddies Open, told 
the Inquirer in Filipino. “in those days, 
Treally didn't expect that I would ever 
get out ofit (caddying).” 


‘Ababa made the Na- 


tional team together with 
Femando when the gov- 
eming National Golf As- 
sociation of the Philip- 
pines opened tryouts to 
almost everyone who 
‘could play decently: They, 
in the process, became 
the first products of the 
NGO to achieve the feat. 
"The door has sudden- 


m 


(Anthony Femando and 
Ferdinand Aunzo being 
the other members), 1 
promise you we will win 
the SEA Games gold 
medal the next time (in 
2009 in Laos" Caloy 
Coscoluella, who skip- 
pered the squad to a silver 
medal finish in Thailand, 
said. 

"The talentis there. We 


TI 
у 


ly been opened for us" FERNANDO dont need to come up 
Femando, a 26-year-old with other things in the 
father of three who has a rich golflin- program but to just continuously train. 


age, said in Filipino. “The horizon 
has suddenly become boundless, now 
ме are looking at a different career 
path.” 

The two represented the Philip- 
pines for ће first time in the Nomura 
Cup in Taiwan in October before play- 
ing in the Putra Cup here and the 
Southeast Asian Games in Thailand 
earlier this month, coming up with 
performances that proclaimed them 
as the next stars of the RP squad. 

“As long as we can keep this team 


the players we have," he added. 

The Philippines finished sixth in the 
Putra Cup with Ababa winding up as 
the best Filipino performer while Fer- 
nando was brilliant in the Philippines? 
second place finish to Thailand in the 
Putra Cup. 

Aunzo, also a former caddy who 
found his way into the national team 
Via a different route, tied for fourth 
place individually in the SEAG. 

“T have said this before, and I will 
say it again, the caddies will be the fu- 


Perfection foiled 


ture of Philippine golf” Tommy Man- 
otoc, the former Putra Cup star who 
helped bankroll the NCO program to- 
gether with sportsman-businessman 
Hermie Esguerra, said. 

"Now that we have opened our eyes 
той, we will start reaping the fruits of 
our labor” 

The NCO is actually a low-budget 
program that now has 10 players, all 
of whom are being exposed to the 
toughest competitions here, like the 
Fil-Am in Baguio and the age-old 
Philippine Airlines Interclub, and 
abroad like the Hong Kong and 
Malaysian Opens. 

‘Team Philippines suddenly found 
itself without a spearhead in the SEAG 
after Jay Bayron asked permission to 
try his luck in the lucrative Asian Tour. 

‘And the SEAG-rookie laden team 
responded to the challenge, even tak- 
ing the lead from eventual winner 
‘Thailand in the opening round at the 
Bonanza layout before settling for the 
much-deserved silver medal. 

"It was as good as gold,” Coscoluel- 
Ja said. 


From page A27 


Dayrit and Aventajado. 

Among the four named, GTK thinks 
the two are the best candidates. 

He admires Dayrit for his knowledge 
of Olympism and Aventajado for his 
handling of the Olympic Festival. 

Looks like its gonna be tough, but I 
hope GTK can stick to his resolve—for 
2008 at least. 

Next on the list of respondents was 
Red Bull owner George Chua, who is 
looking at an elusive All-Filipino 
crown for his Barakos this season. De- 
spite a starstarved and injury- 
plagued lineup, George believes that 
with good teamwork, they can do it. 

“No matter how great the odds, as 
long as the team plays with a big 
heart, nothing is impossible,” he said. 

At least, Talk 'N Text coach Derrick 
Pumaren did not specify an АШЕЙ- 
ipino crown, avoiding a conflict of in- 
terest with Red Bull. 

“T hope to be able to give Talk N 
Text a PBA championship,” Manong 
texted. 

INT cager MacMac Cardona 
echoed his coach's prayer: “Sana lang 
po mabigyan namin ng championship 
si Mr. MVP (team owner Manny М 
Pangilinan), si Mr. Vargas (team gov- 
ernor Ricky Vargas) at si Mr. Lim 
(team manager Frankie Lim). 

Derriclés youngest brother Dindo, 
on the other hand, is aiming for an- 
other good showing for his UE War- 
riors in the next UAAP season. 

“Were hoping to form another 
competitive lineup even if several key 


"t could be a great year if we win,” said 
team owner Mikee Romero, who also funded 
the Harbour-Philippine Team's golden perfor- 
mances in the 24th Southeast Asian Game 
Games this month and the Southeast Asian 
Basketball Association (Seaba) Championship 
last April. 

Norwood paced the Complete Protectors 
with another all-around game of 15 points, 13 


Nat'l divers off to China 


From page AZT 

"We have a strong chance of sending all of 
them to the Olympics, barring any untoward 
incident like injury” Kong told the молга. 

‘The team was originally set to leave Dec. 26 
but their visas will only be released on Jan. 2, 
according to Kong. 

The RP squad failed to send anybody to the 
qualifying for the 2004 Athens Olympics be- 


` . 


rebounds and four assists 

The scores: 

HARBOUR CENTRE 73—Asoro 20, Tang 1, Mercado 10, 
маелой 8, Atabou 6, Vergara 6, Taylor 4, Gonzales 4, Gaco 
2. Mataran 3, Femandez t ria. 

HAPEE SB Зло 15, unl 13, ЕД 8, Borboran 
5 Rodriguez 5, ибо 5, Mercado 4, Daa 2, Hugnatan 2, Her- 
Ta 0, uinay 0, Vray б. озаты. 

‘Quarters 19-22, 2-25, 54-49, 7959 


players will leave next season,” Dindo 
said. 


Completing the list of respondents 
were Ateneo coach Norman Black, who 
hopes to have ав many championships 
as possible for the Blue Eagles; RP 
Ladies team coach Fritz Gaston who is 
looking forward to: One, the Seaba title 
should the tournament be held here; 
two, participation in Fiba 18-under this 
July; and three, formation of a semi- 
‘commercial league for women. 
Meanwhile, injured Air21 cager Gary 
David hopes to get back to his old fight- 
ing form and most of all, for him not to 
gerinjured again. He also hopes that his 
team makes it to the finals this season, 
While we're at it, might as well put in 
my wish for next year and the years to 
come: Perfect health, physically, mental- 
Jy and spiritually Happy New Year to all 


cause of infighting in the Philippine Amateur 
Swimming Association. It managed to send 
Perez and Asok to the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 
The five divers, with ages ranging from 21- 
23, are no strangers to the place, having 
trained there for the World Cup in 2002. They 
‘will try to get into the Olympic roster in the 
first phase where all semifinalists of their re- 
spective events automatically qualify. 


SW CHAIRMAN'S CUP WINNER: Johnny Violeta shows off the 
certificate for ап Alaska Cruise for two via Royal Caribbean and 
Korean Air he won as a major raffle prize in the Chairman's Cup of 
the Manila Southwoods Golf and Country Club recently. With him are 
(from left) Ms. Marilen Yaptangco president and CEO of Baron Travel 
Which handles Royal Caribbean International, Korean Airlines 
regional manager Hong Jin, Hyun Jun Park, sales and finance Manager 
of Korean Airlines. 
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BOSTON--THE BOSTON CELTICS WILL 
hit the new year with the NBAS best 
record and a belief that more is still to 
come. 

“We haven't played our best basket- 
ball and 1 think most of the guys in this 
locker room will say that,” veteran 
guard Ray Allen said recently after his 
team’s home victory over the Orlando 
Magic. 

Allen was right. The rejuvenated 
Celtics hit the road for a four-game 
Western swing in the five nights lead- 
ing to the New Year determined to do 
much more. 

The Celtics have recorded wins 
against Sacramento and Seattle to 
raise their record to 24-3 with Utah 
and the Los Angeles Lakers still to 
come. 

“We're going to be so much better,” 
said Boston coach Doc Rivers. "We 
have a chance to be, if we keep work- 
ing on it, so much better than we are 
right now" 

Those are scary words when you 
consider the record which included on- 
iy one loss at home, a last-second deci- 
sion to the Detroit Pistons on Dec. 19. 

"We want to get to the point where 
ме are perfect,” said forward Paul 
Pierce. "We strive for perfection if we 
have that type of attitude going into 
the game. 

"You know we aren't going to be per- 
fect, but we can be close to it and that's 
the type of level we want to get to. Ev- 
erybody has that mentality. We're nev- 
er going to be satisfied. 


Т 


Arsenal chief eager 
for Beckham's visit 


LONDON—ARSENAL MANAGER 
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Chilling Celtics warning: The best is yet to come 


“Tes still early in the season. We still 
have along way to go and we just keep 
challenging ourselves each and every 
day" 

The man doing much of the chal- 
lenging is newly acquired 10-times All 
Star Kevin Garnett. 

The fortunes of this once-proud fran- 
chise changed in four days over the sum- 
mer, when Boston acquired Allen from 
Seattle and Garnett from Minnesota. A 
total of 10 players/draft picks went to 
those two teams (one other came back), 
andthe Celtics were reborn. 

Inthe glory years in the 1980s, Boston 
was led by its "Big Three” of Larry Bird, 
Kevin McHale and Robert Parish. Now, 
with the help of McHale, the Minnesota 
general manager who sent Garnett to 
Boston, there is a new “Big 
‘Three”—Gamett, Pierce and Allen. 

‘There was no official nickname for 
the new trio, one suggestion calling 
them the “Boston Three Party” a play 
оп words on the 1773 Boston Tea Раг- 
уу, one of the incidents which led to the 
Revolutionary War 

Garnett, freed from years of obscuri- 
ty in Minnesota, is the leader. 

In addition to averaging 18.9 points 
and 10.5 rebounds per game (Pierce 
was at 21.1 points, Allen 19.0), he was 
also getting shots for other people (3.6 
assists) and leading the charge on the 
defensive end. 

4 feel like if we play defense every 
single night we give ourselves a chance 
to win every single night,” Gamert 
said. "We hold each other accountable 


E. 
pres. 


‘THE BOSTON THREE PARTY: (From left) Ray Allen, Paul Pierce and their “leader,” Kevin Garnett. т 


for our defensive effort." 

Rivers says having Garnett is like 
having another coach. 

"Its not just his energy and atti- 
tude,” Rivers said. “Its his focus that 
he enforces on everyone else. If some- 
опе misses a rotation, he beats me to. 
the punch and that's nice." 

One of the three Boston losses in the 
first 25 games tame in Orlando on Nov. 
18. 


When the teams met again five 
weeks later in Boston, Garnett said: 
“You could see it the minute you came 
into the locker room” things would be 
different. Boston won 103-91 with 
four players—The Three Party and 
young Rajon Rondo—all scoring at 
least 20 points. 

The Celtics evened the score with 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, who beat 
them in overtime last month, with a 


Dec. 2 win, but that came with Cavs 
star LeBron James injured. They get 
another shot at the Pistons, still re- 
garded as the team to beat in the East- 
ern Conference, on Jan. 5. 

“We want to continue at this pace in 
the 25-game segments,” said Allen. 
“The next 25 games we want to do 
somewhat of the same stuff that we're 
doing now, so it's not a moment to sit 
back and reflect justyet." Reuters 


NEW ORLEANS’ Tyson Chandler slams home a point. 


AUBURN HILLS, MICHIGAN—RICHARD 
Hamilton scored 23 points and deliv- 
ered nine assists to fire the Detroit Pis- 
tons to а 114-101 victory over the Indi- 
ana Pacers on Friday, their seventh win 
inarow. 

The Pistons blew the game wide open in 
the second quarter when they scored 40 
points to take a 64-41 lead at the intermis- 
sion. 

"That was as good as it gets right there fin 
the second quarter]" the Pistons’ Chauncey 
Billups told reporters. 

"Executng, getting stops, I mean shots 
were just going and we just really opened the 
game up’ 

Reserve forward Jarvis Hayes, who missed 
Thursday's practice because of food poison- 
ing, scored all 13 of his points in the period, 
including three three-pointers. 

“Lgot an easy basket when I first got in the 
game and that kind of triggers a lot of other 
stuff forme,” Hayes told reporters. 

Tayshaun Prince added 15 points and 
Billups had 14 for the Pistons. 

Jermaine O'Neal led the Pacers with 25 

points. 

in Miami, even a careerhigh 48 
points by Dwyane Wade wasnt 
enough for the Heat to beat the 
Oriando Magic. 
The Magic 
suvved a 
Qo late-game 
rally by the 
ms Heat to win 
121114 № 
overtime, giving 
coach Stan Ven Gundy 
avictoryin his rerum to south Florida. 

Wade scored 20 points іп the fourth quar- 
ter alone, but still Miami fell to 8-22. 

In Portland, Oregon, Brandon Roy scored 


22 points despite not playing the second 
quarter, and the Trail Blazers got their 
league-leading 12th straight victory by beat- 
ing the Minnesota Timberwolves, 109-98. 


12th straight 

"The streak matches Portland's best run 
since winning 12 іп а row during the 
2001-02 season, the team's second-longest 
Stretch. Portland's longest streak was 16 
games in the 1990.91 season. 

Minnesota has the league's worst record at 
4-24. The Timberwolves fell to 1-14 on the 
road. 

in Los Angeles, Phil Jackson pulled even 
with Red Auerbach in regular-season victo- 
ries as the Lakers downed the Utah Jazz, 
123-109. 

The Lakers triumph gave Jackson his 
938th career win and a share of seventh 
place on the career list. 

in Oakland, California, Allen Iverson 
scored 39 points, including a late jumper to 
break a tie, and the Denver Nuggets edged 
the Golden State Warriors, 124-120. 

Carmelo Anthony added 30 points for the 
Nuggets. 

In Sacramento, Califomia, Samuel Dalem- 
bert had 19 points, 11 rebounds and four 
blocks for Philadelphia, which pulled away 
in the fourth quarter to defeat the Kings, 
92-80, and record a third straight victory: 

The 76ers scored seven straight points to 
bull а seven-point lead early in the fourth 
quarter and never trailed again. 

Philadelphia has won eight of its past 11 
games. 

in East Rutherford, New Jersey, Richard 
Jefferson had 26 points as the Nets nipped 
the Washington Wizards, 109-106. 

Vince Carter added 24 markers and Ja- 
son Kidd just missed a triple-double as 
New Jersey earned only its fourth win in 


if Pistons, Blazers fan 
scorching streaks 


the past 14 home games. 

Washington's Antawn Jamison had 27 
points and 13 rebounds for his 20th double- 
double of he season and 200th of his career. 

n Charlotte, North Carolina, David West 
had 20 points and 10 rebounds, and New Or- 
Jeans turned in another dominating perfor- 
‘mance to rip Charlotte, 99-85. 

Entering the game with the third-best 
record in the Western Conference, the Hor- 
mets posted their fourth straight blowout win. 
by quickly putting away the Bobcats with al- 
Зеу-оор dunks, uncontested shots and ener- 
sized defense. 

In Memphis, Tennessee, Yao Ming had 22 
points, 12 rebounds and five blocks and 
Houston ripped the Grizzlies apart, 103-83, 
despite Tracy McGrady sitting out with an in- 
ішу 

The Grizzlies ost for the 11th time in the 
past 13 games. 

In San Antonio, Jason Kapono scored 10 
of his 15 points in the fourth quarter, and 
Toronto snapped a three-game losing streak 
by handing the Spurs only their second home 
loss ofthe season, 83-73. 


Debut win 

‘At Chicago, Ben Gordon scored 19 of his 
31 points in the fourth quarter and the Bulls 
“ripped Milwaukee, 103-99, to give Jim Boy- 
Jana win in his debut as interim coach. 

Boylan was promoted from his assistants 
role Thursday, replacing Scott Skiles, who 
was fired on Christmas Eve after the Bulls 
horrendous start. 

in Phoenix, Amare Stoudemire scored 28 
points on 120515 shooting and the Suns 
downed the Los Angeles Clippers, 94-88, and 
‘won for the first time this season with less 


than 100 points. 
‘The Suns had been 0-5 when scoring un- 
der 100. Reuters, АР 


Roy Jones Jr. works out with Knicks 


 GREENBURGH, NEW YORK—ROY JONES 
Jr believes he is proof that the New York 
Knicks can recover from getting beat up. 


land coach Fabio Capello. 

The 32-year-old midfielders 
last game for the Galaxy was a 
friendly against the Wellington 
Hurricanes in New Zealand on 
Dec. 1. 

Wenger said he once consid- 
егей signing the midfielder him- 
self, but “for years he was at 
Manchester United and it was im- 
possible.” He said he has long re- 


"Look at me. My last three years was real- 
уу, after I beat John Ruiz, it just went down- 
hill for a minute," Jones said Friday "That 
happens. But the true professionals come 
back through that.” 

Jones took time from training for his Jan. 
19 bout against Felix Trinidad at New York 
Citys Madison Square Garden to join the 
National Basketball Association's Knicks for 
‘workouts at their training center. 

“Shot was a little suspect, but nobody got 


Arsene Wenger hopes that a bit 
of David Beckham's talent rubs 
Ооп his young players. 

Beckham will join the Arsenal 
squad at its training ground, 
which is dose to his English 
home, to maintain his finess be- 
fore the Los Angeles Galaxy be- 
sins ts season on March 29. 

“Не will come in January to 


practice with us, occasionally spected Beckham for his behavior | close enough to him,” Knicks coach Isiah 
With the first team or the re- onandoffthe field. Thomas said. “I don't think anybody wanted 
serves,” Wenger said Friday. “He “admire how strong Beckham | to challenge him for fear that he may punch 
сап always give good advice and has been mentally through hisca | him.” 


‘we will help him to keep fit. The reer because he went through 


Jones has plenty of basketball experience 
youngsters will look up to him, of some tough times,” Wenger said. 


Moe pial in he Us Rexel league ROYIONES]R. (right) tells Nato Robinson and the Knicks: Hi ‘em before they hit you. jr 


course” “T respect the fact that he has al- | forthe Jacksonville Barracudas. someone from another sport come in to Jones wore a No. 4 practice jersey, which 
Beckham ishoping to play his wayslovedíootballandhehasal- | Не showed his basketball skills while go- bring a different perspective. Asked what he said had special meaning. 
100% game for England on Feb. ways shown respect for his man- | ing through some drills with the Knicks. | advice Jones had for the Knicks, Thomas “Tito must go in four” he said in reference 
а friendly against Switzer- agers even when he was | Thomas said its always good to have said: “Hit the other guy before be hits you.” to Trinidad. АР 
land, the first match for Eng- dropped.” AP 
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Magnolia 
struggling 
for form 


By Musong R. Castillo 


LABELED AS THE TEAM TO BEAT IN 
almost all pre-season polls, Magno- 
Jia has not done justice to that tag. 

Coach Siot Tanquingcen, in fact, has 
described his team as merely "fair" at 
this point of the Smart PBA Philippine 
Cup. 

“Of course, everybody would say 
that we should have won more 
games,” Tanquingcen told the Inquirer 
minutes after ripping Air21 Friday 
night. “Мете not great, we're not that 
good, we're just (а) fair (team).” 

With a 9-7 card and with a long shot. 
at bagging an outright semifinal seat, 
the Beverage Masters have surprised 
people who never expected them to be 
struggling at this point of the tourna- 
ment. 

Tn fact, with a lineup that could basi- 
cally pass as two all-star squads, even 
the other coaches in the 10-team field, 
in interviews done before the start of 
the season, have conceded Magnolia to 
be the runaway elimination round top- 
notcher 

But what has been the envy of the 
other mentors has actually been the 
bane of Tanquingcen, atleast ip to this 
point. 

“The challenge has been how to get 
everyone in rhythm,” the young coach, 
who won two titles with Barangay 
Ginebra before being asked to move to 
Magnolia, added. “And people will 
have to realize that it will take time (to 
dothat).” 

Danny Seigle and Lordy Tugade 
have been the only consistent offensive. 
forces for the Beverage Masters, who 
have an abundance of talent on all 
fronts, especially in the frontline 
where an established center like Dan- 
ny Ildefonso has not gotten his due ex- 
posure. 

"Its tough to have a lineup with such 
overflowing talent as (what I have),” 
Tanquingcen continued. “But the good 


ASIAN TOUR VETERAN MARS PUCAY 
capped a great year by shooting a four- 
under-par 64 to rule the PGAP Year- 
End Challenge by a stroke over Juanito 
Pagunsan at the short but tight Camp 
“Aguinaldo layout on Friday. 

‘The senior campaigner Pagunsan 


thing aboutitis that you know that you 
have all the ammunition you mcd 
‘when you go to battle.” 

Magnolia is getting such reliable 
players like Ildefonso, Westey Gonza- 
les, Dorian Pena, Samigue Eman, Enri- 
co Villanueva, Olsen Racela, Chris 
Calaguio, etc. to come off the bench al- 
ternately and play limited minutes. 

But Tanquingcen has been very par- 
ticular in naming Larry Fonacier as the 
one who has not really gotten the play- 
ing time from him. 

“He used to bea star in all the teams 
he has played for before,” the coach 
said of Fonacier, who was acquired 
from Red Bull during the off-season. 
"Tm having a difficult time trying to 
divide the time among my 12 play- 

А very balanced team like the Pure- 
foods Tender Juicy Giants has led the 
tournament right from the start, as 
they used a 7-0 start for an 11-4 card 
and within another win of the semifi 
nal privilege. 

Sta. Lucia is another side that is 
making a run, winning six straight be- 
fore the Holiday break to creep to 
within a game of the Giants even as 
Red Bull, said to be a goner at the start 
after losing some key players like 
Fonacier, is solidly in third place. 

‘And when asked what kind of team, 
an over-loaded one or one that is bal- 
anced, he preferred to handle, Tan- 
quingcen did a great job at not giving 

“1 could fail (with this lineup),” he 
said. "But I will try my best. But the 
good thing about this (lineup) is that I 
know that we have barely scratched 
the surface of talent that this team 
has.” 

So when the toumament resumes 
on Jan. 4, Tanquingcen would have 
had all the time to think of how to di- 
vide the time among his players. He 
may even have to totally ignore some 
people in his lineup to make it work. 


nipped burly Orlan Sumcad and 
Arnold Villacencio, who tied for third 
after fashioning out 66s on the same 
day that the new set of PGAP officers 
was inducted. 

The toumament was presented by 
president Jun Bustamante. 


FILIPINO IN AWARDS RITES AT HOLLYWOOD PARK 

The winning connections of Hucking Hot celebrate their victory with Manila Jockey 
Club (MJC) director Martin R. Cepeda (third from right, top photo) who was invited 
to award the silver plate to US ace jockey Garret Gomez (fourth from right). 


Gomez guided his mount to victory 


the recently concluded Audrey Skirball-Kenis 


Stakes at Hollywood Park, CA, USA. The invitation was extended by winning horse 


owners (top photo) Jim Ford, Inc., Ной 


y, KM Stable, Maycock & Stutts and 


trainer Patrick Gallagher. Above photo shows the winning form of three-year-old 
ја 


bay filly Dessert Prince out of True Love finishing | 1/8. 


48.56. 


DANNY Seigleis one of the more consistent Magnolia stars. 


Pucay rules year-end PGAP event Rosebud secures 
Hobart handicap 


Along with Bustamante, the other 
members of the PGAP new board 
who were inducted by lawyer Alex 
“Avisado were vice-president Demetrio 
Saclot; Marco Nadales (secretary); 
Sumcad (treasurer); Vic Granada (au- 
ditor); Vic Santia (touring committee 
chair); Fernando Sta. Maria (teaching 
committee chair): Rodolfo Cuello 
(ethics committee chai); Gerry 
Nadales (rules); Kim Yong-ho (market- 
ing), біп Tae-gyun (sponsorship). 

Pucay, who won the RP leg of the in- 
augural Asean Tour at the Malarayat, 
won P30,000. 

Pagunsan settled fpr P25,000. Sum- 
cad and Villacencio split P35,000 be- 
tween them. 

The PGAP held several tournaments 
for its events-hungry pros in the year 
about to pass. 

Bustamante said that he expects 
even more tournaments to be held 
next year under the auspices of the 
new board. 


Mathias, Patrombon 
triumph in Milo tennis 


ACE MATHIAS AND JESON PATROMBON 
dispatched their respective rivals to ar- 
range a semifinal contest in the boys’ 16- 
under division yesterday in the 2007 Milo 
Junior Tennis Cup at the Philam Homes 
Tennis Club in Quezon City. 

“The 14-year-old Los Angeles-based Math- 
ias and Patrombon tangle in the lower draw. 
Тор seed Kim ivor Saraza, а 6-0, 6-1 victor 
‘over Ali imran Arsad, wil meet Betren Ugay 
in the upper Final 4 bracket. 

Inthe gris 14-under fight, Samantha 
Cito clipped Jessica Lagman, 6-1, 6-0. 

‘She wil next аске Macy Gonzales, who 
bested Marine! Rudas, 4-6, 6-4, 10-4. 

‘Jacob Lagman blanked Zainul Burahan, 6- 
0,6-0; Christan Sarmiento ousted Сало Tar 
latayod, 6-3, 6-2; Vince Salas stopped Rom- 
nee Kyle Joseph, 6-1, 6-2; and Mark Concep- 
clon edged LA Canizares, 6-4, 4-6, 10-7, to 
‘make the boys’ 12-under quarterfinal round. 


HOBART, AUSTRALIA—U.S. YACHT 
Rosebud has taken handicap honors in 
the Sydney to Hobart yacht race. 

Race spokesman Bruce Montgomery 
confirmed that Rosebud's time of two 
days, six hours, two minutes and two 
seconds was fast enough to beat 
Zephyr and Morna, which were still ас 
sea late Saturday. 

Rosebud, owned and skippered by 
American Roger Sturgeon, finished 
more than eight hours behind line ho- 
nors winner Wild Oats XI, which be- 
came the first yacht in nearly 60 years 
to win three straight. 

The handicap competition makes al- 
lowance for size and other characteris- 
tics of the yachts to determine а win- 

Wild Oats, skippered by Mark 
Richards, finished the 628-nautical 
mile (1,163-kilomerer, 723-mile) race 
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Friday in one day, 21 hours, 24 min- 
utes, crossing the line at Constitution 
Dock in Hobart at 10:24 a.m. (2324 
GMT) 

Bob Oatley's 30-meter maxi was the 
pre-race favorite and dominated from 
the opening minutes of Australia's pre- 
mier yacht race which began from Syd- 
ney Harbor on Wednesday. 

Wild Oats crossed the finish line 
ahead of the British maxi City Index 
Leopard, skippered by Mike Slade, 
which staged a dramatic comeback Fri- 
day morning before finishing 27 min- 
utes behind. 

Australian entry Ichi Ban finished 
third and Rosebud was fourth across 
the line. 

Wild Oats matched the feat of Mor- 
па, which won from 1946-1948—the 
last and only other yacht to win three. 
inarow. AP 


BENEDICT Chua, representative of Xavier School to the Tiong Lian Basketball 
League, and Margarita del Cruz, president and CEO of Filcon Manufacturing, 
distributor of Converse, sign an agreement making Converse one of the sponsors of 
the Tiong Lian basketball tournament slated in January. 
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Torre, 


TORRE: We're not getting any younger. 


nema 


SundaySPORTS 


Antonio ready for rematch 


summer of 


match. 


NQUEERRHOTO 


Promote chess in the 


slated late next ye 
‘Antonio became the first 1o- 
cal player to beat Torre with a 
game victory in their 1998 


"Hindi na rim naman kami 
bumabata (We're 
any younger” said Torre. “We 
need to develop more young 
Chess talents. We're hoping to 
get the interest of potential tal- 
ents from the grassroots level 
by going to their places." 

Organizers are 

old the matches in Puerto 
Galera and Baguio City to cor 
memorate the 30th ant 


onships match between Anatoly 

Karpov and Victor Korchnoi, al- 

so held in Baguio City, їп 1978. 
‘Torre is an adopted son of 


Baguio, Mindoro eyed 
as host of GMs battle , 


GRANDMASTERS 
"Torre and Rogelio “Joey” Anto- 
nio Jr are ready fora rematch. 
The country's top woodpush- 
ers will try to outwit each other 
in a 12-match marathon in the 


EUGENE 


campaign їп 


2008 for two rea- 


mai 


countryside and prepare them- many is hosting 
selves for the Chess Olympiad Olympiad 


пех year,” 


X getting 
are prepared)" 


cilor Arie 


lanning to 


Quezon 


tor 


Baguio while Antonio hails 
from Oriental Mindoro. 

Torre and Antonio are ex- 

ресей to lead the сошшуз 
the 

Olympiad set in Dresden, Ger: 

on November 12 to 25. IE 

will be the fifth time that Ger 


“Hindi natin alam baka yun 
ла ang aming (We don't know if 
it will be our) last Olympiad 

said Antonio. “Anu- 
man ang mangyari, maganda na 
‘yung preparado kami (Whate 
er happens, its better that we 


Quezon City majority floor 
leader and fourth district Coun- 
also open to. 
his city’s hosting of the Torre 
and Antonio rematch. 
“Both players are based in 
said Inton. 
would be great for our city and 
our people if they will play here. 
If it’s not possible for us to host 
all 12 matches, even just the 
first three and the last three.” 
Marlon Bernardino, Contribu- 


Chess 


а ches 


2-1 


Preparing for Olympiad 
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5th Avenue cagers open Zheng Cup bid with victory over Macau 


ByRoy Luarca 


МАМАМ CITY, CHINA--RONNIE ZA- 
gala capped his heroics with the deciding 
baskets Friday night as Sth Avenue Tele- 
‘coms nipped Macau, 93-91, at the start of 
the 7th Zheng Chenggong Cup here. 

The 5-foot-11 Zagala exploded for 35 
| — points, including the game's last four 


Pointsin 20 seconds to save the Filipinos. 
Sniping from three-point territory 

Macau led by as many as 15 points, 

6661, midway in the third quarter. 

But Zagala, a former national player, 
combined with Luis Palaganas to push 
the Filipinos within 64.67 at the end of 
the period. 

Macau was still on top at 91-89 with 


20 seconds left, but Zagala knotted the 
сош before getting the ball on a Macau 
fumble and splitting the middle for the 
marginal twinner just before the buzzer. 

Other opening day results at the 
Nanan Stadium saw Bumi Kaya of In- 
donesia rout Singapore's Tong Whye 
Physical Association, 80-48, and Hong 
Kong subdue the Nanan All Stars, 68-62. 


Playing coach Junel Mendiola attribut- 
ed the nine-man team’s shaky star to the 
holiday break and the late notice they re- 
ceived to take over the place of Mail and 
More in the sixteam, single-round tour- 
nament being held in honor of the late 
Chinese general and hero. 

“We're still rusty and off-form,” seid 
Mendiola. Former pros Jeffrey Sanders 


Informing and inspiring Filipino readers for more than two decades through balanced news and fearless views, the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer has undoubtedly become the country’s number 1 newspaper. Our heartfelt thanks for 
making the Inquirer a part of your daily reading habit. 


As we celebrate our 22° anniversary, Inquirer granis 22 loyal readers their wishes - from an exciting wish like 
meeting your local Idol fo a romantic one like celebrating your 25 wedding anniversary in a beach resort. Let us 
know what you really want.In 300 words or less, tell us: 


Here's how fo join: 


1) Answer тө мөө (3) questions in a olo 
309 words or le 
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1) How long have you been reading the Philippine Daily inquirer? 


2) What do you like most about the Inquirer, and we dare ask, what do you like least? 
3) What Is your number 1 wish that Inquirer can grant you, and why? 


and Willie Moody were unable to join the 
team here. 

Testes 

EAST AVENUE 83-Zapala 35, Palaganas 18, 
‘Davi 8, Lim & Mandoza 8, Bucher Dizon 6, Man- 
возз Loua 0. 

MACAU 51—07 30, Liang 2 25, а Rui 13, Lu 
S112, Lu SF 11, Huang CX O, Lu W 0, 

Quarters: 25-28, 45-56, 4-67. 90-91 


3) You may oniy send one (1) enin he event inat you send 
more топ ona ent Inquirer wil honar our fri enin. A 
‘ther entres wit bo disquaimed. 
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‘Salers ond executives 


7) Winners wit be announced in inquirer en January 22. and 
normed trough posta! mat 


8) Winners must present гі least one (1) vatia о; 
болоо company government) and ine 
Be Pippo Dai inquire 


N photo 


Эу Prües con be claimed al ће Philippine Daly inquirer head 
me. 


10) Taxes wit be рока by тө Philippine Day шешіне: 


11) Praes net claimed within sixty (60) days trom receipt ot 
moMicalion э e теле i Iove c Ihe Philippine бану 
eurer 


12) Winners shati agree іо have ей names and photos 
[Published in the newspaper or announced in any то 
Manner cf advertisemen! аъ me Philppine Dally Inquirer 
may deem appropriate 


13) n case ot caput 


Y Philippine Dali inquiers decision 


14) ші employees i he Philippine Dolly Inquire, meir 
"elctver up o second degree of consanguinity or 
inni ond ol їз advertising agency cre no allowed to 
Participate in mis promo, 
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History beckons New England 


Patriots shoot for МЕГ5 first 16-0 record 


FOXBOROUGH—THE QUESTION WAS FROM AN OUT- 
of-town reporter and it was anathema to Patriots coach 
Bill Belichick, but it has proven prophetic. 


“А lot of people, not just here locally 
but across the country are talking about 
this team having a perfect record this sea- 
son of 16-0. Is that something that you 
‘welcome or strive for?” asked the uniniti- 
ated inquisitor Sept. 19, three days after 
the Patriots had defeated the San Diego 
Chargers, 38-14, to run their record to 2- 
6. 

“Thats so ridiculous,” said Belichick. 
“Seriously is there anything else? We 
need to go out and have a good practice 
today. Thats what we need to do. We 
need to get ready for Buffalo.” 

Butits not so ridiculous anymore. The 
moment has arrived. Belichick and the 
Patriots can complete the first 16-0 regu- 
lar season in NFL history—the league 
switched to a 16-game schedule in 
1978—with a victory over the host New 
York Giants Saturday, becoming the 
fourth team in league history to post an. 
undefeated, untied regular season and 


AFTER watching their team claim win No. 15, Patriots fans want one more victory. we 


HOPMAN CUP 


Meghann, 
Mardy lift 
US squad 
over India 


PERTH, AUSTRALIA—MEGHANN SHAUGH- 
messy filing in for Serena Williams, got the 
United States off to a winning start and Mardy 
Fish clinched the win over India in the first 
‘match of the 20th Hopman Сир. 

‘The No, 2-ranked US team led 2-0 ahead 
of the doubles in the international mixed 
team event. 

Shaughnessy ended a seesewing opening 
women's singles match against Sania Mirza 
by winning the last five games against the 
ailing Indian player for a 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 tri- 
umph. 

Fish secured an unbeatable 2-0 lead with 
a 6-2, 6-4 win over India's Rohan Bopanna 
inthe men’s singles. 

‘Australia was to play the Czech Republic 
later Saturday, with the top-seeded Serbia 
starting its Group A campaign against Taiwan 
and France playing Argentina on Sunday. 

‘Australian Open champion Serena 
Williams was expected to arrive in Perth on 
the weekend and replace Shaughnessy for 
the United States’ next match against Czech. 
Republic on Monday. 

Injuries have delayed Williams’ arrival 
here but she is expected to be okay for the 
Monday match. 

Each team plays three times in the round- 
robin format, with the top two teams in each 
group advancing to the semifinals. АР 


the first since the 1972 Miami Dolphins, 
who had a 14-0 regular season on-their 
way to 17-0 overall 

‘The prospect of going 16-0 has been 
the elephant in the locker room the Patri- 
ots wouldn't acknowledge—until now. 

“Аз focused as we've been answering 
all these questions in here, it is in the 
back of our minds what we can achieve,” 
said linebacker Tedy Bruschi, when 
asked if the Patriots would have an extra 
adrenaline rush Saturday. 

“То be undefeated in the [16-game] 
regular season is something that has nev- 
ег been done before. When you're faced 
‘with that, за challenge and you want to 
face that challenge and achieve it. I think 
that wil ай be in the back of our minds, 
and of course all the attention to this 
game, being on three different networks. 
But how do we win the game? We have 
to focus on the Giants and what we have 


Noone has been able to stop New Eng- 
land as it has posted an average margin 
of victory of 208 points, scoring а 
Jeague-best 36.7 points per game while 
allowing only 15.9 per game, ted for 
tops in the league. But talk of 16-0 was 
verboten unti this week. 

That wasnt a surprise to Giants quar- 
terback Eli Manning. In 2005, Mannings 
older brother, Peyton, quarterbacked the 
Indianapolis Colts to а 13-0 start. Eli said 
16-0 wasn’t a topic of conversation with 
his brother. 

"No, I never really spoke to him at that 
time about i” said the Giants quarter- 
back. “It’s one of those deals maybe like a 
guy that’s throwing a no-hitter, you don't 
talk about it at the time. You try t 
noticed and treat everything 
Even afterwards, he didn’t make a big 
deal about it. He had other things and the 
‘most important thing was the playoffs, so 
never really spoke to him about that." 

New England had taken the same po- 
sition, but now history is within its reach. 
The Patriots, who have clinched home- 


when you throw five 
touchdown passes. I's 


playolis, the 
Giants have 
nothing to gain. 
by beating the 
Pur, ^ but 
have made it 
dear they dont 
plan on being (һе 
foil for New Eng- 
lands football first. 
New York doesn't 
Saturdays game as 
David vs Goliath, 
"They are an out 
sanding football 
team, but they are not 
so far ahead of every: 


todotostopthem.” 


field advantage in the playoffs and a first- 
round bye, have made it lear they intend 
to play for 16-0. 
‘The Patriots could set other records in 
А the process. Randy Moss needs two 
touchdown catches to break Jerry Rice's 
record of 22, set in the strike-shortened 
1987 season. Tom Brady needs two 
touchdown passes to surpass Peyton 
Manning's mark of 49, set in 2004. The 
Patriots, who have scored 551 points, 
need just 6 to break the NFL record set by 
the 1998 Minnesota Vikings. 
dear the only 


"you take any energy away from that 
эв а goal, then youre really not doing 
yourself or your team any justice.” he 
said. "Maybe when you look back at the 
end of your career you look at those 
things and ies a cool thing to have, but 
everything Ive experienced in the NFL 
and the greatest moments Гуе had is not 


Wife’s ailment haunts ‘The Ghost’ 


GILROY, CALIFORNIA—ROBERT 
Guerrero's world is calm during his 
dawn training runs in the Diablo 
Range's rambling foothills. The IBF 
featherweight champion relishes 
the daily grind of roadwork amid 
the faint garlic aroma that always 
hangs in his hometown's cool air. 

“You get used to it after a while, but 
when you go out of town and come. 
back, you smell it again,” Guerrero 
says. “Tlike to smell it now" 

"When the fighter known since. 
childhood as "The Ghost” returns to 
his home a few kilometers away the 
calm recedes just like that familiar fra- 
grance. The Christmas New Year's hol- 
‘day season has been both more fright- 
‘ening and more joyous than anything 
he’s ever known. 

Casey Guerrero, his wife and the 
mother oftheir two children, was di- 
agnosed with leukemia less than two 
weeks before his bout against Martin 


‘counting on me to do my best. 


Honorio last month. He's spent the eight weeks since his 
: 3 victory in a whiriwind of motion and 
Sleeping on hospital floor emotion. When һе notshutling 
He spent several nights sleepingon Casey to doctors’ visits in the San 
the floor of a hospital room before the Francisco area, he's practicing the fin- 
fight, and he didn’t get to Tucson, Ari- er points of changing diapers or 
zona, until the day before the bout. In putting a 2-year-old gits hair into a 
‘the nervous moments before heading ponytail—and he never lets himself 
‘into an unfriendly ring atadesertcasi- get out of shape. 
no, his father crystallized hispurpose. “Tve gota lot of responsibility on 
“This is what puts your food onthe me,” Guerrero says. “A lot of people 
table,” Ruben Guerrero told hisson. are counting on me to do my best at 
“This is what's going to pay your medi- everything! need to do, so I don’t 
cal bills for your wife.” ‘want to let anybody down. My father, 
After the Arizona fans jeered his my wife, my children, my team—ev- 


name, the Ghost knocked out Honorio 
S6 seconds into the first round with one 
stunning punch—and two hours later, 
he was on his way back home to Casey. 


BH DAILY 


оли 


erybodyis counting on me." 
ample support from his family 
and in-laws, the 24-year-old charapi- 
onis juggling his duties as a boxer, a 


body else,” Giants d 
fensive | end Оч 
Umenyiora told the New 
York Daily News in Fri 
day's editions. “Nobody in 
the NFL wants to see them go 
undefeated. If they do go un- 
defeated, they are going to be 
known as that team that was 
just that much better than every- 
body else. 1 dont want to see 
that” 

More motivation for the Patri- 
ов, not that they need it 

Although the Patriots may have 
changed their approach to dealing with 
questions about perfection, theyre not 
changing their approach to achieving it. 

"Were all right in the middle of this 
right now and it's our next game, so this 
‘week, right now, | look at it as possibly 
achieving a victory over the Giants,” said 
Bruschi. NYTimes News Service 


husband, a father and a brother to an- 
other aspiring fighter with dreams of 
glory. 


Ashock 

So far, Guerrero hasn't dropped 
anything. 

“He's a tough kid, but nobody 
would know how to react to that," 
says Ruben Guerrero, who's also his 
son's trainer “sa big shock when 
they tell you your wife has cancer, and 
they don't know if she's going to die. It 
was tough for everybody to deal with." 

His father suspects the third of his 
four fighting sons was particularly 
‘well equipped to handle such a chal- 
enge. Aside from his inherited disci- 
pline, he seems to be that rare boxer 
without a grandiose bone in his body, 

which is dramatically skinny even 
when he isn't making weight. 

He doesn't wear jewelry or gaudy 
“dothing, and he still lives in humble 
Gilroy, venturing away only for train- 
ing and fights. Fitingly his favorite 
boxer is Salvador Sanchez, the under- 
dog Mexican featherweight who be- 
came a surprise world champion be- 
fore dying at 23 in a 1982 car crash. 

"The people around me keep me fo- 
cused on boring instead of the other 
stuff" Guerrero says. "Casey playsa 
big role in that, and so does my fa- 
ther” 

Ruben Guerrero wasan amateur 
champion in both Texas and San Fran- 
cisco before raising his family in 
Gilroy. When young Robert showed an 
interest in the hurting business, Ruben 
developed a plan to maximize his wiry 
sonis potential everything froma 
strict early morning training regimen 
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team to the NFL'sfirst 16-0 record, 
New England quarterback Tom Brady 
finally gives a hint of his current goal. 
Interviewed by journalist about the 
possibility ofa perfect regular season. 


run, Brady said: “Believe me, ifwe go 
16-1 this year, no one's going to be 


happy about that. wo 


toa stringent diet 

"Though Robert has worked with re- 
spected trainers Freddie Roach and 
Joe Goossen, his father is stillin 
charge. 

"Til her him knocking on the door 
at 42m, saying, Come on, well drink 
coffee and wait for the sun to rise,” 
Robert says. “He pushed me. He still 
does.” 

After a steady rise through the ama- 
teur ranks and a near-miss with the US 
Olympic team, Guerrero won the IBF 
tide in September 2006 when Eric 
Aiken quit on his stool. Guerrero lost 
the belt to Orlando Salido two months 
Jater—but Salido tested positive for 
doping, voiding the result. 

When Casey gave birth to their son, 
Robert, just 10 months ago, Guerrero 
wasin Denmark reclaiming the vacant 
title by beating Spend Abazi, even 
winning cheers from Abazi's home 
crowd with a ninth-round knockout. 


Allshookup 

Casey and Robert have been togeth- 
ersincetheir early days at Gilroy High 
School. She backed his progression 
through a dangerous sport, and her ill- 
ness shook him in ways his support 
team couldn't have guessed from his 
wordless focus in Tucson. 

“Twas talking to her on the phone, 
and she was asking exactly what time I 
was fighting," Guerrero says. "told 
her, and she said, ОҚ, ГИ be praying at 
exactly 7 o'clock. Don't think about 
те. Jus think about what you have to 
do! Thats the way shes” 

Und Casey makes a fll recovery the 
Ghost wil keep doing the right thing 
forhisfamilyandhisprofession. АР 
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RAYMOND ROLDAN 


He who is closest to the custom 
Bohol-based entrepreneur innovates ===> 


Ву Margie Quimpo-Espino 


(SundayBiz will be featuring Master En- 
trepreneurs, entrepreneurs who turned their 
companies around or who implemented in- 
novative ideas while taking the Master En- 
trepreneurship program at the Asian Insti- 
tute of Management Asian Center-for En- 
trepreneurship. 

Forty one entrepreneurs graduated under МЕ 
Batch 12. Four of the students/businessmen re- 
ceived "superior performance" distinctions and 
two got “commendable performance” awards. 

We start the series with Raymond Roldan, 
41, an Economics graduate of the University 
of the Philippines.) 


AYMOND, А BOHOL- 

based entrepreneur was 

once approached by a top 
executive of a mobile phone co! 
pany to become its exclusive di: 
tributor. He had to say no. 

‘Why should he say yes when Raymond's 
Save ‘n Earn В the largest “One Stop Tele- 
сот Chain” in Bohol that carries all three 
brands—Globe Telecom, Smart Communi- 
cations Co. с. and Sun Cellular. 

Its product lines include cellular phones, 
accessories, prepaid cards, electronic load, 
dream satellite TY, satellite phones and cell 
phone repair and services. 

Raymond earned a “superior perfor- 


Ға: 


mance” when he graduated from the Asian. 
Institute of Management Master іп En- 
trepreneurship program for innovations he 
adopted in his business. 

“1 had been thinking of innovations in 
2006 and I needed affirmation of these,” 
Raymond cites as the reason for joining the 
ME program. 

‘A major innovation was a program that 
reduced his inventory of prepaid loads 
through real-time recording of transactions 
through а new technology that Save n Earn 
developed. The program enables Save ‘n 
Earn dealers to always have the load value 
Customers want to buy The outlets no 
longer carry the phone cards. Only the cen- 
tral office does. 

Another program he undertook was the. 
hiring of students аз part-time workers. 

“if Jollibee can get parttime students 
who are sosyal yet mop the floors and clean 
the toilets, why can't 1?" he asked. 

His rationale was that malls, where some 
of his outlets are located, have a peak time of 
only four hours, so the answer to meer this in- 
creased demand is to get part-time workers. 

A third innovation is the S n E En- 
trepreneurship program wherein he con- 
verts retailers into dealers. He also has a 
unique program where he provides financ- 
ing for his contractual employees to be- 
come his dealers, thus converting them into 
micro entrepreneurs. 

Today, he has 24 company-owned outlets 


2” 


THELARGEST "One | 
Stop Telecom Chain" 2 
inBohot : 


and 31 franchisees. Р 
Like many entrepreneurs, Raymond did. 
mot strike gold during his first attempt at 
entrepreneurship. After college, he went in- 
to the poultry contract-growing business 
The company he was supplying to experi: 
enced financial difficulties and Raymond 
lost alot of money. 
Typhoon “Ruping,” which destroyed his 
farm, did not help. s 
“Ithen went into processed meat andtabie 
eggs peddling to help my family after our 
ferm was hit by Typhoon Ruping,” he says. 
He decided then that he would never go 
HEWHOIB2 
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‘ВР: а: slice of paradise affordable to baby boomers' 


By Romeo]. Pajarillo 
Contributor 


AN AMERICAN GLOBETROTTER, 
Tony Macaluso of Florida, bought an 
18-foot long carving of a school of 
fishes in Philippine hardwood, narra. 

It is the most expensive he has ever 
bought during any of his travels. “But it 
fits with the nautical décor of my home 
in Florida," he said. He will show it to 
friends, not asa carving but, as a flat TV 
screen showing smiling Filipinos. 

“In very glowing terms, I will tell 
friends about the Filipino ассопипо- 
dations and their willingness to try 
not only to be friendly but very happy 
people,” he said. “Friendliness is en- 
demic in their culture.” 

Macaluso was here as one of the pro- 
fessional lecturers at the Asian Interna- 
tional Real Estate Expo and Confer- 
ence (AIREEC). He talked about mar- 
keting to (US) baby boomers (those 
‘bom after World War II up to 1964). 


“You have the sun for boomers who 
‘want to escape the winter, English- 
speaking people, low cost of living, 
and the life stage facilites that baby 
boomers can afford,” he said. “I will 
tell people how far baby boomers can 
stretch their retirement budget or in- 
vestment dollars in the Philippines." 

‘Susan Barlin, the Fil-Am CEO of 
AIREEC, described Macaluso as 
among the US realtors who brought 
planeloads of US baby boomers to 
Costa Rica and Panama. 

"The boomers are a lucrative mar- 
ket segment that will continue to 
spend for the next 20 years until they 
are in their 70s and 80s,” she said. 

Ву Macaluso's calculation, the US 
boomers are now about 80 million 
strong. Every nine seconds, 10,000 are 
turning 60. An increasing number of US 
boomers means а growing market that 
includes those managing wealth inher- 
ited from tycoor-parents and spouses. 

‘As the boomers march to their 


golden years, they acquire second 
homes or invest in properties that ap- 
predate in value. Some boomers, 
however, are poor savers: they look 
forward to living to their 80s to places 
that their pensions can pay for. 

‘The boomers market is why real es- 
tate has gone international and why US 
property professionals like Macaluso аге 
interested in the Philippines to fll their 
clients’ demand for global properties. 

In February 2007, a survey by the 
US National Association of Realtors 
showed that 37 percent of US realtors 
had engaged in international transac- 
tions compared with only 20 percent 
fouryears ago. 

Macaluso gathered early informa- 
tion that could help connect the 
Philippines with the needs, wants and 
desires of boomers. 

These nesters and the boomer 
health freaks have been travelling to 
places with leisure villas, vacation re- 
sorts, condotels, serviced apartments, 


and condominiums. 

"They are very concerned about 
health services and facilities because 
as you grow older your heart starts to 
‘wear out," he said. 

Another market segment is 
boomers with generational responsi- 
bilities. They care for their aging 
folks, and require geriatric care and 
assisted-living facilities such as those 
offered in the Philippines. 

Many countries put together come- 
‘ons because boomer spending creates 
jobs, sustains entrepreneurs, and 
brings in more investment projects. , 

Panama, to outfox Mexico and Cos- 
ta Rica, brought in foreigners with 
discounts on plane fares, restaurant 
meals, movies, hospital bills, and doc- 
tor's fees. Foreigners who buy homes 
are exempted from paying real taxes. 
for 20 years. Its pensionado program 
applies to foreigners with pensions 
from social security systems, armed 
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MAKABAYAN 


Region УШ (Eastern Visayas: 

Cassipy Elem. School 
Coach: Ms. Ma. Paz Makabanta 
Contestant: Greg Siegmund Quilaneta. 


Region 1 (Ilocos Region) 

Pagudpud Central Elementary School 
Coach: Ms. Алайга A. Lengyel 
Contestant: Mark John Garvida 


Region П (Cagayan Valley) 
Echague West Central School 
Coach: Ms, Teresita R. Macadaeg 
Contestant: Shirmaine Estonactoe 


Region IX (Zamboanga Peninsula) 
Pagadian City Pilot School 

Coach: Ms. Virginia Estabas 
Contestant: Jovelyn G. Cabal 


Region Ш (Central Luzon) 
Malolos Elem. School 

Coach: Mrs. Edna C. Diaz 

Contestant: Thea Philine M. Paguiligan 


Region X (Northern Mindanao) 
Xavier University Grade School 

Coach: Mr. Roberto Golabio 
Contestant: Mar Cietus Lapoot 


Region IV-A (CALABARZON) 
Juan Sumulong Elem. School 
Coach: Ms. Leonora P. Espinoza 
Contestant: Алдей Lorraine Dalde 


Region Xi (Dayao) 
Magugpo Pilot Imelda Elem. Schoo! 
‘And Special Education Center 
Coach: Mrs. Rosario М. Mercado 
Abel Leonval Dangle 
Region IV-8 (MIMAROPA) 

uito А. Hernandez Memorial School 

Coach: Ms. Josefina Tobias 
Contestant: Laynette Р. Malabanan 


Region ХП (SOCCSKSARGEN) 
Koronadal City Elem. School I 
Coach: Ms. Rosalinda б. Rafael 
Contestant: Marc Louise Fallon. 
Region V (Bicol) 

Ibalon Central School 

Coach: Ms. Teresita В. Baile 
Contestant: Justin Mae Aguilar 


CARAGA Administrative Region 
Surigao West Central Elem. School 
Coach: Mrs. Anita А. Odchimar 

Contestant: Manilyn A. Cuantioso 

Region VI (Western Visayas) 

Starglow Center for Academic & Arts 

Coach: Ms. Syvia Suelan. 

7 Contestant: Gino Ramon S. Magayanes 


Cordillera Administrative Region 
таап Central School 

‘Coach: Ms. Rose D. Овеліс 

Contestant: Mayde В. Galawan 

Region VI (Central Visayas) 

Holy Spirit School 

Coach: Ms. Cecil S. Ingles 

Contestant: Maia Binhi B. Borja 


National Capital Region 
Paco Catholic School 

Coach: Ms. Lanie Landicho 
Contestant: Lester Antonni В. Hesita 


MATHEMATICS 


улдап Centrai 
Coach: Mr: Constante del Castillo 
Contestant: Jivan Chester Reyes 


Region П (Cagayan Valley) 
Tuguegarao West Central School 
Coach: Ms. Janet Canapi 
Contestant: Niña Angelica Zambale 


Region 1X (Zamboanga Peninsula) 
Pagadian City Pilot School 

Coach: Ms. Alleen С. Nuñeza 
Contestant: Angelique Joy N. Virata 


Region Ш (Central Luzon) 
from SPED Center for the Gifted 
Coach: Mr. Bernardo Capi 

Contestant: Patricia Kate Regala 


Region X (Northern Mindanao) 
Corpus Christi School. 

Coach: Ms. Ofelia Dunay 
Contestant: Liza Mae Jane Abucejo 


Region IV-A (CALABARZON) 
Colegio San Agustin - Bian 
Coach: Marife Оойово 
Contestant: Carlo Cardama 


Region ХІ (Davao) 

Colegio de San Ignacio 
Coach: Ms. Caressa P. Elorima 
Contestant: Rommel Adrian Te 


Region IV-B (MIMAROPA) 
Palawan State University 

Coach: Ms. Ma. Jessica C. Amejo 
Contestant: Mikael Oliver Cabasal 


Region ХП (SOCCSKSARGEN) 
Kiamba Central Elem. School 
Coach: Ms. Margarita Domantay 
Contestant: Dahr Tur Silao 


Region V (Bicol) 
University of St. Anthony 
Coach: Mr. Alan Gabarda 
Contestant: Jonric A. Mirando 


CARAGA Administrative Region 
Surigao del Sur SPED Center 
Coach: Mr. Antonio О. Teves 
Contestant: Germs Laurence D. Ramos 


Region VI (Western Visayas) 

Toile Central Commercial High School 
Coach: Ms. Sybel Joy Farilon. 
Contestant: Hubert Yao 


Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR) 
Paykek Elem. School 

Coach: Ms. Myma Crispin 

Contestant: Garth C. Tayaotao 


Region УП (Central Visayas) 
Siliman University Elem. School 
Coach: Mrs. Papita Lubguben 
Contestant: Kel О. Shirabe 


National Capital Region (NCR) 
San Beda College - Alabang 
Coach: Mrs. Lormita O. Castillo 
Contestant: Niel Benjamin DT. Kho 


4 NATIONAL CHAMPION STUDENTS 

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo Trophy 

Quiz Bee Gold Medallion of Excellence 

Php 100,000.00 worth of Philamlife Insurance 

Php 70,000.00 worth of Philam Achieve Education Plan 

32 vol. Time Life Illustrated Encyclopedia of Science & Nature 
Multimedia computer system from Philippine Daily Inquirer 
Mobile Phone from Ovaltine Power 

Digital MP3 Player from Uni Mitsubishi Writing Instruments 
Gift Packages from Partner Sponsors 


4 NATIONAL CHAMPION TEACHERS 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo Trophy 
P 100,000 worth of Philamlife Insurance 
World Encyclopedia 

Gift Packages from Partner Sponsors 
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A project of Quiz Bee Foundation in cooperation with & 


4 NATIONAL CHAMPION SCHOOLS 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo Trophy 
New Penguin Encyclopedia 


4 NATIONAL CHAMPION DIVISIONS 
Quizbee Foundation Trophy 
Chambers Encyclopedia 


4 NATIONAL CHAMPION REGIONS 

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo Trophy 

Chambers Book of Facts sI аата 
SPECIAL AWARDS Super Quiz Bees is 


а four (4) day all 
expense paid live- in 
camp with tours, seminars) 
and fellowships for the 
regional champions and 
teacher - coaches from 
the sixteen (16) regions 
of the country. 


Who! 


Most Friendly Bee 

- Quiz Bee Foundation Trophy 
Best in Costume (Male) 

- Quiz Bee Foundation Trophy 
Best in Costume (Female) 

- Quiz Bee Foundation Trophy 
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into business where he is dependent on on- 
lyone person or company. 

He went instead into the appliance busi- 
ness. Being the innovative thinker that he 
is, he used agents to sell the appliances and 
these agents get commissions and dis- 
counts when they buy appliances. To at- 
tract people to buy from him, he provided 
term payments of up to one year. 

Te was in the early 905 when he was ap- 
proached by а cell phone dealer to sell 
phones on a consignment basis. 

Raymond agreed to try selling 10 
phones. But the salesmen arrived with two 
boxes of the then huge cell phones. 

Raymond had to remove a TV set from 
his small appliance shop to accommodate 
the mobile phones. 

He recalls that a few months later, Mobi- 
line (the first though now defunct mobile 
phone firm owned by PLDT) began to offer 
schemes for mobile phone subscribers. 

Smart Communications Co. Inc. followed 
and soon, cell phone sales began to pick up. 

Of the first 15 lines Smart sold, Raymond 
sold 13, 

He eamed commissions. Soon, he was 
removing more TV sets to replace these 
with mobile phones. 

"The appliance business was not fair Ifyou 
compare it with school, I was only in Grade 1. 
My competitors were already їп college. The 
new business (cell phone) was an equaliz- 
'er—ihe old timers did not understand it.” 

The turning point in sales for the cell 
phone business was the prepaid scheme. 

"The postpaid [the first scheme introduced 
by the phone companies] is not fit to the ma- 
joricy of the market" Raymond comments. 

The postpaid scheme demands a clean 
credit background and proof of in- 
come--something which the majority of 
the Filipinos cannot meet. 

Raymond says sales increased by about a 
thousand times when prepaid was intro- 
duced. At that time, in 1994, the distribu- 
tion systems of mobile phone companies 
were disorganized. 

Raymond decided to do two things—fo- 
cus on the customer and open branches 
‘where new cell sites were being built 

“In the early years of the cell phone indus- 
чу, there were a lot of informal intermedi- 
aries. National distributors appointed "sub- 
distributors” for the different areas or 
provinces instead of penetrating the area 
themselves. The pioneering cell phone deal- 
ers in the provinces were usually informally 
appointed as “area sub-distributors” for their 
respective provinces. These sub-distributors” 
‘operated as a one-man operation in small of- 
fices taking orders from dealers and retailers. 

This required substantial capital to buy in 
bulk from the national distributors. At that 
time, we did not have the financial capacity 
то buy in bulk as a sub-distributor. I also be- 
lieved, at that time, that gradual branching in. 
the newly fired up areas (areas with new cell 
cites) would be a more viable and sustainable 
alternative since I will be dealing directly 
with the customers or end-users—that “he 
who is closest to the customer is king.” 

That proved to be a wise move since our 
network of branches gradually expanded 
geographically all over the province. Since 
ме dealt directly with the end-users, we 
жеге not affected by the rampant price wars. 
among the distributors and dealers. We by- 
passed certain channels in the supply chain. 
to directly serve the end-users through our 
network of branches and franchised outlets 
to maximize our profitability and leverage." 

Soon, he had a branch in every major town. 
‘And not long after, he went into franchising. 

Save ‘n Баті franchising progam, has 
three packages—P60,000 for a cart which in- 
dudes P30,000 worth of stocks; P250,000 for 
a kiosk with stocks of P125,000; and P500,000 
for a store with stocks worth P250,000. 

As this goes to press, Raymond is spend- 
ing Christmas in the US enjoying a very 
profitable year. 
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CARIAGA makes 
beautiful things out 
‘of corn husks. 


from what used to be waste 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


RDANETA | CITY—"WE 

used to feed corn husks to 

farm animals, but we most- 
ly burned them. But we have found 
out that we can create something 
artistic and beautiful from what we 
considered as wastes," says Jay-ar 
Cariaga, 19, an out-of-school 
youth from Villasis town. 

Cariaga was one of the 47 trainees in 
making and using corn husks, a project of 
the Department of Agriculture's Ilocos re- 
gional office under its Ginintuang 
Masaganang Ani-Com program. 

Their creations came as a pleasant reve- 
lation for the trainees composed of mostly 
of out-of school youth and mothers from 
the different village of Villasis. 

‘This was because, at the start of the four- 
day training, they were not shown any ex- 
ample or photo of a finished product, their 
trainer, Priscilla Abenoja, says. 

"I wanted them to find out for them- 
selves what they can create out of some- 
thing from otherwise useless materials.” 

The trainees were taught how to mix the 
different colors to come up with assorted 
hues using fabric dye. The next lesson was 
how to cut petals and leaves from the dyed 
husks and then fashion them into flowers 
like rose, lotus, calla Шу and others. 

Corn husks can also be made into dolls, 
but that would be for the next training of 
selected trainees, Abenoja says. 

‘To make art works from corn husks, опе 
would need basic art tools like white glue, 
masking tape, floral tape, scissors, wires, 
glue stick and glue gun, twine and different. 
colors of fabric dye. 

For big flowers and dolls, husks of yellow 
corn are used because they are bigger that 
those of other varieties, Yellow corn is used 
as feeds and is widely grown in Pangasinan. 
The province produces 65 percent of the 
corn production in the Ilocos region, Ferdi- 
nand Matro, DA Ilocos regional corn coor- 
dinator says. А total of 35,000 hectares are 
planted to corn yearly. 

After the cobs are removed, the other. 
corn plant parts such as the stalk, husks, 
silk (hair-like part) and roots are usual- 


Interesting facts 


and figures on 

«THE BIGGEST SHOPPING DAY 
of the year is Dec. 23 

* Some 44,000 kilos of pork and 
қағыс hd on тк day sid ре 
average day only 9,000 kilos o por 
and beef are sold. About 43,000 pieces 
of whole chicken are sold; the average 
is 6,000 pieces. Some 30,000 pieces of 
ham are sold; only 2,600 pieces of 
ham are sold daily. 
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PENolder  morossrrounonoroaeres 
ly thrown away. 

But with creative imagination, all these 
wastes become works of art, with the husks 
turned into petals and leaves, the stalks іп- 
to stems or branches, the silk as fillers of 
pots or vases (instead of moss), and roots 
as, well, roots. 

“The trainees are usually surprised when 
they see their artistic creations. They сап 


hardly believe that they can do beautiful 
things out of something that almost has ze- 
To value,” Abenoja says. 

She challenged them to discover more 
their artistic abilities by imitating real fow- 
ers, and to create other usable crafts like 
bags and caps. 

Unlike projects that end after the train- 
ing had ended, the DA regional office plans 
то hold a provincewide contest on com 
husk art making next year to encourage the 
trainees to come up with better design and 
craftsmanship, Matro says. 

Businessman Rosendo So says that he 
has contacted his friends in Metro Manila. 
to market the products locally and abroad. 
An eighthectare com exposition farm in 
Carmen in Rosales town is also under way. 
‘The sale of the produce from the farm will 
help finance the livelihood project of the 
trainees, So says. A store in front of the 
farm will be put up to display the products. 

Опе of the trainees, May Rollo, president of 
the federation of Rural improvement Clubs of 
Villasis, said the RIC will go into full production. 
of com husk ar works for export to Guam. 

She says an RIC member, who now lives 
in Guam, will market the products in that 
state "where people are fond of hand made 
products.” 
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Tips on having a truly meaningful celebration 


‘TIS THE SEASON ONCE 
again for good food, a lot 
of cheer, hope, and lets 
face it—excesses. 

This year you may want 
to do your share in reduc- 
ing your impact by having 
a truly meaningful holi- 
day celebration. 

Below are some helpful 
tips to get you started. 

Vegetables: Buy local, 
seasonal, winter vegeta- 
bles and support your lo- 
cal organic farmer and 
farmers’ market whenever 
possible. 

Avoid: Out of séason 
fruit and vegetables and 
over packaged food. 

Meat: Avoid imported 
meats that have traveled 
thousands of miles by air 
before reaching Ње 
shops. 

Wine: Check your bottle 
of wine to see if the cork is 
real. To make real corks 
not a single tree is cut 
down - just a small part of 
the bark is removed, leav- 
ing the tree alive. In fact 
insisting on real cork helps 
maintain one of the most 
environmentally. friendly 
industries possible. 

Avoid: Putting bottles 
їп the waste bin, remem- 


Waste: 


Avoid: 


better 


handcrafted 


(sc) 


berto recycle all bottles. 
Remember to 
gather up and recycle ev- 
erything from bottles and 
cans to wrapping paper 
and Christmas crackers. 
isposable items 
on the Christmas table 
and buy produce with the 
least packaging. 
Christmas Cards: Only 
buy cards that are printed 
on recycled paper. Even 
send electronic 
Christmas cards to friends 
and family on the Internet. 
and save on paper and re- 


: Throwing your 
old cards in the bin--find 
arecycling point. 
Presents: Buy presents 
that make a difference to 
the world as well as indi- 
viduals. Look for gifts 
with natural components 
such as organic cotton or 


from wood. 
Stewardship 
certified wood 
products—from “wooden 
spoons to chairs these 
products really do make а 
difference to the manage- 
ment of our forests. 
Avoid: Leaving unwant- 
ed gifts in the back of a 


cupboard. Pass unwanted 
presents to your local 
Charity shop—there is 
sure to be someone who 
will like them! 

Long lasting gifts with- 
Out the batteries: Use 
more imagination and less 
money—buy gifts that 
don't need batteries. Not 
only do batteries contain. 
all sorts of nasty heavy 
metals and chemicals, 
they also need vast 
amounts of energy to pro 
duce—well out of propor- 
tion to their power out- 
put. 

Avoid: Buying appli: 
ances like televisions and 
stereos that consume 
large amounts of electrici- 
tywhile on standby. Better 
yet, don't leave appliances 
plugged in when you're 
mot using them to avoid 
wasting energy. While 
you're atit, turn off ай the 
lights when not in use. 

Energy saving snuggles: 
Get family and friends to- 
gether, snuggle up, play 
Christmas games and 
leave the car behind. 

Wich these simple prac- 
tical ideas, you can make a 
difference not only this 
season but all year round. 
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trepreneur Freddy Gonzalez has 
made it its mission to make it 
happen through Onboard 
E Philippines, a campaign to pro 
= sapa" mote the Philippines worldwide 
минтака, сот ек; T asa premier surfing destination. 

DUM. MAYER дей Sep a nere fansi 
who picked up the sport during 
а 2005 trip to Hawaii, says the 
Philippines had a lotto offer be- 
cause the country was blessed 
with a long coastline facing the 
Pacific Ocean, which means 
there are many places that 
surfers of all levels-from 
novice to expert—can go to 
throughout the year. 

Surfers from other countries 
also relish the fact that these 
surfing sites in Zambales, Auro- 
та, La Union, Surigao del Sur, 
Catanduanes, Eastern Samar 
and Ilocos Norte are not crowd- 
ed unlike the more popular des- 
tinations in Hawaii, California 
and Australia. 
= Gonzalez admits that there 
ampie was a lot to be desired as far as 


) flights a week to North 


meraci wah bed. ашк 
aa and even мое 
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ө | 5 i кесше Бы бшсш 
To йезе Ый back ani сат 
free sports enthusiasts, the chal- 
lenging travel conditions only 
add to the thrill. As long as the 

waves are there, they're happy. 
And what's better is that they 
willing to spend top dollar 
uring fx, Gonzalez 


Enticing surfers 

This was why it was not diff 
cult for Aloha to get the Depart- 
ment of Tourism led by Secre- 
tary Joseph Ace Durano to join 
the Onboard Philippines cam- 
paign to entice surfers to come 
tothe Philippines 

m cooperation with the 
DOT, Onboard Philippines 
hopes to grow the local surfing. 
industry, explore the numerous 
‘opportunities that it presents 
for Philippine tourism as well as 
empower and support the coun- 
туб growing community of lo- 
cal surfers," Gonzalez says. 

He says the benefits from 
surfing were already being felt 
їп destinations that have been 
attracting surfers for years 

In San Juan, La Union, for in- 
stance, the number of resorts 
catering to surfers has grown 
from just three 10 years ago to 
B NG 4 about 15 toda 
[Vancouver TX Weekly New Yoik 3x daily 3 TWc kaw. E del Be 

Japanese and the Australians 
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е Recently, the provincial govern- 
ment of Eastern Samar has 
joined the effort and is promot- 
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market 


La Union, Aurora, 
Eastern Samar 
attract surfers 
from abroad 


ing Calicoan Island in Guiuan as 
atop surfing spot. 

And as more surfing sites ap- 
pear on the map, Gonzalez, an 
avid surfer and one-time profes- 
sional football player, is conf- 
dent that Aloha will grow along 
with the industry. 

He says he has always been in- 
terested in putting up a business 
related to surfing and skating and 
he finally got his chance in 2008. 


Right timing 

The time was also right to in- 
dulge in his passion because his 
other business with his wife, 
Anne, which is distributing the 
Havaianas flip-flops in the Philip 
pines, is running along smoothly 
and could now do without his 
help in day-to-day operations. 

He used to handle the logis- 
tics side of Terry S.A. but he has 
now delegated his duties to oth- 
ers so he could concentrate on 
growing Aloha. 

“it was just me doing every- 
thing at the start with Aloha, 
from ordering to selling to 
keeping inventory" Gonzalez 
says. 

He started with an initial in- 
ventory of 26 surfboards appro- 
priate for novices to profession- 
als—ranging in length from a 
little over five feet to 10 feet 
long—that were sold through 
surf shops and other consignees 
like Stoked, J&S Surfshop and 
ROXin Fort Bonifacio. 

As he sold more surfboards, 
Gonzalez expanded Aloha's 
product line to include apparel 
and accessories. Plans are also 
underway to open the first Alo- 
Ва store in January at the Rock- 
well Power Plant. 

“Hopefully, as the industry 
grows, we will be able to open 
more Aloha stores next year,” he 
says 

From a one-man operation, 
Aloha's manpower has expand- 
ed to 18 and will further grow 
to 40 by the end of next month. 

Gonzalez is bullish over the 
prospects of the surfing indusay 
because he expects more Filipinos 
to get into the sport through the 
efforts of Onboard Philippines. 

Не said Filipinos just needed 
to be exposed to the sport and to 
get rid of misconceptions, like 
that they need to be in top physi- 
cal condition for them to enjoy it 


Easy to learn 

е said that on the contrary, 
surfing is easy to learn, provides 
а good workout and is a lot of 
fun. But those who want to try 
must have a sense of balance 
and be in decent shape. They 
can start with the thick boards 
for greater flotation before they 
goto the shorter thinner boards 
used by professionals. 

Surfing is not a cheap sport, 
however, as the good surf 
boards cost Р15,000 for the 
short ones and as much as 
P40,000 depending on the 
length and thickness. 

But as Filipinos realize what 
they have right in their own back- 
yard and get hooked on the till 
that only surfing can give, Gonza- 
Jez believes that they will find it 
‘worthwhile to invest in top quality 
surfboards that Aloha can provide. 
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Count your blessings 


As we say goodbye to 2007 and hello to 2008, take the time 
to count your blessings. It will fill your heart with gratitude 
and grace, as it did for the 12 people who shared their lists 
on pages C2-4. We invite readers to email us about their 

blessings at lifestyle inquirer.com.ph. 


By Gilda Cordero-Fernando 


THELIFE DRAMA OF THE PINOY 
Islike Filipino cooking 

No recipe, no formula, 

All pakiramdam, . 
kutob and tantya. 3 
A whole lot of rekado 
Sama-sama, halo-halo 
Tikim timpla, 

Tikim timpla. 


Once removed from the stove 
You think tapos na? 

Hindi pat 

Now comes fine tuning: 
Patis, kalamansi, bagoong, 
Vinegar, garlic, toyo 

And siling labuyo! 

Ay--sarap па! 

Don't edit a French chef 

like that—lagot Ка! 


Adobo ni lola is different 

from adobo ni Nancy 

and adobo ni Rosa. 

One hundred ways to cook adobo 
Pati lumpia, pati pansit 

iba-iba. 


The pinoys tastebuds 

Are variegated— 

To originality and multi-tasking 
Нез fatally oriented. 


Ina restaurant each pinoy 
will order his own, 

But “Waiter! Put everything _ 
in the middle kasi everyone 
will share-share.” 

One slice of cake 

—six forks! 


Please pass that tuna belly, 
Patikim naman ng teriyaki! 


In da future to come 

When experiences abroad 
Come home to roost 

Ano kayang bagong potahe 
Ang susunod 

Sa choc-nut ice cream, 
Duryan pie and bibingcrepe, 
Taba ng talangka pasta, 
Sinigang na corned beef 
And kamote bread? 


Shall we ever sit down quietly 
То а meal, agreeing finally, 
Tamang tama ang timpla, 

Oh ту gulay, okay din pati kulay 


The pinoy has drunk the dregs 
of sour tuba and bitter eggs 
Husto na! Tama na! 

Huwag makibaboy, makibaka! 


AA ar 


ее 
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We're descended, after all, 

from Lemurians and Maharlika, 
We've tasted diwata wine - 

We know what it is to be sublime. 
So we mounted a revolution 
We replaced the whole cast, 
The company we've chosen 

is honorable at last. 


Joke lang! Sori, pangarap! 
Tinatawag na Forecast. 

Aalsa ba ang masa? 

Puputok ba ang upper crust? 
Kaming palaman ng sandwich 
Shake, rattle and roll 

Whom do we trust? 
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Name your blessings one by one... 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


ET'S HAVE A TRUCE ОМ UN- 
happiness. Let there be a cease- 
fire with the ugly, the petty, the 

Violent, particularly at this time of the 

year. As one of the Karamazov broth- 

'ers suggests, why don't we go out to 

the garden and praise one another? 

‘Yes, we can truly count our bless- 
ings without sounding Pollyannaish, 
in the same way we can countenance 
our realities without looking—what? 
Silas Marneresque? 

Inarecent index of happiness, three 
of the most prominent factors that 
emerged were family, job and country. 
We had known that ай along--in fact, 
its all common sense—only that we 
hadn't formally acknowledged it until 
the statistics came out. 

‘And what do you know, amid the 
muted disbelief of skeptics and apoc- 
alyptics, bleeding-hearts and contrar- 
ians, the statistics shows we are 
‘among the happiest peoples on earth. 

Despite our bottom-feeder status in 
terms of economic progress, political 
killings and government corruption 


Back to the tribe 


By Xandra Ramos-Padilla 


THERE WAS A TIME WHEN 1 LIVED. 
the expatriate life, believing that 
making it in the global scene would 
mean that I was accomplishing 
things. But I took a 180-degree turn, 
andcame home. 

T originally hesitated about coming 
home because I knew that moving 
back would mean rejoining a "tribal 
culture" and the daily routine usually 
dictated by family traditions, But re- 
flecting on the past year, I am sur- 
prised that ай the dreams I hoped for 
had been realized, and all because I 
had come home. 

In one year, I got married, got preg- 
nantand gave birth to the sweetest ba- 
by girl 

The pregnancy was very easy I 
hardly did anything except go to the 
doctor every month, drink milk and vi- 
tamins, and the baby miraculously 
‘grew inside me on autopilot. When we 
went for ultrasound and saw our ba- 
by's face, she became very real to us, 
and we prepared ourselves to be par- 
ents. 

After attending birthing classes for 
four Sundays and reading every book 
оп pregnancy from National Book 
Store, Iwas ай set for the birthing pro- 
cess, Iwas able to use the new birthing 
тоот and bed in Makati Med. My hus- 
band and mom took turns by my bed- 
side while T was being induced. We 
were just reading magazines and do- 
ing crossword puzzles while waiting. 
The baby was too cozy inside and 
would not come out. Dr. Tangkeko- 
Lopez monitored me constantly but af- 


Thanks 


then, we can still stand with heads 
held up in the community of nations. 
For one, we can always take comfort. 
in the international recognition of our 
singers, dancers and boxers. 

For another, there may be snakes 
and monkeys, crocodiles and don- 
keys in the Philippine Congress but, 
at least, they don't throw punches 
and stuff and fall into fits of scream- 
ing, slapping and hair-pulling as they 
habitually do in other countries. 

And here's the big news: In the lat- 
est intemational index on gender 
equality, we are No. 6, the only Asian 
country on the Тор 10—way above 
the United States, Japan, United 
Kingdom, Germany, France, China, 
Russia. Which means women are gen- 
erally living it up in this country 
much more than most First World so- 
cieties and the superpowers can offer. 


Everything's cheap. 

What's not news but should be a 
constant reminder to sourgrapes and 
sourpusses is that, the Philippines is 
one of the cheapest countries in the 
world. Stroll any day through our 


ter two days of contractions without 
progress, she told me I сап go fora 
third day of labor or give birth by cae- 
sarian section. So my baby was born 
оп the same day as our family matri- 
arch, which I believe will bring her 
much luck. My husband was in the de- 
livery room with me. 

When my baby was brought out of 
the delivery room, my mom leapt for- 
ward to greet her first grandchild. She 
was immediately welcomed by her 
‘new lol, lola and tito waiting outside. 


Hooked 

The baby roomed with us. My hus- 
band was afraid of carrying a tiny in- 
fant but at first cry, daddy was hooked. 
He picked her up in his arms and fell in 
love. 


It takes a tribe to raise a baby We 
stayed in my mom's house for the first 
three weeks, and we had round-the- 
clock help. My husband was very sup- 
portive during my recovery, assisting 
mein going to the bathroom or getting 
outofbed. My mother in-law visited us 
almost every day to help care for the 
‘baby. My husband became an expert in 
swaddling, burping and rocking. The 
baby's closet is now full of gifts from 
friends and family who visited that we 
hardly had to buy her anything. 

Iwas very determined to breastfeed 
the baby so she can have all its bene- 
fits, but we had a very difficult time in 
the beginning, as she and I were both 
leaming about proper latching on 
techniques. She would get angry and 
frustrated or fall asleep and we were 
worried that she was not getting 
enough food. The lactation consultant, 


From the 


By Noel and Ginggay dela Merced = 


malls and marketplaces and see for 
yourself. Where else can you get a 
slab of Chilean sea bass or fillet of 
sole for about P100? 

Culture here comes cheap. Enter 
an art gallery and chances are you'd 
find a small gem by a National Artist 
forlessthan P20,000, or even a small 
masterpiece by a master for P5,000. 

The masses are regularly treated 
to free concerts, ballets and film fes- 
tivals in parks and malis. The cash- 
strapped Pinoy is no stranger to “The 
Nutcracker" and Paganini. 

Books, too, are cheap. If they're 
not getting any cheaper, sooner or 
later they'd be put on sale at 50-per- 
cent discount or more. That 
cinéaste's bible, “1001 Movies You 
Must See Before You Die,” that we 
got for about P2,000 four years ago 
now has an updated 2007 edition for 
only P1,200. 

Cheapest of all are the bootleg 
DVDs, with a collection of up to 36 ti- 
ties ona single disc which can be had 
for Р50. Get 10 discs and you'd be 
watching one movie a day the whole 


Lita Nery came almost every other day 
to help us. She, the nurse, and my hus- 
band did ай they can to assist me with 
pillows or drinks or holding the baby's 
head. I stayed home with her so 1 
would not miss a feeding and 1 drank 
potato soup, malunggay pills and did 
everything 1 could to increase my sup- 
E 
Fertility, creativity 

in Caroline Музе book, the energy 
center for fertility is also the same as 
the one for creativity: We spent the first 
half of the year planning Crossings Tri- 
Noma, a specialty home and fashion 
lifestyle store. Ideas and images filed 
away in the back of my brain from 
travels inspired the store. Crossings 
TriNoma paved the way for two other 
stores, which we made into all-fashion 
epicenters, The Ramp Crossings Podi- 
um and Glorietta .. Building these 
stores during late pregnancy and 
launching them while taking care of a 
newbom was a juggling act. The inte- 
rior designers and the Crossings team 
Put the store together By sheer 
‘willpower and magic the team pulled 
together and succeeded in opening the 
stores with tight deadlines. So now 1 
have not just one but four new babies. 


monumental to 


Trillanes not 


the mundane 


succeeding—we 


For more eminently watchable 
copies, there are single titles on 
DVD-9 at P60 apiece. It may get oth- 
ex people's hackles up, but it can nev- 
er be denied that this is the single 
factor that has democratized art cin- 
ema to such a degree in this country. 

‘The range of tities alone is paralyz- 
ing, not to say these can be found in 
stalls from streets to malls from 
Aparri to Jolo. Here Souleymane 
Cissé's masterpiece “The Wind" jos- 
tles with the Russ Meyer gem "Faster, 
Pussycat! Kill! Kill” And a Pontecor- 
vo or Wajda political-cinema classic 
Без side by side with the contempo- 
rary cult favorite “Killer Pussy.” 


Identity and importance 

As for happiness in the workplace, 
you're more likely to find it in a 
small-paying job that you enjoy than 
in one with a humongous salary but 
with a deadening routine and soul- 
destroying compromises. A journal- 
ist's is neither big nor small, but it is 
always an important job—and that's 
what keeps our heads up high. 

Office politics can assume the hot- 


Т can now proudly look at the stores? 
eclectic mix of Asian designer brands 
as well аз talented entrepreneurial de- 
signers creating affordable Filipino 
fashion labels, and I know I could not 
have achieved this if 1 had stayed 
abroad. I like to think we are offering 
an alternative in the competitive world 
of fashion and home retailing. 

Tve gone back to work part time, 
and I break up my day so [ can о 
home to my baby to feed her. Never 
mind the hassle of going back and 
forth through the traffic. Whenever I 
need to go out, I can leave my daugh- 
ter in either lola's house with the yaya 
where there are many willing arms to 
carry her 

When I bring her to family gather- 
ings itis a joy to see my relatives faces 
light up when they see this new addi- 
tion to our family These are the bene- 
fits of living in a tribe. 

"This holiday season was the best 
опе ever as we celebrated our first 
Christmas as а family Iis tiring to run 
around to attend four family reunions 
in 24 hours, but it feels like everything 
fell into place. I can't imagine not be- 
ing part of this tribe and 1 wouldn't 
trade this Ше for any other adventure 
in the world. 


forthe balance 
By Patrick Larraga 


COMING CLOSE TO FINDING THAT PROVER- 
bial balance between work and play, profession- 
al life and private time, is perhaps the single 
mostimportant blessing оп my list. 

Despite a busy work schedule, I have had the 
time to travel to new places with close friends 
and family to share discoveries and forge 
stronger bonds with them. 

Similarly at the end of each working day itis al- 
‘ways a welcome reward to find the leisure to un- 


‘wind and re-read a cherished book or ponderafa- ^ 


vorite art piece. 

$ , Even for just a few moments, I find it particu- 
Тану fulfilling to be able to reap, as one writer 
put it, "that rich harvest of memory and intro- 
spection" at the close of each day. 


AMID THE TENSION AND STRESS 
of 2007, we look at the glass as half- 
full, and we are appreciative. From 
the monumental to the mundane, 
here's a random list of what we are 
thankful for. 

_ а new healthy baby girl, beauti- 
ful Chloe Dominique. 

_. ош parents continuing good 
heakh—nothing more important 
than health! 

... our son Noey getting a bronze 
medal in Math—yes, that's super-big 
forust 

-.. Noels improving photography 
skills, finally! The investment on the 
camera is slowly paying off 

.. ош company’s sustained 
growth, thanks to the belief, trust, 
and support of our clients and the 
media. 


have enough national problems to | 
deal with. 

the strengthening peso. 

more and more Filipinos doing 
well abroad in business, design, arts, 
and more— they make us feel so 
proud to be Filipino! 

commerce flourishing, which is 
good for the economy. 

.. the opening of Bonifacio High 
‘Street—ir's our favorite family desti- 
nation now! Beautiful park and great 
ambiance! 

.. heightened security іп malls, 
hotels—makes us feel safer cause we 
love dining out and spending quality 
family time. 

... the opening of Gap in Manila. 
Can't wait for Baby Gap as well. 

= most of all, we're thankful for 
family and friends. Theyre God's 
best gift! 


An abundance of God's grace 


By Agnes T. Huibonhoa 


IBELIEVE THAT GOD HAS ALWAYS 
watched over me and my family. De- 
spite difficulties and heartaches, 
things always fall into place in the 
end. I think it is that way for every- 
one. He just has a different way of 
‘working in each personis life. The new 
‘year is always а good time to stop and 
‘be grateful for all our blessings. They 
are so many, but what I am always 


most grateful for is the color and 
closeness in my home: Affection, fa- 
milliarity and unconditional accep- 
tance and love; support and unity that 
make all obstacles surmountable; the 
comfort of always laughing together 
and never crying alone; the warmth 
of welcoming family members home; 
the opportunity to share life and 
memories together; the daily gift of 


ing friends to share many years of 
beautiful memories with. Iam blessed, 
as well, with a career and activities that 
make me fulfilled and allow me to play 
a part їп the community. A career that 
provides me with new challenges and 
lessons everyday, as well as allow me to 
collaborate with talented people that I 
learn so much from. 

feel blessed, as well, to have place 
to always come home to and a country 
to be proud of. Despite our many diffi- 


house atmosphere of the court of 
Nero, but we can countenance vil 
lainy anytime so long as there's an ac- 
knowledgement ofa job well done, 

Now, the family—well, its just 
there. The years have gone, a few 
have passed away, some differences 
remain, a few things stay unre- 
solved, but the family is still intact. 

‘We may now be living apart lead- 
ing our respective lives, but, as with 
the typical Filipino family, we still get 
together on special occasions wher- 
ever we are. We still return to our 
parents’ places, kiss the hands or 
foreheads of elders, even go to Mass 
together. 

We know, of course, that family, 
which could mean relatives and 
friends, is the ultimate indicator of 
happiness. You may have become an 
orphan but the memory of it gives 
you confidence and strength, a sense 
of personhood, of identity and im- 
portance. 

You may be living alone but the 
thought of seeing your family sooner 
or later is what keeps you going 
through the next year 


By Pam Pastor 


T THE BEGINNING OF THE 
year, I declared 2007 as my 
year for adventure, as the 

year I would leave my comfort zone 

and try to live my life more fully Tve 
done just that—and Iam grateful. 

For the chance to be braver than 
"usual and the opportunity to take the 
plunge into new things. 

For living in a country that has wel- 
comed my explorations, that has al- 
lowed me to camp on its beaches, 
climb its volcanos and leap off its 
ањ. 

For being able to leap off other 
cliffs—big, figurative ones. 

For being able to bond with some of 

the most amazing people I have ever 

met. 

For a family that treats me like an 
adult except when a little spoiling is 
necessary. 

For friends who are my pillars, who 
have shown me unwavering love and 
support. 

For love that has led to self-discov- 


«у 

For lessons leamed after being 
trapped in a tent that was being as- 
saulted by rain, being attacked by 
‘mosquitos and falling flat on my face 
and my rump in many different ways. 

For an office that is never boring, 
for work that is really a great adven- 
ture. 

For being surrounded by people 
whodrive me to do more, who inspire 
me creatively and who make me love 
my job even more. 

For cameras that have helped me 
look at the world in a completely new 
way. 

For a great 14-day adventure that 
involved three strange cities, chasing 
monks, kiling mosquitos and taking 
over 40 rolls of pictures. 

For being freed from the bondage 
of constant blogging. 

For Multiply and the joysit brings. 

For the chance to make music and 
to have people listen. 

For bars that allow me to jump 
around onstage and don't kick me 
out. 

For people—friends, strangers and 
those in-between—who never fail to 
surprise in good and positive ways. 

For the people who make beer and 
vodka. 


Fortime. I need more of it. 


culties, I believe the Philippines has 
much to be grateful for: A warm and 
generous people; the resiliency and 
faith of the Filipino spirit, a beautiful 
and varied landscape; a rich and color- 
ful culture that is ever evolving; steady 2 
and certain progress, the bayanihan 


irit. 
The abundance of God's grace is 
felt in everything at every moment. I 
think the ability to recognize it and be 
grateful for itis a blessing in itself. 
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| By Alex Y. Vergara 


| HROUGH THE YEARS, IVE COME 
| | across a number of supposedly fab- 

ulous people who try to put on ful- 
filled, happy faces, but deep down you 
could somehow sense that something is 
amiss in their dull, miserable lives. 

In contrast, I had the opportunity to 
travel earlier this year to a remote, God- 
forsaken mountain barangay in Shariff 
Kabunsuan, Mindanao composed of in- 
digenous people called Tirurays. 

‘The day we came, the people—both 
| young and old—were in a jubilant mood 
1 since they were just discovering for them- 
| selves the wonders of electricity, thanks to 
| individual solar panels provided by the 
| USAID. Each family has to pay for the 
| panels in easy installments over the next 
| three years. 

‘The solar cells were enough for each 
household to power several lights for a 
couple of hours, a radio and a small elec- 
tricfan. 

We reached the barangay on a dump 
truck late in the afternoon. In full tribal 
garb, the people greeted us with dances 
and ethnic music coming from traditional 
instruments like bells and gongs. 

Іп lieu of fresh garlands, they wel- 
comed us with woven necklaces they 
themselves made. Through it all, I 
couldnt help but feel like a long-lost 
member of Tiruray royalty 

és probably safe to say that with or 
without electricity, this people live a hard 
life. For one, they have no running water, 
much less a water-sealed toilet, that I had 
to set aside my morning rituals until we. 
һай reached Cotabato City the next 
evening. 

Most of these folks are 
subsistence farmers who 
have to walk or ride on 


New Year countdown 


TO CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR 
countdown, Eastwood City presents 
festivities starting at 6 p.m. at the East- 
‘wood Central Plaza, with The Mem- 
bers playing songs from the 1970s. 
Then, The Bloomfields play lively 
songs from the 1960s at 7:15 p.m. 

‘At 8:30 p.m., Richard Poon sere- 
nades with standards from the 1950s. 
Then, at 10 p.m., Eastwood City wel- 
comes its new regular Monday night 
performer, Lala, with her debut rock 
alternative performance. The Rage 
band performs 1980s New Wave songs 
starting at 11:30 p.m. 

‘At the stroke of midnight, a fire- 
works display and laser lights show 
will illuminate the entire city skyline. 

Dance the night away to Brazilian 
samba and house music with Brigada 
and DJ Vhong starting at 12:30 a.m. 

“With all of these exciting stars, mu- 
sic, and fireworks show, Eastwood City 
is the best place to welcome the New 
Year with your loved ones and 
friends,” said Megaworld Corporation 
Commercial division head Kevin Tan. 

To join the New Year festivities at 
Eastwood City, call 6876770 to 74 or 
text 0917-BEWCITY. 
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horseback for several miles down rugged 
‘and muddy mountain trails just to get to the 
nearest bus stop—if there's a bus at alll to 
transport their produce. 

Risky 

1 experienced it for myself, riding in 
what they call Skylabs or habal-ha- 
bal-motorcycles that have been recon- 
figured to fit in four people including the 
driver. It was, indeed, a far ery from the 
stretch limo I once cruised in with a group 
of Filipino journalists in Las Vegas. 

Now I know what it feels like to join a 
motocross. As we zigzagged our way 
through driving rain and occasional 
bursts of lightning, with only several feet 
separating us from Kingdom Come in the 
form of steep ravines, I really thought I 
жаз going to die. 

‘And if one is brave enough to venture 
into the mountains, he's better off leaving 
the car or jeepney behind. Apart from the 
Skylabs, which charge an arm and a leg, 
the vehicle of choice in the hinterlands of 
Shariff Kabunsuan and Maguindanao is 
either a big sturdy bus or like the way we 
camein, adump truck. 

The problem was that it had rained the 
entire night and throughout the next day 
so the driver of the dump truck refused to 
drive us back to the municipio. He would 
rather stay put for fear of his truck getting 
stuck in the mud along the way. I had no 
choice but to hold on tight and leave my 
fate entirely to God and the Skylab driver. 

‘The night before, during dinner, I was 
touched to find out that the village lead- 
ers even went through the trouble of hav- 
ing several chickens slaughtered (the 
stuff must have cost them a small fortune) 


22 tocooktinola for us city folks. 
ma amazed and inspired me no 
m 


end—a spontaneous kind of joy 
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Емпу 5 Post 
Emily Marcelo 


One lucky girl 


1 HONESTLY THINK THAT 1 AM 
one lucky girl. No, I haven't won 
the lottery, or caught the heart of 
George Clooney. It just feels that 
way every time I wake up in the 
morning. 

For one, migraine attacks are now thing 
of the past and this has been such a blessing 
these past three years. It has plagued me so 
since childhood that 1 had seriously con- 
templated suicide to get it over with. 

For another, my children never gave me 
reason го worry about their physical or 
mental health. They both grew up not 
knowing drugs, drinking alcohol or seeing 
the inside of a police station. 

lam thankful for my job as an agony 
aunt. 1 get to see my name in three newspa- 
pers four times a week dispensing advice 
like I'm one of God's chosen few—not hav- 
ing problems myself. Being a radio com- 
mentator is also a Мако hounding and 
nagging people to be more aware of the 
problems of the environment and knowing 
that Tam part of the solution. 

And thank you, Lord, for defining my 
happiness in my old age into just three cate- 
gories— books, food and travel. OF these T 
fan give an accounting to You in my next 
jumey 4 
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Grateful in Shariff Kabunsuan 


mixed with hope that things were going 
to geta bit better because of the avallabili- 
ty, no matter how limited, of electricity 

Children as well as the lone barangay 
teacher and his wife were beside them- 
selves with excitement as the kids could 
now study way into the night, while 
their moms tended to various forms of 
livelihood projects such as basket weav- 
ing under a specially made fluorescent 
light. 


Forgranted 

Imagine, stuff we urbanites normally 
take for granted were now within easy 
reach of these people: they no longer had 
to go down the mountain and charge their 
cell phones in the town since charging 
was now just a plug away, meetings and 
Village dances (you'd be amazed at their 
pirated repertoire, which included Bey- 
Once, Black Eyed Peas, Pussycat Dolls 
and, of course, Madonna!) no longer had 
to be confined during the day. 

ОЁ course, the presence of electricity 
wasn't some sort of magic wand that 
could instantly wipe all their troubles 
away. For all I know, some of them might 
be more miserable now that they have ac- 
toit. 

Still, with such a development, the pros 
still outweigh the cons. Indeed, I can go 
on and on about how happy and opti- 
mistic they have become, but the points of 
my story are: 

«Мете far luckier and blessed than 
‘most other people; 

© We do no t know the value of certain 
things (and loved ones) that we normally 
take for granted—electricity and running 
water, for instance—until we lose them 
completely; 

© You are as happy as you allow your- 
self to be. In other words, you determine 
your own happiness. You're gravely mis- 
taken if you depend on others for it; 

* You can thrive, if not bloom, wherev- 
eryou're planted, be itin Manila, Cebu, or 
Shariff Kabunsuas 

You can't change certain situations 
(and that includes dead-end jobs, impos- 
sible co-workers, nosy neighbors, fair- 
weather friends and corrupt govern- 
ments), but you can certainly change the 
way you view or deal with such situa- 
tion: 

Finally, despite the bummers that 
come our way with unexpected regularity 
both as individuals and as a nation, life is 
beautiful and too precious to fritter away 
brooding over certain things, events and 
people we can never ever change—at 
least, not for the moment. 
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Blessings come 
in the most 
unexpected guises 


By Sheila Ramos n. It was never too late for 
a mother to change her ways 
and communicate better with 
herchildren. 


LESSINGS COME IN 
the most unexpected 


packages. There was a failed 
The last year started with a friendship that reminded me 
knee injury that kept me to treasure my old ones and 
wheelchair-bound, inspired me to 
but ended ша build new ones. 
round of golf on 2 Our team in 
Christmas day! Tokyo Tokyo offers 
-.. My kids start- each other great 


ed badly needing 
eyeglasses ш 
‘went on to prove 
that spectacles 
can't keep you to 
being a mere spec- 
tator in sports! 
They continued to 


support as family 
members would, 
keeping the fun in 
the job despite de- 
manding business 
pressures of an ul- 
tra-competitive in- 
dustry. 


pursue basketball, 22. VES. The year was 
karate and golf. marked by typhoons, explo- 

.. And then there are the sions, and a coup, but 
teachers, tutors, coaches, buffered by a growing culture 


doctors and, most especially, 
grandparents, who shared 
with my husband and 1, the 
daunting task of parenting! 

mo A successful surgery in 
the family proved that things. 
do work out for themselves 
somehow. 

... My two brothers who 
have settled overseas are 
finding their way back home 
through work or the holi- 
days. 


of volunteerism and charity, 
giving a lot more sense to our 
day-to-day existence. 

At the top of my list is 
the unconditional love from 
the happy boys in my life, 
which allows me to take the 
risks that I do. 

... And of course, nothing 
beats the hugs and kisses I get 
every morning which make me 
want to count my blessings ev- 
eryday, over and over again. 


8 for which 1 am thankful 
By Ria Francisco-Prieto 

7. The good health of family members aud 
loved ones 

2. The baby Pasto and 7 але expecting 

3. Paolo's new business deals and the growth 
of his current company 

GA peaceful family lige and a home full of | 
laughter ; 
5. Old and neu friends 1 
6. A good nelatisuchip with Paolo and all the 
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By Queena Lee-Chua 


STUDENTS. TEACHING DOES 
D s esci gere el a 

other professions, but the emo- 
tional rewards are immeasurable. I 
am happy that the majority of my col- 
lege students in math and psychology 
try hard to do their best, despite fami- 
ly problems or adolescent angst. Peo- 
ple say T look young for my age—the 
secret is to surround myself with 
young people. Your contagious vi- 
brancy students, is a blessing. 

Aside from teenage college stu- 
dents, І have also had the privilege 
of teaching public and private- 
school teachers in graduate school. 
Some of them are older than I, but 
their energy does not waver. One 
teacher offers free tutorials after 
classes, on top ofa tiring day of han- 
dling 80 youngsters. Another thinks 
of creative ways to help his students 
master math. A third ensures that a 
sexually abused student will never 
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Top 5 blessings 


again experience such trauma. Your 
inspiring dedication, teachers, is a 
blessing. 

Colleagues. The daily routine 

of teaching can be physically 

and emotionally draining. Not 
only do ме challenge students intel- 
lectually, we also have to practically 
act as their surrogate parents as well. 
‘Many students confide in me about 
their family and relationship issues, 
and while Lam grateful for their trust, 
helping them cope with depression, 
substance abuse, and family conflict 
is taxing. I turn to my colleagues to 
recharge myself. Your empathetic 
companionship, co-teachers, is а 
blessing. 

Табо deeply appreciate the efforts 
of my colleagues on the Ateneo Best 
Practices team, who share parenting 
insights with thousands of pubiic 
school families. They help 3rvelop 
children into citizens our country can. 
be proud of. Your unlimited generosi- 
ty, colleagues, isa blessing. 


Roots AND WINGS 
Cathy Babao-Guballa 


Friends. In our hectic lives, 
3 work is the priority. For the 

last several months, our high- 
school batch has been planning for 
our 25th reunion next year, and my 
participation so far has been to read 
e-group messages. At times, I feel 
guilty for not taking a more active 
role, but when I witness how enthu- 
siastic my classmates are, I rest 
easy. Your warm-hearted support, 
high school batch mates, is a bless- 
ing. 

Tused to host get-togethers for my 
college barkada, but again, overload- 
ed schedules get in the way. But Lam 
зо proud of them. Several are senior 
officers of big companies, yet they 
find time to volunteer in the parish 
and the community. Others are bal- 
ancing corporate life with academe. 
‘Once we brainstormed on creating a 
fund to help underprivileged kids 
have access to education. Your stead- 
fast integrity, college friends, is a 
blessing. 


Readers and mentors. It is a 
misconception to say that Fil- 
ipinos cannot do math, or that 

they do not write letters. I have re- 

ceived more than a thousand mes- 
sages from readers since I started 

writing for the молва, from a 6- 

year-old girl who sent her slum book 

picture in return for an autograph, to 

а 95-year-old engineer who asked for 

brainteasers to keep his mind active. 1 

also get more than 200 entries to ту 

Christmas puzzle contest every De- 

cember; the prize is one of my books 

(and not cash). 1 started writing for 

Lifestyle this June, and every week, 1 

hear from readers. Parents request an. 

article on communication or leader- 
ship; teachers appreciate innovative 
strategies and educators; students ask 

for tips in taking exams and m: 

ing math. Someone once asked, 

Чо you not run out of things to write. 

about?" Simple, I just open my inbox 

and find out what readers want to 
know. Your constant enthusiasm, 
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readers, isa blessing. 
Inever thought that would become 
a teacher, but with the help of men- 
tors, education has become my life's 
calling. Ateneo is my second home, 
and ат fortunate to have been guid. 
ей by Jesuits and professors from vari- 
ous disciplines. I am also blessed to be 
‘writing for the Ingumen, whose edi- 
tors, publishers, and staff have always. 
been encouraging. Publishers ensure. 
that my books remain relevant and ac- 
cessible to the public. Your steady 
guidance, mentors, isa blessing. 
Family. Sometimes we take 
our families for granted, yet 
they are the wind beneath our 
wings. Ispend hours standing in class 
everyday and my feet ache afterward. 
My husband massages them every 
night. My son pitches in, too, energet- 
ically pounding my back with his little 
hands. Our cuddles in bed are the 
highlight of my day. Your uncondi- 
tional love, my dearest ones, is the 
sweetest blessing of all. 


You are responsible for your contentment 


THIS YEAR, THE BIGGEST DECI- 
SION I made was to stop working 
full-time to concentrate on my fam- 
Яу and in transitioning my son into 
his new school. The year 2007 
taught me the valuable lesson of 
learning contentment and just al- 
lowing myself to be in God's flow in 
the different areas of my Ше, allow- 
ing Him to lead and place me where 
Tam most needed. 

always like to joke that today I 
am "poorer" in some of the things 
that 1 used to indulge in, but also 
richer in the things that truly mat- 

; ter It is human to want what is on 
the other side of the fence, but hav- 
ing learned contentment this past 
year, I've realized that everything I 
ever needed was just right under 
my nose. Oftentimes, the Lord will 
use challenges to help us learn the 
rules of contentment. 

Here are a few rules from Chris- 
tian author, speaker and songwriter 
‘Terri McFaddin on how we can be- 
gin counting our blessings and at 
tain true contentment in the new 
year. 

1 Learn how to have conversa- 
tions with God. Whenever you feel 
lonely or depressed, the natural 
thing to do is to call a friend or 
someone you can pour your heart 
to. For others, eating or shopping 
presents a temporary balm to the 
pain. It will be much easier if we 
Just sit quietly and pour out our sen- 
ments to God. "Conversations 
with God fill your heart with peace, 
contentment and joy and when you 
take the time to really listen, He will 
show you how to fill the void in a 
‘way that is practical and produc- 
tive.” 

© Learn how to give yourself 
away. When you share your time, 
talent or treasure with others who 
are in need, the Lord will give you a 
new appreciation of your blessings. 
Last May, together with friends Alya 
Honasan, Vina Francisco and Dim- 


Our Lady of Caysasay fluvial procession 


WELL-KNOWN SCULPTOR RA- 


mon Orlina and businessman Cocoy Laurel and Mica Torre Rosary vigil and sang hymns un- 
Emie Villavicencio, as her- sang songs from the play tilthe Mass the following day. 
manos mayores, revived a tradi- “Caysasay” Orlina's daughter Ningning 


tion involving the fiesta of Our 
+ Lady of Caysasay Dec. 8 and 9. 
Mass was first celebrated in 
the moming of Dec. 8, feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, at 
the old church in barrio Labac, 
ү Taal. Then Archbishop Ramon 


honor of the Virgin Mary) and 


"That evening, lines of people 
waiting patiently along the river 
bank for the Virgin's casco (boat) 
stretched to as far away as 
Lemery. 


Delightful picture 


ples Rara, I put together Silver Lin- 
ings'82, a small outreach for the Bi- 
col mothers badly affected by the 
typhoons. It was a small act of kind- 
ness in which we gave the women 
toiletry kits for their everyday use, 
but the activity gave our lives deep- 
er meaning and appreciation for the 
little things we usually take for 
granted. 

* Learn that you are responsible 
for your contentment. McFaddin 
says that it is very important that 
we do not become so emotionally 
dependent that we make prisoners 
out of our husbands, boyfriends, 
children, colleagues, and friends. 

My husband and 1 both under- 
went major career transitions this 
year and for a while it was quite 
tense in our household. We had to 
Constantly remind ourselves that 
this was another exercise where 
God was teaching us, stretching our. 
spirits so that we could learn to be 
Content under any circumstance 
and that we were responsible for 
our own contentment individually, 
and together, as а family. 

Here are some suggestions from 
McFaddin on how we can secure 
our own and our family's content- 
ment in the coming year: 


* Spend time with God every 
morning. Get yourself a devotion- 
al and a Bible and soak up His 
word. They say that the Bible real- 
ly means B-asic I-nstructions B- 
efore Leaving E-arth—a life in- 
struction manual to navigate the 
road ahead. 

© Spend time with your fami- 

1y--listen and encourage, don't crit 
icize. Children love affirmation, зо 
be generous in giving it at every 
chance you get. 
* Be slow to anger and quick to 
forgive—yourself, your spouse and 
your children. Ask yourself—is this a 
‘matter of life and death? Or, will this 
really matter 10 years from now? 

* Take a daily walk/exer- 
cise/nap--l have found the 30- 
minute power nap to be an indis- 
pensable tool in keeping my sanity. 
Parenting after 40, with all the at- 
tendant hormonal changes, both for 
men and women, can be a chal- 
lenge. Work on your strengths but 
also take extra care of yourself so 
youcan keep up with the challenges 
of parenting. Teens and young chil- 
dren require a lot of energy! 

* Avoid negative communica- 
tion. Steer clear of emotional vam- 
pires or people who enjoy putting. 
other people down. Difficult as it 
may be, pray for those who like to 
persecute you. Ler God take care of 
it 

© Don't be afraid of change, or of 
trying new things. There is nothing 
like learning new things with your 
children and going on adventures 
with your spouse or your kids. 

* Have at least one friend who 
сап make you laugh. In 2007, I 
grew immensely from the pruning 
of some relationships. In their 
place, God strengthened old bonds 
and also brought in new people, 
new experiences and new avenues 
forjoy. 

Email the author at 
babao@gmail.com 


cathy- 


PURELY PERSONAL 
Josephine Darang 


prepared for her: People kept a 


recited the luwa from memory. 
Her devotion to the Virgin of 
Caysasay was instilled in her 
by her grandmother Paulina 
Gahol Orlina who wrote the 
book “Taal” in 1982 and who 
wanted to stage a play on The 


ago. 


church in Labac is helping a lot of 
people get well. The image of the 
Virgin of Caysasay was reflected 
in the water hundreds of years 


Two women were collecting 
water from the well when they 
saw the face of the Virgin. When 
they looked up, they saw the Vir- 
gin on a sampaga tree with a 
kingfisher or casay-casay flying. 


Know your astrology allies 


By Marites Allen 


ALTHOUGH CHINESE ASTROLOGY BE- 
lieves that each of the 12 animal signs has 
its distinguishing characteristics, it also ac- 
knowledges that there are certain group- 
ings of the animal signs that tend to think 
and behave alike. Because their thought 
processes are similar, they will tend to get 
along, and are said to be supportive of each 
other. Despite their different natures, their 
actions will tend to complement and bring 
‘out the best in each other. Thus pairings, 
partnerships, and marriages between any 
two animal signs within any of these group- 
ings, also called the affinity triangles, have 
a beiter chance of success. It would save a 
Jot of heartaches then, to know who your 
astrology allies аге. 


The Competitors: Rat, 
Monkey, and Dragon 

‘These personalities are action-oriented, 
highly competitive, positive and deter- 
mined. The Rat, who is massively insecure, 
benefits from the Dragon's courage and su- 
perior self-confidence. The headstrong 
Dragon needs the craftiness of the Monkey 
or the Rats keen eye for opportunity. The 
Monkey, on the other hand, is energized by 
the Dragon's enthusiasm and the Rat's cun- 
ning and intelligence. 


The Independents: Horse, 
Dog, and Tiger 

These free spirits of the Chinese zodiac 
love freedom and are quite reckless. They 
are emotional, subjective, and highly prin- 
cipled. Among the three, the Horse is the 
strategist, but needs the Tiger's impulsive 
nature to get started, or the Dog's determi. 
nation to see that things get done. The fero- 
cious Tiger needs to be balanced by the 
Dog's good nature, while the fiercely loyal 
Dog has a calming effect on the restless 
Horse and the short-tempered Tiger. 


The Intellectuals: Snake, 
Rooster, and Ox 

‘These are the thinkers and the visiona 
ies of the zodiac. They are purposeful, con- 
fident, and have tenacious, unwavering, 
and strong personalities. The stable and 
stubborn Ox could use some of the Snake's 
charm or the Rooster’ flamboyance. The 
Snake, though naturally crafty and ambi- 
tious, will go further if aided by the Ox or 
the Rooster. The Roosters forthrightness 
will be tempered by the seductive Snake 
temperament or the Ox's rock-solid ap- 
proach, 


The Diplomats: Rabbit, 
Sheep, and Boar 

These are all peace-loving animals who 
believe in mutual cooperation. They are 
neither too zealous nor too active and also 
do not believe in accepting challenges and 
risks as they are highly sensitive animals. 
They also have great ability to elicit and 
seek sympathy hence they are considerate, 
loving, and sympathize with each other. 
The Rabbit's astuteness protects the 
Sheep's generosity The Sheep in turn bene- 
fits from the Rabbit's sense of priorities. 
The Boars strength complements the Rab- 
bits strategic thinking and the Sheep's gen- 
tle approach. 

Each of the animal signs also has a secret. 
friend to whom he/she can turn to when 
the going gets rough. The secret friends are 
the Horse and Sheep; the Snake and Mon- 
key; the Dragon and Rooster; the Rabbit 
and Dog; the Tiger and Boar; and the Ox 
and Rat. 

Ira tough time is indicated for your sign, 
you can seek the help of your horoscope al- 
lies to harness the luck of helpful people. 
One way to do this is to place a symbol of 
your secret friend or ally on your work desk 
for unseen support and to counter bad en- 
exgies. 


Aside from the Rabbit, which two ani- 
mals are known as The Diplomats among 
the Chinese zodiac? 

а. Snake and Horse 

b. Tiger and Dragon 

c. Ox and Sheep 


Trivia question 


d. Sheep and Boar 

For Smart, Globe and Sun subscribers: 
Choose from four possible answers to the 
question of the day and send to 2861. 
Call 9147888, 9147112, 4126888 or 
0920-9509390. 


TENOR Randy Gilongo, pianist Mary Ann Espina, Lay-Ann Orlina, 


the world-class 


Malarayat Golf & Country Club 
and Residential Estates in Lipa 
City for the proposed St. 


Rachel Gerodias and Ramon Orlina 


Mount ^ Also present during the dona- 
tion were Jun Araneta, resident 
manager of Mount Malarayat 
Country Club; architect An- 


У Arguelles celebrated Mass at 4 Young girls in colorful gowns Virgin, but was thwarted by above her. Therese of the Child Jesus jeanette T. Fuentebella, CEO, 
p.m. followed bya fluvial proces- making up the hila present а de- some people. ‘There is а plan to fix the sur- Parish Church. АУТ Properties; and Mike Сап; 
| sion. lightful picture. Itis called the hi- | Finally her son Ramon staged roundings of the well because Тһе MOAwassigned by group golf director. 

i Before the start of the proces- la (pull) because the women pull the play at the Cultural Center of the land around it has deteriorat- chair architect Antonio A. Tural- 

sion along the Pansipit River the lights that originate from the (һе Philippines’ Little Theater 20 ed. Those who want to help can ba Sr and vice chair architect A Holy New Year 
from Labac to the Basilica de San Virgin's carossa. years later, in July, 2006. text Ramon at 0917-8805108. Cristina V Turalba More and more people are 
Marin de Tours, soprano Апу parade is not complete Thanks to Msgr. Alberto Boon- ‘A Concelebrated Mass was seeking God in many ways. 1 
Rochelle Gerodias and tenor without a banda to provide mu- galing of the parish pastoral St. Therese church held by Lipa Archbishop Ramon have a strong feeling that the 


Randy Gilongo sang at the old 


sic. It is usually led by dancing 


council and the executive com- 


* Gahol house facing the river. majorettes. mittee, the fiesta celebration was country's 
‚ Mary Anne Espina was accompa- f L 
; Mary Anne Espi DUE de adit successful 

When the procession neared ... When the procession reached Santa Lucia well 


the house, Roselle Biscocho recit- 
ed the luwa (a declamation in 


the basilica, the hermanos carried 
the miraculous image to the altar 


The miraculous water from 
the Santa Lucia well behind the 


beside the 


The Active Group, one of the 


developers in the past 37 years, 
executed recently a memoran- 
dum of agreement (MOA) to 
donate a parcel of land located 


leading real estate 


of the 


Gate 2 entrance of the land followed. 


“Arguelles with РЕ Toti Mandanas 
of San Sebastian Parish in Lipa 
and Fr. Jun Quiambao, who will 
be the parish priest of St Therese. 

Child Jesus Parish. 
Groundbreaking and blessing of 


New Year will bring more conver- 
sions, a changing of ways. Let us 
all pray for that so when we find 
the peace within ourselves, we 
can make it a more peaceful 
world, А blessed New Year to you 
ай 
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GENEROUS gang Keren Pascual, Snow 
Queen, Ben Chan and Miguel Pastor 


DUETS partner Billy Crawford with GMA 
executives Darling de Jesus, Gigi Santiago- 
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WHITE Christmas Holiday Celebration in winter colors 


What a blizzard 2007 was 


Lara and Wilma Galvante 


FANTASTIC FRIENDS. Virgie 
Ramos and Rajo Laurel 


INQUIRER'S Thelma San Juan 
and Charisse Chuidian of 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


FREEWAY ladies Sheree 
Gotuaco, Betty Roxas-Chua and 
Katty Qu 


4 
1 
1 
а 


EMPHASIS Salon's Victor 
Ortega and Discovery Shores 
GM Jun Pareno 


"CELEBRITY Duets" helpful. 
friends Georgy Sibal, Popsie 
Gamboa and Marlon Garcia. 


“CELEBRITY Duets” Mi 


LET IT SNOW! LET IT SNOW! 
Letitsnow! 

truly had a blizzard of abun- 
dant blessings this 2007. Here is 
my ABC list of things to be 
grateful for in 2007: 

“К is for my Assumption HS 
Batch '81 classmates, especially 
Popsie Gamboa and Girlie 
son, who have supported the 
many charitable activities that I 
have gotten involved in this 
year. 

“В” is for Bench and bount 
fully blessed Ben Chan. For 
many years, Ben and his part- 
ner, Miguel Pastor, have sup- 
ported all my projects with gen- 
erous donations and prizes. It is 
always fun, especially at our an- 
nual White Christmas рат 
where they fill my house with 
Toot bags from their stores. 

"C" and "D" are for “Celebrity 
Duets.” Thanks to GMA's celebri- 
ty singing reality show, I won a 
million pesos for all the various 
charities 1 support. Moreover, 1 
have made so many new and 
wonderful friends fom the 
show-biz world. Major thanks 
goes out to all my duet part- 
ners—Kyla, Jolina, Billy, Rufa 
Mae, Mike, Arnel, Joey, Imago, 
Manilyn and Bitoy—and all 
those who sent out SMS mes- 
sages in support. Mwah! 


Canonization 

“E” is for Eugenie, as in St, 
Marie Eugenie, the founder of 
the Assumption, who was can- 
onized before а huge Assump- 
tion crowd at the Vatican in 
June 

“F” is for Firma and Freeway, 
two shops owned by good 
friends. Firma designer duo 
Chito Vijandre and Ricky Tole- 
do never fail to bring me good- 
ies from their exotic buying 
trips, while Freeway sister own- 
ers Sheree Gotuaco and Katty 
Qu are always coming up with 
new designs to enthrall me. 

“07 is for graduation, as my 
eldest son, Bryan, finished col- 
lege in May. He has truly turned 
outtobea mature and responsi- 
ble person, a son to make any 
parent proud. 

“H” is for Hollywood, which 1 
had the chance to visit with 
Bryan in November. I love d 
fact that he gave me his first 
paycheck during that visit 


ighty 8: Hayden Kho Jr. Frederick Peralta, 


Ana Theresa Licaros, Tessa Valdes, Jessica Bunevacz, Tim Yap, 


Wyngard Tracy and Manny Calayan 


АМА check turnover. Popsie Gamboa, Sea Princess, 
ina Bautista-Martin, Jojo Ongsiako, Annabelle Ва 


Alvarez and Isa Martin 


Tessa! 
Tessa Prieto-Valdes 


“T” is for Inquinen, of course! 
Special thanks go to the 
Lifestyle team—Chelo, my ul- 
tra-patient editor who never 
fails to remind me of deadlir 
Albert who makes my layout in- 


Ariadne, now a third grader at 
the Assumption whose grades 
never fail to impress me. 


Kids 

UK" is for my kids, all of 
whom continue to inspire me to 
be as best a mom as can be day 
after day. Our computer whiz, 
"Tyrone, finished grade school 
in April and is now in middle 
school at Beacon. His after- 
school tutoring needs are taken 
cared of by the Tutoring Club. 

“T is for the L 
play school of 
ter, Athena. It also sponsored 
my trip to Hollywood to watch 
the premiere of the Disney 

hanted." Thanks to 
their programs, Athena is learn- 
ing to be a most sociable tod- 
dier. 

“М” is for the Mandarin Ho- 
tel, whose various restaurants 
my family has learned to love 
on Wednesday nights, when our 
cook has her day-off. Tve also 
discovered their catering se 
vices for the first time, which no 
doubt has added quality and 
service to my party food. 

“N” is for Nivea Baby prod- 
ucts. Nivea head Rica King and 
brand manager Jackie de Vera 
chose Athena to be their spokes- 
baby this year, and she hasn't 
been the same since! 

“O” is for one million, my 
prize from “Celebrity Duets.” 
The second P100,000 donation 
was given last week to Gina 
Bautista Martin, president of 
the Associate Missionaries of 
the Assumption. 

“р” is for Palau, which I visi 
ей on the invitation of my Aunt 
Mary de Leon Rufino, to spend 


I got а downpour 
of blessings, 

from having great 
friends to winning 
“Celebrity Duets’ 


NIVEA Baby model Athena Valdes with 
Nivea brand executives Ida Dizon, Rica King 


and Jackie de Vera. 


BROTHERS bonding in Bora. 
Tyrone Valdes and Bryan Prieto 


a wonderful week scuba diving 
onboard the Ocean Hunter Il in 
December. 


Queen of Peace 

“О” is for the Queen of Peace, 
our blessed Mother Mary. I must 
have prayed so hard to her dur- 
ing our Flamenco tour of Spain 
and Portugal together with our 
teacher Ginajane Grey and my 
dance classmates this March. 

“К is for Rajo Laurel, my 
тай designer, whose 
gowns were a hit on “Celebrity 
Duets” and at the “Enchanted” 
premiere. My closet is always 
supported by his House of Lau- 
el, a fantastic fashion innova- 
tor that now has men’s and kid's 
lines to boc 

"S" is for Swatch, an accesso. 
ту Г can't seem to do without. 
Thanks to Virgie Ramos of Gift 
Gate, 1 never run out of new 
‘ways to tell time. 

7T" is for Trezza Group, my in- 
terior-design company that con- 
tinues to soldier on looking for 
projects that might interest me. 

“U” is for Urban Spa, that 

ttle spa in the Shangri- 


SPECTACULAR Dance Show of Ginajane Grey Dance and Art Center 
at the RCBC Auditorium 


HAPPY New Year! 


DRE 


graduate Bryan Prieto 


La Plaza Mall which turned 5 
this year and still continues to 
put the aah in spa. 

"V" is for Victor Ortega, who 
always makes me look my best, 
thanks to wigs, Shu Uemura 
false eyelashes and the wonders 
of Emphasis Salon. 

“W is for World of Feng Shui. 
Owner Marites Allen tells те 
that the coming year will be 
great for those born in the Year 
of the Rabbit, like me! T can 
hardly wait. 

"X" is for OS X, my wonderful 
Mac laptop that handles all my 
photo and word processing 
each week. 

"Y" is for yoga, the practice 
that keeps my world in balance. 
This year I'd like to send out a 
big thank you to my gurus Tri 
tan Choa, Pye Trinidad and the 
rest of my bikram yogis. 

“Z” is for the last but not the 
least letter in my life, my zany 
hubby Dennis, who is always 
there for me, wherever it is, (о 
clap at my singing, to edit my 
writing, го watch over my div- 
ing or to pay for my shopping. 


nail the author at 
seaprincess@inquirercom.ph 
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PROUD grandparents Alex and Mari 


PRINCESS bonding with Princess 
Giselle at the “Enchanted” movie 


premier in Hollywood 


GRADUATION PARTY. Javi and Margaret Salazar, Alex Carpo, Myda. 
Prieto, Eoin O'Neill, Andrew Prieto, Pixie O'Neill, Bryan Prieto, 


‘Tessa and Dennis Valdes 


OCEAN Hunter II dive holiday. Dennis, Tessa and Annika Valdes, 
Mary de Leon, Jojo Castor, Kimie Velhagen, Gigi Santos, Cris and 


Rommel Hinto 
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P1 MILLION WORTH OF THE HOTTEST GADGETS TO BE GIVEN AWAY! E 
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Ngayon, mas pinasaya pa ng leader ang mobile internet browsing mo! ue 
P10 for every 30 minutes lang, no per kilobyte charging pa! т 
Мау chance ka pang manalo ng Sony Playstation 3, Nokia N95 handset, R 
Ipod Touch, Nintendo Wii or a Macbook. Kaya mag-online na sa iyong S 
SMART cellphone or use it as а modem for your laptop or desktop. a 
с 
Free registration - join now! 1 
D 
Via the SMART wapsite http: /, '/wap.smart.com.ph/internet N 


or text INTERNET <name/address/age> and send to 4040 


mo opon tool Gold and Talk N Text 3G and GPRS users. боа posters eng Pyra шы 
"Promo nat open to both Corporate accounts 
Promo period: Dec. 1, 2007 to Feb. 29, 2008. Per DTINCR Fs 
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RIVERA-SAMODIO 

Ray 5. Samodio, eldest son of 
Mauricio and Juliet Samodio of 
Negros Occidental, and Ma. 
Madonna C. Rivera, eldest 
daughter of Мех and Yolanda 
Rivera of New York City, will ex- 
change vows on Jan. 5 at the San- 
tuario de San Antonio Abad in Ba- 
colod City. 

Marden Cordova Iglesias de- 
signed the bridal gown, an all- 
white silk gazar cut finely into six 
Princess panels and embellished 
оп the bodice and train with differ 


A" 


ent white and silver aurora beads, Ў 
cut glass beads and Swarovski, 
crystals. А 

An intimate wedding celebration 
for family and close friends will be 
held at the Grand Ballroom of the 
Yusay's Sugarland Hotel. 


DEINLA-CASTILLO 

Freddie Deinla, son of Isidro and Yolan- 
da Рена, will wed Sheryll Castillo, 
daughter of Elmer and Anicia Castillo, on 
Jan. 12 at the Church of Nuestra Señora de 
Gracia, Guadalupe, Makati. 

Eric Pineda designed the bride's stylized 
Filipiniana gown using handwoven pifia 
and silk gazar. Reception will be at the 
Manila Polo Club, Forbes Park, Makati. 


SAYAROT.NOBLE 

Darwin Sayarot, son of Danilo and Bet- 
ty Sayarot, will wed Jo Anne Noble, 
daughter of Blas and Mimb Noble, on Jan. 
баг San Agustin Church in Intramuros. Re- 
ception will follow at Ang Maynila of Mani- 
1а Hotel. The bride will wear a creation by 
Mila Santiago de Leon. 


DULAY- 
SANTOS 

Noel U. Dulay 
Jr, son of Noel 
Sr. and Cora Du- 
lay, tied the knot 
recently. with 
Shereen S. San- 
tos, daughter of 
Drs. Charlie and 
‘Adel Santos, at 
Chapel on the 
Hill in Nasigbu, 
Batangas. Recep- 
tion followed аг 
$опуаз Secret 
Garden їп Buck 
Estate, Cavite 


FLORES- 
FAROL 
Glenliel Т. 
Flores, son of 
Gamaliel and 
Ophelia Flo- 
res, wed re- 
cently Chiara 
Mae Farol, 
daughter of 
Perfecto and 
Westphalia 
Farol, at St 
Jerome Emil- 
jani and Sta 
Susana Parish 
Reception was 
held at the Vi- 
vere Suites Ala- 


wedding gown. 
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| We welcome announcements of wed- тес ЕТ 
dings and engagements. Submit names 


of engaged couple, names of parents, 
date and place of wedding, and gown 
designer along with a photo of the cou- 
ple and a sketch of the bridal gown, if 
any, to the Inquirer, PO. Box 2353 ж „ша 
Makati Central Post Offce ( 
Makati City. E-mail to lifesyle@in- | 


“НАМЕК, (RO 
A 


quirezcom ph. A photo ofthe bride and 
groom is required if the wedding has 
Already taken place. Announcements $ 
will be printed depending on space 
availability and at no cost to the 
senders. t 
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"SM MALL OF ASIA ава + SM MEGAMALL 634-691 619582 
ҮЙЕ sos etes Su солта. 
+ SM PAMPANGA (04953236. SM CEBU (0722222102 - SM DAVAO (082) 274208. 

“HARRISON PLAZA 626373918237841: PARKSQUARE 


NORTHMALL 925-4010 1453-0509 
5724 006754 SM VALENZUELA 2010048] 2024121 
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ALABANG 800-1726 42845 SALONGA, CUBAO 911-297 | D14267 - TRINOMA 9166208 916-6309 
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Use your Visa card to win 10 trips for 2 
to the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 


Simply register a minimum P1,000 single receipt Visa purchase for a chance to win 
two roundtrip air tickets, Olympic Games tickets, hotel accommodation and transfers for 
23D/2N stay in Beijing. You can also win limited edition Visa Olympic Games Memorabilia. 
For details, text VISA to 325 for Smart and Talk "М Text, 2361 for Globe and TM, or log on 
to www.visasupporters.com 


Promotion runs irom Novemter 15,2007 t mar 15, 2008 Terms and conditions apay 
Per DTENC Рети No. 5708 Series ot 2007. See yers tor more leat, 


Bejing 200g 


83 VISA 
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PARTNER 


QRO 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIBER- 


lay LIFESTYLE 


ums ns 4 


a B8 [s 


THE KHATRI family. Baby Ashish, Poping, Tristan, Auntie Aida, Lovely, the bride's mother Esperanza, Sarah, Carlo, Khaile, Meena, Carlos and 


Fa Г 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007 


THE COUPLE with the groom's mother Betty Chua and brother 


Edward Chua 


А medieval wedding in the highlands 


By Andy David 


Contributor 


T IS OFTEN SIMPLY A 
[= . а regal wedding to re- 

member. Very few live up to 
what often begins and ends as 
imaginations of a grand wedding, 
The few that do come true stand 
gut as the more memorable. 4,5 


THE MADRE de Dios Chapel of Tagaytay provides а quaint country setting for the regal 
wedding. 


SUNDAY CROSSWORD 


PREMIER CROSSWORD/ ву Frank A. Longo ARRIVALS 
Tonos cme 8 Onn этиште woud 8 
e uo a ы ке 
IU e Mc 
E. M EE m 
"uo ыы a 
ain? Hoang DTO WET ара шшш 
[EF Sic cha km Woh 
ba" 2 M HE a 
femen perg agria 7 Bkatomas 48 este” 99 eee 
ZEN Kag? mantie "cuim! Bes Bit 
[IO aA ЕН 
pcm UE ОА ВЫХ 
Seien "^ pamaen ey ме 
6 „Бае. LT PT 
айдай. ршен nik Baw “Poe 
Seas ЕЕ a эйи» 
"ru i Hri ds ppp 4 Seog 
Poeren, ormu О Ға sU VE ошый 
П Прон ане лет Saen о 
арача bate mng? a тш E 
ЕО "ehe ыды 74 
NA MEE eel tate “oma wicca 
Sapsap bateon Garsa "S Comm 
[o^ M E OO eria 
Eis nu" ушбу CE айы 
Зи " Dom mno M aa п ау абы 108 ee 
шо е E. DE pan 
LA Pia Gao бш: bata 
Е m E E 
m ЫШ шшш аети б ш 
na??? mayae ышк aer та наму ти О 
DONE T CE E рет тасалар 
за Broe kay Milena 18h haay Saat 25 Est 73 шын 14 Sey 
NMN o Mo EC A 
fe E io ame и Бано "saman 
«З. ый” oom mium OR шот 
Tor. SP cse BIEN T ^ pur ыж 
кис эше Geim ES 
Po m PAGA ET 
BENT "ag FI AE Er ms 
amdon ot sa au [c MEET MAE 
Ey war Ec bm m 
шил ma he т те 
т ps H 
25 2° - 
ч bs | 
br са 
| 
be > 
= 3 
em kr ! 
Б саса | 
= = аши 
іш una 
au т ag 
= 3 
be g т 
bs "e 
тє 
тє 
p тт 
тат тт 


The wedding of Sunita Khatri and 
Howard Chua was the kind many people 
dreamed of but only very few achieved. 

Sunita is the daughter of Esperanza Aba- 
los Pastor and the late Manohar Parmanand 
Khatri. Howard is the son of Betty Chua and 
thelate Miguel Chua. 

The posteard-pretty Madre de Dios 
Chapel in Tagaytay, perched on a hilltop 
and overlooking scenic Taal Lake, was the 
perfect setting for the wedding. 

The weather was mild and cool, the at- 
mosphere, serene. Robert Blancaflor was 
the genius behind the opulent yet elegant 
decor of the chapel. 

‘The Manila Philharmonic Orchestra and 
the Ateneo Glee Club performed for the 
guests who eagerly awaited the bride and 
groom. 

Friends and family flew in from Canada, 
China, Europe, Hong Kong, Switzerland, 
‘Taiwan and the United States. The women 
of the entourage, close family members and 
friends, looked regal in Grecian-inspired 
gowns complemented by fur shrugs de- 
signed by Jerome Ang. 

The men were elegant in crisp black tux- 
esand suits. 

As the first notes of the Wedding March 
were played, the chapel doors opened re- 
vealing the bride, a beautiful willowy vision 
in delicate champagne color. 

Sunita's wedding gown, also by Ang, fea- 
tured a fully beaded corset and a flowing 
skirt and train of shimmering silk organdy, 
complemented by a petaled shrug. 

The bride's makeup by renowned Lourd 
Ramos highlighted her bright, natural per- 
sonality. A beaming Howard waited at the 
altar in an off-white tux, a sharp contrast to 
his all-black entourage. 

Most Reverend Teodoro Buhain Jr, Aux- 
iliary Bishop of Manila, performed the cere- 
mony. Readings were carefully selected by 
the bishop and the couple's close friend 
Shyla Marquez 

After the ceremony, cocktails were 
served at the chapel gardens, giving every- 
One a chance to enjoy. the magnificent 
Tagaytay sunset. 

Guests were then taken by a funicular 
train to the reception, the route giving 
thema unique viewpoint of Tagaytay. 

At the Tagaytay Highlands Golfers 
Lounge, guests were greeted by a grandiose 
spectacle designed by Blancaflor that trans- 
formed the area into a romantic medieval 
court filled with flowers, rich drapery and 
opulent chandeliers. 

The majestic gazebo from Ruel Orduña 
alongside the decorative tents and Gold 
‘Tiffany chairs by Tess Broqueza, enhanced 
the medieval look. 

Table settings, inspired by the Arthurian 
Round Table, were done by close friend and 
associate Michelle Sadiasa. 

The buffet offered a feast fit for a king. 
No less impressive, the desert table fea- 
tured a lengthy line of sweets designed by 
Christina Rivera of Sweet Bella. 

Music by the Manila Philharmonic Or- 
chestra and voices of the Ateneo Glee Club 
filled the hall. With the temperature drop- 
ping to 9"C at one point, even the tents be- 
came foggy. 

The entrance of the bride and groom was 
signaled by resoundingly joyous music, (ес 
sparks and glittering silver confetti. 

Sunita had now changed into а crystal- 
beaded backless gown. Lee Llamas took 
photographs of the once-in-a-liferime event. 

‘A touching audiovisual presentation, “A 
Fairy Tale Love Story" was produced by 


AT THE altar with Bishop Ted Buhain 


NEWLYWEDS 


Howard and Sunita 
‘Chua (née Khatri) 


close friends. It traced the beginnings of the 
couple's romance, from the time a mutual 
friend introduced the two to the 8-year 
courtship. 

Howard described his new bride as “My 
friend for years, my girlfriend for eight and 
my wife... forever..." 

It was the touching highlight to a roman- 
tic wedding. 


THEPICTURE- 
PERFECT couple 
with friends at the 
beautifully styled 
reception by Robert. 
Blancaflor 
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Some 

of the 
unique 
things 

at Lamuro 
are 

of the 
fancy 
variety 
that is 
the stuff 
of glossy 
travel 
magazine 


spreads 
deut 
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just like | 


By Emmie G. Velarde 


HERE'S А COCONUT TREE TO THE 
| right of the patio, facing the sea, that 
the boatman Delfin would eagerly 
climb so we could get our fix of fresh buco 
juice any time of day for three days, the 
whole length of our stay. 


Christmas is usually the time when you enjoy 
sumptuous feasts that are high in cholesterol. However, 
high cholesterol level may lead to stroke or heart 
attack 


Greet the New Year with good health. Fight back 
with C-Lium Fibre! 


C-Lium Fibre is made from 100% natural psyllium 
husk, probably the best dietary fiber in the world. It 
effectively binds with the cholesterol secreted in bile 
acids and flushes it out of your body before it is 
absorbed in the bloodstream. That's why a daily 
intake of C-Lium Fibre, together with а diet low in 
saturated fat and cholesterol, can help you maintain 
a healthy heart 


Protect your heart this holiday season. 
Make C-Lium Fibre your daily habit! 


е латта 


= LOVE FOR LIFE 


' High Cholesterol? 


A Healthy Stomach Helps Prevent Heart Disease 


Fer еби, mal wat Mestyle@inguirer:com-ph 


Website: wingurerreti 
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НС yet imperfect 


For sure this is what Eiichi—our Japanese guest on а 
first venture out of the United States, where he 
lives—will remember most about Lamuro Resort in El 
Nido, Palawan. 

Within the hour of our arrival, he had found a 
mantra--“Buco ... now"—and a new friend in Delfin, 
‘whose name he struggled to pronounce till the day we 
lef 

"nuce 


— 


In style. 
In toucb alwa 


E sei Search package 

“Internet functionality and fast network 
* Full video telephony 

* Dual camera (1.3MP and VGA camera) 
* MP3/MP4 player 

* Bluetooth connectivity 


It’s 3G technology at a price within your reach 


o 7 


[a 


о 


Google Search Video Telephony 


3G Experience 
LGMobile 
KU380 


LG Electronics Philippines. 


JSF. Legaspi St, Maybunga Pasig City - Tels. 641-4181 to 85 * Fax 640-0460, 642-0226 - Той Free No. 1-800-10-6402525 (Free provincial calis) ° CIC Hotline (02) 640-2525, 0917-8242525, 0920-9002525 
com 
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Certainly, there are other unique things 
about the place—owned by Australia- 
based businessman Pablo “Boy” Tagle—a 
few of them of the fancy variety that is the 
stuff glossy travel magazine spreads are 
made of. 

Foremost of these will have to be Cadlao 
Island fronting the property, just distant 
enough to cut a dark and ragged, and mys- 
terious, silhouette. Another is the main 
house at dusk when, returning from a day 
of island-hopping, we were amazed at how 
the lights seemed to set it ablaze. 

‘And, for the adults in our party of eight, still 
another has to be the kiosk at the far end ofthe 
garden—actually the massage hut—where 
ош faculties for worrying were gently stilled 
by the hands of Eva, the chief therapist, or 
washed away by the sounds of the өші: 

Sometimes in November, though, these 
sounds go from stirring, to hypnotic, to 
fearsome. According to Lyden, acting man- 
ager, waves had come up to the edge of the 
Jawn the previous week. 

I suspect there is a pattern to those 
sounds that is identifiable if one sits out 
there long enough on the rickety iron 
swing—not the old hammock next to it that 
guarantees 40 winks—and really listen, 

1 маз ecstatic to pick out four seconds of 
total quiet after every seven uneven sets, fol- 
lowed by a sudden pounding and a mighty 
swoosh. But that sense of knowing did пос 
last very long, the sea being, I bet, a woman 
who frowns upon being figured out. 

In many ways, Lamuro—named for the 
barangay where it is located—is like home. 
You get the snugly familiar as much as the 
uncomfortable, the idyllic as much as the 
imperfect. 

There is no swimming pool, ergo no 
poolside where a Tom Cruise or Bryan 
Brown type fixes cocktails at an outdoor 
bar. The garden is just grass, а sprinkling of 
perennials, and the fruitladen coconut 
trees. 

But the rooms have full air-conditioning 
and hot showers, and the kids were thrilled 
by the very idea of loft. 

We were served a great deal of food as 
well, which came with the package. The 
first meal was quite а treat, since we had 
left home at 5 a.m. to catch the SeaAir flight 
at 6:30 to EI Nido via Busuanga. 

“And so we were sufficiently distracted for 
exactly an hour and a half, the time it took to 
have lunch (the 18-seater plane lands at El 
Nido airport just before noon) and settle n 

Immediately after coffee, we were rest- 
less. The efficient resort staff, which really 
seemed like а household's, was prepared 
for that, Soon enough, the waiter Oscar had 
discarded his apron and announced he was 
our tour guide now (we would find out lat- 
er that Delfin was also chief of mainte- 
nance; and Eva, chief of housekeeping). 

А boat materialized on the beach. As 
Delfin prepared to load a small sack of buco, 
he said we were going snorkeling 


Afternoon delight 

Bucal beach was a delight. There wasn't 
a lot to boast about in the snorkeling de- 
partment, but the photo-op was great, and 


CADLAO island in the distance just has to be Lamuro's top attraction. 


the overall feeling was that this part of th 
world was worth all the hassle and the wai 
ait, what hassle, indeed? 

Even an unexpected drizale was totally 
welcome, except when we sailed back at 
sundown, wrapped in wet towels and 
chased by a chilly wind. 


Istand-hopping 

Close to 300 snapshots can't be wrong 
They confirm the outstanding recollection 
of island-hopping on our second day: A 
thousand shades of blue melting into 
green, with intermittent splashes of bright 
orange and yellow, the colors of life vests 
that we were obliged to wear like second 
skin. 

Oscars sparse, tentative chatter is com- 
mitted to memory as well. The world-fa- 
mous bird's nest was still harvested in El 
Nido, he said over the drone of the boat mo- 
tor, but the volume had been regulated, lest 
the migrant birds never came by again. 

"This island on which we were to set up 
lunch was named after a Japanese diver, 
Oscar said, as we disembarked on Simi 
Island after a whole morning of kayaking 
and more snorkeling in the famed Small La- 
goon, The diver was trapped in a nearby 
underwater cave and never emerged, his 
body was never found, Oscar added 

Two European tourists walked by and 
stopped a while to admire the able setting 
of fruits, barbecue and buco juice. We won- 
dered whether to invite them to the meal 
but decided against the idea, noting that 
they had company just a few meters away 
and another small Boat was approaching, 


Sunday LIFESTYLE 


SOLITUDE isa refreshing experience. 


ELNIDO isa thousand shades of blue melting into green. 


like home... 


The Big Lagoon looming incredibly 
grand right before your eyes beats the best. 
and biggest posters of it. To sound shame- 
lessly cliche and say its everything you'd 
expect and more, would be just half of the 
sory. 

‘And stopping for aromp on Snake Island, 
actually a long sandbar, it was hard not to 
wonder, "Did the Red Sea really part when 
it supposedly did, or had the Israelites sim- 
ply come upon one such whim of nature? 
(oke) 

That splendid second day was capped 
with a stop for refueling at the town 
proper, where we found Arts Cafe, and 
bought what is now our favorite rain- 
maker in a growing collection—almost 
two minutes of gentle rain sound—and 
mot the most expensive of the lot, ei- 
ther! 

Back at Lamuro Resort that evening, a 
homemade chocolate cake was waiting for 
ап already overwhelmed birthday celebra- 
tor, who gushed, “Оле more surprise and 
Td be over the moon.” 

Well, over the moon she went just less 
than an hour later at dinner, when an 
acoustic duet took one corner of the patio 
and started singing her favorite songs, 
while she tried not to choke on succulent 
= lobster 

It was, according to Shayne, Lyden's co 
manager, the resorts final treat for all de- 
parting guests 

That weekend, we were all the guests 
they had. Ah, precious fortune! 126 never 
easy to leave behind. 


Special family package 
CENTURY PARK HOTEL IS OFFERING 
local residents until Jan. Б а special fam- 
ily package for P5,555 net per night. The 
package includes breakfast buffet for 
two adults and two kids (children 12 
years old and under), swimming pool 
pass, free use of the gym and other free- 
bles. The package also includes a basket 
filled with products from Tanduay, Chips 
Delight, Smileys, Nai-Cha milktea, 
Freshen Candy, Fruitella, Dynamic Ener- 
ay Drink, etc. (5285855 or 5288888) 


Budget-friendly trips 
LET VICTORY LINER GET YOU TO. 


TRAVEL BRIEFS 


amazing places without exceeding your 
budget. Plying the northern route for 
more than 62 years, Victory Liner offers 
‘comfortable economy trips to key desti- 
nations in Cagayan Valley, Banaue, 
Zambales, Pangasinan, Pampanga and 
many other places. Victory Liner termi- 
nals are strategically located across the 
‘metropolis for easy access (3642925, 
0917-8425463, 3611514, www.victory- 
liner.com). 


“Specialists on fam tour 
NORTH AMERICAN TRAVEL AGENTS 
toured recently Manila, Bohol, Cebu, 
Palawan and Corregidor as part of the 


Department of Tourism's (DOT) Philip- 
pine Specialist Program. Thirty agents 
from 16 US states and two Canadian 
provinces, "Philippine Specialists,” visit- 
ed the Chocolate НИЕ in Bohol and Puer- 
to Princesa Subterranean River National 
Park, as well as different beach and dive 
destinations in Bohol, Cebu and 
Palawan. They also made a courtesy call 
on Secretary Joseph "Ace" Durano and 
Planning and Promotions Undersecre- 
ary Eduardo Jarque Jr. The specialist 
program is a DOT online educational 
program for travel agents in North Amer- 
ica that introduces participants to major 
Philippine tourism destinations. 


Wa 
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Philippine Specialis 
Graduates 


THE PHILIPPINE Specialists visit Tourism Secretary Joseph Durano (seated) and 
Undersecretary Eduardo Jarque Jr. (left, first row) at the DOT office in Manila, 


Enterprenuer of the Year Bounty Agro Ventures Inc represent- 
ed by Joven Dy and Mark Trias awarded by SM Supermarket's 
President Herbert Sy and 5М'з President Tessie Sy-Coson. 


SM Supermarket recent- 
ly presented The Golden 
Cart Award, the most pres- 
tigious award in the super- 
marketindustry. Thye cere- 
mony, which took place at 
the Science and Discovery 
Center at the SM Mall of 
Asia, significantly high- 
lights how forward-looking 
SM Supermarket is in its in- 
novations and customer 
service. Itis a testimony not 
only to the SM Supermar- 
ket's market leadership and 
consistency, but also the 
trust and acceptance it has 
earned by bringing quality 
products and excellent ser- 
Vice to its consumers for 
many years. 

The Golden Card Award 
is the first local supermar- 
ket award to recognize the 
Best Trade Leaders in the 
different aspect of the su- 
permarket industry. A sym- 
bol of excellence in creat- 
ing advancements in retail, 
the award is given to Trade 
Partners who exemplify SM 
Supermarket's dedication 
to being the First and the 
Bestin the business. 

All nominees were metic- 
ulously screened and cho- 
sen with all departments 
and aspects of the retail 
hosted business | development, 
ihe22nd | marketing support, replen- 
Golden Cart. ishment, and distribution of 
ула logistics support. 
SMScience Тһе highest award of the 
Discovery night is given to the super- 
Center. markets Most Outstand- 

ing Trade Partners for 
overall excellence in ser- 


SM Supermarket's President Mr. Herbert 
Sy welcomes Trade- Partners during the 
22nd Golden Cart Award at the Science 
Discovery Center. 
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SM Supermarket awarded its outstanding. 
trade partners in the 22nd golden Cart 
Award at the SM Science Discovery Center 
at SM Mall Of Asia. 


Christine 
Jacobs- 
Sandejas 


dancers 
shows 
theirfutur- 
istic moves 
during the 
awarding. 


Diva Zsa-zsa Padilla per- 
formed during the award- 


А1 of Asia's Planner. 


Best Marketing Relations or the Darling of the 
Buyers" , Jun Alberto of Royal Processing & 
Canning Corp with SM Supermarket's President 
Herbert Sy and Annie Sy Go. 


$ ing night. 
A Mara Sy-Coson endorses the 
W limited edition of 2008 SM Mall 


Francisco Lazarte and Allan Roe Ardosa of JS Unitrade re- 
ceived the Golden Cart Award for National Partner of the 
Year from President of SM Supermarket Herbert Sy and 
President of SM Tessie Sy-Coson. 


|] 
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Unilever Phils Inc. bagged the highest award of the night Most Outstanding Trade Partner-Global 
Partner of the Year, and other awards like Outstanding Store Relations, Most Progressive Overall 
Customer Service Level, Best In-store Campaign of the Year and Most effective (Ад) Campaign of 
the Year. 


Vice level, marketing and Bounty Agro 
promotions, and store rela- 
tions. These include 


Ventures tional; Partner of the Year 
Inc., for Entrepreneur ofthe and Unilever Phils Inc., for 
the Year; JS Unitrade for Na- Global Partner of the Year. 


Other Trade Partners that brought home 
the Golden Card Award are: 


San Miguel Corporation (CKAG) - Most Innovative Company - 
Unilever Phils. Inc. Food Division - Most Progressive Customer Service Level 
Colgate Palmolive Phils. - Most Creative in-Store Display 
Paotsin - Most Competent Food Concessionaire of the Year 
Knorr Sinabawang Gulay - Most Effective (Ad) Campaign of the Year 
Unilever Phils. Inc. Food Division 
Coca Cola Вошег Phils. - Most Progressive Trade Partner of the Year 
Digital Isus Corporation - Outstanding Service Partner of the Year 
Blue Mountain Worldwide Dist. Inc - Outstanding Store Concessionaire 
Unilever Phils. Inc. Food Division - Outstanding Store Relations. 

San Miguel Corporation CKAG (Purefoods) - Excellence in Merchandiser Performance- 
Choice Harvest- Excellence in Account Management 
MGM Chemical Industry Co. - Excellence in Delivery Service 
Green Cross, Incorporated - Excellence in Overall Customer Service Level 
Unileve Phils. Inc. Non-Food Division - Best In-Store Campaign 
Jun Alberto of Royal Processing & Canning Corp - Best Marketing Relations 
Belo (Intelligent Skin Care Inc.) -Breakthrough Product of the Year 


Breakthrough 
Product of the 
Year- Belo (In- 
telligent Skin 
Саге!пс.)( 
From left) SM 
Supermarket's 
President Her- 
bertSy, Belo's 
Cristalle 
Henares, Greg 
Banson, E 
Reoduque, Ler- 
ma Mendoza, 
Dodie Borja, 
SM's Annie Sy 
Go, and Belo's 
Dennis Guieb. 


3 postpaid lines under 1 plan. Better handsets. Stronger network. 
Enjoy calls within your GOLD Trio Plan for only P 4.00/min. 


Choose any combination of 3 from these colored-screen handsets. 


Alcatel C560 Samsung C140 Nokia 1600 


GOLD TRIO PLAN 1200 


Get a camera phone with any Package. Choose Package 4 
and you get 3G and Bluetooth connectivity with the LG KU250. 


d 


© = 
10 KU250 Nokia 2630 Nokio 6070 Nokia 1600 


Package 1 Package 2: Hen es Package 4: 

i Nokia 6070 + 1 LG KU250 + 

lokia 6070 + 2 Nokia 2630 + 2 

3 Nokia p 1 Naka 1600 1 Nokia 26304: 2 Nokia 1600 
1 Nokia 1600 


Also available: 


GOLD TRIO PLAN 500 


Get 3 Nokia 1110i phones 


4| New applications are subjecto a 24month lockin period. Credit guidelines will apply. Download application forms at www.smart.com.ph/gold 
| Bring the following documents: Valid ID, Proof of Biling, Financial Documents (COE or W2). 

4 | Subscribers can also avail of these handsets via credit card application together with a valid ID. 

{ | For details call “888 through your SMART cellphone, 888-1111 via landline or visit any SMART Wireless Center. 


тир ритм 


КЭК Тул 


* See flyer for details. Promo extender 
7 ended until December 31, 2007. Por DTNCR Permit No. 4410. Series of 2007. Approved by DTENCR. 
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Mexican filmmaker ‘not ==...’ 
obsessed” wit 


ms feedback: inquirer 


nt rameragelitymessage to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or email us at etertainment@inquireccom ph 


ex 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. Gustavo Loza conducts Mowelfund 
Photo courtesy of Mowelfund 


firsttime Manila visitor himself from his Filipino counterparts 
Gustavo Loza couldn't con- 


tain his excitement over his trip to 
Quiapo. 1 

Тһе downtown tour was the "culminat- ? ” 
ing activity” іп a three-day directing work- ink nature in, ^. É 
shop that he conducted recendy at the а < 
Mowelfand Film Institute in Quezon City. i РАА Э : 

The intensive workshop was spearheaded 'ou're drinkingguice from 

| by the Mexican embassy and Mowelfund. 

| Among the 35 workshop participants were 

| "Young Filipino Rlnunakers Emman de la 
Cruz and Mike Daghalan. = Үсен 

Loza had been determined not to limit фра бет 
his visit to the posh malls of Makati, where 
his Him “А Ото Lado" was screened. 

‘Also in Loza's itinerary, according to Nick 
Deocampo, Mowelfund director, were 
Pagsanjan, Intramuros and the shanty 
towns of Sampaloc. 

A Net report says Loza, whose "Al Otro 
Lado" was the Mexican entry to the Best 
Foreign Language race at the Academy 
‘Awards last year, hopes to work with Latino 
Superstars Javier Bardem, Benicio del Toro 
and Andy Garcia in his next movie 

(This interview with Inquimer Entertain- 
ment was conducted with translator Carmi- 
ma Silverio ofthe Mexican embassy) 


M EXICAN FILMMAKER AND Workshop, and says he learned a lot 


What wasit like for you, interacting with 
the Filipino workshop participants? 

Muy satisfactora. Some of the partici- 
pants already had past filmmaking experi- 
ence, which enriched the workshop all the 


What questions did they ask? 

{They were] very interested in the new 
wave, the new generation of Mexican film 
makers ...in the way things are develop- 
ing- visually and in terms of content. 


How do you position yourself in this new 
wave? 

1 see myself... following in the footsteps 
of Alejandro González Iñárritu, Alfonso 
Cuarón and Guillermo del Toro. 


Those Mexican filmmakers have been 
discovered by Hollywood. Are you will- 
ing or ready го go Hollywood? 

‘My only aim is to tell the stories that ind in- 
teresting. My goal isto reflect life as honestly as 
T сап, ІНІ were given opportunities to work in 
other countries, Га be willing to go. If its in 
Hollywood, so be it. But Tm not obsessed with 
making Hollywood movies 


‘Why are you shooting in Quiapo? 
The [workshop] participants will make a 

10-minute short film from that exercise. 1 

want to see Quiapo through [their] eyes, 


How familiar are you with Filipino 

‘The workshop participants gave me sam- 
ples of their works, so I'm bringing home 
lots of Filipino films. 


What have you learned from them so 
far? 

‘That we share a lot of things in common. 
Religion, food. 125 surprising that I'm miles 
away from Mexico, but 1 still feel at home 
here. Another important thing Ive noticed 
is that Filipinos are more Latin than Asian 
jn temperament. The stories in Mexico and 
the Philippines seem parallel. 


“Amores Perros" could have been set in 
Manila, 

Yes! We were both under Spanish rule 
and there's also US influence in our soci- 
eties. We have the same social and econo: 
іс problems, especially in the big cities: 
poverty, inequality, instability. we 
face the same problems, we can also work 
to overcome these obstacles together. 


What are the stories yowa me overin Nothing Beats 100% 


your movies? Because you always want to give 100% in every task, you'll love Tropicana Gold. 


Pd like to speak about the human condi- P r ас 2 


tion, But like to present things in a positive 
min C, which is an important antioxidant that 


light. The tradition in Mexico is to show the 
‘worst in Mexican society. To tackle the grit- dni 
ns Potassium and has no Sodium; and diels — mmm 
i sodium may reduce the risk of high blood pressure G i 
tendis cone ony ton Тората Gold 100% Orange e OLD 


ty harsh realities of life. What I try to do is 
So when you drink a glass oi Tropicana Gold 100%, you're not just 


Опе pack contains the real juice g 
iis a goo 


хо show hope and possible solutions to the 
problems. For me, it's important to show 
life through children's eyes because they 
look at the world with innocence and a 
sense of magic. 


and stroke. All these пе 


rinking juice, you're drinking 100% Nutrition from Nature, 


Magical realism is a tradition in Latin 
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Your life as a movie 


CINEMA 


SHAREA MOVIE WITH A LOVED охе 


Celebrate New Year at SM Cinema 
with the stars of 


пкшК п 


Jennylyn Mercado, Benjie Paras, 
Bryan Revilla, Jolo Revilla 


Meet-and-Greet activity 
on December 30 (Sunday) 
at the following SM Cinema branches: 


North EDSA, 1:00 p.m. 
Megamall, 3:00 p.m. 
Manila, 5:00 p.m. 
Mall of Asia, 7:00 p.m. 


An official entry to the 
33rd Metro Manil Film Festivo-Philippines 


NOW SHOWING AT 
ALL SM CINEMAS NATIONWIDE 
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(SAAN SAKALI, INDIO ISAKAL, SAKALI, SAKLOL 
KATAS nG SAUDI Ero ЕСІТТІ 
зменуманнае (044100920137 ENTENG KABISOTE 4 3aESIKLO na 
#SAKAL, SAKALI, SAKLOLO (SHAKE, RATTLE & ROLL smoHYCIARK 4042025 04445. 


‘smerrvenuno (09272970990. 
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MOVIESSCHEDULESPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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America. Do you use that in your 
movies? 

In a way In one scene in “Al Otro La- 
do," I did that by recounting a Mexican 
legend. It definitely enriches my movie 


and connects it more to my people. 


Which filmmakers do you admire? 
have great respect and admiration for 
Guillermo del Toro (Par's Labyrinth”), 


utut ду maurer. 


who is a friend. Aside from being a great 
filmmaker, he's a great human being. You 
can see that in his movies. aso respect 
Guillermo Arriaga, scriptwriter of "Babel" 
and “Amores Perros." He's been a friend 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Mexican filmmaker “not obsessed’ with H'wood ....... 


for years. His own life story has been a 
continuous struggle as well 


What are your future projects? 
My next movie, tentatively entitled 


“Family Dreams,” tackles the story of a 
gay couple who wants to adopt a child. 
Jt asks the question, "Is parenthood а 
privilege exclusive to heterosexuals?” I 
plan to star shooting nextyear...” 


[now SHOWING!) 
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FREE Christmas Gift Bag for every P300 worth of purchase, =s, 
See leaflets for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 42-466, Series of 2007 


lovember 15 to December 31, 2007 
SÉ ENTENG KABISOTE 4 ka e 


Christmas Gift Box Promo. 
Geta FREE gift box for a minimum purchase of P3,000 
atany Greenbelt establishment. 

Per DTI-NCR Permit No. A2-490, Series of 2007. December 1 to 31 
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Gya atina NA SANG 

Ayala Center Cebu 

February 2-3 

1pm, 3:30pm а 6:30pm, 


daa bt yan ee И} 


Promo Period: November 14 to December 31, 2007, 


Aaya Mall, Cinemas... Beyond Movi! 


i Emiano 


E 


um ў 
REENBELT “TOWN. 
К. AYALA CENTER 


эи т 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 30,2007 | PHILIF ANE DAILY INQUIRER 


Ма 


жом СЫ 


p 


E-mail: entertainment@inquirercom.ph 


ШММГЕМТ 


Textus your feedback inquirer ene rame/age/cityirmessage to 
i 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Still “Enteng” vs “Sakal” 


“ENTENG KABISOTE 4” LEADS AT THE 
tills with P42 million on the third day of 
the MMFF followed by “Sakal, Sakali, Sak- 
lolo,” P39M, and “Shake, Rattie and Roll 


9,” P27M, according to Ric Camaligan, 
MMFF executive committee member. Total 
nationwide earnings at press time is P129 
million. Bayani San Diego Jr. 


Latest singing buddies: Gretchen 
and partner Tonyboy Cojuangco 


By the Inquiner Entertainment Staff 


WHO WOULD THINK THAT MEDIA 
mogul Tonyboy Cojuangco is also a bud- 
ding singer? 

At the Christmas party for one of his 
companies, he reportedly belted out 
“What a Wonderful World." 


‘According to partner Gretchen atan?) 
Barretto, he has also consented “SiDingdong Dantes ang | 
Hd а dee on her: деш ср RusHES Aue D | 
(which will be given away free, to ian kong. Si Ding- 
friends and fans) SUNDAY ong Dantes ang mystery guysa 


Why this sudden musical tum? It 
must be because Tonyboy has the 

same throat 4640} as Dame Julie 

Andrews. But wait, hasn't she stopped 
singing? 

Proud daughter 

Beautiful Actress was accosted by Catty 
Director ata show biz gala. 

"With the intent of shocking the girl, CD 
quipped: "Do you know that your dad was 
the boyfriend of Ms. So and So?” 

‘Unflappable BA retorted, without missing 
abeat: "I know!” 

CD told Rushes, «1 should've said her dad 
was also the boyfriend of one of the richest 
gay men in the country! Wonder how she'd 
take that?” 

Kissing bandit 

Pretty Young Thing met Married Celebrity 
during the shoot for а TV commercial. Ac- 
cording to PYT, MC practically begged for 
her cell phone number. 

Next thing you know, she was "forced" to 
share a “torrid” screen kiss with MC—and 
MC's wife threw a mega-size tantrum dur- 
ing a recent family vacation in Boracay. 


Network rigodon 

ABS-CBN's Angelika de la Cruz is head- 
ing back to ОМА 7, and GMA 75 Ага Mina 
is reportedly taking Angelika's place on the 
Kapamilya aftemoon soap, “Prinsesa ng 
Banyera.” 

Ara confirms that she is, indeed, appear- 
ingon “Prinsesa,” 

She supposedly got irked after GMA 7 
tapped her to play JC de Vera's mom on the 
new soap, “Babangon Ako't Dudurugin Ki- 


та? Mom? Ouch. 


Top of the tabloids 

‘The top show biz stores in local tabloids 
this week. (And why we are moved, if we 
aremoved.) 

“Nakitang magka-holding hands sa Duty 
Free..Willie Revillame, Cristine Reyes 
may relasyon? (Isn't she back with Dennis 
Trillo? Well, as Ate Ara would say “Malaki 


PARIS AND 
NICKY Hilton are 
seen in this file 
photo doinga. 
promotional tour. 
of Japan fora 
fashion brand. 
Thecelebutante 
sisters’ potential 
inheritance 
dramatically 
diminished after 
their grandfather. 
Barron Hilton. 
announced plans 
on Dec. 26 to 


donate 97 


na siya!” 

trick Garcia at Cogie Domingo, 

nagsasangla ng cellphone ‘pag natatalo sa 

casino?! (Small біте.) 

“Patrick kinabahan sa pagpapa-sexy ni 
Jennylyn! (May secret kaya?) 

“Programa ni Mel Tiangco sa СМА 7 

tsugi na! (Di napatumba ang tinap- 


buhay namin. Ay, anuvayun?) 
“Marian agaw-eksena sa Des- 
peradas! 
"Richard Gutierrez feel dyowain si | 
Jewel! (And thats our word of the week, 
по contest) 


“Richard at КС, magkaibigan lang kuno! 
(This teamup Б not going to бу 
guys—kahit pa-survey pa natin sa AGB 
Nielsen.) 

“Аға Mina, haloka' nang kunin ng GMA 
si Angelika de la Cruz! 

+ Aiko imbiyerna pa rin kay Ara? (Actual- 
y sheseemsto havea list) 

“Angelika lumipat sa GMA dahil sa pera? 
(She wouldn't be the first now, would 
she?) 

“Shaina, Rayver nawalan ng init sa isat 
іші (Teenagers) 

“Resiklo' ni Bong pang Hollywood па! 
(Kala namin, pang-Marikina ni Bayani Fer- 
mando) 

“Best Actor si Pacman.. please wag na- 
тап! (Please wag naman.) 

"Movie ni Jinggoy hahataw sa Singa- 
pore at Saudi Arabia! (Can you guess 
why?) 

“Yasmien Kurdi, gusto nang mag-aral sa 
kolehiyo! (Go, gir. 

“Roxanne Guinoo, mas nasaktan kay 
Jake Cuenca kaysa kay Joross Gamboa! 
(Kamirin) 

“Edgar Allan Guzman, mukhang 
magsasaka. (Think Willem Dafoe.) 


Barton's mug 
shot, ieft, 
from the LA 
County 
Sheriffs office 
after she was 


DEEPLY AFFECTING. А scene showing Mathieu Amalric giving 


aging father, played by Max Von Sydow, a shave is 


‘one of the touching moments in “The Diving Bell and the Butterfly,” one of the year’s best films. 


LOS ANGELES—AS 2007 DRAWS TO 
а dose and we look back at the best 
films and performances of 2007, its a 
perfect time to reveal that Dante 
Mendoza's "Foster Child” came very 
cose to winning the top prize at an in- 
ternational film festival held not too 
Jong ago. A reliable source shared this 
tidbit that the jury's final choice came 
down to either “Foster Child” or an- 
other fiim. 

The other movie won but the fact 
that Dante's film almost ran away 
with the plum prize speaks volumes 
about “Foster Child's” тегиз. This 
source of ours raved over Cherry 
Pie Picache's performance. 


almost won int'l 


Here are the films and perfor- 
mances that rewarded us with new 
insights, humor, intriguing dilem- 
mas, thrills and passion as we 
slogged through а year-round 
schedule ofalmost-daily screenings 

Jason Reitman, the son of direc- 
tor Ivan Reitman, proves that the 
flair he showed in his feature debut, 
the delicious satire “Thank You For 
Smoking,” was nota fluke. 

succeeds again with “Juno,” 
about a hip-talking teenager (Ellen 
Page) who discovers she's pregnant 
and decides to find a perfect set of 
parents for her unborn child. Jason. 
is aided by the whip-smart script of 
ex-stripper Diablo Cody. 

In one scene, Ellen's character 
tells Michael Cera, the father of the. 
child she's carrying, “You're the 
coolest person Гуе ever met, and 
you don't even have to try.” Michael 
delivers his reply, “Actually I try re- 
ally hard,” with such honesty that it 
gets us every time (we've seen the 
film three times). The perfor- 
mances of Ellen, Michael, Jennifer 
Garner, Jason Bateman, J.K. Sim- 
mons and Allison Janney also 
make uno” worth watching again 
and again. 


fresh, 


son's “There Will Be Blood." 


Good to great 


Love,” 
Nights”) 


“Magnolia,” 


novel, “Oil!,” "There Will 


ing 


lives up to the challenge. 


MOVIE QUEENS 
TOGETHER. 
Susan Roces and 
Boots Anson-Roa 
(right) grace the 
Celebrity 9 Ball 
Challenge held Jan. 
24in Teatrino 
Promenade, 
Greenhills. cxcxarwzss 


Atleft, Gina Parefio 
and Cherry Pie 
Picache relive the 
fun and spirit of 
starring (and 
shining) as 
independent film 
actresses in a forum 
held Aug. I0at the 
Inguen office. 
PGUORNDUN 


And now it can be 
told: “Foster Child" 


film fest top prize 


Remember when you first saw 
Lino Brocka's “Tinimbang Ka Ngu- 
nit Kulang” and Ishmael Bernal's 


mental was what we experienced 
when we saw Paul Thomas Ander- 


We wondered, how did a director 
go from being good ("Punch-Drunk 
"Boogie 
10 great in one movie? 
Based upon Upton Sinclair's 19205 

lood” 
is anchored by the brave, astound- 
erformance of Daniel Day- 
Lewis as a silver miner who be- 
comes a self-made oil tycoon. Paul 
Dano, who took over after another 
actor was replaced because he was 
not matching Daniel's intensity 


Two animated films, “Persepolis” 
and “Ratatouille,” are exceptionally 
well-made. “Persepolis,” Marjane 
Satrapi's memoir of her childhood 
during the Islamic Revolution in 
Iran, won a Special Jury Prize in 
Cannes last May. Marjane, with co- 


writer and co-director Vincent 
Paronnaud, has successfully adapt- 
ed her graphic novel into a black 
and white film chat is beautiful in its 
starkness and depiction of truths 
from a girls viewpoint. 

Leave it to those geniuses at Pixar 
to turn a story about a mouse who 
dreams of becoming a gourmet chef 
into an instant classic with a screen- 
play that really should be hailed as 
one of the year's best. Brad Bird's 
"Ratatouille" is another triumph in 
the animation house that John Las- 
seter built. 

‘There is one scene in “The Diving 
Bell and the Butterfly” that by itself 
is worth the price of a movie tick- 
et— Mathieu Amalric gives his ag- 
ing father, played by the venerable 
Max Von Sydow, a shave. In this 
short scene, a lot was said without 
being spoken. This film affected us 
deeply on many levels. 


Hit list 

Other worthy films and perfor- 
mances: 

“Michael | Clayton—George 


Clooney has done it again: make а 
socially relevant film that is enter- 
taining and compelling at the same 
time. He and his co-stars are first- 
rate: Tom Wilkinson, Tilda Swin- 
ton and Sydney Pollack. 

“The Assassination of Jesse 
James by the Coward Robert 
Ford’—Casey Affleck and Brad 
Pitt. 

“Im 
Blanchett. 

“Charlie Wilson's War"—Philip 
Seymour Hoffman. But this man is 
good in any film he appears in, in- 
cluding "The Savages,” which also 
boasts of a fine performance by 


Мос There"—Cate 


Laura Linney. 
"No Country for Old 
Men—Tommy Lee Jones, like 


Philip, can do no wrong. He is bril- 
“THE BEST/G2 


ба 


| OPENS JANUARY 5 


тая NAIS STRICTLY FOR 15 YEARS OF AGE AND ABOVE] 


СОМ СЛ ҮЕ ЛЭ Production Co. 
OFFICIAL ENTRY ТӨ THE 2007 METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 


YA. 


PAOLO CONTIS 


CASSANDRA PONT? 


CHRISTOPHER DE LEON 


A Seat fit for 
King 


the Li 


Introducing 
the Ayala Malls Cinemas 
BOOSTER BUDDY. 


[: c 
È The Ayala Malls Cinemas’ PRIVILEGE PASS 
[Tots o tar aye ts ico ам 
Availabje at any Ayala Malis 
Cinemas" licketbooth, 
Pata Cm À 
pe TA 
Е 204 
ет ag em com 
паман yt na шеш) 


ТЕН 


Тл 
ru 


in Glorietta 1 and 
Glorietta 4 cinemas оту. 
Promo Period: 
November 22 to 
sima December 31, 2007 | 
aa 


EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE 


ENTENG KABISOTE 4 


12:00 [1240 | 120 | 2-10 

2:50 | 3:30 | 420 | 500 

5:40 | 6:30 | 7:10 750 
18:40 | 9:20 | 10:00 


SAKAL, SAKALI 
SAKLOLO 


2001420 
6401920 


SAKAL, SAKALI, SAKLOLO 


42:20 11:90 | 2:40 [3:60 
5:00 | 6:10 7:20 | 8:30 | 940 


SHAKE, RATTLE 
AND ROLL 


12.50 | 3:40 
6301920 


BAHAY KUBO 


12201245 
51017361885 


RESIKLO 


12401300 
51017201930 


KATAS NG SAUDI 


12301250 
510173019-50 


WORLD-CLASS, SIATE-OFTHEART МОМЕ AT POPULAR PRICES 


ARANETA COLISEUM. 


"язын, 


aNG 


IN MORE THAN 100 THEATERS NATIONWIDE 


MARAMING SALAMAT PO, FOR MAKING US NO.1 AGAIN! 


CONGRATULATIONS BOSSING! 
THE UNDISPUTED BOX-OFFICE KING! 


CATCH FRANCINE PRIETO ON SUNDAY, DEC.30 AT THE FF. SM CINEMAS: 
‘Sit FAIRVIEW, 1:30 PM / SM NORTH,2:30 PM | SM MANILA 3:30 PM / MEGAMALL 5:00 PM. 


MTRCB Ranne э=— GS[Ar Aces Аоміттео 


ТІС SO RUNUNCHERMOSES 


OYOSOTTO БЕ1Е "ТОМЫ JOSE MANALO AIZA Sei 
RUBY RODRIGUEZ MIKYLLA RAMIREZ ARTHUR SOLINAP лю РЕС 


ок 4 


RA; Fay Ko... ) 
EGINNING Or 


NTEN LEGEND 
JWYBAREYES. non 


PRO THA STUDI 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


TO SOME SHOW BIZ NEW 
Success comes easily and qu 
three-year-old tot, Niño 
guested on Ariel Ureta's si 
times—and, before he kn 
жаз already a hot movie 
co-starring with giants. Hk 
such, 

Ditto forthe similarly juv 
Seguerra, who parlayed h| 
on “Little Miss Philippines 
Bulaga” into a high-flying < 
remains active to this day, 

We also recall how Lino 
first feature film, “Wanted 
Mother" was such a big | 
made him a major direct 
right away, shooting one 
another until his most tragi 

On the other hand, ano] 
director Ishmael Bernal 
enced much rougher sail 


25: start of his career. His firs 


Ewan, Basta Sa Maynila Pa 
was an unhappy experienc 
because he kept quarielin 
producer. In fact, he did 
shooting it (his producer did 

Happily, Bernal had: bd 
with his second film outing} 
ing sa Dulo,” because it wa: 
by friends who wanted to 
get over his disappointmer| 
first feature, 

However, while- “Р 
reaped critical acclaim, itd] 
so business at the box с 
Bernal had to work harder | 
a popular filmmaker. thai 
who was blessed by the mu| 
ma from his very first of 
wards. 

Of course, it all evens q 
end: Both Brocka and Ве 
both named National Ап 
their demise, and all's-wel 
film world. 


"Sudden' fame 

These thoughts come to 
cause we've recently seen с 
ter late than never" succe 
unfold on the show biz scen 

The first involves you| 
Charice Pempengco, who 
denly" become famous bec: 
Degeneres heard about hy 


, dous vocal performance оп 


and promptly invited Chari 
the States and sing n 
show—which the phenome! 
singer did, to great acclaim. 
OF course, Charice's su. 
hardly "sudden" at ай! Se 
ago, she competed “оп 
singing tilt on TV and.we | 


The bes 


| tiant here as he is in “m 

of Elah.” Javier Bardem} 

Brolin are memorabl 

Country" too. Those Ci 

ersare backin top form. 

“А Mighty Hear 
Jolie. 

"Enchanted" —who d 
this kind of film would 4 
nations? Kudos to ‘Аш 
| Patrick Dempsey an. 

Marsden, director Kevin] 

songwriters Alan Mei 

Stephen Schwartz. V 

them for a truly enchant] 

“Lust, Caution’—Thi 
not quite catch fire ith] 
did very well overseas, 
in Asia, Director Ang Led 
ing Tony Leung and Ta 
‘magnificent. 

"La Vie en Rose’—Son} 
ing that they might аз 
the Best Actress trophy 
Marion Cotillard, wh 
the legendary French c| 
Edith Piaf, 

“Gone Baby Gone”. 
fecks directorial -deb] 
buzz-worthy performar 
his brother, Casey АЯ) 

| Amy Ryan, 

D "Sweeney Todd” 
Depp, Helena Bonhaj 
and director Tim Burtoy 
said, 

“Away From Не’ 

[Julie Christie from "Doc 
80°? She's a frontrunner 
Actress race for her turn a 
the early stages of Alzhei 

"American Gangst 
Dee. 

“Atonement”—Sacirs: 
who was only 12 when 
this film, steals the інші 


Keira Knightley an 
McAvoy. 
“Eastern | Promise] 


Mortensen and filmmal 
Cronenberg are provin 
formidable combination 
follow-up to “A Histor 
lence.” 

“Into the Wild"— Sea] 
director and Emile Hirse 


HILIPPI? REL INQUIRER: 
RPAINMENT 


OMERS, 
dy Asa 

Ауда VIEWFINDER 

w a few 

w it, he 

sation, 

FPJ and 

wleAiza writing about our being bowled over 

"Success Әу her obviously outstanding singing 

and:*Eat voice р 

reer that Alas, she didn't emerge as winner 

of the contest, and we expressed our 
Brocka's disappointment over this. But, it now 


Perfect 
t that it 
rial: find 
Im after 
death. 
er. great 
experi- 
gat the 
film, “А, 
Чп Ako,” 
for him, 


turns out that Charice's success had 
only been deferred. Even before her 
triumph on US television, Charice's 
talent had already been discovered 
and appreciated in Sweden and Ko- 
rea. 

So, to'other young talents like 
Charice, hang on, you'll eventually 
have your day in the hot and heady 
show biz run. 

Our second "eventual success” sto- 
with his “ry involves a screenwriter, Mary Ann 
ге finish Bautista. A decade ago, Mary Ann's 
Д screenplay, “Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo,” 
ter luck won second place in the Film Devel- 
Pagdat- opment Foundation’s (now Council) 
financed national scriptwriting competition. 
help him pa 
‘with his Belated recognition 

Foundation head Marichu Maceda 
believed so much in Mary Ann's po- 
tential that she effected the sale of the 
“Kasal” script to Star Cinema. Unfor- 
tunately, the screenplay wasn't put in- 
to production—for various rea- 
sons—for years on end. 

It took a full decade for “Kasa!” to 
finally be made into a film, starring 
Judy Ann Santos and Ryan Agoncil- 
1o and directed by Joey Reyes--and 
the rest is pop history: 

‘The film has won a slew of awards, 
most recently a number of Film 
Academy of the Philippines Luna 
‘Awards trophies, with Joey and Mary 
Ann sharing the award for Best 
her bet. Screenplay. 
ss stories ^ Congratulations, Joey and Mary 
- ‘Ann, We trust that this latest citation 
g.singer renews your energy and creativity, 
has “sud- with more outstanding screenplays to 
use Ellen come. 

т stupen- — Thanks to the (belated) success of 
YouTube “Kasal,” Mary Ann has “suddenly” be- 
esoflyto come а much sought-after scriptwrit- 
her TV er The good news is that she has 
nalyoung three other exceptional finished 
screenplays just waiting for the right 
producers and directors to transform 
them into similarly successful films! 

Let's not wait another decade for 

this to happen, shall we? 


2007... 


gdating" 
i only so- 
fice: So, 
) become 

Brocka, 
e of cine- 
ovie on- 


ut in the 
nal were 
sts after 
with the 


nind, be- 


cess was 
me years 
a kiddie 
emember 


t of 


the Valley 
and Josh 
in "No 
en broth- 


Angelina 


new: that 
ag nomi- 
Adams, 


USbutit 
Ь the dar- 


WILL there be awards in Daniel Day- 
Lewis’ near future? In Paul Thomas 
“Anderson's excellent "There Will Be 
Blood,” Daniel (kneeling) isa strong 
Best Actor contender for his brilliant 
portrayal ofa down-and-out silver 
miner who becomes an ой tycoon. 
Co-star Paul Dano, playinga 
preacher, matches the intensity of. 
Daniel's performance. 


Holbrook turn in a fascinating por- 
trait of a young man who turns his 
back on the material world. This 
was based on a true story 

“Once”—Unforgettable songs 
and performances from Glen 
Hansard and Marketa Irglova. 

"Lars and the Real Girl —Only 
Ryan Gosling сап make a story 
abouta guy and his lifelike sex doll 
engrossing, 


| ае 
р ов Vio- 


Email the columnist а: 
rvnepales 5585@yahoo.com. and 
read his blog, "The Nepales Report,” 
оп wone.inquirerblog- 
gers.ne/nepalesreport. 


sunoayorcensenso.2007 [@ Л] 
tier late than never’ success stories in the biz 


To other young talents like Charice, hang on, 
you'll eventually have your day in the heady 


show biz run. 


BAHAY KUBO 


буы SAKAL. 
ЗАК ^ 


ENTENG KABISOTE 4 


КАТАЗ NG SAUDI 


ШІ 


Catch the Cinepleit Special 


Avail the Shang Cineplex E-see Club Giftcards 
The Perfect Giftcard for the Holiday Season! 
из a gift your family and frionds will surely appreciate. 
Enjoy 10% discount on the E-see club membership fee. 
Limited offer from Nov. 30, 2007 - Jan. 15, 2008 only. 


RE 
R 


CLOSED 


th foor, Shangri-La Plaza Мы 
EDSA comer Show Б. Mandaluyong City 
Call 633-2227 or 6334735 

for mors details. 
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KABISOTE 4 & ROLLI 
6 6 
1250310530 1140220500, 
7501010 7401020 
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G 
320540, 
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SAKAL SAKALI 
SAKLOLO 
PG13 
11:00,1:10,530, 
5508101030 


BAHAY KUBO 
G 


1150230510, 
750,1030 


HILLS CINEMA 


BAHAY KUBO 


ЗНАКЕ RATTLE 
E ROLLS 
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SHAKE, RATTLE, В ROLLS 
1:80, 4:50, 7:50, 10:40 
D 


SAKAL, SAKALI, SAKLOLO 
280,530, 8:10. 10:50 
каз 
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Kahit gaano 1 
get to watch it v i 
With SMART, the leader in mobile entertainment, get to watch MORE of your favorite 


comedy, cartoons, fashion, sports, news, and celebrity videos on your cellphone 
anytime, anywhere! 


Go to wap.smart.com.ph/3G and click on "TV" or "Downloads" 


Disney Christmas | Funny Videos Celebrities ` T 
& Beauty and the Beast Cross Dresser Avril Lavigne R 
lilo and Stitch Farting Girl lindsey Lohan A 

Mickey and Friends | Flying Sweaters Paris Hilton 
| Pook and Friends On the Bench Sharon Stone N 
| Aristocrats Sticky Paper Tori Spelling 5 
Cartoons Sports ту 8 

E | Betty Boop. Badminton ABS-CBN 

Bugs Bunny Baskeball GMA T 
H Felix the Cat Boxing ANC 1 
i Superman. Golf мм o 
Li Tom ond Jerry Taekwondo. Discovery Channel J- 0 
5 


дейле your 3G/GPRS handset now. Just send SET «phone model> to 21. Ex. SET N70 


Standard video streaming & downloading roles apply. Service is handset dependant. 
For questions, comments, ar concars, you may cal he SMART Новае of 888.111 чо айе 4. 848 using your SMART cellphone. 
rr Joy alse vst werw-smart.com.ph/3G/Video for more details 


SMART 


THE POWER TO LEAD 


[ШШ зинаа, 


Tbe Widest Reacbing Classifieds 


P245 per column centimeter 


LASSIFIEDS 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The former International School Manila Property (15М Property) lot 
was bidded out by the Philippine Government in 2006 and won by a 
consortium led by CENTURY PROPERTIES GROUP, consisting of Century 
City Development Corporation and its subsidiaries ("Century"), and PICAR 
HOLDINGS INC. ("Picar"), a member of the AMA Group of Companies. 


Century owns and will develop on its 34 hectares, while Picar owns and 
will develop on its 1.3 hectares. Please refer to map below for illustrative 
ownership. 


Century is calling its share of the ISM Property, “Century City", and plans 
to build a mixed used complex, which includes its first class residential 
condominium, the Gramercy Residences, as well as a retail complex and an 
IT Park. 


Picar is calling its share in the ISM Property, “Picar Centre". It plans to 
develop together with its foreign partners a 50 storey hotel with 400 
rooms and 400 serviced apartments on top of it, and another 50 storey 
residential condominium. Its podium will consist of retail and a portion for 
BPO locators. 


Picar has the exclusive right to build and operate the "5-star" hotel which is 
designed by world class designers, Jerde Partnership. 


RATES 
P75 per line 

(pes ete EAT 
DEADLINES 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 


Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 
Day before publication every Thursday 


E EI ии 
Ex E 


LASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 


METUS e ттн 
БЕЗДЕН 0925578 


This is to inform the public that 


Ms. Maryeen Sangalang Vargas, 
of Block 10 Lot 3 Golden City Subdivision, 
Canlalay, Bifian, Laguna (last known address) 


CENTURY 


CENTURY 


KALAYAAN AVENUE 


(01 December 30, 007) 


Regional Office No. IV-A 
rd Fc, Andenson Bldg, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City 


December 30,2007 
NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companios/o 
with this Regional Office applications for Alen Employment Permis. 


Першісойһе Priipines 
А DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
* 


ora have fled 


PEZA, Rosario, Cavte 


мате and Address Vane 9 Foci | 
ot CompanyEmpioyer | | Nationsitzenship| Peston | 
T ANKOR TECHNOLOGY | ti Eun Teg Not! белком 
PHILIPPINES, NG. Korean [o 
Laguna обода Bran, 
ма 
2. PHILKO INNOVATIONS В Prieta CEO 
Fecinovocy Ne 
SCIE, Во Вака Camara, 
avs нен 
S YoY TECHNOLOGY PAS, | We Yeon B 779 
NG nd 


& PENN PHILIPPINES EXPORT 
ке. 


Ti. Jarome Rene Giles | Manager - Dyeing 


P мозу Fnsting for 
LIP, Brgy. Mamplasan, French Operations 
Bian, Laguna 

5. TOYOTA BOSHOKUPHILS,, | Mr. Yushi Kondaj | Asst Gen Manager-| 
CORP, Japanese Marketing, 
Laguna Technopark, Bifan. | Procurement 
Laguna Accounting 

© PANACCO.LTD. Wir Satoshi inokuch | Vice Representative 
Laguna Technopark, Враг, | Japanese 
Laguna 

1. РАНАС CO. LTD. Mr. Hidetaka Akutsu/ | Criat Fepresertaive 
Laguna Technopark, Biñan, | Japanese 
Шола 


ATTY, 
(PO -Oecentertt r7) 


I you have any information/objection to the ароче-ттеубелей applications 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


[CARDO s. MARTINEZ, ЗА. CESO 
Regional Director 


с, Pocket Medicine Container 


кше pated йан. 
LST Summit, Inc. 
imams. тегсигу drug 


Available in all 


NOTICE OF LOSS 


Notice is hereby given to the public that one (1) 
booklet of OFFICIAL RECEIPT with series number 
0151 to 0200 of JUGRO TRANSPORT INT'L PHILS 
СОВР. was lost last December 14, 2007 by Mr. 
Jennison F. Paquibot, messenger of Jugro Cebu. 


Any alleged payment covered by those Official 
Receipts will not be honored. Official Receipt issued 
under the lot booklet please report to the following: 


email add: antonia@jugro.com or jlara@jugro.com 
cellphone number: 09188580055 or 09175142115 


эжэ. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Alkeen A. Ingal, whose 
picture appears herewith, is 
no longer connected with the 
Soriano Multi-Purpose Fiber 
Corporation (SMPFC) andis 
not authorized to transact 
any business in the name 

of the 


whose picture appears above is no longer 
connected with LBC Development Bank since 
September 17, 2007 
Any transaction entered into with her shall no 
longer be honored by the company. 


саа аа TOUCH ADVERTISING 
International Company Needs «URGENT HIRING" 
+ COMPUTERTECHNICIAN : 


№080 LICENSED ENGINEER | COMPUTER TE 
To work in Clarkfield Pampanga E E 
For interview & orientation WITH EXPERIENCE. 
Call: 0916-5152795 or send REPLY AT ре bork rune a ciy 
curriculum vitae to: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
kukovazquez @ yahoo.com.ar 


ORCALL 
Look for 


535-0085 / 531-0767 
Mr. Rodel and Ms. Rose 
Bring Your Resumé 


“GransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 
‘Republic of the Philippines 


December 17,2007 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 4 
Supply, Delivery Installation, Test and Commissioning of 
‘One (1) unit Gyro Stabilized UV/Video/Thermal Imaging Power 
Inspection System (ATO-7 45531) 


1. The National Transmission Corporation (TransCo), through the Annual 
Corporate Budget 12007 ons 1o api Ihe sum 0 PHILIPPINE PESO THIRTY 
SEVEN MILLION FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE THOUSAND PESOS 
{hp37 481,000.00) bang he Approve Budget or Correct (ABC) to payment 
under he сора tor e Supply, Dever. instalation, Test and Commissioning 
Sl One (i) Ust Gyro Stabazes Uv/ Veo ета Imaging Powatine Inspection 
System Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be aulomatial rejected. 

2. TransCo now invites Bids Irom eligible Bidders for ће Supply, Delivery, 
instalation, Test and Commissioning of One (1) Unit Gyro Stabilized UVVIdeO! 
‘Thermal imaging Powerline Inspection System. The duraton of ne contacts 
‘Two Hundred Ten (210) Calendar Days The description af an ekgle Bidder is 
cortaned п бесп I ofthe Bidding Documents, IT. 

Prospective tddersehould have expaance in undertaking a алаг project wihin the 
las йеп (15) year wih an amount o at eas Sa о iNe proposed солғап fr 
dang The Оцу CoduSororing as wa as пе атау Exameatn ol ids 
‘Stal use non discretonsy passi cea, Postal ol he ones cecu 

De eal se сисе, - 

3. Воо нї be conducted though open compete bidding procedures using rn «| 
стола passa criera as Speed п Бе Implementing Aules and Regulafons 
PANA IPA Repub Аа 9184 А.А. 0160) cherie inn аз е “Government. 
Procurement eomm Аа. and в елена о Fino caaereisole ргорлети р> | 
organizations wih alles sixty percent (80 interest or itang captal аба 
belonging ослов ot Ге Phágpies, эла o citzens or organzaons ol a county e 
lnscr replat oi nisch grant sm пул or ples О pro ces pursuant 
то Repusic Act 5189 (RA. S183) and subject 0 Commonweal Ас 138 (СА. 138). 
Оу Bids rom Бабел who pass Ве ply check өй be opened. The process ar 
fie Bgy eek матова п Sacson lol ha sng Documan ТВ Tho bia 
wih пе Loves Сәіліней Ва (LOB) shel advance 1o e post qualicalon stage in 
"order o nay determine responsiveness ol ta bid 1o technical and nancial. 
терлеп э te poet. The contract shal en be ewarecto he Loves Caci: 
ani Response Ser (LCA) who was determined as sch during n. 
азайса росе E 

4. lest абе тау can отецот rom Trans Co and spec һе Бб: 
Documents at бе aadress ven below om 8:00 A.M. lo $00 P.M dug working 
Aap sarang December 26 207 

8. complete st of sing Documents may be purchased by interested Biers kom e 
‘dares blow and upon payment ol a no-telunda ве in the amount ol PHP 
5,000.00 The eod c payment wdi be cn cash basis only. The Bóng Documents 
Shot be rceved personaly у e prospecte fier or s воле representa 

8. TransCo wi hola Pre-Bid Conference open oa reed paries on January 18, 
2008 920 АМ. at tne Trang Соче! Bulang Natonal Transmssion Coporon 


company. Any transaction 
made by Mr. Ingal on behalf of 
SMPFC after 20 November 
2007 shall not be honored. 


СЕЕ 


Posten 
Qualification 


`$ 0917-8009791 


Г] 


| 
тықта Day мемен) 


үи December гга 30.2007) 


Power Center Quezon Avenue comar IR Road, Damen, Quezon Сау. Рота, 
Ваз and cty requirements mast be dees о the dores below on ble 
те Gt and эте spec in lon 8 below. Al Bids must bo accompanied by a ВИ, 
Sscvy n elo and in ha amount spect Cause 22, Secton Osa Sheat 
be Bidang documents cran equae amour па el converti curerc, Late 
Ва sna nor be accepted. 
Bi opening sal be on January 30, 2008 at :00 A M. lI Training Center Buking 
Natonal Transmssion Corporanon, Power Dena, Quezon Avenue Come IR Road 
Diman, Quezon Giy. Pines. 
Воз wit be opena in те presence oi ha Bidders represoriatvas who choose lo anona 
КЕЧ 
The beg бэ spe o in ыма мі bg resumen йв 
Ободон але п то Вазу Document 
Tesco mayan o oap a көс ү à t mí erg nes 

желек pene m pero cum ип it ay Fray 
ому De acid Bidder or Dior 

Mr. R. D. NABONG 

Manager Bos & Contracts Managemen Deparment 

буша Ноо Ром Camer 

Navona Transmissor Corporation ka 

Quezon venue corner ВИ Road 

1104 Dinan, Quezon Coy, РМ 

Telephone No 622) 981-2212, 8612213 921 23.08 

Fax Nio: (832) 921-2308 

Жозе. Һири range ph 
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Public Dein В. 
RUSH SALE 
Toyota Crown Owner's 
Driven Very Wel кері 
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REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 
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REAL ESTATE 
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WE BUY at HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
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"GoldCrest Biag. 
Glorietta-2, Makati 
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BUSINESS FOR SALE 


BOTSSERE FOOD winters 
POS STAMLESS COUNTER 
бик бс MARVEL COMCS 
нз "09173201715 
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‘Com! Congressional QC 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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BUYING ROLEX 
SISS WATCHES BEST PACE 
726960720917. 
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—Bnilding Partnerships for Effective Local Govemangei 
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A Call to Cooperatives, People's Organizations, NGOs and other 
Civil Society Organizations, academic and research institutions. 


Join the Panibagong Paraan 2008 
Project Grant Competition! 


Send a simple concept note by answering 

seven questions and get the chance to win up to 1 
MILLION PESOS to turn your innovative ideas into 
action! 


With the theme, Building Partnerships for Effective Local 
Governance, Panibagong Paraan 2008 invites ideas for 
projects that help improve citizens' quality of life through 
effective local governance. Proposed Projects should build 
and utilize multi-stakeholder partnerships to: 


improve transparency and accountability in governance, 
broaden and improve quality of citizen participation in 
governance, 

strengthen collaboration among stakeholders, and 
improve responsiveness and efficiency of public services. 


DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: JANUARY 7, 2008 

For concept paper format and details, please visit 
http://www.panibagongparaan.com 

Email: dimp2008 wb@yahoo.com/dimp @ worldbank.org 
Call: 917-3047 (Leony A. Martinez)/0920-925-1137 


STAELENA NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Sta. Rosa, Laguna 
Golf & Residential 
Community 


This is to inform the public that. MS. ROWENA 
CASTRO DE SAN ANDRES, whose picture appears 
above, is no longer connected with EUROTEL-Las 
Piñas Branch. 


Any transaction entered into between her and any 
party after October 15, 2007 shall not be honored. 


EUROTEL MANAGEMENT 


Homes from 9M 
8872390/09209118105 
www.staelena.com.ph 


A VERY ESTABLISHED 
BUSINESS FOR SALE 


FOUR (4) RESTAURANTS 
INCLUDING BUSINESS RIGHTS; W/ 
ACCOUNTING & INVENTORY 
SYSTEMS; FULLY EQUIPPED; 
PERFECT LOCATIONS; VERY 
GOOD INTERIOR DESIGNS; 
EXCELLENT AMBIENCE & VENUE , 
FOR ANY OCCASION; FOR 
INTERESTED PARTIES CALL М5. 
VICKY AT 0927-909-7765; OR MS. 
LONG AT 0915-9006395; 0917- 
8599717; 0928-5061185 


BEACH PROPERTY FOR SALE 
Located ina 1.2 Km beach front clean 
beach, clean water in Olongapo: 7 mins. 
drive from Subic Freeport Zone (SBMA) 

Lot Area: 721 sqm, Fully Tiled 
Floor Area (Bungalow type: 298 sq m.) 
6 BR; 5 ТАВ + Big office 8 conference 
room areas 
Big garden; 6 Car garage 
Only P14,000,000.00 (Price negotiable) 
Direct Buyers Only. 
Cal: Mario 0927-2219683 
ox (047) 222-9767 or marvita @info.com ph 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
to our valued advertisers . 


ERRATUM 
In the Invitation to Apply for 
Eligibility and to Bid of the 
DepEd Zamboanga Del 
Norte published on 
December 28, 2007, the 
contract duration should 
have read as “One 
hundred twenty calendar 
days” and not “One 
hundred seventy calendar 
days.” 


To accept all ads, Classifieds 
Megamall Sales Office will be 
open on Monday, Dec. 31, 2007 
from 10:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. or 
call at 635-0219. 

Please place your ads before 
Jan. 1, 2008 
as we are closed on said date. 


Our apologies. 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER === 


OBITUARIES 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007 SRA (Е 


Jose “Peping” Mendoza Landas Jr. 


Peacefully joined his Creator on the 23rd of December 2007 
at the age of 72. 


VIVIAN NUBLA SY 


30th MARCH 1952 — 19th DECEMBER 2007 
Peacefully joined our Lord in Vancouver at the age of 55 


His bereaved wife Nanay Luming: daughters Girlie & Noel 
Villanueva, Pinky & Roy Mendoza; grandchildren Jelle, 
Nikki, Bianchi, Bubuy & Bodie; brother Bert & Carmen: 
sisters & sister-in-law Itang, Nene, Fannie, Baby & Dolly; 
nephews & nieces Jojie, Gina, Bobet & Juliet, Perci, Owen & 
Georgina, Darwin & Jonap; relatives & friends request the. 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at the Landas residence at 
#43 Mabolo П, Bacoor, Cavite. 


She is remembered by her loving husband, Edward, 

her children, Tracey, Karla, and Mark, her family and 

friends, who request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


Interment will be at 3 o'clock in the afternoon of Wednesday, 
2nd of January 2008 at Eternity Memorial Garden, Bacoor, 
Cavite after the 1 o'clock funeral service, 


e 


CONCEPCION MAMARIL LESACA ` 


Peocefilly joined her Creator on December 27, 2007 
atte age of 87. 

Her husband Dr. Ernesto Sr (1); children Ernie, Eve, Jose, Roland and 

Annie, in-laws, grandchildren, geat-grandchilden, relatives and friends 

request your prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


A memorial mass will be held on 
Friday, 4th January 2008, 6 o'clock in the evening, 
atthe Immaculate Conception Academy Chapel 
#10 Grant Street, Greenhills West, San Juan 


Нег remains Пе in state at Chapel A, La Funeraria Paz, Inc., G. Araneta 
Ave, Q.C. and will be transferred o Botolan, Zambales on Monday, 
December 31, 2007 


fBur ERARIA PAZ, INC. 


In lieu of flowers, donations to the BC Cancer Foundation 
(http://donate.bccancerfoundation.com/goto/VivianSy) 
will be highly appreciated. 


| 
|| concercion ssaca | омм | сюн | son Zante 
loREDVETORNO | о, Deme 2007 | удан 
SISON ^ 210pm. i м 


m e 


4 


CONES 
NATIVIDAD NARVAEZ SAMBO Á 


July 21, 1930 - December 28, 2007 


DEATH NOTICE 


“For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only = 
begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him 
shall not perish but have 
everlasting life.” John 316 


NORMAN DELA PAZ 
March 16, 1948 — December 27, 2007. 
Peaceful Joined his Creator at the age of 59. 
His remains Пе in state at their residence at 824 San Rafael Ш, Noveleta, 
Cavite, Interment will be on January 3, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. at the LOVE 
Memorial, Noveleta, Cavite after the 1:00 p.m. Mass at the Holy Cross 
Parish Church. 


Her loving husband Pete (t); children Ernie Millard & Leah, 
Angeline & Mark, Joseph Homer & Nanette, Ma. Cristina & 
Rommel, Ma. Lourdes & Felix; her sister Nena N. Inzon; 
grandchildren Hanna Leah, James Millard, Naomi Ann, Sarah 
Mae, John Homer, Joseph Harry, Kim, John Marco, Joannie, John 
Carlo & John Patrick and other relatives and friends request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Теріс о na Poppies 
PROVINCE OF ISABELA 


OFFICE OF THE BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Рома бонитеті o наив, rough ns Bias A Amaras Commute (BAC), tes тө коме: 
FOR CIVIL WORKS 
by һа Phlpine Contractors Accradtaton Board (РСАВ) to apply lor lll and ound ов о bid or 
тостон — T 


а anne 
= Don sro, habel 


Her remains lie in state at her residence. 
at 544 Panday St, Goa, Camarines Sur 


Interment details will be announced later 
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Arabic translation required on 
passports of Libya-bound Pinoys 


Pisos 
Procesos — | 
Proves 


‘A rertcolars көзде to he БАЗЫ Statement and Screening. Bid боси), Performance еси, Pre-Bldcng conlarence,Eyeluaion 
gl Bids. Post-Quaticaton and Awat of Contract елші be governed by th pertinl provisions of Ra S184 and ns Taplemaning Files end 


Regiis (IRA). 
SCHEDULE OF BIDDING ACTIVITIES. 


THE GOVERNMENT TODAY ADVISED OVER- 
seas Filipino Workers (OFWs) bound for Libya to 
adhere to that country’s newly imposed regula- 
tion requiring their passports to carry the appro- 


priate Arabic translation. 
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In a report to Labor and Employment Secre- 
tary Arturo D. Brion, the Philippine Overseas La- 
bor Office (Polo) in Tripoli, Libya said that non- 


ЕЕ 
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adherence by OFWs to the new policy would зе- 
verely affect their entry or re-entry to Libya, re- 


иы 


sulting in deportation, 
Labor Attache Nasser S. Mustafa, who heads 


Tamaan 225,200 EU AN 500 Pal БАС Базела Оа Cap Aa, Kan ka 


the Polo in Libya, warned that after the new 
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policy was implemented by the Libyan govern- 
meni, three OFWs returning to Tripoli after va- 


The BAC wit asa 1o prospacive bidders E 
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cation were not allowed to re-enter the country, 
and were deported back to the Philippines. 
‘Mustafa said the three OFWs were not allowed 
to re-enter Libya because the first page of their 
passports, which gives the personal circum- 
stances of the bearer, had not been translated 


Jal Troasuror Ойка, Prospecive 


‘DONG FEE from English to Arabic language. 


3360068 — He indicated that other foreign nationals en- 


тепп Libya without the required translations in 


their passports had also been deported back to 


ого their countries of origin, while those leaving 
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gains and blessings, the National Real Es- 
tate Association (NREA) capped 2007 with 
its annual sharing and gift-giving with 
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some Aeta families at the NREA - Jesclare 
Chapel atop a ridge in Sitio Banaba, Bgy. 
Dolores in Рогас, Pampanga. 

Conducted by NREA officers, members and 
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employees, the traditional reach out activity 


Libya are not allowed to board their planes. 

Mustafa said the new rule has been issued 
by the Great Libyan Arab Jamahiriya General 
People's Committee for Transport and"Tele- 
communication (Civil Aviation Authority) ef- 
fective Nov. 11, and covers all foreign and lo- 
cal nationals coming in and going out of Libya 
Exempted are members of the diplomatic 
corps, senior government officials, and VIP. 
guests of Libya. 

“Considering that the Libyan airport authori 
ties have been strictly enforcing the policy, igis 
important that all concerned, particularly OFWs, 
should be aware of the guidelines in order to pre. 
clude adverse consequences," he said. 

Не added that Libya-bound OFWs should have 
the required translation done by the proper issu- 
ing authority of the country of origin, or any le 
gal translation offices accredited to the country 
of origin, which are in both instances the Depart 
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA), or the Office of 
Muslim Affairs (OMA). 

"The translation should be imprinted/stamped 
їп a page of the passport and not as a separate 
document, and the page should show the seal-of 
the proper issuing authority," Mustafa said. 


NREA shares gifts to Pampanga Aetas 


Christmas offerings by NREA members and 
Friends, were given to some 100 Aeta families and 
100 indigent families in Dolores, Porac in 
Pampanga. 

The gift-giving was preceded by a 
‘Thanksgiving mass officiated by Rev. Father 
Allan D. Sicat of Porac Parish and the Feed 
ing Program. 


кешсе ит Сод E Ree еа БАС Вольт ONCE, Cock aga мі ротор о На | aE ЈО у Jose V. Manalad, NREA founder 
and chair; Alejandro S. Mafialac, NREA na- are Lhane Sta. Juana and Bernardo Ejada, vice 
tional president; and by Engr. Roy S. Beating, chair; Jesse Rebustillo, Peter David, Malou 
NREA treasurer and committee chairperson Aguila, Lita Mallari, Juling Pingol, Evelyn Javier. 
for the event. Eva Cecilio, Beck Alquero, Beating Caballes, Tess 

Gifts, mostly rice, food and other grocery Ignacio, Mrs. Sarmiento and the Barangay 
items, including clotheswear earlier donated as Tanods. 


Other committee members for this occasion. 
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tho moat advantageous. The Provincial Government assumes побоев 
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Editor Aries Espinosa. 
Where families can 


Have a Star White Christmas 
witb Belo Essentials 


create fond memories 


NEW HIGH-END COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 
ment Plaza Crest is an oasis of peaceful and 
privileged living in the heart of Parafiaque 
City near Sucat Road. 

А 2.7-hectare development comprising 
of garden villas, walk-up condominiums 
and townhouses, Plaza Crest is conceptual- 
ized after “urbanism,” a community con- 
cept that encourages people to go out on 
foot within the secured environment to so- 
cialize, relax, shop and play. 

Upon entering its gates, residents will 
leave behind the chaos of the city and Ье 
transported into lush landscapes and a re- 
laxed environment reflecting countryside 
scenes. 

‘The master planned community concep- 
tualized by two of the country's most 
prominent architectural | companies, 
Palafox Associates and RMDA Architects, 
Plaza Crest offers the convenience to resi- 
dents as it is very near offices, schools, 
malls, and shops. 

Plaza Crest is the biggest project and first 
venture of developer DO Plaza Estates Inc 

(Dopei) to go into higherend develop- 
ment. The company has a track record of 
developing low-cost residences mostly in 
Cavite. Plaza Crest is Dopei's premiere and 
luxury project to date. 


“Step up to '08' 


200818 COMING, WHERE WILL YOU BE? 

On New Year's Eve, sister hotels' Crowne 
Plaza Galleria Manila and Holiday Inn Gal- 
leria Manila are hosting an all-night New 
Year countdown dance party. 

From 9 p.m. onwards, you can dance 2007 
away and greet the New Year with a "swing" 
to decades-old hits such as "Flash Dance”, 
“Grease”, "Break Dance" and "Chicago", all 
of which made our lives upbeat and brighter 
throughout all these years. 

The party, with live performances by 
Noah's Ark and Music Genre will highlight 
dance tunes of the past. Dance instructors 


and professional dance groups will be on” 


hand to keep guests on their feet, while 
street mimes and face painters will keep the 
little ones occupied. At the stroke of mid- 
night, an indoor fireworks exhibition will 
light up Crowne Plaza Galleria Manila's 
Grand Ballroom. 


Inside out, Plaza Crest offers the lifestyle 
and living at par with what other high-end 
developments offer, but at an affordable 
ost. Choosing to live within Plaza Crest 
residences is like having fun, comfort, secu- 
іу bonding and relaxation 24/7. 

The community has a three-meter high 
perimeter fence and a security camera. 
Amenities include a clubhouse, under- 
ground utilities, pocket gardens and jog- 
ging paths, a vast swimming pool, bad- 
minton and basketball courts. Residents аге 
also assured of enough water supply, as a 
there's enough provision provided by a 100. 
cubic meter tower of water and a cistern of 
200. 

With Plaza Crest, the whole design and 
layout offers innovative use of space, nu- 
merous design touches that reflect Dopei's 
unwavering commitment to satisfy every 
home buyer. Every Plaza Crest design is 
aimed at enriching the lifestyle of its home- 
owners for so many years to come. 

Carlos Plaza, marketing services manag- 
er of Dopei, says they are not just land de- 
velopers, but more of community builders. 
“We're not just here to build houses and sell 
them. Itis in our best interest that the com- 
munity does well, because the success of 
the community is our own success.” 


New Year party 


Tickets are available for only P750 per 
person, inclusive of sparkling wine for 
toasting and New Year party favors. If you 
are in for a night of pure ease and enjoy- 
ment, stay at Crowne Plaza for only 
P5,888+ + per room, inclusive of overnight 
stay, early buffet breakfast (breakfast buffet 
will open at 4 a.m. on New Years Day), and 
complimentary tickets for two to the New 
‘Year countdown party. With the same inclu- 
sions, you may choose to stay at its sister 
and neighbor, Holiday Inn Galleria Manila 
for only P4,888+ + per person. 

For advance reservations and informa- 
tion, call the dedicated reservation lines at 
633-7222 local 7388 for Crowne Plaza and 
633-7111 local 7452 for Holiday Inn. 

Crowne Plaza Galleria Manila and Holi- 
day Inn Galleria Manila are members of the 
international hotel chain Intercontinental 
Hotels Group (IHG). 


PATTSean tops Aero board exam once more 


ENGINEER JOHN FILEMON T. TORRES, A 
2007 BS Aeronautical Engineering gradu- 
ate of PATTS College of Aeronautics, Lom- 
bos Avenue, San Isidro, Parahaque City, 
topped this year's Aeronautical Engine 

ing Board Licensure Examinations admin- 
istered Nov. 20 to 22 by the Pro- 
fessional Regulations Commis- 
sion. Since its inception in 1983, 
а PATTSean, for the 21st time, 
reaped the much-coveted top 
slot. This 21-year-old is one of 
five children of businessman | 
Filemon Torres and accountant 

Amabel Torres. Graduating as 
the first Magna Cum Laude in 
the Aeronautical Engineering 
department four months before 
the board exam, Torres ranked 
first despite the tough schedule 


TORRES 


of reviewing after his office work as junior 


Okinawans visit Manila, Cebu 


PHILIPPINE CONSUL GENERAL 


ing to Manila," Bengzon added. 


structures engineer at the structures and 
systems section of Lufthansa Technik 
Philippines, and attending his review 
classes at the PATTS Review Center on 
weekends. The PATTS Review Center is 
under the close supervision and guidance 

of licensed and experienced en- 
gineers. The new engineer will 
be leaving sometime in January 
fora 10-day training at Alteon, a 
Boeing company in Seattle. Tor- 
res was the VP for internal af- 
fairs of Technical Subjects Аса- 
demic Assistance, the 4th year 
representative of his course or- 
ganization Aeronautical Engi- 
neering Research Organization 
and a finalist of the Inter-Uni- 
versity Search for the Engineer- 
ing Math Wizard during his col- 
lege days at PATTS. 


zon added. 


NEED THE PERFECT GIFT FOR 
your loved ones this Christmas 
season? How about a complete 
makeover right in their finger- 
tips? 

Ве more radiant in the most 
anticipated holiday (filled 
with sleigh bells, carols and 
boughs of holly) as Belo Es- 
sentials unravels its exclusive 
Star White Christmas Pack, 
meant for trendy and outgo- 
ing Filipinas who love caring 
for their skin. 

Dr. Vicki Belo and her 
team of skin care experts 
from Intelligent Skin Care 
carry on with a common vision 
to "make the Philippines the 
most beautiful country, one per- 
son at a time" through the Belo 


Essentials Star White Christmas 
Pack. This special gift set aims to 
encourage regular face and 
body whitening regimen as a 
must for a brighter, more vi- 


brant, and blemish-free Christ- 
mas celebration. 

The Belo Essentials Star White 
Christmas Pack is equipped with 


Whitening Face Wash, Whitening 
Lotion with SPF 15, and two 
Whitening Body Bars inside an ex- 
clusive silver leatherette vanity 
kit. Italso comes with a person- 
alized bag-tag card signed by 
Dr. Belo. Now, you can have all- 
day whitening and protection 
for your skin everywhere you 
gol 
Live the promise of beautiful 
skin this holiday season with 
the limited edition Belo Essen- 
tials Star White Christmas 
Pack, now available in all key 
retail outlets, select supermar- 
kets, groceries, and drugstores 
nationwide. 
For more information, call In- 
telligent Skin Care's hotline num- 
ber, 889-ISCI (4724). 


Globe wins in 5th ‘Best Annual Report’ Awards 


GLOBE RECENTLY WON “BEST IN CORPO- 
rate Governance Disclosure for а Non-Fi- 
nancial Institution" and the 1st runner up 
for the “Best Annual Report” in the Man- 
agement Association of the Philippines’ 
(MAP) 5th "Best Annual Report" Awards. 
Through the awards, the MAR in coopera- 
tion with the Philippine Stock Exchange and 
the Securities & Exchange Commission, en- 
courages listed companies to publish accurate, 
informative and timely annual reports and ob- 
serve the principles of good corporate gover- 
nance-transparency, accountability and fair- 
ness-to raise the disclosure practices of Philip- 
pine companies to international standards. It 
also recognizes user-friendly and visually ap- 
pealing annual reports that entice the public 
to read, understand and leam from these. 
Manila Water Company also won “Best in 
Visual Presentation” and 2nd runner up for 
the “Best Annual Report”. The MAP also 
gave a special award to the Ayala Group as 
at least three of the conglomerate's compa- 
nies made it to the top 20 finalists. Ayala 
Corp, Ayala Land and BPI were among the 


finalists for the “Best Annual 
Report”, together with Manila 
Water and Globe. 

At the awards night Dec. 11 
were (from left) investor rela- 


tions head Cherry Chan-Tan, fi 
nancial planning and analysis 
head Ditas 1. Santamaria, and 
investor relations senior spe- 
cialist Wesa A. Elomina. 


“Better than Buffet” at Red Kimono 


ITS A BUFFET WITH A TWIST AT 
Red Kimono where you get to eat all 
you can without ever leaving your 
table for only P485 per head. 

Just order one kettle of your fa- 
vorite Kamameshi Rice variety бог 
every 1 to 2 persons and avail of 
this Japanese culinary feast. Ka- 
mameshi rice, а traditional 
Japanese specialty is cooked in in- 
dividual authentic Japanese ket- 
Чез. The secret of its sumptuous 
flavor is the sauce used in the cook- 
ing process. The rice slowly cooks 
in this flavorful sauce soaking in all 


have to leave your table to savor 
great tasting Red Kimono special- 
Чез as every dish you choose is pre- 
pared fresh in the kitchen and de- 
livered straight to you. So all you 
do is keep ordering as much аз you 
like from a special menu of 40 
items which includes Japanese fa- 
vorites like sushi, teriyaki, tonkat- 
su, yakitori and so much тоге! 
Start with an appetizer of crab- 
stick rolls with wasabi mayonnaise 
or layered spinach and tofu with 
sweet miso sauce. Follow with 
steaming hot miso soup then 


Of its delicious aro- «agapan 


ma and taste. Red Ki- 
monos Kamameshi 
Rice selection comes 
in four delicious op- 
tions-chicken, beef, 
ebi or shrimp and 
mixed Kamameshi 

th Red КЬ 
mono's "Better than 
Buffet” you dont 


P al д 


LAYERED spinach 


choose from California, tempura, 
futo or tekka maki. If you're feeling 
‘adventurous and want to try some- 
thing unusual, sample the Sushi 
Bar specials like crunchy maki with 
tuna or ebi topping or indulge in 
the rich salmon and cream cheese 
maki. 

Seafood lovers should try the 
mixed tempura of prawn, crabstick 
and vegetables. Old favorites like 
sukiyaki, tonkatsu and pork ribs 
teriyaki are also available. Chicken 
dishes include teriyaki, grilled 
miso chicken, yakitori, teppanyaki 
and torikatsu. 

Vegetarians also have a wide 
range of options including tofu 
steak, shittake mushroom teppa- 
nyaki, kakiage or vegetable fritters, 
vegetable tempura, yasai itame or 
stir fried mixed vegetables plus 
green beans with peanut dressing 
or spinach with sesame dressing. 

End your meal with luscious 
desserts like chewy chocolate and 
coconut balls with a soft strawber- 
ry center, buko pandan special with 
vanilla ice cream, pandan jelly and 
fresh coconut strips or have а 
scoop or two of vanilla ice cream. 

Red Kimono's Fort branch is lo- 


Similar campaigns in other 
emerging Japanese markets have 
been yielding positive results 
Among them is Toyokawa City, 
where a so-called “Travel to the 
Philippines” program has been 
bringing in Japanese tourists, par- 


Asako Alarcon has accompanied а 
big group of prominent Japanese 
visitors from Okinawa, led by Dr. 
Mikio Higa, president of Busena Re- 
sort Corp. 

"The group is one of many others 
who continue to come to Manila via. 


Itwasone of the trips being orga- 
nized annually by the Office of the 
Philippine Honorary Consulate 
General in Okinawa. Stories about 
the unique experiences in the 
Philippines generated by such trips 
encourage many Okinawans, in- 


cated at the ground floor, Fort 
Strip, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig (816- 
6642). The Pasig branch can be 
found at the ground floor, Silver 
City Mall, Frontera Verde complex, 
Julia Vargas corner E. Rodriguez Jr 
Avenue., Pasig City (706-1464). 


Taipei under a beyond-destination 
arrangement,” said Team Japan 
head Director Benito C. Bengzon Jr 
of the Department of Tourism 
on. 

"In fact, they also went to Cebu 
or sightseeing tours and stayed 
there for two nights before return- 


cluding those from their own 
tourism industry, to travel to Manila 
and visit the other parts of the 
archipelago. 

“We are happy about the contin- 
чей influx of Japanese tourists from 
Okinawa where the DOT is stepping 
up its marketing campaign,” Beng- 


$600 billion. 


ticularly seniors who comprise an 
8.9-million  Japan-wide 
with an estimated separation pay of 


market 


Toyokawa is part of the Aichi Pre- 
fecture, the site of the World Expo 
2005 where the Philippines won 
various awards. 


TEAM Japan head Director Benito С. Bengzon Jr (3rd from et 


Japanese visitors led by Dr. Mikio Higa (th rom le) pres 


with Okinawa Consul General Asako Alarcon (center) and 


‘ent of Busena Resort Corp, during their recent visit in Manila. 


Red Kimono caters and accepts 
reservations for corporate and so- 
cial events. Log on to wwwredki- 


SALMON and cream cheese maki mono.com.ph for more details. 


Gloria Jean's coffee beans- 
stuffed Beanies 


BRING HOME THE AROMA OF GLO- 
ría Jean's Coffees with the Coffee Bea- 
nies. Gloria Jean's Coffees recently in- 
troduced its exclusive Coffee Beanies, 
plush toys stuffed with Gloria Jean's 
Coffees’ very own flavored coffee beans. 
165 a perfect gift to give to your loved 
ones. That's not all. It’s also great for 
your car, office or any room as an air 
freshener too. Just buy four drinks to get 
а Coffee Beanie. Collect ай 12 varieties- 
reindeer, kangaroo, koala, monkey, ele 
phant, giraffe, zebra, camel, cow, hippo, 
leopard and unicorn. Visit any Gloria 


Jean's Coffees outlet nationwide for details. 


RATES (RAT exclusive) 


Paang o ey for job advertisements. P345 pr column centimeter every Sunday 
——— шеште This special selon comes FREE with you copy ofthe рид Ро 90м 
Philippine Copyright 1995 waw. 0801274010080. com published every Sunday and, for reservations / cancellations / corrections. 


distributed in Ky cites. Thursday 12:00 noon. 


Find A Career In Here. X EB 


CONVERGYS 


Outrhinking.Outdoing. 


OPENINGS IN ALABANG: 

With Sales Accounts offering up to P30,000 

monthly soles incentive 

Customer Service Associates 

Recruitment Specialist 

(atleast 6 months recruitment experience is required) 


OPENINGS IN CEBU: 

Customer Care Associates. 

(Voice, Non-voice, Technical & Semi-Technical Accounts) 
Team Leaders 

Culture & Communication Trainers 

Quality Evaluators 

Floor Coordinator 

HR Officer 

HR Specialist 

Recruitment Specialist 


OPENINGS IN COMMONWEALTH: 
inbound Customer Care Representatives - Satelite TV Account 
Inbound Customer Care Representatives - Automotive Account 
Technical Customer Care Representatives - Full Time 
Technical Customer Care Representatives - Part Time 
Client Services Manager- Technical Account 
Operations Manager - Technical Account 
Workforce Management Specialist 
Administrative Assistant 
Recruitment Officer 
Recruitment Specialist 
HR Officer 
* Please email resumes to 
rachel.ramirez@convergys.com 


of reasons, one of d ees 
E ens AL det 
oppornmities it could 
j ^ OPENINGS IN MAKATI: 
Customer Service Associates. 
Technical Customer Service Associates 
Administrative Assistant 
Operations Manager - Customer Service Program, Financial 


Apply at our Makati site and take home 
upto P500-worth Gift Certificates 


OPENINGS IN ORTIGAS: 
a Outbound Collections Representatives 
I Customer Service Associates. 
E Director Stephen Slade, 4 Customer Service Associates- Technical 
Customer Service Associates- Financial and Sales 
“Data Network Manager 
“Senior HR Officer 
*Sourcing Associate (Project Based) 


Get hired for our Technical Account in Ortigas 
and take home a New Year Bonus!” 
“Terms and conditions apply 
“Please email resumes to 
aireen.grace.a.palafoxaconvergys сот 


Our office at the U-Beltis, likewise, accepting 
applications for all Convergys sites. 


Get P20,000 
Christmas bonus 
if you get hired for our SELECTED Technical Accounts 
in Makati and Cebu 
* P7,500 to be credited on the 1st paycheck 
* P7,500 upon successful completion of product training 
* P5,000 on the 90th day of employment 


CONVERGYS is committed to the career growth of its 
agents, team leaders, senior team leader 

and operations managers through its highly-structured 
career path and an intensive Management 

Deve 


‘Walkin applicants in casual ate wl td it Dre. 


——————————————————— 
ALABANG OFFICE - BANAWA OFFICE CEBU ASIATOWN COMMONWEALTH OFFICE MAKATI OFFICE ORTIGAS OFFICE 'U-BELT OFFICE 
7 Block 44, Northgate R. Arcenas St. IT PARK OFFICE 2/ Diliman Commercial Center, Convergys One, 6796 24th Floor, Robinsons Level 1, 5t Thom: 

Cyberzone, Arcenas Estate, 11 i2 Bldg. #46 Don Mariano Marcos Ave... AyalaAve.corSaicedoSt Equitable Tower. #4 ADB Ave. 1150ЕзрайаВсы 


Muntinlupa City Banawa Hilis. Asiatown IT Park. Diliman. Quezon: Legaspi Village, Makati Сау: Ortigas Center, Pasig City ....... Padre Campa St 
(02) 758-1558 /7581553 Cebu City Lahug, Cebu Ci 102) 756-7019 7567200 027923177/7923138 . (027756:7274/ 8577652 Sampaloc. Manila 
632) 4165810. (32411921 5 (029 735-2006 


VISIT US NOW -philippinesrecruitment@convergys.com 
CHRISTMAS GIFT сүс 
FROM CONVERGYS. -555563 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


JOBMarket 


IT'S DIFFERENT HERE, 


IT'S BETTER HERE! 


Now Hiring! 


Customer Care Representatives 


Handle incoming customer care calls for our premier client, 


aleading wireless phone service provider. 


We Offer: 


“Excellent compensation package for our Agents 


“Rice/Meal/Transportation Allowances 
“Incentive and commission package 


"West is where your loyalty is truly rewarded 


“Referral incentives 
* Career growth opportunities 


Apply Now! westemployment.com 


West Contact Services, Inc. + HR Employment Office 


Phone: 784-8600 Fax 857-7431/32 
Email: MakatiJobs@west.com 


Two Locations! accepting applications at the 


Exportbank Plaza Office 


24/F Exportbank Plaza 
Don Chino Roces cor Sen. 
Gil Puyat, Makati 


17th & 18th Floors, Robinsons 
Cybergate Center, Tower 1 
EDSA corner Pioneer Street 


Mandaluyong City 


The Leading IT Security and Solutions 
Provider in the Philippines в ситету 
locking for dynamic indvcuals with strong. 
passion for information technology to jon our 
team of highly qualified Individuals. 


QUEZONCITYOFFICE 
Sales Executives 
* Graduate ol Sales or Marketing, Management кот reputable 
School 


+ Male/Female with strong sales background 
Outstanding Communication skits and negotiation skits 


Sales Managers 
* Candidate must possess at least a Bachelors/College Degree 
in Business Studies/Administraon/Management or 
Squlvalon from a reputable school 
< Outstanding Communication sis 
+ Should have outstanding business writing and seling skits 


Analyst/Programmer 


+ Graduate of Computer Science, information Technology ог 
Its equivalent from a roputable schoo! 
Advance knowledge in systems analysis and design 
Advance knowledge in Visual Basic 5. PHP, ASP, Java, 
HTML, XMA, CSS: Crystal Report, MySQL, SQL, MS 
ACCESS, 
‘Willing to work extended hours 


MAKATIOFFICE 
Product Managers 
Graduate of Business! Marketing or equivalent. Related 
Prolessional Training, Certification or Membership in 
Markoting Planning & Management. 
Strong market research song 
MalerFamale wi strong PR and events management skits 
Excalont Strategic sk (exploration, development, 
implemantation and monitoring) 
Marketing Manager 
Graduate of Business! Marketing or equivalent. Related 
Professional Training, Centication or Membership in 
Marketing Planning & Management 
Mala/Fomate 
Excaiont Leadership sila 
Excellent Stratogcshlls (exploration, development, 
implementation and monitor 
Quisanding Marketing Management (Products, Brand, 
Communication, Pricing. Disbution 
Outstanding People Management asy 
Outstanding Negotiation skins 
Channel Managers 
* Graduate of Business! Marketing or equivalent. Related 
Professional Training, Carticaton or Mambarahip In 
Marketing Planning & Management 
Мав оте win strong PR and communication зка 
Must ba wiling to work with minimal supervision 
Must handle etal or corporate partner 
Background in IT в а must, preferably with experience in IT 
Distribution 
Interested applicants may apply personally in our office 
ine Systems and Solutions Corporation 
2nd е, JBL Вар. #23 Matalino St. Central District Diman, Quezon Сау 
Tel No. 925-2938; 925-2223 
Unt 805 ВЕ Слу аа Herrera Tower, S8 УА. Ruino cor. Valero Sts., 
‘Salcedo Vilage, макан City Tel. No: 845-0594 
oramai res 


#XALPHASOFT 


Rak SERVICES CORPORATION 


IT JOBS IN THE U. 


AlphaSoft Services Corporation (part of 
$3 billion Teledata Group) is 
headquartered in Princeton NJ with other 
operating locations in Napervile, IL, Walnut 
Creek, CA and Dallas, TX. Its a leading 
software integration and consulting 
‘company focusing on Enterprise Solutions, 
CRM, E-Business, В! and Data- 
warehousing market segments. AlphaSoft 
(umwaiphasofiserices.com) is now hiring 
highly skilled IT consultants with technical 
expertise in any of the following: 


* SAP -Functional & Technical (any 
module) 

+ Oracle ERP Applications- 
Functional & Technical (any module) 

+ Data Warehousing and 
Business Intelligence Tools 

* Java (Architects and Senior 
Developers) 

NET (Architects and Senior 


WebSphere Enterprise Service 
Business! Process Server] 
Partner Gateway/Business 
Modeller, 

> TIM and TAM (Tivoli products) 

> Tivoli Monitoring Systems 

> 


082 version 9 
+ Other Technologies: 
> AgisPLM 
> Wind Chil 
> Matrix 


You must be a graduate of Engineering, 
Computer Science or Business 
Administration and with a minimum of 
three years relevant experience in 
reputable IT companies. Good 
‘communication skills is a must. 


Ап attractive compensation & benefits 
will be offered to successful candidates, 
which include comprehensive Health 
Insurance, 401K participation, US 
Immigration Sponsorship, Life and 
‘Accident insurance and paid vacations. 


Interested applicants may send their 
resumé to: Evangeline Castillo 

ог malito: 
Р.О. Box 1300, MCPO Makati City, 
Philippines 1253. 


The Management Systems International (MSI) 
projectwihoficesin Salcedo Vilage, Makati Сау, 
iSlookingfor 


ADJUDICATION SPECIALISTS 
To design and carry outa training series for 
adjudicators of administrative cases inrelatonto 
corruption for 50 days spread over January to 
June 2008. Applicants must have atleast 5 years 
tigation experience, preferably in the areas of 
administrative law and criminal law. Retired 
government adjudicators and law faculty аге 
desirable but not required. Specifically, the 
consultant ile tasked to: 
= Conducta pre-raring needs assessment 
= Design the training program 
= Prepare and carry outiectures and workshops 

in Metro Manila, Cebu and Davao 


MANUAL WRITERS 

To conceptualize and develop an enforcement 
manual featuring quickeference on procedures 
and substantive law discussions. Applicants must 
have the folowing: 

n 5-10 years tigation experience 

п Experience in writing legal manuals or similar 

references 


PROJECT MANAGERS 
Toassistin the selection of service providers and 
oversee implementation ol construction works or 
ойсе expansion and refurbishment. Applicants. 
must have at least 5-10 years experience in 
architectural, construction andor engineering 
project management for the folowing tasks: 
= Assist in identifying a construction sub- 

contractor 


= Contribute to the drafting of architectural 
designs ofthe ofice spaces 

= Oversee and monitor the actual renovation 
and office expansion 


Interested applicants must submit their CVs with 
‘coverleter on or before SPM of 4 January 2008 
#tcpontoy@msi-mca.comor Rm. 2302, 23/F 
88 Corporate Center, 141 Sedeno cor. Valero. 
Sis. Salcedo Vilage, Makati City 1227 Tel. №. 
887-1412; 887-7467 to 69. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007 


JOB OPENING!!! 


Kangagan Powa? 


Unit 903 Page 1 8199. 1215 Acacia Ave. 
Madrigal Business Park, Ayala Alabang 
1780 Muntinlupa City 

TeliFax. (02) 809 0593 


Admin Manager 

Attractive 

* Has ablities to get things done 

* Organized 

* Used to or wiling to work with 
westerners 

+ Amenable to Western time 
approach. 

* Resourceful and determined 

* Degree in business. 
administration (or equivalent) 


Send resume to: 


Total Point Of Sales (POS) 
SYSTEM PROVIDER 


IMMEDIAT 


PROJECT COORDINATOR 


Mats Para 2-20) on pang anay 
лит Sorea Сто pasig 
npa paras БА 
kaa panaman ange Pei Fam 
[c она чонта. 
я 

petes eset Tast Pan Tasi 
Sy wa ae Saray t 


4%... 


nro pcr may py реза ое may send sue 
жї\астүлав ате атава ишел ы кисү касиета 
Posten gpg se Se. 


JIMACINCORPORATED 
HD DEPARTMENT 
Panra toor TC Para биер rear 
а: Corina 8 Qn Awo Оло 
ты No. маем. loc. 112 
Fan No. 742-0094 

Email Adres: 


Get more exposure for your ad. 
Advertise in JobMarket Libre 


төгіп abont бе мішіші re at атм с ЗИ a 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007 


irr E ae 


ве 


it's all about the people! 


"We i5 looking for: 


Operations Managers 

Client Services Manager 
Implementations/Project Manager 
Quality Manager 

Financial Analyst 

Quality Supervisor (Outbound) 
Team Leaders 

HR Officer - Recruitment 
Training Supervisor 

Java Developer 

Crystal Report Writer 

QA Tester 

Systems Architect 

Workforce Specialists 

Debt and Recovery Specialist 
Quality Associates 

Front Desk Associates 

HR Specialist - Benefits 

HR Specialist - Labor Relations 
HR Specialists - Recruitment 


| 


CESS 


мокри 


а dynamic company engaged in 
the publication of the most. 
influential niche magazines 

1 O N 3 today, is in immediate need of: 


hinge 


Бетел 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES (3) 

Qualifications: 

* Аван College ені, preferably wih background in Marketing, Sales or any 

* Highly motivated, a team player, with good communication, negotiation and 
presentation skills, thrives under pressure and can work with minimal 

Supervision. 

Applicants must be wiling to work in Makati City and do fieid work 

Proferably has at least 7 year experience In Corporate Sales/Advertsing 

Publication 


EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS (4) 

Qualifications: 

* Graduate of a 4-year Communications course (or related degree) from а 
reputabie school. 

* Intemship or professional background іл pubilshing/media 1s a pius 

2 Gav, ah to anda mule ias în an ogarizad way ana on deadlines 

* Able to work under minimal supervision or win a 

2 Is computer iterate: communication, wing ang айл si в а pus 

1 Wiling to work overtime; confident and Incustrious. 


CIRCULATION MANAGER (1) 

Gualiications: 

+“ College Graduate, Major in Management, Economics or Marketing 

+ Proerabiy with at least five (5) years experience in Graton wih tee (3) 
years managerial experience 

Krowodgeable in product price, dattbuten and promoton strategies 

Prolcloncy in basie computar erations (Word, Exc, Powerpoint) 

2: Excelent communication, presentaton, wrting, interpersonal, analytical, 
panning. and organizing sidie 


GRAPHIC ARTISTS (3) 

Qualifications: 

~ College graduate of a computer andlor designing course. Preferably with 
publication layout background 

+ Exceptional designing exits 

* Organized, resourceful, creative 

5 Wiling to work overtime and thrives under pressure 


COPY EDITOR (1) 

Qualifications: 

+ Conducts Interviews and writes features, blurbs and caption 

+ бөлесіз error and ensures consistency in spelling. word use, grammar, 
hyphenatin, capitalization and punctuation 

* Corrects Inappropriate figures of speach and ambiguous statements, and 
liminates worainess, and moves/racasis sentences for readabilty 

+ Distributes assignments to writers and photographers 
Abe a wo under minal suce wi а group 
Professional background in publshing/med 

Е CRF ог Edtoriat Manager 


ааыа etia moy cd Бой minda кесін 


lications.ph, 


spanliliodinquirer.com.ph, уези 

hraGhip. phot bring o ana heo Gh NG Dh mae талы 

‘st corde, and any valid LO. at Unt 390, Mie Long Bulidng, 
Amorsolo 


Tel Mos: 7602284, 769 A2 8400108, 81 1048 


You can now checkout more jobs 
ШЕ... from JobMarket Libre everyday! 


Opportunity. Advantage. Success. 


Practice Nursing in the USA. 


| Ensure success by taking {Не CGFNS Qualifying Exam. | 


2 The CGFNS Qualifying Exam, the best predictor for passing 
NCLEX* continues to be offered in the Philippines. 


5 The CGFNS Qualifying Exam is the best preparation 
for NCLEX* worldwide. 


jurses who have been certified by CGFNS are the most highly 
recruited candidates for practice in the USA. 


forthe CGFNS 
Certification 
Program and 

take the CGFNS 


INTERNATIONAL. 


For more information visit us at www.cgfns.org/philippines 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


OB Market 


| 


PROGRAMMER 


| Knowledge in Web Design and 
Programming 

m ASP or other web programming language 

1и Knowlodoe In Database Programming 
(Access, MySQL. MSSq) 

|= krowiedgo in Networking and Computer 


d 


INQUIRER PUBLICATIONS is looking for dynamic Sales Individuals for the following areas: 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE (макан отсе) 


1-2 years experience in direct sales or advertising (sales experience in newspaper 
publishing or any related publishing business Is an advantage) 


Very good prospecting, presentation and communication skills бие 
БЕЗЕК Саад TELEMARKETER 


Passionate about selling 
Has a working knowledge of word processing tools such as Word, Excel and Powerpoint 
Must be а resident of Metro Manila 


SALES CONSULTANTS (centrai Luzon, North Luzon, South Luzon and Davao) 

+ Must be a resident of Central Luzon (Pampanga or Tarlac); North Luzon (Dagupan or 
Baguio), South Luzon (Laguna or Batangas) and Davao City. 

Familar with and has a дова network of contacts In the local government units and private 

businesses in the region 

1-2 years experlence Іп Sales 

Keen interest in saling newspaper advertising ads and supplements 

Likes to think out-of-the-box solutions and new Ideas 

Excellent customer relations skiis 

Passlonate about selling 


1и Female not more than 30 years old 
ж Colege Graduate 
= waing to work in Antipolo Сау 
ты. No: 682-7168770 
ssumé: apply @bmexpress.com 


URGENTLY NEEDED! 


ADMIN. ASSISTANT 
MF. graduale of any 4-year course 
Computer rate 

Good communication skits 


Send your application (with photo) NOW to the: 


The Human Resources (с/о IPI) 
POI Building 

Pasong Tamo corner Yague and Mascardo ‘Sts. 
Makati City 1200 


Submit application with LD. picture to: 
TSB Enterprises, inc. 
148 Philand Drive Ем. 
Brgy. Pasong Tamo, Tandang Sora, Q.C. 
Telno. 931-5485 0r 932-8086 
tsbenterprises@pacific.net ph 


ог email to: jreyes@inauirerpublications-ph; sponilloGinqulrer.com.ph; 
omirezGinguirerpublications. ph 


The country's widely read and circulated newspaper is in need of: 


ACCOUNTING GRADUATES 
^ W at least б monte 1o 1 
radit & Colacton were 


SYSTEMS ANALYST / PROGRAMMER 
nos In General Accounting andor =  Cologo Graduate prelarabiy Computer Science or Compuler Engineering wi 
мап пасри 


+ Krowaóga cl basic compute operations + Backgreuncin Computer hardware 
2 Gan work under pressure and win minimal superélen 1 Wi воет experince 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER 1 Tio 2 yars a ков lasing to 
alaga graduate preeabiy Fina Ans 1. оонада in Уныш! Бире ox Powotulder, VB бобов Pe Siping, Wed 


1 уша sxpenence ав Graphie Designer 
lance pustahing 
Photoshop, Pagerakor, Coal Оған 
та computor based tustrton, Page Design 
REPORTER - DAY DESK E 
f. Содоро graduate pratarabiy major in Jouralem or Masa Communication 
Kowiodgo n base computer operations 
{Slots in Communication, inavening, Research & Wing 
бора s 
Most nave at aot 1 yaar expafanea In news poring 
NETWORK / SYSTEMS ENGINEER 
ыы : 
Fama win Cancale п Computer Nawaring 
Exporonco In omal & тоте Аатипешайоп ала E 
ix Windows 2000 or 2005 Server Aaristaton and Development, 
‘Gini admeleranon, ТОРЛЕ Netware 
Database knonlodgs в a pus. 


Programming, MS SOL 2000 or Bybase SOL or aer rational database, 
Maragerart Sy 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
Cosege graduate wi background e Markang & Finance 
1 Krowadga in basic computer oparatons 
1 Wang toe relocated те Vives Area 
‘Good Communication à Intorpersorai Ses 
ы Т ysarescerence in smiar job or jobs leading to 
MARKETING SERVICES COORDINATOR 
Graduate ot Мален or Mass Communication 
Al lemt year expanence в tie po ог pos leading ен 
E ІШ background in conceptuahzalicn and 'ayouing ol регі ads 
Excelent Pining, Organizing А Project Management Sat 


compuren ENGINEER 
raciste ot Computer Engneoang/ ЕСЕ 
Simons 1o Түгі experienco ons po. 
} Knonledge of computer operations system iko Windows XP 
па Windows 2000 MAC OS X, desktop sppieatons бө MS Otis 
Postes 


Send your application letter and comprehensive resumé to: 


THE HR MANAGEMENT SERVICES HEAD. 
Philippine Daily inquirer, Inc. 


pon Olle, Emal сі 
Trousieshooing ala 
Kron 


t, Aca 


ree, Makati City 
entGinquirer.com. ph. 


ommuricaton Salts 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007 


Workers on piecework basis 
entitled to 13th month рау 


THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND 
Employment (Dole) said that work. 
ere paid on piecework basis slong 
‘with all che other rank and fe em 
Bloyees are entitled to the 13! month 


should not be less than one welt (17 
12) of the toil basic salary earned by 
an employee im a calendar year 
thether he or she is раз ота full dme, 


anime, or pieeework basis or pad 
A nea salary lus commision. 
Не ао sid thatthe benefit should 
Dé. bo paid mo iter than Dec. 24 of every 
yers to year. Ап employer however may 
workers the gie hig or her employees one-half of 
the 13% month pay Before the ope 
ing af the regular school year and te 
fall on or before Dee. 24 of 


Pabor and Employment 5 
‘Amro D. Brion said Presid 
Cree 851 mandates al 
a heir rank and f 
Y. month pay regan 
ture the workers jobs and irrespective 
of the methods by which their wages 
зге paid provided they worked for at 
feast ong month during a calendar 
‘Brion said the law entitles all full 
time rank and fle workers, as well as 
those c sre paid on piecwork bar 
Sis ога fixed of guaranteed wage plus 
omission, to receve the 13" month 


tempted from the 13% month pa 
are workers who are paid on purely 
omnmiesion, Boundary. task basis or 
Sakyan or those who are paid a fixed 
mount for performing specifie work 
Househelpers and persons in the рет. 
Sona service of another are also noi 
Фей to the} 3th month pa 
"non said ging 13th month pay to 
1 there workers depends upon the dis 
ейп of employers: He, nonethe: 
‘work produced that is more or less less enjoined’ empleyere of 
ed without regard to Kasambahays and those who provide 
in producing each them personal services to give these 
‘workers the 13° month Беле. 
Тасы: workers deserve benefits 
gend te needa of our frie at 
10 our jobs and businesses," Brion said 


Headed that employees working 
meted to the 137 month pa 
from each of thelr employers. 

Не said that the 19% month pay 


Technical Customer i 1 
Service Associates i 
Temporary Recruitment Site: - 
Circle Inn Hotel, H 

Lopez Jaena - Malaspina Streets, | 
Capitol Shopping Center, 1 
Bacolod City i 4 
034-4351715 


034-4351724 
034-4351732 


INQUIRES ке 


X. 
PAYROLL STAFF 


* College graduate (any business course) 

* With 3 years experience in similar field 

* knowledge of payroll system, SSS, BIR and other 
goverment regulations 

* knowledge of Corporate Taxation Law and basic labor 
laws 

* experience in bank payroll transactions 

* Mathematical ability and analytical skills 

* basic computer operations 

Send your application (with photo) NOW to the: 

The Human Resources (c/o IPI) 

PDI Building 

Pasong Tamo corner Yague and Mascardo Sts. | 

Makati City 1200 

or email to: reyes @inquirerpublications.ph; 

spanilio @ inquirer.com.ph 


DELE + 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007 bam = 
Philippine Copyright 1995 www. johmarteientine.com 


‘Text us your feedback: Inquirer jm name/city/message. Send to 220; 


THE POWER ТО START ый 
EXCEPTIONAL CAREER IS | 


MANILA 


Recruitment Associates 
Recruitment Specialists 
Recruitment Officers 
Recruitment Supervisor 
Recruitment Manager 

Accent & Comm. Trainer - 
Customer Service Representative 
Coach 

Team Leader 

DIET Trainer 

Training Designer 

Database Administrator 

HR Associate 

Company Nurse 

Financial Planning Analyst 
Systems Accountant 

Internal Auditor 

HR Supervisor - Ops Support 


CEBU 


Recruitment Associates 
Recruitment Specialists 
Recruitment Officers 
Recruitment Supervisor 
Recruitment Manager 
Accent & Comm. Trainer 
Customer Service Representative 
Account Specialist 
Operations Supervisor 

PST Trainer 

Recruitment Manager 
Training Supervisor 

Level 2 Diet Trainer 
Database Administrator 
Customer Service Agent 
Project Support Specialist 
Human Resource Manager 
Programmer 


Please visit our website 
www.beXceptional.com 


7F BPI Buendia Center, Sen. Gil Puyat Ave. 
Makati City 

з manilacareers@eperformax.com 
Subject: Manila (Position applying for] 

И TextConnect: Type ePerformax<space>Name 


PPYÍ NEW YEAR! 


e all: ef usgit. 


fl ө да 
| linksolutions 
Not just a place to work. 
It's a place to build a long-term career. 


OPERATIONS MANAGER (1) 
* At least 2 Years management experience 


Ji ineither Inbound or Outbound Center. 


* Multiple account manegement is an advantage 

* College Degree is required 

* Must posses excellent English and Communication Skills 

"Asong Af US cultore and business 
practices is expected 

* Can do and Wil Do attitude a mast 


. CALL CENTER SUPERVISOR (5) 

© AL Least G months experience es 
Supervisor is required 

* Strong oral and written English skills are expected 

* Knowledge of call center analytics 

* College Degree or Commensurate Experience is required 


* Financial, Banking, Credit Card and Sales experience is a plus 


Team Leader or 


QUALITY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE 6) 
* Strong English communications skills, oral and written 
skills is required 
* College Degree or Commensurate Experience is required 
At least 6 months experience in similar capacity required 
* Expert knowledge in quality, sales and customer service process 


CALL CENTER REPRESENTATIVE (10) 
* Strong English communication skills, oral and written. 
skills is required 
College Degree or Commensurate Experience is required 
* Customer Service or Sales Experience an Advantage 
* Credit card acquisition experience of at least 3 months is a plus 
INBOUND and OUTBOUNI ng/ Financial с ign backgre 
(Costumer Service, Seles, Credit Card acquisition and/or | Loans, 
Balance Transfer Collection) 


COMMUNICATIONS AND PRODUCT TRAINER 2) 

* Strong English си 

skills is required 

* College Degree or Commensurate Experience expected 
WA least Year experience in similar field required 


ications skills, aral and written 


HR RECRUITMENT OFFICER (2) 

* Strong English communications skills, oral өмі written 
skills is required 

* College Degree required 
* At least 4 year in a supervisory capacity an advantege 
* HRIS, Benefits Management, Employee Relations 
experience is a plus 
* Proactive self starters needed 


Our Goal is to be the SERVICE PROVIDER OF CHOICE for organizations looking to leverage the HIGHLY SKILLED and CUSTOMER CENTRIC Workforce of the Philippines 
We have opened our first service delivery center in the Makati City and are looking for professionals to help us build our presence іп the Philippines, 


OTHER POSITIONS: 
REPORT WRITERS 
ELECTRO-MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN 
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTIONISTS 
CLIENT SERVICES OFFICER. 
HRASSISTANT. 
Ш ‘SALES VERFER. 


Our office is located at: 

Srd Floor, Goodland-Smartnet Building, 
377 Sen, Gil Puyat Avenue, 

Makati City 


Contact information 

TEL: 793.LINK (6465) 

Fax: 793.5444 

URL: wwwlinkbpo.com 

E-Mail: recruitmentgllinkbpo.com 


|- APPLICANTS CAN GO TO OUR CENTER FOR ON THE SPOT INTERVIEWS FROM 9 AM TILL MIDNIGHT MONDAYS THRU FRIDAYS, WE ARE ON SEN. GIL PUYAT AVE. 
(BUENDIA) BETWEEN PASEO DE ROXAS AVENUE AND MAKATI AVENUE (IN FRONT OF METRO BANK HEAD OFFICE). 


= 
А AN 
Bayer CropScience BAYER 


R 
Our Sales and Marketing Group is in need of: 


Area Sales Coordinators 
(Luzon and VisMin) 


Allapplicants should have the following qualifications: 
Education: 


> BS Agriculture, Agricultural Business Management 
Graduate or Any Related Courses. 
Papi 


> Minimum of 3-5 Years Experience in Sales and Collection 
in Crop Protection Industry 

> At Least 3 Years Experience in Retailers and Distributions 
Management 


> Excellent Oral and Written Communication. 

> Very Good Negotiating Ability 

> Self-Motivated and Can Work Well With Minimum 
Supervision. 

> Team Player.and Can Relate Well with All Levels in ће Sales 


Team 
> Customer-Service Oriented, With Good Analytical Skills 


> Male, 25-35 years old 
> Computer Literate, Proficient in Windows Applications, 
Knows How to Drive 


ONLY QUALIFIED CANDIDATES are requested to email their 
resumé with pictures at cristina.malabanan@ bayercropscience.com 
ог send it to Human Resource Department, ЗЕ Bayer House, 
Canlubang Industrial Estate, and Calamba City not later than 
January 4,2008. 


A reputable company. based in the United Arab 
Emirates is looking for dynamic professionals to fill 
the below vacancies: 


Field Service ELECTRICIAN / MECHANIC 
for Electric Power Diesel Generator Sets with the following 
qualifications: 
> Diploma in Electrical / Mechanical Engineering or 
equivalent 
Minimum 3-5 years experience in the field service of 
the Diesel generator Sets in one of the reputable 
Dealers (e.g. Caterpillar dealer, Cummins dealer, 
Perkins dealer, MTU dealer, SDMO Agent) is a must. 
Wide Knowledge in Troubleshooting, Diagnosis, 
Repair and quote of Electrical power & control 
Systems of the power gensets & engines with 
electronically controlled fuel injection system & 
synchronizing panels 
> Good command of English language 
> Good Computer skills, knowledge (ET, Software) 
> Have valid driving license. 
The qualified candidates only can send their C. 
with recent photograph to e-mail: айат@ей 


JOB OPENING 


10th fr AIC Center Escoita St. Binondo, Manila 
те. Nos: 2308777 loc 402 or 404. 


449-5024 | 411-2044 


AAA GLOBAL MANPOWER CORP 


Formerly Anjubel Recruitment International Corp. 
POEA-025-LB-019305-UL 


20 NURSES FOR US EMPLOYMENT 
ASMCLUSA www. 15 seeking experienced acute nones for hospitais 
With locations in Texas. These hospitals offer competitive salaries and 
Exceptional employees benefits. Located in 2 very aflrcabie community anda 
reat piace o raise a family 

ni NLY: NO. LLECTED 
Send resumes: Penthouse D Valero Tower, #122 Valero St. Salcedo Village, 
Makati Ciy: Tel. Nos: 7305723-24: 8944986: Fax: 7303746 
Email Add: keene @asmci.com / zen @asmei-com / 
er E yahoo.com 


BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECRUITERS!!! 


EVA AIRWAYS CORPORATION 
Is in immediate need of 


Reservation & Airport Staff 


Preferably with experience 

= Flueat in English. Mandarin speaking an advantage 

= Excellent interpersonal skills with people from all levels of 
management 

- With pleasing personality, independent and responsible 

С Knowledgeabie in Microsoft Word, Excel and Powerpoint 

С Resides in Manila, Makati, Alabang, Parahaque, Las Piñas and 
Quezon City 


Please send your resumé on or before Jan. 7, 2008 to: 


WISDOM MANPOWER SERVICES ING. 
URGENT HIRING 


Inquire at 
597-8808 loc 514. 


‘ony business related course 
Al interested appäcani тау apply m person at 


URGENT Ш Гез NOW HIRING! || 22220 
ASTRY CHEF | Алы» || napaasa, 
interested Applicants may сой hairdressing OSalon Technicians 
and send their comprehensive Фкйсцот кунь 


resume with 2x2 colored 


gregibtikar.ce 
0927-8244529 | 046-4386958 pe 


Мае ете. not mare inon 30 years cd ih good 
mers chess, wi ion ron 

Авс Hob tod роде, 
isreded Арка con mal ek Resume Bidet: 


ahdonsbnbayebon com 
Ferrer ngi, moy col RIXA 


Sura Where you find the best. 


VISIT US AT 
тммдітшігілігешті 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 30, 2007 


Je BXarket - 


Philippine Efficient Lighting Market Transformation Program 


The PEUMT Projet ended bythe Gaba Environment Facit (БЕР) ала е Utd Калоо Development Рози 
(UNO?) and mplemerted by e Dapariment of төгүү (DOE) кене of qusc candles or ha рон o! Елама 
‘tac (EO), Informati |. and DrbvecMessenget [DM o be based at ha DOE Oe n 
"gut Ciy. The PELVATP le tensed to ses mo bars o widespread иран ot зат ent King (EEL) 
жуйет ве Pipes, 


1. палае Officer inel dation of amgloymart is one (1) year, but may be extended based on работала, 

The Finance Officer shat be esponsle Ior Ве accurata and аррсрише recording a! disbursements ol Projet lus 

maintaining the s f books requred according ю UNDP accounting procedures. cass and summarizing калса 

Ттт! th project and ha ganaron c required апа! repons. Haro wit also b responsi in nding 

"ole ook of accounts such as здеу ledgers ad specal адс. Specs, she wi e responsi or 

the lowing at: 

башл and implementation of а GEF financial system that records transactions thal utlize GEF Funds in 
accordance Wi UNDP's хп} деге on nala! execution; 

+ Ofenlon ot stat on һө Ue cle poets nanc systems and procedues: 

{Proper taco of fiend! талаас and sura tagua raport on De priests езгеш! stats 

7. Geri cowetnese of ours, vouchers, s, онан of accounts, vial balance, budget одета and oiher 
fron stoner and гөзи; 

ЕТМЕШ ТГ вате! expences, vouchers and гері for 
рде. leas, ое: 

+ Preparation of aua and quy budgets nldig the necessary budget revisions based on the corresponding 
osten budgets approved by DOE: 

‚ Edablebmenl of а project account and ensure appropcatenos and proper reco kasing of ansactions: 

{Superson e Ie preparation ol payrol end general voucher of salaras, and othar documentary requirements lor 
disbursements: 

* Preparation c раша? 
татав silus of те prof 

Haman d a system ol ers al records al e in cad and Ind ойо ol cofrancrg өше t Be Рева. 

{Breve lechnical inputs in o inplemensen o a varous талап mechanisms Pal wil £o старой unde 
PET. 

Qualification and Experience 

1 folds al leat а Dachers Degree i accounting, nan 
буе nha sima oe any oar relevant Bald: 

+ Қарын 9 ала pracicalrelavani espetence in accountng, budgeting, ook Keeping and i at isast 2 yeas 
теда wo experience. поне 1 UNDP accountng procaduree e an айзада 

‚Койлу knowledge cf dlabese, word processing and spreadsheet applications, as wal as experince with 
accountng share 

+ боой wring and ral communication skiis 

1 High leval шенеп dts al aspe ol werk responses; 

“Aby to elo ang comply wih reporting procedures 


sorts on dbussanens made by the project, and ai е Project Team on бе overa 


——— P 


rong iteersond scis ап ail 1o coordinata wih ull абы, and 
Good organizoni and tme management sls; 
However, rah graduates cn piae schools wih cuandg scholastic records are encouraged o agp. 
formation Technology Specialist Irita! duration ot employment sene (1) 
‘on райоталов 
‘The PMO Т Specialist shal be responsi lo o management and maintenance c Pract database system and 
websie. Не she wil coordinate logistics, топон the conduct ol ha acts according 1o specedagreed 
Tenue and provide commendation o ater 1e colection o ormaboniata/epots kom PELMATE 
‘pooled, haaha өй be responsie о undertake пе flowing task 
+ Design эла maintains һе Pre! Work Pan and Busgt (ject main Managerment) sotare: 
Coordinates dala management an colin ої poet formation kom trent PELMATP acies; 
Manages and тайла PELMATP database and көзде and ores sll one us 
7. Beo taglay о he Project Menagar оп no sa ol project aces не 2-6. larget cul 
7. Римде anna and келгісі pls in Ie preparaton о project reports: and 
{Assis inthe desig о information, education and communication mataas [or Component 3-EEL Application 
Consumer Ansreness Program ct РЕМАТР. 
Quaifcaon and Experience. 
fecha Degra namato сур, computer management or corper engneeci кот areae schoot: 
{nin 1 yer exoonce  lomalon technology ardor compu ams an stare management, réel 
in god knowlege al LINUX, MICROSOFT, вла Ове Project Managementivomaton Systane soar 
celari Engish communicate skis, bah waten and verbal; 
{wi salaan sd on Фе use cf cic soltar packages seh as MS Word, Excel and Powe Pit. 


ш. bd may be extended base 


3. DriveriMessenger (DM) inal duration o employment is one (1) year, but may be extended based on 
parormance 
Af Messenger rer lor PELMATP ha hav е lawin responsis 
+ сип varus proc documents and matta 1o dri organizations end эсе 
+ Transport Projet ical эла personel, wotstop алката, and теша; representatives in varus 
РЕШАТ 
+ Extends support services dung ofl functions Be maalaga, conferences, workshops, өс. and, 
{ranges ang monies regular аа грваталіетатке ps. 
uala and Experience 
‘Has a vid plosicral divers tense ar 
* Has alas ne (5) yeasexporence, 
7. Fans wih rond ote i Moro Меліс; 


wel versed ih Vali кін and requir 


Expariece and woring knowledge in е troubleshooting and bascnior repair ct vehicles: 
Good interpersona! slits and саг 
‘oad signs and prepare reports 
* Can ass ве physica! examinator 
* Rost courous; 


d апа speak Engish we enough 10 lal o e гл experts, understand 


Ву reason ol райета, 
NGI Clearance A Barangay Clearance, and 

1 Zratarance tom most есеп employers 

A aplication оное ang comprehensive resumes should reach ош г on о beoe January 11, 2009. Adress 

прост ю те PELMATP Pret Hanan Resource Оералтем Deparment ol Еледу, Enemy Center, Mart са, 

Тарар Mato Mana, Ts adverisement shal remain postad in ww do gv ph uni лозу 11. 208 


The project, "National Assessment on the State of Disaster Risk Management in 
the Philippines," funded by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), through the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and implemented by the Office of Civit 
Defense (OCD) is in search of a Disaster Risk Management Operations Specialist. 


The project will review all related literature and relevant documentation on 
disaster risk management (DRM) / disaster management (DM) over the past 10 
years (1997 - 2007) focusing on the disasters’ major impacts and lessons learned, 
as well as, good practices as a result of the disaster occurrence. The baseline 
assessment of the DRM issues in the Philippines and the lessons learned will be 


the major inputs in the formulation of the comprehensive DRM Framework. The 


project will run for only 11 months. 


Disaster Risk Management Operations Specialist 
(6 months spread over 9 months) 


Responsibilities: 


= Lead the design of the required consultations and workshops, to include the 
following: (1) preparing the agenda; (2) identifying the resource persons and 
allocating specific responsibilities; and (3) dealing with workshop logistics; 


We are all about 
people supporting people. 


№5 what we do. 


MANAGEMENT AND PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR OUR EXPANSION AND GRO! 


For positions listed below, kindly email your resume 
philippinécorpjobs@peoplesupport.com 
‘indicate position in the subject line. 


[ADMINISTRATION AND FACILITIES 
Front Desk Administrator 
Safety and Security Associate 


BUSINESS PROCESS IMPROVEMENT 
Analyst for Business Process Improv © 
Mana 


FINANCE 

Accounting Officer (Tax Compliance) 

Financial Analyst 

Payroll Specialist 

Payroll Supervisor 

Revenue Analyst 

Risk Management Officer 

Systems Analyst (Financial/Accounting Applications) 
Treasury Specialist 


HUMAN RESOURCES. 
Compliance Manager 
r - Employee Relations (Cebu) 
Corporate Recruitment Officer 
HR Assistant - Recruitment (Baguio) 
HR Associate - Organizational Development (Baguio) 
er - Employee Relations (Baguio) 
Project Manager. 
Technical Recruiter (Cebu) 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Business Analyst 

Consulting and implementation Manage 
Data Quality Manager 
Database Administrator 
Desktop Analyst 
на Database Administrator 


TT Specialist (8490) 
Network Engineer 
QA Engineer. 
are Engineer, 
st Cebu) 


Makati City 


PeopleSupport Center 
Ayala cor. Sen. Gil Puyat Avenues 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm 
turday, 9:00am to 3:00pm 
HR Hotline: (02) 755-2600. 
maniajobsespeoplesupportcom 


PeopleSupport Сері 
e-Office 1, AsiaTown IT Park 
Monday to Saturday, 
9:00am to 5:00pm 
HR Hotline: (032) 234-8222 


= Lead the organization of workshops, including: (1) identification of 
facilities and ensuring their appropriateness; (2) ensure that all 
participants are invited in a timely manner; and (3) encourage active 
participation during workshops; 

+ Facilitate the workshops, including: (1) ensuring each session is 
implemented in an appropriate manner, including availability of 
chairpersons, note takers, etc.; (2) facilitating the plenary sessions; (3) 
overseeing the working group sessions; and (4) collecting workshop outputs 
and helping synthesize the findings; 

= Prepare workshop proceedings, containing the major fíndings; and 

= Contribute inputs to the team leader for the necessary report preparation. 


cebu@peoplesupportcom 


Baguio City 
peoplesupport Baguio 
SM Fiesta Strip Building, 
Harison Road, Baguio City 
ооо 


Davao C ity 
8-1 Luisa Avenue Square Jacinto Extension 
Monday to Saturday, 9:00am to 6:00pm 
Tin Hotline: (062) 227-9301 
davaojobs@peoplesupport.com 


All application letters, comprehensive resumes and P11 form should 
reach our office on or before 09 January 2008. Address applications to 
the Development Support Services Center, United Nations Development 
Programme, 30th Floor, Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala 
Avenue corner Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City, tel. # 901 0272. 


Applicants are requested to complete the UN Personal History Form (P.11), available 
in the UNDP website www.undp.org.ph/jobs. 


PEOPLESUPPORT 


This advertisement shall remain posted in www.undp.org.ph until 09 January, 2008. 


4xx 


7. JoBMarket 27722222222 emm 


smal: workingpeople@ingurer.com ph. 


WORKING PEOPLE Sous 


“Text us your feedback inqurer paw лотом Send to 2207 (бейи) or 283 (Smart) 


CAREER HAPPINESS IN 2008 
New Year's resolution for working people 


discern the relevance of your 1. Don't be unfair to yourself 
work to your life. It is not by insisting that you'll be 
enough though to have a per- happy only when you're done 
sonal mission statement. It із toiling. Be happy right at the 


By Roel A. Andag expresses gratitude 
Contributor ‘The mind is infinitely pow- 

erful. Napoleon Hill's book 
TRY HAPPINESS AT WORK AS “Think and Grow Rich" is an 


а New Year's resolution. authoritative reference on likewise important to spell moment, right where you are. 

Martin Seligman, one of positive thinking. As Hill says out how the mission isto be Be grateful for even the 
the founders of positive psy- "thoughts are things." Happi- fulfilled. littlest graces, unleash your 
chology (psychology that fo- ness is first a creation of the Personal mission sense of humor and laugh 


Cuses on wellness rather than mind that the body conse- 
оп illness), explains that hap- quently articulates. Stop a 
piness has three components: negative thought as soon as 
positive emotions, complete it occurs. Do not allow nega- 
engagement, and purpose in tivism to dominate your 
life. Based on results of global work life. м 
happiness surveys, this school Creating and maintaining 
of thought believes that hap- Positive disposition is vital to 
piness is not dependent on Productivity. А cheerful 
Material trappings. Let us ap- worker radiates an energy 
ply Seligman's framework to that uplifts others. Tasks be- the сорын тышто йет support of family, friends and 
nce happiness at work come lighter as well. ne thle complementing, colleagues. 
starting in 2008, Complete engagement | wiusmow sr ко с. сом Of course, while changing a 3: Acknowledge that you 
Positive emotions Have you tried focusing оп tage if we are able to rally al vision, mission and goals. In corporate mission is a major Cannot be happy all the time. 
What are negative emo- your job such that you got our senses to the demands of other words, urgent matters effort, a personal mission But with determination, you 
stions? The major ones are completely absorbed in it? the occasion. Barring distrac- force us to be reactive while should be easy to modify any- сап be happy most of the 
‘complaining, criticizing, com This state of being is other- tions, work becomes easier important things require usto time to fit emerging develop. time. To avoid disappoint- 


Is your mission aligned with heartily. 
that of the company? Many , 2: Recognize when you аге 
would dismiss this as human happy. Avoid the tendency of 
resource hokum. One's skills magnifying and verbalizing 
Set may be what the company only unhappiness. Identify 
is looking for but dissonance the causes of your unhappi- 
in missions will ultimately re. пез and work on ways how to 
sult in job dissatisfaction. A Overcome them. Prioritize 
proactive professional exam. Umhappiness factors that are 
ines his personal mission апа Within your control. Seek the 


peting and comparing. One is wise called peak perfor- and enjoyable. be proactive. ments. Flexibility isa markof ment, do not romanticize re- 
inviting unhappiness if he is mance. It demands presence What we focus on is equally To sustain peak perfor- a happy person. ality ог set impossible stan- 
engaged in these destructive ог "being there," meaning important. Lest we expend mance, and therefore happi- What does a personal mis. dards. 


emotions. In fact, in the case that your mind, body and our energies on insignificant ness at work, stay committed sion have to do with happi- |4. Initiate lifestyle changes 
of comparisons, what makes heart are synchronically at- concerns, let us revisit to the things that are impor- ness? A personal mission that will support happiness at 
people feel miserable is the tuned to the activity. Stephen Covey's “Тһе 7 Hab- tant and veer away from serves as the anchor that will Work and in life in general. 
Brass is Greener syndrome— Take for example the mun- its of Highly Effective People" those that are merely urgent. keep you steady in a sea of Strive for work-life balance. 
the unbearable thought that dane act of eating. Our taste where the author distin- What is your mission in uncertainties. It becomes a 5. Have a spring in your 
the unbearable thought that GG receptive guishes “urgent” from “impor. life? Do you have a personal source of stability. It gives you. St€P аз you wake up to start 
them. when. we focus on the food. tant.” According to Covey, mission statement? A mission meaning. each workday. It is said that 
йш are positive emotions We are able to authentically something that is urgent de- statement is your compass аз Тһе advent of a new year 282 race, Filipinos are predis- 
then? Oppositely, they are appreciate the meal and stay mands immediate attention you march along your career provides us with opportunities posed to be happy. Use that to 
commending, affirming, co. fuller longer. Those who read, and is oftentimes irrelevant to path. Covey calls ita personal of renewal and fills us with op- Your advantage. 
operating and supporting A talk, watch television or surf the achievement of real goals. constitution. А mission state- timism. Resolving to be happy Happy New Year! 


person of courage and matu- the Internet while eating di- On the other hand, some- mentis life-defining. at work is part of career stew- | (The author is an independent 
Fity accentuates the positive, minish the health benefits of thing that is important re- Having a personal mission ardship. A happy person is а taining and communication con- 
demonstrates appreciation, the food. quires discernment and con- statement illustrates self-lead productive person. Here аге sultant. Feedback at http:// 


Works with competitors and It would be to our advan- tributes to the achievement of ership. With it you are able to supplementary reminders: SUceessystem- blogspot.com) 


Alibrary could be your gift to your community | „оа. 


Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, flee 
to Egypt, and stay there until 1 tell you." 


By Gia Damaso-Dumo ernment, and now the executive” stresses Keh. In other places, principals 
(ез Sector of ie шын. pred Е 
Commitment to service | ninth library in Payatas В Annex at least one class per week is JC 
WHEN двоот 20 pencawr or ОТР, Elementary School in Payatas, held inside the Akon library ork's driving force 
the Philippines 39 million public member Keh as the changemaker Quezon City. Like other benefi- while teachers are starting to қ A E 
elementy school children Во not at the brink of disillusionment ciary schools, Payatas B Annex give reading assignments that | By Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas, SDB, DD 
po epum RE c LIE E Tct 
ее AP ром in achiev. Ша bray materials, Members 
И ak hita fx. | THE EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND 
reading. - elections that “will make (him) Userfriendly ing up and manning the library, жылы ны ну NA 
dcin seco ор е пен, ана ask r ШЕ О wiat itisto bea migrant conli елі бе 


than to give the gift of an ad- None of those prognostications „Сш 
- is for Ahon to consider the schools. workers suffering the pains of loneliness, separation from loved ones, 
equately stocked and user- materialized so Keh is here to veals. айак ийи! бакаа кыйн seed des она, 
айу ibrary? Siy and do his own bidding ohie Teommended by the Deparment "Eventually Ahon Foundation | Пт the hos societi, or those others who may be un 
of Education as having the great- intends to reach out to the prov- | ШУ exploited by employers or may be physically or psychologically 


‚ТМ has been the mission of countrymen in his blog. Through Ue Er рер dong rtv ra may em y 
tact of Hope Tor the Nation Ahon, heis working with “leaders eSt Need for a library. Next, they inces, starting with Nueva Ecija, | makreated by others, While reflecting deeper on why te Holy Fam 


ОЕ Норе Гог Ма who havea rood tack record for. narrow dowa the selection to Pampanga and Bulacan, and by | {had to migrare, one could understand what should be the most 


( needy schools that have “pro. ana У | importan driving fore for one to work anywhere, here or abroad. 
is May 206: ahon,«nonstock, service and who are genuinely єй] schools that bave spro, the latter рап of 2008, to | ретше were human anions that compact Joeph to bring 


н лыр а PALI ; : 
2 Не Бе М; Т 
ТЕ Бе анага ку аа ае кшт ин Пу | reni pese fede detener бмк КА 
соата ы "olt commitment to service Me they asked to call a peded. е LL 


in the Philippine. can be traced to his Jesuit edu- reri 

8 ^ Ing forthe purpose of getting Book donation project | ever happened in his Шала that of his family while in a foreign and 

To dare, the foundation has cation at Xavier School in grade. 08 fo Fon monien S 8 Bond major project of Ahon | ағатай of faidh in the Anigh. Faith and obedience to the Divine 

5 lool and high school, and at he Providing the basics of a user- Foundation is “Isang Milyong | Will was the motivating power for Joseph to live and work in Egypt 

braries in public elementary Ateneo de Manila, where he fin- ГОДУ рагу а good-size Aklat, Isang Milyong Pangarap,” | Inthe same мау, any worker, migrant or local, even though he is 
, schools in Metro Manila, each ished BS Psychology in h 

. Iriendly ту а eee eee Аа, Isang Milyong Pangarap, | driven to work by human factors such as, satisfaction of the basie 

Stocked with from P600,600 to Shortly after college, he Put up Chairs and Shelves, wall paint, nership with KIDS Foundation, | needs for food, clothing, shelter, education forthe children, ete., and 

1000 worth of brand new sci. Pathways to Higher Educatier electric fans, and volunteer or Campaigns and Grey and Pizza | other needs which having money could satisfy. should also consider 


successfully established nine li- 


ence encyclopedias, almanacs, an organization that helps public tric Pog tear 
a Me Fan, ан = e divine element of work. A worker, who works because he needs 
asses sory books, math books high school students go to cob Роа gives the community one "The drive has already raised | 19,800 бо boner by believing that he should work because God wills 
and йө referenca materials эй lege: month during which to get their 250,000 books and counting. it | him to. Thus, doing his workin obedience to the Almighty would bring 
donated by Filway. Ninth library act together and fix up the ii- aimitobenefisO0roG00publie | Bim to a safer place—a more meaningful and satisfying work on earth 


Empowerment, sustainability Ніз commitment to countryex- brary, before it comes in withthe elementar and a happy life hereafter. (E-mail the author at preciousbishoy 
lis commitment to rary, before it comes in withthe elementary schools throughout рру р р 
Bur this gift from Filway has a. tends to his work as instructor in. boobs librarian training, reading the country. For this projec, Keh | @yahoo.com) 


counterpart--agifroftime, labor, the Ateneo Loyola Schools, program and other support activi. encourages the private sector to = 

caring and cooperative spirit from project director of the Philippines’ ties donate story books, novels and 

each beneficiary school commu- 21 Young Leaders Program of ^ “Ifthere isno counterpart from reference books in good condi- | К REFLECTIONS Ё i 
nity. I thrives on community em- Asia Society-Philippines and trea- the community, the community tion but not textbooks and work- єў. САЗ 
powerment and sustainability surer of Synergeia Foundation, ап will not take care of the library. books which are not advisable Na FOR THE 

‘while giving to schools in greatest Organization that seeks to trans- They have to realize =; ado, “Aba ma 

ned Tu gm basic education while work: tion is aot the responsibilty oniy be juste small parti he greater b... WORKING SOUL 


оз тошо was niea Ing шу wis igea лит: оо оо theme of tage Bt yee 
у Hector Tagaysay, president ments, parents and the private munity,” Keh exp! helping over 20,000 students ; ‚ 
ЕСЕН ТАН EP TU өлінің крес клы Saving tbe Savior 
€ пазна of pee Pi pny why бады alack шақы paradigm shift—is we're making a dent in the advo- 
iat oer бшшш корыр aalay Wahab patama. aking pines la Мы ие bei edes : 
‘mostly in the Ateneo de Manila that the raw material coming Marikina City, for example, а Monn — ^ дан руте тент OCDE 
аага вана аа ыы 
hind it though is Harvey Keh, mot good. Everyone has to bein- ment pays for the salary of a Foundation through 683-0262 | ATSEMINARS ON“CREATIVITY AT THE WORKPLACE" WHICH WE. 
ал олда ашып асю pa ba жегир гс оа стр AIKO KO 
social entrepreneurship of the tion in our country or our country го man one of the foundation's li- http://ahonfoundation be excellent problem solvers at times. Not a few participants have 
Бананды ЕСІ Wi werer more шин, Dmm. [EXT кые ent Lapad wonder dur ey have aho di 
БА тома fad de rct 
fly en thy aeri end cf de nda куш dus 


Cheaper medicine for contact center employees | “isin metn 


ed. You cannot always say to yourself, “Ah, I will not bother. 
abour this problem; I'l just wait to dream of its solution" and then 
wake up with the problem gone. It may or may not work. But no 
matter how marvelous dreaming may prove to be, they are ín no way 
а substitute for rational thinking. In fact, what seems effective for 


AS TESTAMENT TO ITS ОММА. contact centers, has been com- Bayuga-Mandapat. "We also ^ Because of their dedication to 
Yering commitment to te health moniy associated with health make sure that we bave sufficient health in the workplace, Stel P 
AnG ollare of s associates, isa aing ше ses and Ше дейі рша тт ie 
itel has launched a community rupted body To address needs of our associates. The clinic Ти Amcham CSR Excellence | 4 сізше fo a a аше аст с 
pharmacy that will provide а йз these concerns, global BPO leader is open 24/7, with at least one Award in the Delivery of Equi. | жор клык у тилн Каш АЙ fr at розн answers explor. 
Baguio employees with access to Site ha aligned itself withthe medical personnel alwayson call, table Healthcare category. Te | ЕЕ th problem or situation fom al posible ange. ad Дер ете 
quality medicine at a discounted Department of Labor and We are capable of providing award was bestowed by the | Йер р рыу унтїйайїє data are on hand. 
. price. Employment's Family Wellness medicine, emergency care, and American Chamber of Commerce From the disclosures of the participants who have experienced this. 
Located at Baguio Site 1, the Program, creating site's own Our. transportation to the nearest hos- Philippines and the American | „tror ie disclosures of the participants who have experienced di 
new medical supplies more yet Healy Gur Wealth program. pal for cases tat ned edil. Chamber Foundation Pipes | Ma туына laon reer de dece lut 
another first in ne contact center | “The establishment of a source [zed treatment” Ine. The first and the oniy | mind to exhaus all i а 
industry. Made possible through of convenient and affordable. Sitel clinical staff also imple- awardee from the BPO industry, | fore untapped ones. What they seem to have in common, though, it 
aparnerihip with United Labora, medicine sa major step towards ments wellness programs that Siel bested SO entries and re- preria magror ие 
огїез, Inc. exclusively the goal of promoting a healthier seek to improve the health ofthe ceived this special accolade as the : 2 mo 
carey Unilab products muchas Meyi and итен е какы paani preme Hin bom company weh comibunea | Жейу обе, (ey begin to aik fr heip. Whether they are ож 
Enervon, Revicon, Biogesic, awareness among Sitel asoci. changes geared cowards leaner, to the equitable dimubuton of | еі of dhis or not, whether hey call this prays or not, whether 
Alaxan and generic Ritemed ates “Right now, this isthe fst, healthier iing, including respon” healthcare to children, including | S7 admit this or not, deep inside they begin to cry for help. We now 
brands. bun we believe thar ideally, tere sible parenthood and the promo- proper nation, heakh education, | [cll Joseph's experience and realize is a dream tha sav 
The business process would be one in every site,” says tion of a smoke-free environ- personal safety, and women’s re- Loi: As 
outsourcing industry, specifically Sitel Baguio physician Dr. Olivia ment. productive health. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007 


a — PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


AN a аа 


We are a world leading research-based pharmaceutical company. Our quest is 
to improve the quality of human life. We welcome committed individuals who 
are willing to share our mission. 


We provide a stimulating work environment that promotes high standards as 
well ав imties opportunities for personal and professional growth. Our 


Weare searching for people who can think, act and challenge ways to 
make a difference in society. We seek for assertive, innovative and 
team players who are driven by passion, and who can make things 
happen. 


We invite you to build your career with us and start as 


Medical Representatives 
Preferably business course graduate with good scholastic record and excellent 
communication skills. Willing to be relocated. 


Interested and qualified candidates are invited to see us for the pre-screening 
test/interview on January 4 (Friday) and January 7 (Monday), 2008 from 


l'eDeL COGO 


А direct selling subsidiary of GOLDEN ABC, Inc. 


RED LOGO LIFESTYLE, INC., the most exciting player to enter the direct selling arena, is all 
about providing a well-crafted and meaningful earnings opportunity for people with ап 
entrepreneurial spirit while offering choice selection of quality fashion and lifestyle products atl. 
competitive pricing. — 

aT TU. 
We are now in search for candidates preferably with direct selling experience to fil-in the following 
Positions for its start up operations: p. д 

A 

BRANCH SALES & OPERATIONS MANAGERS З 
Responsible for the achievement of sales targets, brand and dealer ‘network’ management, 
effectiveness, collection and store operations efficiencies within -a given territory through ‘the: 
implementation of brand management stfategies, ‘sales & dealer activity programs, store, 


‘operations systems, collection programs and service standards and general leadership over his 
team. 


* Atleast 3 years experience in brahch management 
* Graduate of Business, Economics or related course 


8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. а: 


5" Floor Don Tim Bidg., 
5438 President Osmena Avenue (South Superhighway) 
cor. Gen. Malvar and Gen. Mascardo St., Bangkal, Makati City 


* Sales experience in direct selling industry is a definite advantage 
* With operation control (P&L) experience | 


SALES DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS ; ГЕ 
Responsible for conceptualizing arid implementation of development programs fof dealers and: 1 
related personnel. Scope includes recrutent and sales generating actis, dealer trainings; “1 
and communications for dealers. | | 


* Atleast 1 year direct selling experience 
* Graduate of Business, Economics.or related course 1 
* Excellent communication and presentation skills К 


BRANCH SUPERVISORS (Accounting / Inventory Management) 
Responsible for dealer registration, credit and collection, accounting and cashiering, and related © 
dealer servicing activities. Position also covers branch inventory and order processing activities 
including supervision of branch operations, assistants. 

* Atleast 1 year direct selling experience, 


* Graduate of Business, Accounting or related course 
* Excellent communication and presentation skills 


int: Pleas 


Previously interviewed applicants need not re-apply. Successful applicants 
will be part of our January batch of trainees. 


‚ | FINANCIAL CONTROLLER 


Rapidly expanding medium sized manufacturing company is seeking 


experienced Financial Controller with the following qualifications: PERO cM MEE 
A CPA and holder of master's degree is an advantage А 5 
Minimum of 10 years experience as а senior level manager in Сары аа ао Les ee ee 
Finance or Accounting in а manufacturing environment ? 
Knowledge of automated financial and accounting reporting 
system (ERP systems) 
i Working knowledge in finance, accounting, short and long term 
| budgeting, rolling budgets, Cost control principles including 
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) in a 
manufacturing company 
A high degree of initiative with the ability to motivate teams to 
produce quality materials within tight time frames and 
simultaneous management of several projects under pressure 
Possess strong leadership, analytical, strategic thinking, 
problem solving, financial analysis, process improvement, 
planning, organization and decision making skill. 
Good interpersonal skills with fluency in written and spoken English 
Willingness to work in a flexible schedule 
à Position will involve some travel to overseas associates 


| CV's giving details of personal particulars, qualifications, work 


{ experience and contact information should be sent in strict 
confidence to: 


These are urgent requirements. Send your resume before January 10, 2008. 
You can fax to (02) 361 4111, email to hrd@goldenabc.com or 
send via postal mail to 1155 EDSA, Balintawak, QC 


GOLDEN ABC, Inc. is the company managing the highly recognized brands 


in Philippine fashion retail 
PENSHOPPE 


SST PETER 


LIFE PLAN е CHAPELS 


a Memo FORME 


DeathCare Experts 


The VISION of t^e St. Peter Group of Companies is to be the DeathCare Experts- the choice of every 
Filipino in the delivery of World-Class DeathCare Services. A leader in the Memorial Plan Industry and 
‘supported by more than 130 St. Peter Chapels nationwide. 


n SIGNATURE FURNISHINGS INC. 
email: jrueloekkeG gmail.com 


BRANCH MANAGERS 


Global OFW SUNWAY INTERNATIONAL MANPOWER SERVICES, NG. 
deployment EU aaa = 
ta can ылда, CA А жыз. а на ASSISTANT CHAPEL Ш $ 
breaches Сасе gale a. 
1m mark Room mann OPERA... МРОТ cma есес “ги еги 2 yers exerci lenia Sen шу 
к” — Jor еек d vin tort 
cuum savon ы, mon lakan =“ 
nemmeno cus (енен перон S 
Laborand Employment | QUANTITY SURVEYOR (civi, Mechanical circa) ГІ ECHANICAL TECHNICIAN Wing іс work on shiling schedules ‘= 
Тео em DL НЕТ РОН Provincial applicants are very much welcome 
ағ жы FAMLY CARE REPRESENTATIVES $ 
overseas Filipino ин мм Cole graduale 
СТН sum samron Aasa Канын EE Liner peri tron arose 
breached the t-ilion | "АИ CUTER acers. CERMMEAMBLE NASON SECRETARY 2 Can worth minimum seven 
markas of Dec. 9, while. | comune АО BENGE ae АШЫ! ранив 5 
О | тл, сма 1 o vege пи жа мем omen 
totaled а record. IELECTROMECHL) ELECTRICAL f 2 anmadan. % 
USST1.9 (about P480.3 pm c 0 CREMATORY OPERATOR 
billion) during the first ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER odio OSERATORORAFTSUAK  Colege level prelerabiy colege | — } 
‘Wendie of he yore. ‘TELEPHONE/FAX OPERATOR-wes-versod in WS Обо, mannar $10 nanging осе case. „у= = еее анары! 
Labor and Employ- nano AED s Moria tee Ue ВЕ 
ment Secretary Arturo | астас, enan сапа ipee erro rim 
D.Brionsaisthattota | Пе, aa в ш дш € т o 
| еш; т n ricco JUNG 
reached 1,012964in | are emere m nut sn rc -— 
more than 190 host. ‘Autocao Отана hate So ng awang 2. Candie must possess al leas Bachelors d in Accountancy 
Е нар 7 
destnaonswortdwide | Жашын нда ma LEER at Aum Rura ма Еле 
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surpassing the annual 


Gi |e oe aa 
О | PP gL M ie Сс 
crc eee a 


The Labor Secretary, 
amidstthe growthin 
deployment, also 
‘expressed confidence 
thatatthe current 
‘growth rate, global OFW 
remittances will continue 
toapproach, inot reach, 


$14 bilionfor the frst 
time inhistoryby year 
0142007. 

Brion said that the 
global deployment of 
OFWs from Jan.1 to 
Dec. 9, had been. 
boosted bya5.2 
percent growth 
(423,619) inthe 
‘numberof rehired 
OFWs inthe land-based 
sector from 453,643 in 
the same period in 


Interested candidates, please send your updated resumé to: 
E-mail: cecilpb@stpeter.com.ph 
Ог may personally apply at: 


MESS SN TRAIN Ca Ma oak UAC nh OAS GENT MEG St. Peter Life Plan Building 
[^ от — — Quezon Avenue corner №. 2 West 4th St., Quezon City 
А eee а Telephone No. 371-77-57 
ее 
200610477282inthe positveglobalgainot — DecamberSthisyear, land-based OFWs | beendeployedtrom overseas Filipino workerbytheDOLE's — (428787) от 
sameperiodin2007. 1.1 percant(+@,241)infrom756,099inthe | globalydeployeda | JanuarytoDecember  seaarerissrongy Philippine Overseas  337,140inthe same 
Hesaidthatthe | iotallend-besedOPW — sameperiodlastyear. — 1068107246614 this year. complementedbythe Employment Adminis- period lastyearto 
growthintherehired  deploymentto766.340 Brionaddedthaton overseas Fiipino Brionaddedthat, total numberof tration (POEA),which 385,827 from January 1 
Segmentresultedina  fromJanvaryito  topafthe766,340  seafarershaveaiso  "tedeploymentof | contacisprocessedper surgedby8.5percent t0 December 9, 2007." 


—JeBMarket СС 
JOBMARKET: 


“Texts your жебеге кешт WP 


пари Sendo 2207 ( 


orum eed 


dates 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007 


mal: pr meto@ingir.comph 


SBWDFI honors outstanding Subic Freeport Workers and Corporate Partners 


IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
crucial roles of the workers in Subic 
Bay Freeport as key instruments in 
the country's economic growth as 
wellas in commendation of the out- 
Standing companies in their invalu- 
able contributions in the achieve- 
ment of industrial harmony and 
peace, the Ten Outstanding Freeport 
Workers and the Outstanding Cor- 
porate Partners for 2007 were hon- 
‘red on Nov. 28, 2007 at Subic Вау 
Arts Center (SuBAC). This years 
awarding ceremonies centered оп 
the theme — “А Workforce Recog- 
nition Award Scheme for Workersin 
the Freeport Zone.” This was initi- 
ated by the Subic Bay Workforce. 
Development Foundation, Inc 
(SBWDET) under the presidency of 
Lawyer Severo Pastor, Jr, head of 
the SBMA Labor Department. 

“The Awards Night was attended 
by key leaders of the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) 
Honorable Feliciano б. Salonga, 
Chair and Head of Agency, Honor- 
able Armand С. Areza, Administra- 
tor and CEO and SDA for Support 
Services, Lawyer Ramon O. 
Agregado. In their respective mes- 
sages they praised these ten out 
standing workers for their dedica- 
tion and hardwork in meeting the 
standards of excellence in delivering 
quality products and services while 
Acclaiming the outstanding compa- 
nies for keeping up with Ше vision 
of industrial peace and harmony in 
the Freeport area 

The Corporate Partner 
Awardees 
The Corporate Partner awardees 
were selected for their dynamic con- 
tributions in making the Subic 
Freeport as haven of product excel 
lence, customer satisfaction and 
equal and just employment oppor- 
tunities. They меге: 
NICERA PHILIPPINES. The 
Company's 
vision isto be 
the world 
leader in 
sensing tech- 
nology. With 
j Takeshi 
1 Morimoto as 

the General 
Manager, this Company is continu- 
ously acquiring input to its maxi- 
mum strength as ft gives prompt 
Service on deliveries by ай, sea and 
Jand to its customers. Likewise, it 
has been continuously striving to be 
the leader in the design, develop- 
ment, manufacture and sales of the 
industry's most advanced sensing 
products and related electric compo- 
nents. Certainly, with the employ- 
ment of technically advanced, able 


ing a social science teacher. By 
staying in her profession for the past 
8 years, she believes she can be an 


and motivated workforce, it fore- 
sees itself to be the leading com- 


tivities. This person exemplifies 
leadership effectiveness when his 


and highly motivated. The company 
has been offering this awardee su- 


reservoir and pumping stations lo- 
cated at the area. His personal dedi- 


ny on transducer ultra sonic sen- colleagues has voted him as their pervisory position but would always cation to his work can be demon- 
E instrument for promoting equality, President. His unbiased decisions humbly dedine. З erated through his willingness to 
‘SUBIC INTERNATIONAL но. 2 justice and social conscious andaservenesmaehimsleedet_ "Pagal, Emily F. (Mondriaan work evn during those days іші 
Re. TEL CORP. This сез. Dedicated, innovative, hard- worthy of emulation. © ‘Aura College). are meaningful to Filipinos. His 
1 TEL CORP. This working, responsible, wuly ankon " Montemayor, Rosalie A This mentor has cheerful outlook towards life and 

j ated atthe Ceneral °F profound spirit. (МІСЕВА Philip- been with the work earns him the respect of his 

3 Business Districtof Jonson, Emmanuel В pines). With dili- College since colleagues and superior. He has 

4 Subic Bay Freeport (FedEx). He has gent work perfor- 1989: She has been consistently garnering out- 

3 Zone. Iris known been designated as manes, 5 Ms been.” the standing rating on his performance 

as a haven of сс =o eaor = P: e institution's co- evaluation. 

xx today's new breed. ы ее ao established hersal а partner in pro- ^ Taladiar, Julius L, (Philippine 
of domestic and foreign von wio awardee posesses Montemayor as a distinguished ducing outstanding Ро, Cose Storage 
[т-ны ei ене #normous technical and respectable employee of her later became CPAs, Her role as a 1 and Pipeline 
ness or leisure trips amidst world and procedural company. As such, she has continu- Freeport worker goes beyond teach- m À Corporation). 
жна SANANG ын know-how in the operation of ously displayed outstanding work ing Asa practicing CPA, she helps Being one ofthe 

The Ten Outstanding FCM Service Office. He has vast output, admirable leadership skills SBMA implement rules, regulations senior shift su- 

g knowledge of the Philippine Cus- and inspiring commitment to work and provisions in whatever ways. pervisors, this 
Freeport Weckres toms laws and regulations. He suc- by being selected asan Outstanding Leadership for beri her ability to 2 awardee leads 
‘The ten outstanding employees cessfully led the conceptualization Employee of 2006 in her company. “follow, notlead. Asan adviser oftwo Taladiar his group to at- 


were selected for exemplifying their 
dedication to work, efficiency, posi- 
tive work attitudes, leadership ca- 
pabilities and interpersonal matu- 
Tity, commitment; innovativeness; 
service and performance excel- 
lence 
Esteban, Maria Teresa V. 
(Wistron 
infocomm Phils 


of Standard Operating Procedures. 
and flowcharts of each task used at. 
Freight Service Office which con- 
tinuously exist resulting toan orga- 
nized and effective Freight Service 
Operations of the Company. With 
these selfless contributions to the 
company, indeed he exemplifesa B 
true outstanding Freeport worker. 
Laborce, Carlo 7. (Lindberg 


Her discerning mind has led count- 

less innovation not only to her work 

bur also to her co-employees' work. 
Oxales, Jaime R. (Phi 


Coastal Storage 
and Pipeline 
Corp). Heis опе 
of the senior op- 
erators of the 
company 


Freeport worker. 


organizations, she believes in the 
philosophy that as student leaders, 
they should exemplify dedication, 
commitment and unwavering loy- 
alty to the organizations. These 
cited reflect her integrity and cred- 
ibility as an outstanding teacher and 


Roman, Elmer D (Subic Water 
noy and Sewerage Com- 


tend tothe company’s client needson 
matters concerning discharging, 
loading and bunkering operations. He 
possesses exceptional technical 
knowledge in the operations. His 
vast experiences made him rise from 
the ranks. He is a well-respected 
leader, idolized for his diplomacy and 
grace under pressure. Despite his 
Position he has kept his feet on the 


ШАН Corp). This Subic, ше) Thisem- 0% ‘Though, heisnot РАМ” pany). This outstand- ground. His efficiency, honesty, 
Saf] awardee comes ployeeisdesignared Oxales an engineer, he Еее ` ing Freeport worker friendliness and enthusiasm have 
СИ коп one of the as а Technical As- delivers quality performance com- Currentyholdsthe po... made him the pride of his company. 
Pioneering compar" cy sistant of his com- parable o that of a licensed eng Siion of hoving Associ. ‘The event was hosted by Edgar 
nies in SBMA- She (05) pany. He is one of heer. Through his untiring effors Roman Stein hiscompany. Не Geniza and Edith Geniza respec- 
Esteban ) ka d = pany. 
is designated as | (~). the pioneering em- and professional competence and istheoneresponsleforeimabung tively end directed by Hoel 
the Head of Human Resources De- Laborce ployees of his com- De- 


partment of her company. She led 
her HR Staff by establishing strate- 
gic Key Performance Indicator in the 
HR Department in line with her 
company's corporate direction. She 
has formulated training materials 
related to Company Policy and Wel- 
fare Benefits for all employees and 
documented procedures and work 
instructions such as recruitment and 
training systems for ISO Certifica- 
tions. One of her exemplary 
achievements is when she took the 
challenges of being the very first 


pany being in its employ for the past 
4years. He has gained great knowl- 
ейге in properties of materials for 
heat treatment processes through 
practical work in the tool shop and 
through training conducted by Asso- 
ciated Swedish Philippines, Inc. Не 
isalways willing to share his knowl- 
ейге and try го improve his co- 
workers skills by teaching them. 
Layug, Albert B (Mondriaan 
Aura College) 
This outstanding 
leader and mentor. 


оса] employee who rose from the үр wi] has been in the 
ranks where majorityofihemem SÉ 07 employ of his Col 
bers of the Management team are lege since 1998. 
expatriates буш He has been satis- 


Fajota, Jocel D (Mondrisan 
Aura College). This 
exemplary mentor 

b comes fom an insu- 
2758 tution known to be a 
> shaper of human 

И, Souls and human ex- 

Fajota sence through edu- 

cation for liberation. She has been 

withthe insta for abou 8 years 
аға fulltime instructor. She has 
been constant giving quy learn 
ing experiences to her students by 
teaching them their ight and re- 
sponsilities in the society, this be- 


fying rhe institution by rendering his 
devoted and selfless service as a 
mentor. He has become a recipient 
of various school-based awards like 
"Gawad Dekada” for his outstand- 
ing contributions to the various 
school's undertakings. Presently, he 
isthe school's NSTP Coordinator and 
as such, he is responsible for the so- 
cial awareness of the students and 
in the promotion of community ser- 
уке. He has been a co-partner of 
SBMA through the agencys projects 
like River-Clean-Up Drive; SBMA 
‘Tree Planting and other similar ac- 


presence, the Bulk Operation 
partment has become more reliable 
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water supply of customers in the 
Freeport area by monitoring water 


Pinoy nurses warned versus 
agencies asking excessive fees 


THEDEPARTMENTOFLABOR AND. 
Employment (Dole) warned nurses. 
wanting to work in New Zealand 
Against recrutement agencies exact- 
ing excessive fees from applicants. 

Labor and Employment Secre- 
tary Arturo D. Brion urged applicants 
‘who might have been offered jobs 
in New Zealand as nurses in ex. 
change of exorbitant fees to report 
these agencies to the Philippine 
Overseas Employment Administra 
Чоп (POEA) forthe fling of appro 
priae charges against the erring 
келсе» 

"rion issued che warning follow- 
ing repors indicating that Pilipino 
nurses who found jobs in New 
Zealand рай 500,000 to P700,000 
to the manpower agencies which 
brokered for their deployment and 
employment in this county. 

"The Dole chief also said that aside 
from collecting excessive fees, the 
manpower agencies assigned the 
nurses in rest homes with 18 percent 


cut from their monthly salaries. 
He said that the Philippine Em- each. 
bassy in Wellington, New Zealand 
received complaints from victims, 
adding that the complaints have been 
referred to the POEA for the filing of 
charges against the agencies 
In related developments, the 
Counties Manukau District Health 
Board (CMDHB) of New Zealand 
has proposed to recruit Filipi 
nurses in collaboration with POEA. 
Brion said that under the рго- 
posed recruitment agreement with 
CMDHB, ай nurse candidates seek- 
ing employment in New Zealand 
shall be registered with POEA. 
"Those who will be chosen shall be 
deployed through the POEA to 
СМОНВ hospitals in New Zealand. 
The Dole Chief said the arrange- 
ment shall protect the nurses from 
unscrupulous recruiters since the 
CMDHB shall reimburse the nurses 
transportation cost, thereby, reduc- 
ing the mobilization cost of the se- 


Dimalanta of Mondriaan Aura Col- 
lege. 


lected nurses to only over P8,000 


He added that the arrangement 
shall also pave the мау for the 
POEA to ensure the welfare of the. 
nurses to be hired by CMDHB. Не 
said the POEA shall negotiate for the. 
nurses’ repatriation coverage and 
other benefits that are available to 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) 
о from the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration (OWWA). 

He said efforts are being ex- 
tended for the success of the recruit- 
ment arrangement with CMDHB as 
this is envisioned to pave the way 
for the forging of a bilateral agree- 
ment between the Philippines and 
New Zealand that would provide for 
the employment of more Filipino 
nurses in other district health boards 
in this country. 

This will not only protect the nurses 
from unscrupulous recruiters but also 
‘ensure their employment and welfare 
in New Zealand, Brion said. 


UAE to adopt standard employment 
contracts for foreign workers 


‘THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) IS SET TO. 
adopt standardized employment contracts and 
‘other measures aimed at protecting foreign 
workers including Overseas Filipino Workers. 
(OFWs) from agencies which are merely exact- 
ing money from workers who want to work in this 
country, the Department of Labor and Employ- 
ment (Dole) said. 

Labor and Employment Secretary Arturo D. 
Brion said that UAE's Ministry of Labor (MOL) is 
ready to adopt the electronic employment con- 
tract and verification system in which standard 
key provisions on salary, leave benefits, and air- 
line tickets, among others, are stipulated. 

Brion said the employer and foreign worker. 
would sign the contract electronically if the lat- 
ter agreed to the terms of the contract. The sys- 
tem would be linked to the Ministry of Interior 
and Immigration, which is responsible for visa. 
issuance. 

Thesystem, һе said, would eliminate contract. 
substitution and reprocessing of contracts since. 
UAE companies would be required to obtain ap- 
proval from the Interior Ministry for their labor 
requirements and individual visas or work рег. 
mits indicating the name and specific job title of 
the workers they intend to employ from abroad. 
The contracts to be approved by the MOL could 
be viewed online to further ensure that signed 
contracts could no longer be changed. 

The online employment contract and verifi- 
cation system was presented during the 1st joint. 
Philippines and UAE committee meeting on the. 
‘two countries’ memorandum of understanding 
in the field of manpower held in Abu Dhabi re- 
cently, which Brion and UAE Labor Minister Dr. 
Abdulla Al-Kaabi attended. Both discussed 
UAE's electronic employment contract and 


other concerns aimed at fostering collaboration 
between UAE and the Philippines in the field of 
manpower. 

During the meeting, Minister Al-Kaabi said 
that UAE would also issue mission visas in lieu 
of visit visas to address the problem on visit visa 
holders seeking jobs in UAE. He said a new UAE 
law would be passed penalizing companies and 
employers who employ visit visa holders. 

Brion warned would-be OFWs against dealing 
with unscrupulous agencies enticing them to 
work in UAE with visit visas only as they may 
find themselves jobless and in a sorry situation 
in rhat country. He asked the workers to deal only 
“with legitimate recruitment agencies and to 
verify with the POEA any job offers from UAE. 

‘The UAE labor minister also said that his office 
would work closely with the Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration (POEA) on the ге- 
cruitment process, stressing that recruitment. 
agencies which are merely collecting money from 
OFWs should not be allowed to participate in the 
recruitment of OFWS to be deployed to UAE. 

He introduced the idea of engaging a big com- 
pany in the recruitment of foreign workers to be 
deployed to UAE. The company will be respon- 
sible of the foreign workers wages and working 
conditions in UAE. 

Meanwhile, Brion said Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Маһуап 
has committed to provide technical assistance 
and cooperation in the development of human 
resources in the country's healthcare industry. 

He said the commitment is a welcome devel- 
opment in the nation’s efforts to ensure continu- 
ous training of Filipino health professionals es- 
pecially in enabling them meet global standards 
in healthcare. 
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SBWDFI honors outstanding Subic Freeport Workers and Corporate Partners 


IN RECOGNITION. OF THE 
crucial roles of the workers in Subic 
Bay Freeport as key instruments in 
the country's economic growth as 
well asin commendation of the ош 

standing companies in their invalu- 
able contributions in the achieve- 
ment of industrial harmony and 
peace, the Ten Outstanding Freeport 
Workers and the Outstanding Cor- 
porate Partners for 2007 were hon- 
огей on Nov. 28, 2007 at Subic Bay 


ing а social science teacher. By 
staying in her profession for the past 
В years, she believes she can be an 
instrument for promoting equality, 
social justice and social conscious- 
ness. Dedicated, innovative, hard- 
‘working, responsible, truly an icon 
of profound spirit 

Jonson, Emmanuel B 
(FedEx). He has 
been designated as 
a Freight Service 


and motivated workforce, t fore- 
Sec locis be de fading com 
pany са transducer ula soak sex 
E 
SUBIC INTERNATIONAL HO- 
ЧЕН. CORP. Tis 
ПЕ 
fred at the Central 
Business Diseret of 
Subic Bay Freeport 
Zone. Wa known 
шок haven ol 


tivities. This person exemplifies 
leadership effectiveness when his 
colleagues has voted him as their 
President. His unbiased decisions 
and assertiveness made him a leader 
‘worthy of emulation. 
‘Montemayor, Rosalie A 


humbly decline. 


gent work perfor- 
mances, — Ms. 
Montemayor has 


and highly motivated. The company 
has been offering this awardee su- 
pervisory position but would always 


Pagal, Emily Е. (Mondriaan 
Aura College). 
This mentor has 
been with the 
College 
1989. She has 
been 
institution's co- 


reservoir and pumping stations 10- 
cated at the area. His personal dedi- 
cation to his work can be demon- 
strated through his willingness to 
work even during those days that 
are meaningful to Filipinos. His 
cheerful outlook towards life and 
‘work earns him the respect of his 
colleagues and superior. He has 
been consistently garnering out- 
Standing rating on his performance 
evaluation. 


the 


Arts Genter (SUBAC). This years agent. This tablished herself Pagal Taladiar, Juli 
todays new breed established Бета partner in pro. ^ Taladiar, Julius L (Philippine 
о АА Sice possesses Montemayor ara distinguished ducing oustanding students Who wang Coastal Storage 
hiton Award Scheme for Workersia OPt for value for money or their busi- раб gnormoustechaical and respectable employee of her later became CPA's. Her role as a Y d and Pipeline 
nition Award Scheme for Worker in PA uips amidst word MO and | procedural company. As such, е has continu- Freeport worker goes beyond teach % Corporation) 
the Freeport Zone” This was iit as services and facies. mow-how in the operation of ously displayed outstanding work ing As a practicing CPA, she helps Being one ofthe 
Е t he Ten Outstanding cei Saver Ое ela pe, аше ade sls SHA implemen riles па senior shift su 
. vowledgeofihe Philippine Cus- snd inspiring commitment to work and provisions in wheter ways ervisors, this 
(SEDET unde the prede of Freeport Workers toms laws and regulations. He suc. by being selected asan Outstanding Leadership for her is her ability io A "чең leads 


cessfully led the conceprualization 
of Standard Operating Procedures. 
and flowcharts of each task used at 
Freight Service Office which con- 
tinuously exist resulting to an orga- 
nized and effective Freight Service 


The ten outstanding employees 
were selected for exemplifying their 
dedication to work, efficiency, posi- 

tive work attitudes, leadership ca- 
pabilities and interpersonal matu- 
rity, commitment; innovativeness; 
service and performance excel- 

Тепсе. 


the SBMA Labor Department. 

The Awards Night was attended 
by key leaders of the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) 
Honorable Feliciano G. Salonga, 
Chair and Head of Agency, Honor- 
able Armand C. Areza, Administra- 
tor and CEO and SDA for Support 
Services, Lawyer Ramon O. 
Agregado, In their respective mes 
sages they praised these ten out- 
standing workers for their dedica- > 
tion and hardwork in meeting the 
standards of excellence in delivering 
quality products and services while 
acclaiming the outstanding compa- 
nies for keeping up withthe vision 
of industrial peace and harmony in 
the Freeport area. 

The Corporate Partner 
Awardees 

‘The Corporate Partner awardees 
were selected for their dynamic con- 
tributions in making the Subic 
Freeport as haven of product excel- 
Тепсе, customer satisfaction and 
equal and just employment oppor- 
tunities. They were: 


Operations of the Company. With 

these selfless contributions to the 
Esteban, Maria Teresa V. company, indeed he exemplifies 2 NIN 
(Wistron tue outstanding Freeport worker. 

Infocomm Phils“ Laboree, Carlo Z. (Lindberg A 

Corp). ^ This Subic, Inc). This em- 
АН awardee comes ployezisdesignated Orales 
Ё кош one of the эв a Technical As- 
рош орк 75) Sant of his com 
niesin SBMA She 22) pany. He is one о 
Esteban js designated as (7) the pioneering em- 
the Head of Human Resources De- Laborce | ployees of his com- 
partment of her company. She led pany being in its employ for the past 
Fer HR Staff by establishing strate- 4 years. He has gained great knowl- 
gic Key Performance Indicatorinthe.. edge in properties of materials for 
HR Department in line with һег heat treatment processes through 
company’s corporate direction. She practical work in the tool shop and 
has formulated training materials through training conducted by Asso- 
related to Company Policy and Wel- ciated Swedish Philippines, inc. He 
fare Benefits for all employees and _ is always willing to share his know! 
documented procedures and work edge and try to improve his co 
instructions such as recruitment and workers ski by teaching them. 

training systems for ISO Certifica- Layug, Albert B (Mondriaan 


Employee of 2006 in her company. 
Her discerning mind has led count- 
Jess innovation not only to her work 
but also to her co-employees work. 

Oxales, Jaime К. (Philippine 


delivers quality performance com- 
parable to that of a licensed engi- 
neer. Through his untiring efforts 
and professional competence and 
presence, the Bulk Operations De- 
partment has become more reliable 


Coastal Storage 


follow, not lead. As an adviser of two 
organizations, she believes in the. 
philosophy that as student leaders, 
they should exemplify dedication, 
commitment and unwavering loy- 
alty to the organizations. These 


pee his group to at- 
tend to фе company’s client needs on 
matters concerning discharging, 
loading and bunkering operatio 
possesses exceptional technical 
knowledge in the operations. His 


and Pipeline cited reflect her integrity and стей. vast experiences made him rise from 
Corp). He is one ibility asan outstanding teacher and the ranks. He is a well-respected 
‘ofthe senior op- Freeport worker. leader, idolized for his diplomacy and 


erators of the 
company 

Though, beis not 
an engineer, һе 


Roman, Elmer D (Subic Water. 

and Sewerage Com- 
pany). This outstand: 
ing Freeport worker 
currently holds the po- 
sition of Roving Associ- 
ate in his company. He 
is the one responsible for sustaining 
water supply of customers in the 
Freeport area by monitoring water 


Pinoy nurses warned versus 
agencies asking excessive fees 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND 
Employment (Dole) warned nurses 
wanting to work in New Zealand 


сш from their monthly salaries 
He said that the Philippine Em- 
bassy in Wellington, New Zealand 


grace under pressure. Despite his 
position he has kept his feat on the 
ground. His efficiency, honesty, 
friendliness and enthusiasm have 
made him the pride of his company. 

The event was hosted by Edgar 
Geniza and Edith Geniza respec- 
tively and directed by Roel 
Dimalanta of Mondriaan Aura Col- 
lege. 


lected nurses to only over P8,000 
each, 
He added that the arrangement 


The tions. One of her exemplary ura College). againstfeerutment agencies exact- received complains from victims, shall also pave the way for the 
А achievements is when she took the ‘This outstanding Ig excessive fees from applicants. adding hat tecomplainshavebees_POEA to ensure the welfare of the 
Morse challenges of being the very first leaderand mentor Labor and Employment Secre- referred to the POEA forthe fling ci. nurses to be hired by CMDHB. He 
ч the world local employee whe rose from the ү Ваз been in the 
be] leader іп rankswherein majority of the mem- employ of his Col- 
#3 sensing tech- bers of the Management team are (d lege since 1998. 
nology With expatriates. 2 He bas been satis- 
y ЖА , Takashi  Fajota, Јосе! D (Mondriaan fying the institution by rendering his 
i Ї Morimoto as Aura College). This devoted and selfless service as a 
Morimoto the General e ELEM 
Manager this Company is comin ШЗ comes from an insu- of various school-based awards like 
шлу одаар шр so is maxi. ЕЙ ution Known tobe a “Gawad Dekada” for his oustand- agencies. 
тш etn ar h gives prompt 4 shaper of human ing contributions to the various 
Service on deliveries by air, sea and. Pay юй: ала human ес schools undertakings, Presentiy, he 
Jand to its customers Likewise it Гоа 7 елсе through edu.” isthe school's NSTP Coordinator and 


cation for liberation. She has been 
with the institution for about 8 years 
as a full-time instructor. She has 
been constantly giving quality learn- 
ing experiences to her students by 
teaching them their rights and ге- 
sponsibilities in the society, this be- 
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as such, he is responsible for the so- 
cial awareness of the students and 
in the promotion of community ser- 
vice. He has been a co-partner of 
SBMA through the agency's projects 
like River-Clean-Up Drive; SBMA 
‘Tree Planting and other similar ac- 


has been continuously striving to be 
the leader in the design, develop- 
‘ment, manufacture and sales of the 
industry's most advanced sensing 
products and related electric compo- 
nents. Certainly, with the employ- 
ment of technically advanced, able 
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tary Arturo D. Brion urged applicants 
who might have been offered jobs 
in New Zealand as nurses in ex- 
change of exorbitant fees to report 
these agencies to the Philippine 
Overseas Employment Administra 
tion (POEA) for the filing of appro- 
priate charges against the erring 


Brion issued the warming follow- 
ing reports indicating that Filipino 
nurses who found jobs in New 
Zealand paid P500,000 to P700,000 
to the manpower agencies which 
brokered fof their deployment and 
employment in this country 

"The Dole chief also said that aside 
from collecting excessive fees, the 
manpower agencies assigned the 
Hur in rest homes with 15 percent 


charges against the agencies. 
1а related developments, the 
Counties Manukau District Health 
Board (CMDHB) of New Zealand 
has proposed to recruit Filipino 
nurses in collaboration with POEA. 
Brion said that under the pro- 
posed recruitment agreement with 
CMDHB, all nurse candidates seek- 
ing employment in New Zealand 
shall be registered with POEA. 
Those who will be chosen shall be 
deployed through the POEA го 
CMDHB hospitals in New Zealand. 
The Dole Chief said the arrange- 
ment shall protect the nurses from 
unscrupulous recruiters since the 
СМОНВ shall reimburse the nurses’ 
transportation cost, thereby, reduc- 
ing the mobilization cost of the se- 


said the POEA shall negotiate for the 
nurses? repatriation coverage and 
other benefits that are available to 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) 
from the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration (OWWA). 

He said efforts are being ex- 
tended for the success of the recruit- 
ment arrangement with CMDHB as 
this is envisioned to pave the way 
for the forging of a bilateral agree- 
ment between the Philippines and 
New Zealand that would provide for 
the employment of more Filipino 
nurses in other district health boards 
inthis country. 

This will not only protec the nurses 
from unscrupulous recruiters but also 
ensure their employment and welfare. 
in New Zealand, Brion said. 


UAE to adopt standard employment 
contracts for foreign workers 


THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) IS SET TO 
adopt standardized employment contracts and 
other measures aimed at protecting foreign. 
workers including Overseas Filipino Workers. 
(OFWs) from agencies which are merely exact- 
ing money from workers who want to work in this 
country, the Department of Labor and Employ- 
ment (Dole) said. 

Labor and Employment Secretary Arturo D. 
Brion said that UAE's Ministry of Labor (MOL) is 
ready to adopt the electronic employment con- 
tract and verification system іп which standard 
key provisions on salary, leave benefits, and air 
line tickets, among others, are stipulated. 

Brion said the employer and foreign worker 
would sign the contract electronically if the lat 
ter agreed to the terms of the contract. The sys- 
tem would be linked to the Ministry of Interior 
and immigration, which is responsible for visa 
issuance. 

‘The system, he said, would eliminate contract 
substitution and reprocessing of contracts since 
UAE companies would be required to obtain ap- 
proval from the Interior Ministry for their labor 
requirements and individual visas or work рег. 
mits indicating the name and specific job title of 
the workers they intend to employ from abroad. 
The contracts to be approved by the MOL could 
be viewed online to further ensure that signed 
contracts could no longer be changed. 

The online employment contract and verifi- 
cation system was presented during the 1st joint. 
Philippines and UAE committee meeting on the 
two countries' memorandum of understanding 
in the field of manpower held in Abu Dhabi re- 
cently, which Brion and UAE Labor Minister Dr. 
Abdulla Al-Kaabi attended. Both discussed 
UAE' electronic employment contract and 


other concerns aimed at fostering collaboration 
between UAE and the Philippines in ће field of 
manpower. 

During the meeting, Minister Al-Kaabi said 
that UAE would also issue mission visas in lieu 
of visit visas to address the problem on visit visa 
holders seeking jobs in UAE. He said a new UAE 
law would be passed penalizing companies and 
employers who employ visit visa holders. 

Brion warned would-be OFWs against dealing 
with unscrupulous agencies enticing them to 
‘work in UAE with visit visas only as they may 
find themselves jobless and in a sorry situation 
in that country. He asked the workers to deal only 
with legitimate recruitment agencies and to 
verify with the POEA any job offers from UAE. 

‘The UAE labor minister also said that his office 
would work closely with the Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration (POEA) on the re- 
cruitment process, stressing that recruitment 
agencies which are merely collecting money from 
‘OFWs should not be allowed to participate in the. 
recruitment of OFWs to be deployed to UAE. 

He introduced the idea of engaging a big com- 
pany in the recruitment of foreign workers to be 
deployed to UAE. The company will be respon- 
sible of the foreign workers wages and working 
conditions in UAE. 

Meanwhile, Brion said Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
has committed to provide technical assistance 
and cooperation in the development of human 
resources in the country's healthcare industry. 

He said the commitment is a welcome devel 
opment in the nation's efforts to ensure continu- 
‘ous training of Filipino health professionals es- 
pecially in enabling them meet global standards 
in healthcare. 
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‚ strikes twelve on January 4 

: Sab go to your kitchen. Go , 
4 past the juicy ham and the 
E colorful, round fruits on your 
t4 table, way past the hot cocoa 

E boiling on your stove. n 


Open the cupboards and reach p 

for pots and pans. Start banging Ж 
4 them wildly, as hard as you can. 
4 Invite your parents, siblings, and 
everybody їп your 


UE Х 
4 hold В c" | 
5 to join in the fun! 


"i 
If you welcome New Year this + 


E way, you'll keep yourself and the 
4 rest of the family safe. 


d Е 


"Fifty-three percent of the 
1,1167 accidents caused Ьу 
M firecrackers during New Year : 
celebrations last year (involve) ja 
children ages”15 years old and 


4 


f below,” says Health 
Secretary. Francisco Duque 


j Ш. 
| 


Making noise to welcome 


the New Year is believed to Ё 
! chase away evil spirits or bad y 


Г. 
{ luck. People say that the louder 


the noise, the better luck you'll ” 
4 E have. This pushed the makers of p 
"Ё: firecrackers to come up with 

1 more kinds of noisemakers. i 


4 


2 warns us to be wary of them. 
3 Secretary Francisco says а 
1 firecracker called the piccolo is 

popular among kids because it's 
4 small and easy to light. 


But the Department of Health H 


MPH spinal сога,  *" Az? 
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“The piccolo has injured 119 
children last year," һе says. He ү 


p$- adds that firecrackers like the "Me 


triangle can cause 

ы burns, апа 

1 even internal i 

E injuries. 

4 "Ingredients 

3 of these 

3 products | 

1 include animal 

3 manure that 

'4 makes the blast 

i1 louder, but 

2 H when it enters your system can | 
ід cause tetanus.” Tetanus can cause p 
H lockjaw, difficulty in breathing or 

nipa seizures that can damage your 
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E-mail: |@inquirer.com.ph 


М/нАт?5 INSIDE: 
Meet Hamzah Marbella, 


ЫА LA Hi LASA TA PA ko da da ah ma BA Ni | 
He cites another popular 
3 firecracker called watusi as ; 


'1 another dangerous product. 


"Watusi is poison. Kids often 
mistake it for candy because of its 
e colorful wrapper. We even had а 
kd case before where a child died 
é because it was ingested.” he says. 
Sec. Duque says that if you y 
swallow one, take 6-8 raw egg ? 
4 whites and immediately consult a 
doctor, Better yet, just stay away 
M from watusi. 


1 
1 


seemingly harmless à 


Even 
Sparklers (lusis) can cause 3 
4 serious third degree burns. 

Third degree burns 
are so bad that all 5 
the layers of your 
skin, down to the 
nerve endings, : 
are badly | 
damaged. Е 
| fret, you сап 
still welcome 
the New Year with a bang. Blow 
trumpets as loud as you can or 
turn your radio volume up. Or 
F better yet, grab a microphone and 4 
Н sing your heart out to usher in a № 
# "happy year! bati 4 


But don't * 


„will have enough 
food supplies for 
poor people. 
—Christine 
Pefiaranda, 
Bacoor, Cavite 


^ Y ...will have citizens who 
clean up after 
themselves, plant trees 
and do not pollute our 
water resources,--Mika 
Denice P. Remo, 8, 
Bacoor, Cavite 


..Will not experience 
any natural disasters like 
Storms or earthquakes 
that will claim lives. 
—Monica B. Bongon, 
10, Bacoor, Cavite 


..will have peace and | 


fa that there will be no 

Ү more fighting in the 
government.—John 
Dex Cabal, 7. 
Canlubang, Laguna 


..Spend more money 
on kids like те, 


—Moses Simon К. 
Cabal, 6, Canlubang, i. 
Laguna ^a 


.. have less criminals 

roaming the streets. 

—Aaron Joseph К. 

Ж Cabal, 10, Canlubang, 
= Laguna 
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> доц can express your thoughts and > 

feelings about anyrhing under the 

| sun in the form of essays, poems, 
еггеге and even illustrations! 


WZ P 
I finally got a chance to e-mail you after days 


schoolwork. 


I've been reading JI since I was а kid. I remember ma 
I look forward to Junior Inquirer every Sunday. I eager ч 
leaf through the paper's different- sections because 
want to get JI first, as my sister loves it too. 


з EM 
addened when JI was stopped. But I continue 

d that someday, I would find a copy of JI again: 

Imagine my joy when I found a JI in PDI! I now have 


. something to look forward to 
every Sunday. 


Im now а 4th year high 
school student, but I go 
back to my 7-year-old self 

“everytime I read JI. Thanks 
INQUIRER, for bringing back 
м. 


:—Priscilla Ruth D. Bicaldo 
15 gears old 
Davao City 
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All set for fireworks 
FIRECRACKER retailers in Iloilo City's 


public plazas are expecting customers to 
flock to their stalls on Dec. 30-31. | 
3| Vendors are required to place plastic covers 
on their firecrackers, and have a ready 
supply of water and sand to use in case of 
fire. ^ Arnold Almacen/Inquirer Visayas 


Happy to be) 
home Ё 
ЗАМАНЕК Jalal 


Hrimi, 10, retums + 
home after five years 
in the Gaza Ё 
Strip. She went 
there with her 
grandmother, who 
died during their 
4 | stay. She had to wait 
for Israel to issue her 
permission to retum f 
to Bethlehem. AFP 8 


А sky full of memories 
FLOATING paper lanterns fill the sky 


over the Andaman Sea in remembrance of 
the 2004 tsunami victims in Khao Lak, north 
of the resort island of Phuket. The Indian 
Ocean tsunami on December 26, 2004 killed 
almost 6,000 people and left nearly 3,000 
missing in Thailand. Reuters 
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А) Abraham Lincoln: 
B) Douglas McArthur 
C) Ferdinand Magellan 


4 à 
Ten lucky readers who will answer correctly 2 
will each get a "National Treasure: Book of 

{| Secrets" compass, padlock 


Lucky winners who get to answer correctly will get 3 tickets to watch 
Disney on Ice = Mickey & Minnie's Amazing Journey live at the Araneta 
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died during their 
stay. She had to wait 
for Israel to issue he 
permission to return f 


A sky full of memories 


FLOATING paper lanterns fill the sky 
over the Andaman Sea in remembrance of 
the 2004 tsunami victims in Khao Lak, north 
of the resort island of Phuket. The Indian 
Ocean tsunami on December 26, 2004 killed 
almost 6,000 people and left nearly 3,000 
missing in Thailand, Reuters 
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Time to brush up on your knowledge of history! Who 


among the following is a former American President? 1 TS TO WATCH 
A) Abraham Lincoln remy 0 2 MAN GSS SHOW OF THE YEAR! , 


В) Douglas McArthur 
C) Ferdinand Magellan 


| Ten lucky readers who will answer у 
will each get a "National Treasure: Book of 
Secrets" compass, padlock and notebook. 


i fi inquirer.com; phi 


| together. with hes Just answer this каке: 


Where will the Disney on ice 
Mickey & Minnie Amazing Journey 
be held from January 18 to 27 2008? 


— —À 3 
ащ T 4 


жайынан ннен | 


Lucky winners who get to answer correctly will get 3 tickets to watch 
Disney on Ice « Mickey & Minnie's Amazing Journey live at the Araneta 
Collseum! Email your answer with your complete name, age 4 address to 
Ji@ingulrer,com.ph on or before January 9, 2008, 
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HEN HAMZAH 
Marbella was about 


B 

two .years old, he 
B would collect softdrink caps, 
[B marbles, paper clips and other odd 


items that he would find around the 
house. He would arrange them to 
create "collages." Then, he would 
show his creations to his father. 


Mang Renato, an art instructor, 
did not pay attention to Hamzah's 
"junk art" at first. "But after a 


1 while, I realized that his collages 
actually tell stories, like paintings 1 

do," he says. He got curious about | 

his son's potential talent, so he || 

gave Hamzah a sketch pad and a 

| set of oil pastels to see what the | 


boy can do. 


Within a week, Hamzah had 


|| and doodles. 


Hamzah started joining art 
contests which he, sure enough, 
topped. "Even if it costs a lot to 
travel from General Trias (in Cavite) 


want Hamzah to һауе 
experience, says Mang Renato. 
"And Г know that he will win, 
beams the proud father. 


the | 


Six-year-old Hamzah continues 
to join, and win art competitions. 
He fills countless sketchpads and 
cartolinas with his drawings-- 


1 drawings which remind grownups 


of the works of modern master 
Pablo Picasso. Some art enthusiasts 
fondly refer to Hamzah as the 
"young master”. 


The youngest ever member of the 
Art Association of the Philippines, 
Hamzah got into the prestigious 
organization when he was 5 years 
old. Members of AAP were 
awestruck with Hamzah's works. 


What's even more fascinating is 


| that Hamzah has no formal training 


in drawing or painting; he hasn't 


SEPERATE He 


т, 


A f | 


иши 9 mS ғ 


taken any art classes. Not even his || 


dad, who is a painter, taught him. 
"Т saw that he has his own style and 
I don't want him to lose that. 
Actually 1 was worried about 
Hamzah's bold use of colors. He 


= 2 28 

Majority of his drawings feature 
fishes (because fish vendors pass 
by their house every morning) and 


| cats (he likes taking care of stray 


cats). 


The eldest of seven kids, he also 
loves drawing his family. Mang 
Renato fondly recalls a story, “For 


P3? his scholarship exam at Eton 


International Primary — School, 
Hamzah was asked to draw the one 
thing that makes him happiest. We 
were expecting him to draw 
material things such as toys, 


especially since he's a kid. We апа į 


the directress were very surprised 


| to see that Hamzah drew our fam #4 


ily, па circle, holding hands." 


With his family behind him all 
the way, we're sure this young 
master's works of art will soon be 
seen and loved by more and more 
people. 


Е: 


would make the face all red, or he 
would color the hair orange, yel- 
low, blue and green. But then, after 
seeing how unique the finished 
works are and hearing people's 
praises, it didn't bother me 
anymore," says Mang Renato. "It's 
very good that Hamzah has a 
signature style, that if you see even 
just one (drawing), you'll easily 
know that it's made by him." 


Hamzah's artworks are playful, 
funny depictions of everyday life. 
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<p) PLACE IT IN YOUR 
Su" REFRIGERATOR. 


(D WANT AT LEAST T 
30 MINUTES. DO ng 
YOUR HOMEWORK. |: 


TAKE OUT THE HELLO! 
PIPERS FROM THE 
REFRIGERATOR. 


№ COOKIES а cream 


Water Pipes 


REPEAT 
STEP 1. 
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Мепи 
By Margaux Salcedo 


My Delicious 


Dozen 


These 12 restaurants reflect the 
creativity, passion and 
dedication of their chefs year 
after year and can compete with 
some of the top restaurants in 
the world 


Ww is Christmas the season of love? Kasi 
lahat nagmamahalan: ang presyo ng manok, 
nagmamahalan, karne, nagmamahalan, gulay, 
nagmamahalan ... (This joke doesn't work in 
English, sorry!) 


Yet despite the rising cost of living, restaurant 
after restaurant opened this year and there's 
more to come in 2008! Here are some of my 
favorites, my delicious dozen in '07. The tried 
and tested restaurants have maintained their 
excellence all these years and just keep getting 
better, while a few wonderful newbies have again 
added color to our food-loving world . 


Tried and tested 

These restaurants have reflected the creativity, 
passion and dedication of their chefs year after 
year. They truly count among the top restaurants 
of the country and | dare say can even compete 
with some of the top restaurants of the world. 


Lolo Dad's 

1 used to ignore this restaurant on Quirino 
Avenue, thinking it was a hole in the wall. Boy 
was | wrong! It is as impressive inside as it is 
unassuming on the outside, and the food is 
nothing short of spectacular. In fact, | have shied 
away from doing a critique of this restaurant 
because | personally feel | have yet to earn the 
honor of doing so. Chef Ariel Manuel's creations 
are so brilliant, his creativity led the Philippine 
Team to win the gold in the '07 Hong Kong Food 
Expo. He is our very own iron chef! 899 Quirino 
Ave (between Taft and Leon Guinto), Manila. Tel. 
524-2295. 


Pepato 

The general sentiment about Pepato is that it is 
overpriced. | don't think so. Maybe the fact that it 
is located in a mall brings about comparisons 
with neighboring establishments, bringing about 
the price resentment. But Margarita Fores’ 
creations are worth every centavo and she 
makes sure of it, too, going to extreme lengths to 
bring her customers ingredients from the world 
over, that to demand cheaper prices would be 
robbing her of her art and efforts. Just back from 
another visit to Europe, Fores is now 
experimenting anew with the white and black 
truffles she has brought home. Greenbelt 2, 
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Ayala Center. Tel. 757-2636. 


Cirkulo 

This restaurant has come a long way from being 
the "see and be seen" place in the early '90s. 
Today this restaurant counts as a favorite among 
foodies and chefs alike and after just a bite of 
anything on the menu, you can easily see why. 
When something as simple as mushroom soup 
blows you away, you know you're in good hands. 
Chef J Gamboa's insistent highlighting of the raw 
flavors of the ingredients makes you pay 
attention to the food and inevitably say, "This is 
how it should taste!" Milky Way Bldg., Arnaiz 
Ave. (formerly Pasay Road). Tel. 810-8735. 


New and fascinating 

Mamou 

Mamou was the darling of '07, with its home- 
cooked meals and personalized service. When | 
wrote about it a few months ago, President 
Arroyo and Imelda Marcos had already dined 
there. Now I've learned that former President 
Estrada has visited as well. What is it with 
Mamou and A-list politicians anyway? Serendra. 
Tel. 856-3569 


Chateau 1771 

My first restaurant experience in the newly 
opened Greenbelt 5. The restaurant reeks of 
opulence. It makes you want to dine in haute 
couture. A high ceiling, high back chairs, and a 
high-brow menu. You forget you're in the Third 
World. Greenbelt 5. Tel. 729-9760. 


Apartment 1B 

This restaurant has become my second home, 
thanks to an amazing breakfast menu, really 
strong coffee, a homey ambiance and free wi-fi. 
In the heart of Salcedo Village, it is perfect for 
gypsy professionals like me! This restaurant also 
has great steaks although my personal favorite is 
their scrambled egg whites. Chef Marivic Diaz- 
Lim rocks! One Lafayette Square, Sedefio St. 
(between Leviste and Valero). Tel. 843-4075. 


Sweets 

Sweet Bella 

Cristina Santiago-Rivera creates these rich 
cakes that are so pretty you wouldn't want to cut 
them up. Her Mango Charlotte is to die for! Call 
0928-5025027. 
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arling of '07 (left); Haagen Dazs' "Seventh Heaven": 


Just what it says (above) 


Sweet Life 

Ange de la Cruz became known for her 
cupcakes at the Baker's Dozen Bazaar in 
Rockwell. But even better than her cupcakes is 
her Frozen Brazo de Mercedes. Watch out for 
this kid, she's only 18 and already making 
waves! Call 0917-8238198. 


Sweet Addiction 

Honey Dy makes cakes that are lovely and very 
reasonably priced (read: cheap!). She makes а 
really delicious Almond Coffee Crunch and really 
rich chocolate truffles. | have put her on speed 
dial оп my phone. Call 0918-5304610. 


Ice Cream 

Haagen Dazs 

The first non-franchise Haagen Dazs store has 
opened in Mall of Asia and offers creations for 
hedonists and gluttons! Creations here, like the 
Seventh Heaven, allow you several scoops of ice 
cream at one go! It's perfect after watching a 
movie at the Imax theater with your friends. 2/F 
Mall of Asia. 


Angelati Italia 

| came across this brand at this year's Noel 
Bazaar in World Trade Center. A couple of ice 
cream-obsessed women trained in Italy are now 
back to take Manila by ice cream storm. They 
have curiously delicious flavors like Kiwi Banana 
and can deliver the ice cream to your doorstep! 
Call 559-0316, 562-2217, 0917-8111411. 


Spirits 

Martinis 

What is life without spirit? Count on The 
Mandarin Oriental to take the sexiest spirit of all, 
the Martini, and build a home for it. From the 
classic dry to crazy concoctions like Wasabi 
Martini, this bar is hands down the best addition 
to the Makati landscape this 07. At almost P300 
a glass, their drinks are an absolute pain in the 
pocket but with prettiness all around you, jazz in 
the background, and a bartender who can 
actually call a drink, the day's wage won't be 
wasted—only you will, heh heh! Mandarin 
Oriental Makati. Tel. 750-8888. 


And that, ladies and gentlemen, was the Year of 
the Pig. Happy New Year! * 


Figure it out 


Aftermath of the Glorietta blast 


January 2007 
November 2007 


Filipino Workers in January 2007 alone 


“Double Burden" ` 


P48.914 to 51: Exchange rate average in 
P43.21to $1: Exchange rate average in 


$1.1 billion: Total remittances from Overseas 
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Were that all senior moments were as creative as this! But trust 
multi-awarded writer/ publisher/ theater producer/ artist (you still with 
us this far?) and all-around cultural worker Gilda Cordero-Fernando 
to put a delightful new spin to menopause and make hot flashes 
Sound so cool. At 77, Fernando has put up her first solo exhibit of 50 
water color paintings, with subjects ranging from zodiac animals and 
people, to women's issues, humanoids, fairies and germs. And all 
rendered in her trademark quirky style. "Senior Moment" runs from 
January 6 to January 31 at the Le Souffle in Amorsolo Drive, 
Rockwell Center, Makati. P.S. Young people also welcome. + 


$11.9 billion: Total OFW remittances from 
January to October 2007 


3.9 percent: Inflation rate in January 2007 


3.2 percent: Inflation rate in November 
2007 


P468-P533: Dealers' pick-up price for an 
11-kg LPG tank, as of Jan. 30, 2007 


P594-P650: Dealers' pick-up price for LPG 
as of Dec. 10, 2007 


1: Rank of the Philippines in the German 
Watch Global Climate Risk Index 2008, 
meaning that of a total of 128 countries, RP. 
is the most affected by extreme weather 
events. 


$329 million: Cost of the controversial 
National Broadband Network project 


33: Total number of people killed in the 
Virginia Tech shooting in April, including 
gunman Cho Seung-hui 


11: Total number of people killed in the 


Sarah Geronimo 
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Glorietta 2 blast in October 


11.2 million: Total number of votes garnered 
by Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV during the May 
2007 elections 


T0: Age of deposed President Joseph 
Estrada when he was convicted of plunder in 
September. He was granted pardon 43 days 
after the guilty verdict was handed down on 
Sept. 12. 


P500,000: Amount Pampanga Gov. Ed 
Panlilio said he received after a meeting with 
President Arroyo in October 


100+: Number of people arrested at the end 
of the standoff at the Manila Peninsula in 
November 


30: Estimated number of media personnel 
held by the police after the Manila Peninsula 
standoff 


Compiled by Inquirer Research 
Source: Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, Department of 
Energy, Inquirer Archives 
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By Michael L. Tan 


12 Things That Made Us Proud in 2007 


Give yourself a pat on the back. You could be on this list 


Team Sinag shines in Australia 


Іт wasn't easy, | сап tell you, when | was first 
asked to draw up a list of 12 things Filipinos did 
in the last year that inspire pride, mainly because 
| was thinking big, collective national action. 


| had to remind myself that there's no lack of 
individual valor out there: people who persevere, 
teachers, health professionals and thousands of 
others who serve, people who stand by their 
convictions, wage-earners who find, and turn in, 
hundreds and thousands of pesos of cash. The 
accounts of heroic honesty always get me, and | 
wish the INQUIRER and other papers could honor 
them with a year-end list. | did try to track them 
through the Internet, but couldn't track them all 
down. 


1. Not even on Good News Pilipinas, which is 
an interesting website that wants to balance out 
the flood of bad news we get on the mass media. 
On this website you'll find every little 
development that offers a ray (a sliver?) of hope. 
And for that, Good News Pilipinas gets into my 
attempt at a feel-good list. With that though, 1 
have a caveat: Good News Pilipinas has a lot of 
coverage of awards, and | feel uncomfortable 
about that because awards are a peso a dozen 
now. So if | do pull out some awards for my list, 
it's only because | feel the awards are genuine, 
that they do count toward national pride. 


Onwards now with the rest of my list... this isn't 
ranked, incidentally. | think every small gain—in 
the area of literature, or science, in or out of 
government—clears the way for greater 
collective achievements. 


2. MAN Literary Prize 2007. Jose Dalisay, Jr.'s 
"Soledad's Sister" made it into the short list for 
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the first-ever MAN Literary Prize Award, which is 
given to an “Asian novel unpublished in English." 
Watch out for future awards and, | hope, Filipino 
winners. | predict this award will gain prestige in 
years to come as a showcase of Asian literature. 


3. RP Solar Car. Team Sinag, composed of De 
La Salle University students, managed to finish 
the World Solar Challenge, all 3021 kilometers, 
in Australia, driving their own solar car. They 
didn't win it, but they were one of 21 teams from 
all over the world that showed what solar power 
can do... and how Filipinos might, literally, plug 
in. 


4. Filipino indie films. The future of tomorrow's 
film industry, our independent producers/ 
directors/cinematographers continue to reap 
international awards. A few of the winners: 
"Rigodon," "Donsol," "Kubrador," "Kaleldo," "Ang 
Daan Patungong Kalimugtong." 


5. UP and Ateneo hanging on. The two Filipino 
universities are still in the Times Higher 
Education Supplement (THES)'s list of best 
universities in the world. The listing is based 
mainly on votes from academics and job 
recruiters of large companies rather than more 
objective indicators, but then, reputation and 
perceptions do count as well. 


6. Sports plus. Despite weak government 
support, our athletes still compete internationally, 
winning medals in events like the Asean 
Taekwondo Festival and the just concluded 
Southeast Asian Games. Also worth noting: we 
now have a 14-year-old chess grandmaster, 
Wesley So, who made it in the Prospero Cup 
International Open. 


7. Six Filipino high school students won prizes at 


The UP Madrigal Singers hit the high notes in Italy 


[Leoncio Balbin Jr. 


the Intel International Science and 
Engineering Fair. 


8. Chorales and Choir Awards. UP Madrigal 
Singers won the European Prix for Choral 
Singing in Arrego, Italy, described as the “choral 
Olympics." There have been all kinds of prizes 
won in other choral competitions, by all kinds of 
groups from the UE Chorale to the Sta Teresita 
Parish Chorale. 


9. Every Juan Should Travel. Cebu Pacific 
continues to make travel more affordable for the 
Filipino with cheap tickets for both domestic and 
international destinations, forcing other airlines to 
bring down their fares as well. Let's hope that 
means a more culturally open Filipino rather than 
just more shopping addicts. 


10. Missionary routes. Kudos as well to SEAIR 
for offering flights to places like Jolo, Pagadian, 
Camiguin and several areas in Palawan, all good 
for stimulating local tourism, and linking these 
previously neglected places to the rest of the 
country and the world. 


11. The Elections. Cynical as we are about 
politics, we still turned out in large numbers to 
vote in May. There's some hope yet—we kept 
good governors like Grace Padaca in Isabela, 
voted in new blood like Father (on leave) Ed 
Panlilio for Pampanga, and shunned showbiz 
personalities and boxers. 


12. Staying. Finally, for those who've resisted 
the temptation to pack up and migrate, even 
while understanding those who did leave, we 
deserve a pat on the back and best wishes for 
2008 and beyond. * 


Ву Ruel 5. De Vera 


12 to Read Them Ail 


А word to the wise: books are still in fashion. These 12 titles prove it 


Even as more people bemoan 
what appears to be the young 
generation's growing distaste for 
reading, 2007 was actually a 
banner year as far as those old- 
fashioned artifacts called books 
were concerned. The pages turned, 
minds opened. Local or foreign, big 
or small, books were hot topics 
these past 12 months, and here, in 
no particular order, are 12 tomes 
that hit the shelf just right. 


мене 


1. "Harry Potter and The Deathly 
Hallows" by J.K. Rowling (Arthur 
A. Levine Books): The single most 
identifiable reason kids learned to 
be excited about reading again, 
Rowling's seventh book put the 
period on the Harry Potter saga and 
delivered exactly what it promised. 
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2. "The World Without Us" by 
Alan Weisman (Thomas Dunne 
Books): Perhaps the most original 
non-fiction book of the year, a case 
of Richard Preston-meets-Bill 
Bryson, it shows us what the world 
will be like if man were to suddenly 
disappear. Scary prospect: it just 
might be a much better place. 


3. "The Kite of Stars and Other 
Stories" by Dean Francis Alfar 
(Anvil Publishing): This award- 
winning fictionist shows in this 
debut collection how exactly he has 
become the brightest light in 
Philippine speculative fiction. For 
one, his stories are smooth and 
stunning in their harnessing of 


Carmen Guerrero Nakpil 


Legends £ Adventures 


imagination. 


4. “Legends & Adventures" by 
Carmen Guerrero Nakpil (Nakpil 
Publishing): The second volume in 
Nakpil's promised autobiographical 


trilogy, “Legends" begins after the 
Second World War, when Nakpil as 
a writer, widow and much more, 
shows us a woman in full with a 
world suddenly wide, in a book 
powerful enough to contain it all. 
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5. "The More The Manyer: Pinoy 
Clichés and Other Words of 
Wisdumb" (Tahanan Books): 
Funny and enlightening, this tiny 
illustrated book of Filipinos' 
common English malapropisms will 
leave readers in teary-eyed, 
wordless stitches. Not to be read in 
public, to avoid the spectacle. 


6. "Eclipse" by Stephenie Meyer 
(Little, Brown and Company): 
Perhaps the most unexpected hit 
series in recent years, Meyer's 
vampire love story teems with 
addictive characters and a gripping 
narrative. This third book brings 
Bella and Edward's story to 
dangerous, rewarding heights. 


GERRY ALANGUILAN 


7. "Elmer" 3 by Gerry Alanguilan 
(Komikero Publishing): The year 
brings the penultimate volume in 
Alanguilan's offbeat and amazing 
comic book mini-series about a 
Philippines where chickens have 
gained sentience. This issue recalls 
the all-important day when the 
chickens discovered they were their 
own, uh, birds. 


8. "Tongues on Fire" by Conrado 
de Quiros (Anvil Publishing): 
Agree or disagree with him, 
Conrado de Quiros remains the 


most compelling columnist in the 
country today. Here, in these 
speeches, he shows that his cool 
rhetoric is just as sharp in longer 
forms. 


9. "John L. Gokongwei Jr.: Тһе 
Path of Entrepreneurship" by 
Marites A. Khanser (Loyola 
Schools Ateneo de Manila 
University): A surprisingly reader- 
friendly recollection of Gokongwei's 
rise from nothing to tycoon, framed 
with the classroom in mind, but 
rewarding even for those with a 
passing interest in what really 
makes a business—or 
businesses—succeed. 


10. "Expeditions: The Philippine 
Graphic/Fiction Awards Vol. 1" 
(Fully Booked): Fully Booked's Neil 
Gaiman-sponsored contest bears 
remarkably compelling fruit, with 
both the Prose and Comics 
volumes proving to be impressive 
reading as well as a formidable 
showcase of Filipino creativity. 
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11. "Math Doesn't Suck: How to 
Survive Middle-School Math 
Without Losing Your Mind or 
Breaking a Nail" by Danica 
McKellar (Hudson Street Press): 
Yes, that is the child actress 
formerly known as Winnie Cooper 
of "The Wonder Years." She 
happens to be a respected 
mathematician who even has a 
solution named after her. In this 
very accessible, hip book, she 
makes math sound like it's doable 
and likeable. 


12. "Textual Relations: Poems" by 
Ramil Digal Gulle (UST 
Publishing House): Accomplished 
poet Gulle continues his journey 
through the sensual and sensical 
body electric with his latest 
collection. The poems are literate 
and lyrical, sexy and senti, but all 
deliciously playful. • 
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By Leica В. Carpo 


12 Looks and 
Trends That Sizzled 


Products and fashion ideas that made 
us look fab, while batting for animal 
rights and the environment 


No doubt you have your own list of what items 
should make it to this list but here's SIM's version 
culled from months of personal road testing and 
in depth discussions with insiders on what they 
thought deserved a shout out. 


1. Eyeliner that actually stays put and doesn't 
migrate onto your lower lashline, giving you that 
"raccoon eye." There's Make Up For Ever's Aqua 
Eyes Waterproof Eyeliner Pencils whose formula 
is dermatologically and opthalmologically tested. 
So it's safe even for use with contact lens 
wearers and those with sensitive eyes. Expert 
make up tip: To brighten the eyes, use a bright 
shade such as Copper or Pistachio on the inner 
rim while tracing the outer rim with a darker 
shade such as Burgundy or Green. 


2. Affordable 
beauty creams. 
Everyone 
deserves to be 
beautiful 
regardless of 
budget 
constraints. 
L'Oreal Paris 
has come up 
with a non- 
invasive 
affordable 
solution to keep 
heads turning 
your way: 
Revitalift Double 
Lifting 
Treatment. It's 
almost a steal at 
P795 a bottle. 


\ DOUBLE 
\ LIFTING 


3. Luxury 
creams may be 
expensive but 
for the lucky few 
for whom price 


Face and Neck 


IL Action у i 
Б is no object, 
Te Guerlain 
1 i s created a 
Non-invasive solution 
product that 


may be worth its weight in gold. This is a case 
where the story of why a product works is almost 
more interesting than the product itself: 30ml, 
P13,800. 


4. Though not exactly a beauty product, the rise 
of the spa as an accessible pampering treat 
among Filipinos, is worth taking note of. The 
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Alhambra's moorish influences 


rejuvenating, de-stressing, energy boosting 
treatments do make one feel beautiful. So from 
Mandarin Hotel's luxurious teak haven in Makati 
to make-do spas in malls and the Meddah Spa іп 
Cebu's famed Hot Stone Massage, one can have 
an hour of sheer bliss from P400. 


5. Kiehl's is finally here! Almost three years in the 
making, fans of the cult New York brand can now 
run over to Greenbelt Five to stock up on their 
favorite products from this popular beauty 
apothecary. Cult favorites include: Lip Balm no. 
1, Blue Astringent and Avocado Eye Cream. So 
forget lugging that extra weight of Kiehl's 
products from abroad and use the space for 
some other must-have—like the new Apple 
iPhone. 


6. Recyclable Bags are HOT! When companies 
like SM, Rustan's Shopwise and Inquirer fashion 
columnist Jenni Epperson start creating eco- 
pretty reusable bags, there is only one thing to 
do: run out and get one. Minimize your carbon 
footprint one less plastic bag at a time. 


7. Laser cut lace details and fabulous fit by 
Carey Santiago, an amazing talent from Cebu, 
who can make even the most homely look quite 
comely.. 


8. Alhambra, a unique fashion collaboration 
between two of Manila's most sought after 
creative talents: fashion designer Inno Sotto and 
internationally acclaimed bag designer Bea 
Valdes. Inspired by the famed Moorish palace in 
Granada and attended by Isabel Preysler, 
Alhambra's launch at the Makati Shangri-la 
wowed even Manila's most demanding critics. 


9. Destination Mall Ayala does it again with 
Greenbelt 5. Expect to find the best selection of 
international brands like Paul Smith, Kiehl's, 
Dotdotdot, Michael Kors, B & O etc., popular US 
brands like Marc Jacobs and Banana Republic, 


Guerlain luxury 
cream: Worth its 
| weight in gold 
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as well as boutiques that feature talented local 
designers like Lulu Tan Gan, Vic Barba, Kate 
Torralba and Patrice Diaz Ramos. This mall is 
bound to be Manila's next best place to shop, to 
see and be seen in. 


10. Samsung and Metro's Metrowear fashion 
show collaborations. A win-win situation all 
around initiated over five years ago by Thelma 
San Juan, the show was a means of providing 
design veterans and newbies an opportunity to 
showcase their wares. 


11. The "luxe sweats" market made fashionable 
by ‘juicy couture’ has caught on even among 
Manila's ladies-who-lunch set: Adidas-Stella 
McCartney, Nike's Maria Shaparova line and cult 
Canadian yoga brand Lululemonstores which is 
available at Aura Atletica in the Power Plant Mall 
in Rockwell. 


12. Fashion with a cause, be it for animal rights 
or the environment. Fashion shows that have 
heart beneath that glossy exterior and have been 
a strong champion for "going green," using 
recycled and vintage material as well as 
Statement t-shirts to raise, sell and wear 
awareness. Vintage bazaars and trunk show 
sales for children's causes and breast cancer or 
going naked for your pet are definitely worth 
supporting. Still, why not look fab while you're at 
it? • 
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Eye candy. Make Up Forever's eyeliner pencils 


By Eric S. Caruncho 


12 Objects 


of Techno-Lust 


Gadgets that push your buttons 


Tovav's gadgets aren't so much about 
making your life easier as they are about making 
your life seem more interesting (than it probably 
really is). 


| mean, everyone already has a cell phone and 
an MP3 player and a PDA, so who really needs 
the iPhone? If you gotta ask, maybe you're 
impervious to marketing hype. Gadgets aren't 
about need (except perhaps the need to look 
cool)--they're about want. It's the gadgets that 
are pushing your buttons and not the other way 
around. And the little gremlins who make and 
market these high-tech toys are ever so clever in 
figuring out which of your buttons to push. 


So bring on the techno bling-bling. 


1. iPod Touch. Watching movies on the postage 
stamp-size display of the iPod Video can be a 
chore for those of us with less than 20/20 vision, 
but the iPod Touch's 3.5-inch widescreen LCD 
makes portable video actually enjoyable, 
specially when you call up your porn—l mean, 


your video library—on the touch-screen interface. 


Add Wi-Fi web browsing capability and it's a no- 
brainer. The only niggle: only 16 gigabytes of 
storage space. 


2. Fatman iTube ValveDock. Even before 
hearing it, | wanted it from the moment those 
vacuum tubes lit up the gleaming stainless steel 
faceplate. The audiophile-certified Fatman is 
basically a tube amplifier for your iPod, and miles 
away from those dinky iPod docking stations in 
sound quality as well as, unfortunately, in price. 
But for those who insist on absolute musical 
fidelity, even for their MP3 downloads, it might be 
worth every centavo. 


3. Nokia E90. The marketing geniuses over at 
Nokia came up with the brilliant idea of calling 
the E90 a "communicator" rather than a cell 
phone, and with reason. This business phone 
(meaning, you better have a business to justify 
its features as well as its hefty price tag) has 
broadband connectivity, an integrated GPS and 
get this, two video cameras for video calls. 


4. Philips Swarovski Active Crystals. This tie- 
up between Dutch electronics giant Philips and 
the Swiss luxury crystal firm exemplifies the 
essence of techno-bling: totally unnecessary but 


COOLPix 


The Nikon Coolpix S51c 


totally desirable. Wearing a USB flash disk 
around your neck certifies you as a geek, but 
wearing one of these babies makes you, at the 
very least, a fashion-forward geek. 


5. Sony VAIO UX Micro PC. The dream toy for 
any techno-geek, Sony leaves its competitors in 
the dust in the palmtop PC sweepstakes with its 
UX series. It's Vista-ready but sensibly runs 
Windows XP Professional, it has WiFi, Bluetooth, 
10/100 Ethernet, a touchscreen display, front and 
rear cameras, and the piece de resistance: a 
biometric finger scanner that makes it yours and 
yours alone. How cool is that? 


6. Apple iPhone. | was one of those sceptics 
who thought the iPhone would never fly 
here—until | saw ads for clones, hand-lettered in 
Pentel pen, pasted on the walls of my favourite 
pirate DVD emporium. A black market is always 
a good sign that an item has "arrived," and true 
enough, a myriad iPhone unlocking services 
followed in its wake, making the iPhone Pinoy- 
ready and thus worthy of inclusion in this list. 


7. HTC Touch. Now if you're one of those 
iconoclasts who have to go against the tide (for 
instance, if you listen to a Creative Zen MP3 
player instead of an iPod) then this "smart 
phone" is the one to consider instead of the 
iPhone. It has the touchscreen interface, 
Bluetooth and WiFi, a camera and the usual PDA 
features—and it's not made by Apple. 


8. Nikon Coolpix S51c. With more choices than 
ever before, choosing a digital camera can be a 
bother. Nikon helps make it easier by giving the 
8-megapixel Coolpix S51 wireless capability, so 
you can email your photos directly from the 
camera—handy if you run out of storage space 
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The Nintendo Wii 


in the middle of a shoot. Plus, it's a Nikon, a 
name that still carries a lot of respect in 
photography circles. 


9. Nintendo Wii. When Nintendo called one of 
its first game controllers a "Nunchuk" (that's a 
chaku in Pinoy) it proved it had the handle on 
what today's gamers want. It slid effortlessly into 
the contemporary pop culture zeitgeist, elbowing 
its way ahead of rivals Playstation 3 and xBox. 
The release of its Gibson Les Paul-like 
attachment for "Guitar Hero Ill: Legends of Rock" 
seals the deal. 


10. Sachs MadAss 125. Can a scooter be a 
gadget? Maybe when it's a moped. The MadAss 
is actually an overbuilt mountain bike with an 
engine on it. The original MadAss had a dinky 
70cc four-stroke motor, but this year's model ups 
the displacement—and the fun factor—to 125cc. 
Just watch out for that exhaust pipe mounted 
under the seat. It gets really hot, and if you're not 
careful, you just might find out why it's called a 
MadAss. 


11. Apple MacBook Pro 15-inch. This might be 
the one to make PC diehards switch. Powered 
by an Intel Core 2 Duo processor, it also has the 
capability to run Windows XP for those so 
inclined, and a 15-inch display ready for HD 
content. 


12. Panther Mini Stun Baton. Finally, if you 
really have to carry all your bling around with 
you, you might consider also carrying one of 
these: it looks like a baton but it's actually a 
300,000-volt stun gun. Just in case you find 
yourself having to defend your hard-earned 
gadgeteria from would be predators. It also 
comes in a 500,000-volt model, if you think you 
might need more firepower. * 
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Freezing the Moment 


Тнат magic moment сап be as ргоѕаіс as a wedding scene—two happy 
people marching down the aisle to stand as principal sponsors in a love 
match. But getting the picture required extraordinary pluck: the 
photographer had to haggle his way to the very exclusive affair to shoot the 
couple who, in real life, are political adversaries. 


It can be a pensive portrait of a grieving actress who had just lost 
everything—her mother to a lingering illness and their house to a fire. Now, 
how to get that shot without intruding on this woman's private moment of 
grief... 


In some shots, the photographer just had to click without further thought 
and freeze the moment before it passes. That's how it was in the coliseum 
where two players from opposite teams were locked in a heated argument. 


It can be a picture of momentary peace in times of war, when battle-weary 
soldiers can be human again and worry about mundane stuff like 
recharging their cell phones, the better to text messages to their loved ones 
later. For this, the photographer had to be imbedded as part of the troops 
30 he could follow them during their military operations that could last 
several days on end. 


Some days the photographer had to beat the cops to the scene to preserve 
the innocence of the moment, as in the shot of a busload of preschoolers 
mugging for the camera, unaware that they were being held hostage by a 
madman. The man had threatened to blow himself up and the children if 
his demands were not met by the government. 


This is what photojournalism is about: that one moment when all the 
elements of a story are frozen in a frame. It's all about story telling without 
words, the best there is, as confirmed by the awards given these shots 
taken by INQuiRER'S finest photographers. Ernie Ц. Sarmiento 


Grieving Daughter. Actress and 
activist Chin-Chin Gutierrez in a 
poignant moment as her mother 
Cecilia is laid to rest at the Loyola 
Memorial Park in Marikina. 
Photograph by Raffy Lerma 


Call waiting: Members 
of the Marine Batallion 
Landing Team 9 string 
up their phones in the 
only spot that catches 
cellular signals in 
Patikul, Sulu. 
Photograph by Rem 
Zamora 


Strange Bedfellows: 
Political enemies Rep. 
(now Senator) Francis 
"Chiz" Escudero and 
President Macapagal- 
Arroyo stand as 
sponsors in the 
wedding of Atty. Karlo 
Nograles and Marga 
Montemayor. 
Photograph by Ryan 
Lim 
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Faceoff: San Miguel's Danny 
Ildefonso and Red Bull's Enrico 
Villanueva get up close and personal 
in a PBA game. The two are now 
teammates on the Magnolia Beverage 


Masters. Photograph by August de la 
Cruz 


User name: Voters search the precinct lists for their names Spare the children: Youngsters from a daycare center stare out from a bus window 


during the May elections in San Antonio, Makati. Photograph by while held hostage by the daycare center owner in front of the Manila City Hall. 
Erik Arazas Ironically, the owner, Jun Ducat, was demanding free education for the children. 


8 = Photograph by Ryan Lim 


Defiant: Controversial 
Comelec Provincial 
Election Supervisor 
Atty. Lintang Bedol 
talks to the media in 
Cotabato City. He 
remains a fugitive 
today. Photograph by 
Edwin Bacasmas 


Bosom buddies: Two babies hold hands as Filipina mothers join those in 23 
other nations in a synchronized breastfeeding event to celebrate World 
Breastfeeding Week. Photograph by Rem Zamora 
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Arrested in Utrecht: Jose Ma. Чота" Sison, founder of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines, broods at the National Democratic Front headquarters in the 
Netherlands. Dutch police arrested Sison in connection with the death of two of 
his former colleagues in the Philippines. Photograph by Ernie U. Sarmiento 


UM i o к ЫРА 
Guilty and free: Former President Joseph Estrada leaves the Sandiganbayan 
with his family after being found guilty in a six-year trial. Estrada would later be 
pardoned and is now a free man. Photograph by Rem Zamora 


soldiers prepare to ў 
Storm the Peninsula 
Manila in Makati 
after renegade 44 
soldiers, led by (Ж; 
detained Sen. 67%, 
Antonio Trillanes IV, EX 
hunkered down at 2-5: 
the hotel while 
calling for the ; . 
overthrow of the к 
Arroyo government. 
Trillanes and his <*> 
men later 474 
surrendered. 
Photograph by 
Edwin Bacasmas 


Refreshing beauty: Candidates vying for the title of Miss Earth 2007 frolic by 
the pool in Calatagan, Batangas. Photograph by Jim Guiao Punzalan 
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By Gerry Plaza 


12 Top Showbiz Headlines 


Quick, somebody adapt these stories into a movie. The cast of thousands include all of us 
who read the papers or watched television in the past 12 months 


Angel Locsin 


January: "Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo" gets critical 
acclaim 

Amid the regular fare of slapstick comedies, 
fantasy tales and melodramas that are seen as 
sure-fire formulas for box office success in the 
Metro Manila Filmfest, comes "Kasal, Kasali, 
Kasalo," a romantic comedy that is as insightful 
as it is funny іп chronicling Filipino married life. 
While Judy Ann Santos' mainstream appeal has 
a lot to do with the movie's success, its nearly 
P140 million take in the two-week filmfest period 
shows that the Filipino moviegoer may be 
evolving at last. 


February: Hope for Kris and James 

It's trouble in paradise for a couple whose 
closely-watched life together has become а 
virtual reality show. They had it coming. As the 
scandalous details emerged from beauty clinic 
employee Hope Centeno, Kris Aquino and 
husband James Yap found themselves in the eye 
of the storm. Despite the headlines, their 
marríage prevailed, a rarity in the fickle world of 
showbiz. 


March: Rudy Fernandez vs the Big C 

An indestructible action star, bigger than life, 
finds himself facing a formidable opponent: 
cancer. Onscreen bravado takes over. In his 
birthday message, Fernandez declared "| ain't 
gonna die yet." The words lifted him one level 
above the tough guys he portrays onscreen; this 
time, he has become a real-life survivor. 


April: Kris Aquino wins over family 

After the scandal that nearly tore her marriage 
apart, Aquino gave birth to baby James, who 
proved to be the miracle she was praying 
for—the reason to live and love for the sake of 
family. 


May: Ruffa Gutierrez moves on 
Her decision to move on from her marriage to 
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"Kubrador" 


Yilmaz Bektas became the most widely-followed 
showbiz story for some time. Why not, when the 
"he said, she said" intramurals had all the 
makings of a telenovela, including fierce, 
sometimes obscene exchanges and revelations 
of physical abuse and marital infidelity. But 
Gutierrez did move on, resurrecting her show biz 
career with several television shows and movie 
projects. 


June: Ogie, Regine come clean 

For the longest time, rumors linked the two 
renowned singers who consistently denied any 
relationship beyond casual friendship. So when 
Ogie Alcasid and Regine Velasquez finally 
confirmed speculations, they earned both flak 
and praise. But the two are holding fast to each 
other and hopefully, their relationship would 
prevail. 


July: "Kubrador" wins latest award 

The movie's latest win in the Bangkok Film 
Festival tells of the phenomenal rise of 
independent cinema in 2007. The win 
encouraged more Filipino filmmakers to make 
their mark in both the local and international film 
circuit. Because of such movies, highlighted by 
Jeffrey Jeturian's "Kubrador" and Brillante 
Mendoza's "Foster Child," foreign filmfest 
organizers have been seeking out Philippine 
entries. 


August: Angel Locsin signs ABS-CBN 
contract 

A TV network's biggest star hies off to a rival 
station. The story provoked yet another chapter 
in the protracted network war. This time it's 
personal. Everyone watched as Angel Locsin 
signed a lucrative contract with ABS-CBN, fierce 
rival of the network that built her career from 
scratch and made her a star—GMA 7. Network 
executives even shed tears at seeing their top 
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Regine and Ogie 


contract artist leave, but for the actress, this was 
a move worth burning bridges for. 


September: Rustom Padilla wins Gawad 
Urian 

For most matinee idols, admitting that one is gay 
spells finis to one's movie career. But Rustom 
Padilla—who outed himself in a nationwide 
reality show—defied the odds and won the 
prestigious Gawad Urian Best Actor award for 
his role as a closeted homosexual in the fantasy- 
comedy flick, "Zsa Zsa Zaturnnah." 


October: "Marimar" rocks 

Despite the current dispute in the ratings game, 
there's no denying that the Filipino adaptation of 
the Mexican telenovela "Marimar" has caught the 
nation's imagination. With reports of nearly half 
of the Metro glued to the show every night, 
"Marimar" may yet be television's biggest winner 
in 2007. 


November: Carlene-Cristine catfight 

Two women, a guy with a roving eye, and a baby 
he seems to have forgotten. Love triangle erupts 
in an altercation and the filing of a court case. In 
the end, sanity prevailed, with apologies and an 
amicable settlement all around. Ironically, the guy 
who caused it all—Dennis Trillo—seems the 
least concerned. "Hindi ako nagpapa-apekto,(| 
don't allow myself to be affected)" he says. 


December: Bong-Edu tiff 

A senator unhappy with the anti-piracy chief's 
performance in doing his job. The latter's brazen 
rebuttal. A war of words. In the end, both Sen. 
Bong Revilla and Optical Media Board chair Edu 
Manzano would admit that their scathing 
personal attacks could only benefit their common 
enemy—the film, music, and computer software 
pirates. So far, Bong has extended a hand in 
peace. Edu has yet to return the favor. • 


By Dennis Егоа 


12 Athletes Who Scored Big 


А topsy-turvy year brought triumph and disappointment, but some did their 


part to light up the sports landscape 


1. Manny Pacquiao 

Despite not wearing a world title belt, Manny 
Pacquiao remains a box-office hit in the world of 
Philippine sports. Unquestionably, he is the "man 
ofthe masses." Known in the boxing world as the 
scourge of Mexican boxers, Pacquiao got kayoed 
by pint-sized Darlene Antonino-Custodio when he 
ran for congressional office in the May elections. 
Not afraid to venture into uncharted territory, 
Pacquiao is also a budding action star and a 
television host. The country watched in awe as 
the rapid-punching GenSan pride knocked out 
Mexican Jorge Solis last April at the Alamodome 
in San Antonio, Texas, before scoring a 
unanimous decision win over aging veteran 
Marco Antonio Barrera. 


2. Nonito Donaire 

Unlike Pacquiao, Fil-American wonder Nonito 
Donaire is a legitimate world champion. He 
unseated Vic Darchinyan before defending his 
world flyweight title against Luis Maldonado last 
December 2 in Connecticut. Articulate and a 
gentleman, Donaire has gained the nation's 
affection by not turning his back on his roots. 
Donaire and Gerry Pefialosa's stunning win over 
Daniel Ponce de Leon for the WBO 
bantamweight title erased disappointment over 
the rapid fall of former WBC light-flyweight Brian 
Viloria. 


3. Harry Tafiamor 

If he were made of lesser stuff, Army Sgt. Harry 
Тайатог would simply have packed his bags 
and leave a checkered career in amateur boxing 
after getting suspended last year by the Amateur 
Boxing Association of the Philippines for lack of 
discipline. But the native of Zamboanga City is a 
man of honor and pride, working up a chance to 
rejoin the national team. Result: a silver medal in 
the AIBA World Boxing Championships last 
November in Chicago, Illinois. Not only did he 
give the Philippines its second silver, but he 
lined himself for another shot at Olympic glory by 
becoming the first Filipino boxer to gain berth in 
the 2008 Beijing Games. 


4. Miguel Molina 


This Cal-based swimmer emerged as the 
country's most bemedalled athlete in the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games in Thailand. With his 
three-gold output, Molina drove the Philippine 
team to an eight-gold output in the biennial 
Games and will compete in his second Olympics 
in Beijing. Though given a slim chance to fish for 
a medal in Beijing, Molina's drive to perfection 
should inspire the country's young swimmers. 


5. MVP 
The three Bs and a T for this hugely-successful 
businessman. Manny V. Pangilinan aka MVP to 


the knowledgeable set is at the forefront of the 
Philippines' drive for international sporting glory. 
Devoting not just money, but guidance as well, 
Pangilinan is funding the "Go for Olympic Gold" 
drive of boxing and taekwondo, while his MVP 
Cup never fails to attract the top guns of 
badminton. The PLDT-Smart chair owns the Talk 
"М Text franchise in the PBA. He also chairs the 
Samahang Basketbolista ng Pilipinas-BAP which 
is tasked to run the country's favorite sport. 


6. Amina Villafuerte 

There's no winter in the Philippines but this did 
not prevent Anna Isabel Villafuerte from sizzling 
in ice skating. Showing grace, agility and 
lightness, Villafuerte excelled during the Skate 
Beijing 2007 last April. No less than 300 skaters 
competed in the event, where this 
granddaughter of a well-known politician from 
Bicol won eight golds. 


7. Japeth Aguilar 

No doubt about it. The 6-foot-9 Japeth Aguilar is 
better, taller and heftier than his father Peter, 
who had a not-so colorful career in the pros. 
Aguilar, who played for the Ateneo Blue Eagles 
in the UAAP, made cage history by becoming 
the first Filipino to suit up for a Division |. He 
currently plays for Western Kentucky 
Hillstoppers. Aguilar debuted against Kennesaw 
State last November 9 and finished with 4 
points, 3 rebounds, 2 steals and 4 turnovers in 
17 minutes of action. "| want him to play in the 
МВА," declared Peter in an interview in Illinois a 
day before Japeth's debut. 


8. Terry Capistrano 

Unknown to many, La Salle's return as UAAP 
basketball king would not be possible without the 
wisdom of sportsman-businessman Terry 
Capistrano. Despite opinions to the contrary, the 


(continued on page 12) 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on а 9x9 grid with 
several given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 
in the етріу squares so that each row, each column and each 
3х3 box contains the same number only once. The difficulty level 
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of the Conceptis Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


Conceptis Sudoku 


By Dave Green 
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12 Athletes Who Scored Big (from page 11) 


Soft-spoken Capistrano decided to return as 
team manager when the Archers returned from a 
one-year suspension due to eligibility problems. 
Tirelessly working behind the scenes, Capistrano 
injected the Archers with the demeanor of a 
champion and a never-say-die attitude needed to 
excel in the UAAP. For his effort, Capistrano was 
honored by the UAAP Press Corps as manager 
of the year. 


9. Olsen Racela 

By trying something different, veteran PBA player 
Olsen Racela made a lot of difference. A father 
of three, this former King Eagle thrilled his 
audience as a reader in the Philippine Daily 
Inquirer's Read-Along program last August. 
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Wenceslao: Scored 
one for women 


"Aside from knowing the importance of reading, | 
support advocacies like this, especially those that 
gives importance to kids," said Racela who 
recalled that he immediately volunteered upon 
learning of the program. 


10. Noelle Wenceslao 

Despite suffering from acute mountain sickness, 
Noelle Wenceslao scored one for women as she 
reached the summit of Mt. Everest last May. Not 
to be outdone, Wenceslao's fellow climbers— 
Karina Dayondon and Janet Belarmino—also 
made it to the summit which they traversed from 
the North Side. Wenceslao is a physical 
education major at the University of the 
Philippines, Belarmino is a champion triathlete 
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So: Seventh youngest grandmaster 
in the world 


while Dayondon studies at the Xavier University 
in Cagayan de Oro City. 


11. Joseph del Gallego 

He lost his left leg to bone cancer 11 years ago, 
but Joseph del Gallego, a call center manager 
for PeopleSupport in Cebu City, isn't bothered a 
bit. He played goalie for PeopleSupport Team A 
and is a regular in various soccer games in 
collegiate and commercial leagues. Before losing 
his leg, Del Gallego, 28, saw action in the 
Palarong Pambansa. "God gave me an open 
mind,” said Del Gallego after losing a leg. 


12. Wesley So 

Only 14, yet already a Grandmaster. Wesley So 
became the seventh youngest GM in the world 
with a wonderful finish in the 3rd Prospero 
Pichay International Open chess championships 
at the Duty Free Fiesta Mall in Parafiaque. 
Considered a child prodigy, So is expected to 
carry the brunt of the Philippine campaign in the 
Olympiad and other international campaigns. - 


How to eat your way to a healthier, more compassionate world 


Sure you'd like to fuel the Compassion 
Revolution by eating healthier food and saving 
more animals from slaughter. But dang, you want 
to enjoy your meals too and there just doesn't 
seem to be enough places that serve gourmet 
tofu treats and tasty vegetarian dishes. Which 
was why the People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals Asia-Pacific (PETA) combed the country 
to find the best of everything vegan and 
vegetarian for those of us who want to turn over 
a new leaf. 


1. Best vegan sandwich: Chimara's Sweet Chili 
"Beef" Pita Romana. Even hard-core meat-eaters 
lick their chops at the thought of this meal-in-a- 
pita juicy mock-beef served with fresh tomatoes, 
corn, and lots of fresh, spicy salsa. 


2. Best dairy-free ice cream: Soy Gelato at 
Pazzo in the Rockwell Mall. Available in vanilla, 
chocolate, and chocolate-chunk flavors, all Soy 
Gelato varieties are lactose-free, ideal for Pinoys 
who are lactose-intolerant. For the best soymilk, 
try Silk. Available in most supermarkets including 
Rustan's, SM, Shopwise and Landmark. And if 
it's soy latte you want, Starbucks’ version rules. 


3. Best vegetarian grocer: Healthy Options. 
With everything from veggie burgers and dairy- 
free ice cream to cosmetics and household 
products that aren't tested on animals, this is the 
place to go for cruelty-free shopping. 


4. Best vegetarian appetizer: Queens 
Restaurant's Mock-Chicken Satay. Feel like 
royalty after biting into Queens ' succulent 
vegetarian meat chunks smothered in peanut 
Sauce. For best vegan dessert, try the chocolate 
cake at Greens Cafe. The most chocolatey- 


chocolate cake in the land, bar none! 


5. Best vegetarian restaurant: The Farm in 
Batangas. Offers an extensive "raw" lunch and 
dinner buffet. The fresh fruits, vegetables, grains, 
and seeds are cooked at low temperatures to 
preserve all their natural flavors and nutrition. 
Specialties include creamy yet dairy-free pastas, 
rich soups, tangy stir-fries, and fresh salads. The 
lentil and walnut pate--served with toasted- 
coconut crackers—is not to be missed. 


6. Best vegetarian-friendly restaurant: 
Queens. Although it also serves nonvegetarian 
food, Queens offers a 16-page menu with an 
astounding 80 vegetarian dishes inspired by the 
cuisines of India, Indonesia, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Thailand, and other Asian nations. 
PETA's favorites include the vegetarian-chicken 
satay, the gado-gado traditional Indonesian 
salad, tofu with fresh chili, and the perfectly 
spiced curry-vegetable pizza. 


7. Best affordable vegetarian food: Bodhi 


8. Best vegetarian Indian food: Prince of 
Jaipur. One taste of the lentil dahl says it all! 


9. Best vegetarian Thai food: People's Palace. 
РЕТА recommends the tofu red curry, the Som 
Tam, and the pomelo salad. 


10. Best vegetarian Japanese food: Red 
Kimono. Just ask for the meat- and egg-free 
menu and you're all set. The best of the best 
includes the spinach layered with tofu and miso 
paste, homemade vegan mayomnaise swirled 
over the kyuri kani salad: vegetarian maki (which 
tastes like sushi): and for dessert, banana katsu 


To your health (from left, clockwise): The Farm 
breakfast buffet spread, Queens' Sizzling Tao Pao 
Roll and Kyuri Kani Salad at Red Kimono 


with chocolate sauce (hold the ice cream). 


11. Best vegetarian Chinese food: Happy 
Veggie. Located in the heart of Manila 's 
Chinatown, this place serves authentic and 
delicious Chinese cuisine with enough mock- 
meat dishes to satisfy any meat-eater. 


12. Best book: “Skinny Bitch." Written by a 
former model turned agent for a top US modeling 
agency, the book has an in-your-face approach 
to promoting healthy vegan diets as the best way 
lo stay slim and fit while helping stop cruelty to 
animals. * 


Chimara: Level 4, Greenbelt 3, Ayala Center , 
Makati City 

Pazzo: Powerplant Mall, Rockwell Drive, cor. 
Estrella St., Makati 

Healthy Options: HealthyOptions.com.ph 
Queens Restaurant: 146 Jupiter St., Makati 
Greens Cafe: 20-A Sct. Tuazon cor. Sct. Castor, 
South Triangle, Quezon City 

The Farm (Batangas): TheFarm.com.ph 

Bodhi: SM Cubao, SM North EDSA , SM 
Megamall, SM South Mall, SM City Manila , SM 
Makati 

Prince of Jaipur: Unit E, The Fort Strip, Bonifacio 
Global City, Taguig 

People's Palace: PeoplesPalaceThai.com 

Red Kimono: www.redkimono.com.ph 

Happy Veggie: 958 G. Masangkay St., Sta. Cruz, 
Manila 

Skinny Bitch (book): SkinnyBitch.net, also 
available at Powerbooks, National Bookstore, 
and Fully Booked 

For more information please visit 
PETAAsiaPacific.com. 
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12 DVDs Off the Beaten Track 


Anybody can watch commercial releases in downtown theaters. But not these DVDs 


1. "Pink Flamingos." The hit John 
Travolta movie "Hairspray" was 
based on a Broadway musical that, 
in turn, was based on a 1988 movie 
by John Waters. Waters first gained 
notoriety for this cult 1972 film 
featuring a star—and stomach- 
turning—performance by 300- 
pound transvestite Divine as Babs 
Johnson, the “filthiest person alive." 
Hilarious, but a word of caution: 
definitely not for kids. 


2. "Paprika." "This is your brain on 
anime," goes the blurb, and what a 
wild ride it is. Anime wunderkind 
Satoshi Kon ("Perfect Blue," 
"Millennium Actress") has always 
placed story before visuals, but 
they're perfectly balanced in this 
tale of a dream machine that 
enables the titular heroine to enter 
other people's dreams. 
Psychedelic. 


3. "Henry: Portrait of a Serial 
Killer (20th Anniversary Special 
Edition)." Based on the story of 
real-life serial killer Henry Lee 
Lucas, this is considered one of the 
"20 scariest movies of all time." 
Make that the scariest, because in 
spite of its low budget production, it 
feels all too real, thanks to Michael 
Rooker's convincing performance 
as the titular psycho. 


4. "Le Samourai." Alain Delon's 
ice-cool performance as the 
trenchcoat-wearing killer-for-hire in 
this Jean Pierre Melville film 
provided the template for countless 
“lonely hitman" movies, including 
notably John Woo's “The Killer." 


5. "School of the Holy Beast." 
Catholic education had no stranger 
by-product than the durable 1970s 
film genre now known as 
"nunsploitation," the imagined 
sexual exploits of the cloistered. 
And nunsploitation had no stranger 
exemplar than this 1974 film by 
Japanese "pinku" film director 
Norifumi Suzuki, who throws 
sadomasochism and a peculiarly 
Japanese aestheticism into the mix. 
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6. "The Future Is Unwritten: Joe 
Strummer." Julien Temple's 
affectionate documentary portrait of 
the Clash's late front man Joe 
Strummer is an exemplary rock bio, 
getting to the heart of what drove 
Strummer to make such passionate 
music. 


7. "The Heroic Trio Series." Hong 
Kong doesn't make films like these 
anymore, enough reason to get this 
twofer that compiles Johnnie To's 
camp classic "The Heroic Trio" with 
its sequel "The Executioners." 
Featuring the late Anita Mui as 
"Wonder Woman," Michelle Yeo as 
"Invisible Girl" and Maggie Cheung 
as "Thief Catcher," both are 
unbridled action adventures from 
the golden age of Hong Kong 
cinema. 


8. "If..." Set in the ultraconservative 
British school system, Lindsay 
Anderson's 1969 film featured the 
young Malcolm MacDowell as the 
upstart Mick Travis. It seamlessly 
wove fantasy with reality, ending in 
an anarchic shootout that ushered 
in the revolt of the 1970s. 


9. "Beyond the Valley of the 
Dolls." Scripted by future film critic 
Roger Ebert, Russ Meyer's send up 
of the bestselling novel "Valley of 
the Dolls" centers around an all-girl 
group who skyrocket to success 
and succumb to sex, drugs and 
rock'n'roll. A bonafide cult classic, it 
is best enjoyed as a campy Sixties- 
era send up. 


10. "No Direction Home." Martin 
Scorsese's Bob Dylan documentary 
follows Dylan as he evolves from 
protest folk singer to electric 
prophet, culminating in the 1966 
Manchester concert where he 
confronts a jeering audience of folk 
purists with the immortal admonition 
to his band: “Play f**king loud!”. 


11. "Black Lagoon Seasons 1 and 
2." "Death Note" may be the fan 
favorite, but my vote for best anime 
Series in recent memory goes to 
"Black Lagoon." It features the 
adventures of the jolly crew of 
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mercenaries who pilot the Black 
Lagoon in the pirate-infested waters 
of Southeast Asia. There's never a 
dull moment in 24 episodes. 


12. "This is England." Shane 
Meadows" critically-acclaimed 
coming-of-age film set in Thatcher- 
era England centers on a young 
protagonist who is adopted by a 
gang of skinheads who hew 
dangerously close to ultra-right 
politics, with tragic consequences. 
Eric S. Caruncho 
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IT'S party season, time to look your 
best from head to toe. That's why 
there's Bluewater Day Spa digital 
nail art. It gives you glamorous, fun, 
and one-of-a-kind fab nails in as fast 
as an hour! 


Bluewater Day Spa's digital nail art 
adds pomp and oomph to your look 
with its wide selection of designs 


that brings out the fashionably fun 
femme in you. And it's totally fuss- 
free! That's because Bluewater Day 
Spa uses a special nail art machine 
that instantly prints your favorite 
designs on your nails. A clamp firmly 
holds your nails in place to make 
sure that the designs are properly 
printed. Nails are then put on a nail 
dryer and given a few finishing 
touches. 


Fly now. Cebu Pacific makes it affordable for everyone to have a vacation. 
Cebu Pacific is the No. 1 domestic airline. 
Most passengers flown* е Most domestic destinations ® Most domestic flights 


It's fun and fashion at your 
fingertips. Go girly with colorful 
floral, butterfly, bows and strawberry 
designs. Be a bit funky with 
Japanese art designs, stripes, 
checks and yin-yangs. If you're into 
glitz and glam, have your nails 
painted with uptown girl designs 
reminiscent of high-fashion French 
women wearing hats and flowers 
tucked in their ears. Why, you can 
even have your name, initials or 
pictures printed on your nails! Put 
some rhinestones on them and 
instantly, you get ultra fabulous, ultra 
fun nails that are ready to party. 
Cheers! * 


For inquiries, call Bluewater Day 
Spa at tel nos. 817-3126, 723-5534 
or 927-2258 or visit their website at 
www.bluewaterdayspa.com. 


With Cebu Pacific, there's no such thing as expensive vacations. 


* Most domestic routes * Lowest year-round fares • Newest planes у /. 2 
"CAB Doo му 05-hna'o7 IT f time everyone flies. 
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соте with a hot Subscription 


~ FREEZE 


USB-connectible 
mus warmer & 
stainless mug set 


for every one year subscription! | 


Call 896-6000 


‘ash, Cheque, Master Card, or Visa payments accepted. Promo open to new subscribers and to those who will renew their Inquirer subscription. 
'or Metro Manila residents only. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 3658, Series of 2007, See flyers for details. 
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"Hyphenate. А hip 
young multitasker with 
several main 
occupations. " 
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"Hyphenate. А hip 
young multitasker with 
several main 
occupations.” 


Jufran* Sweet Chili Sauce 
added to any dish creates 
a totally new flavor 
dimension to dishes. Think 
of it as a unique meeting 
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of ingredients to create a 
delightful new whole--a 


smashing blend of chili, 


onion garlic bell pepper. E^ f Hanpening 
vinegar and other Asian 4 


spices in a smooth, velvety 
paste. It will add just the 
right Oriental hit to your 
kitchen creations. For an 
added kick to fish ball, 
squid ball and other fish 
dishes, use as dip or 
dressing for salads; or 
consider adding a 
sumptuous drizzling of it 
on shrimp dishes, spring 
rolls or chicken wings. 


